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TO THE ~ 
RIGHT REV? FATHER IN GOD, 


» JOHN, 


Lord Bishop of CuicHESTER. 


My Lorp, 


I WAITED with some impatience to 
see that design accomplished by your 
accurate pen, which is here attempted 
now by my weak hand. Eyer since you 
were pleased to acquaint me with your 
intention to publish something of this 
nature, it raised my expectation of your 
obliging the world with your printed 
Prayers, as you have done with many 
of your learned and seasonable Sermons ; 
but after you had let me know the rea- 
son of holding your hand, the same 
might have stopt mine too ; and I should 
have desisted, had the good Doctor who 
prevented you, or any oO! 5 d ose _ worthy 
Authors, that thus bestowed their pains, 
descended to such particular s, as I 
thought fit for the use of those whom I 
desire to serve. 


But 


DEDICATION. 


But now that Iam engaged, my Lord, 
your favor shewed to the well-meant 
performance here, has given me the 
boldness of this Dedication. And the 
advancement of such persons to high 
dignity in our church, as are so well 
known to deserve it, encourages me al- 
so to hope, that a gracious Gop hath yet 
a greater blessing for us than our own 
demerits give us reason to expect. 

I beg your fatherly benediction upon 
me, and my poor endeayors, who am, 


My Lorp, 
Your obliged Kinsman, 


In all humble observance, 


BEN. JENKS. 


. 


PREFACE. 


To my Neighbors and Acquaintance, particu- 
larly those in the Parishes committed to my 
Care. 


My dear Friends, 


T is especially for your sakes, and primarily 
for your service, that I publish this Manual 

of Prayers, fitted to the capacities of your 
minds, to the necessities of your souls, and to 
the several conditions and occasions of your 
liyes. Notwithstanding all the books of de- 
votion already extant, many of which are very 
useful and excellent in their kinds, and such 
as I should recommend to you, without offer. 
ing any other, did those with which I am best 
satisfied reach as far as I have designed here 
to go, and did not I think the strain of some 
too high for many of you, and the words and 
expressions of others that I haye seen in your 
hands, too low and flat, or too obsolete and 
improper, and which will rather offend than 
edify such as have their senses better exercised 
in these matters: I haye come to the resolu- 
tion of adding my contribution to the common 
stock: yet, not taking upon me so to correct 
_r censure them that have gone before me, as 
to discourage any from making use of those 
helps syhich they find agreeable to their case, 
and efficacious to ree their deyotion : 
2 But - 
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But leaving every one to consult their own 
sense, and profit and comfort in choosing and 
taking what best likes their particular gust, 
and what most furthers their pious designs ; 
and to make what alterations also they please, 
even in the ensuing oflices, for their own ser- 
vice, if they shall think fit to use them at all. 

Nor have I such a conceit of any thing that 
is my own, as to suppose it free from the weak- 
ness and defects which I can espy elsewhere ; 
I doubt not but others may find as many faults 
here: Nay, I cannot think any thing of this 
nature to be so complete, but that the author 
himself, in tract of time, may see reason to 
add or subtract, to alter or amend many par- 
ticulars: Indeed, I shall as soon expect to see 
a shoe made to fit every foot, as a particular 
Form of Prayer exactly to suit all the cireum- 
stances of every soul. 

I cannot undertake that the following Pray- 
ers should answer all the occasions which any 
one may ever find for prayer: But they that 
have the spirit of supplication, can tell how to 
fill up what is wanting: And such as I help in 
most cases, may help themselves in the rest. 
T am rather apt to think, that so many as are 
here set down, will be censured for more than 
needful; but, it being easy to pare off, the 
censors may let alone what they count super- 
fluous ; leaving it to those that will not disdaitr _ 
its assistance; and I had rather be under an 
imputation from some of my neighbors, for 
busying myself more than I have need, ina 
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work that might have been spared, than bear 
the recoilings of my own mind for neglecting 
to impart any thing that I thought might be of 
use and service to the rest. 

If any judge that I might better have left 
this behind me, not to be seen till I should 
myself have been no more seen: I was once 
of the same mind, and had so continued ; but 
that I could not be sure, that many for whom I 
designed it, might not be taken off before me ; 
whereby this piece of friendship which I had 
for them would have been lost to them: And 
now that I do undertake the thing which is 
liable to many reflections, (whoever be the 
manager) every one thinking he has a title to 
judge of that wherein every one is equally 
concerned ; and that judgment passing accord- 
ing to the different principles and sentiments, 
and the particular genius and humor of cach, 
*tis not possible here to please every one: But 
however I shall not fail of my design, if I can 
be so happy as to profit some. And if so be I 
take any way peculiar to myself, I shall only 
alledge, that it is but the same liberty as most 
writers of this subject have taken. Though I 
pretend not to set myself on a level with the 
noted guides of others’ devotion, that with 
good success, and general approbation, have 
Jabored herein, yet when our Lord has only 
enjoined the thing to be done, without set- 
tling the manner of performance; even an’ 
ordinary man, that is but conversant in these 
matters, has room humbly to propose ‘his own 

expericnce 
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experience, as long as he assumes not magis- 
terially to impose it upon his readers; which 
in this present undertaking, the Judge of all 
thoughts knows to be far from mine. 

T name no morning and evening prayers for 
particular persons, because here are so many 
occasional prayers, whereof every one may 
take their choice from time to time, for pri- 
vate use, according to particular exigencies ; 
and besides those for families may as fitly serve 
for the closet, changing but the plural number: 
into the singular, I have not directed to con- 
clude the evening devotions with the Lord’s 
Prayer; not because I count it improper at 
that time to be used, but because I think we 
haye still a liberty of adding or omitting it; 
and therefore I have pointed to it for one part 
of the day, and left it out in the other; but 
they that are for it, as an appendage to all the 
prayers used in their houses, may make it so 
if they please, notwithstanding that I shut up. 
some of the family prayers without it. Imake 
no distinction neither of ordinary days; for I 
understand not why the prayer that serves for 
Monday or Tuesday, should not be as good 
_ and proper for any other day of the week; yet 
I haye offered some variety, that you may take 
sometimes one form, and sometimes another ; 
or some part of this form and some of that, 
as you see occasion and shall judge most.per-, 
tunent. Py Tay 8 

But I make a great difference of the 
of persons, and states of the soul, al 
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of the life; according to which I haveweliste:: 
buted and suited the offices here proposed.— 
And though it be not needful to adapt a prayer 
to every man’s particular employment in the 
world; yet no man, (whatever be his place 
and calling’) but may find many prayers here 
fitted to the condition of his soul, and to the 
great emergencies of his life. Only I would 
caution any who may need to be so advertised, 
that I do not intend the particular prayers en- 
titled for such and such persons, of particular 
ranks and stations, as their excuse to supersede 
all praying else, as if such persons needed to 
use no other prayers; but those, over and 
above, they may sometimes add to the rest: 
And so prudently choosing agreeable offices, 
and so taking this my whole performance, with 
a little of Christian candor, and the allow- 
ance for common weakness, I am willing to 
hope it may not be unacceptable to those in 
my neighborhood (for whom I am chiefly 
concerned) as coming from one of your ‘ac- 
quaintance, my brethren, and one not so ut- 
terly unacquainted with the practice and the 
benefit of such exercises of devotion: but that 
I am able to say somewhat from my own ex- 
perience, and that of many years, in this way. 
However small, I must confess, is my profi- 
ciency, to what it might have been; yet the 
several stages that my soul has gone through; 
the trials and temptations that I have had; 
and terrors and perplexities wherewith I have 
grappled; the conflicts and troubles of an 

that 
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that Pyhave Iain under, the many sins that I 
have fallen into, (grievous to myself, and. 
heinous in the sight of God, though not so 
scandalous as some others, to the view of the 
world ;) and the escapes that I have made, the 
preservations and deliverances, the mercies and 
blessings, the revivings and comforts that I 
have found; are so many enticements to me, 
and ‘so many engagements upon me, to do 
somewhat according to the ability which God. 
hath given me, for the direction, the support, 
and help of others, that may be im the like 
condition. And may the thing here done be 
but well taken by any that fear God (the 
generation of them that seek his face, and are 
in love with prayer!) I shall then little concern 
myself what’s the resentment or censure of any 
one else ; whether it be the worldly drudge, 
the sordid earth-worm, that throws prayers out 
of doors, as his interruption and hindrance ; 
or the dissolute epicure, that takes’ pleasure in 
nothing but his mire, and shrinks frem draw- 
ing nigh to the Holy God, as his. hated task 
and torment; or the profane droll); that even 
laughs his Judge Eternal: in the face, and 
mightily applauds himself, for daring to make 
a scorn of all that-is serious and sacred; or 
the trifling impertinent, that is. for all manner 
of exercises, but only those of religion; or 
lastly, the formal hypocrite, that only now 
and then passes a slight compliment on the 
Majesty of Sic para still mortally hates 
the life and power of godliness. “Phe ee 
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and the satisfaction of one pious experienced 
Christian, that has known the grace of God in 
truth, is more to me than the exceptions and 
the clamors of a thousand such as these. 

If this piece fly further abroad than my first 
intention; and if others, that know nothing 
of what concerns me, may pick out any thing 
here to further them in the way heaven-ward, 
I shall havé the more cause then to bless God, 
for making me such an instrument of his grace. 
Yea, where I can but do the least good to 
any poor soul, I shall not think my labor in 
vain in the Lord. But my great care is for 
the souls of whom I have the charge; and for 
the rest of my friends and neighbors within 
my reach, whom I have (you know) so much 
and often importuned and called upon togive 
themselves to prayer, both in your families, 
and in your retirements every day. Not barely 
to read or say over so many words of prayer 
{as if it would presently make all whole and 
well, only to use such or such a form, ‘that 
you think pertinent to your case, as a plaister 
fit for the sore) but to do it with a praying 
heart, with a mind intent upon the work, and 
your spirits engaged in his service. The rea- 
sons for which, and the necessity of it, with 

. the lawfulness and expediency of 

Liberty of  USing forms (especially where other 
“Prayer assert- abilities are wanting) I, shall not 
ae insist upon-here ; because I have 

»* done it already elsewhere. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, what some talk so much against all 
Forms of Prayer, I think, is as little to be 
regarded. as what others do so bitterly inveigh 
against all prayer that is out of Form; but 
in this matter I_ cannot but much approye the 

temper of an eminent churchman, 

Bishop wit- (afterwards made one of our right 
tenhall [Enter Rey. Bishops) who in his method 
set] Yea and order for private devotion, 

thus freely and moderately gives 
his sense: ; 

P. 62. ‘ Whether every particular expres- 
sion, or the just words before-thought, it 
happily matters not very much; but that 
some fit, significant, proper, and quickening 
expressions for the several parts and substan- 
tials of my prayer be prepared, it 1s expe- 
dient.’——P. 81. ‘I profess myself no whit 
guilty of undervaluing the free effusions of 
the soul before God, in private especially, 
in such expressions as the affected moved 
mind suggests ;’ or, as the spirit gives utter- 
ance.’—P. 284. ‘ If I am able to pray other- 
wise, I shall not haply always see it fit, or 
convenient, to use set or composed forms ; 
for that there may be many particular af- 
fecting circumstances in my sins, which no 
form will express so plainly as I haye need to 
express them for the moving of my sorrow.’ 
—P. 285. ‘ If I find my heart ready, and so 
“composed, that I dare venture upon what we 
‘ call a convinced prayer, it being of my own 
‘invention, by the assistance of the Spirit, 

may 
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‘ may more perfectly suit my condition in all 
* than one framed by another to my hand.’— 
P. 81, 82. ‘ Though constantly to use that 
way, may make our devotion more slight and. 
disorderly, through the coldness, dullness, or 
heedlessness of our heart, or through distrac- 
tions, incumbrances, or like mischiefs: and 
it may often occasion the omission of many 
necessary things, through incogitancy, and 
unavoidable forgetfulness.’—-P. 8. ‘ But 
whether the words in which we utter our- 
selyes be forethought or sudden, provided 
they fitly and reverently express the inward 
sense of our hearts, it matters not, nor is it at 
all essential to prayer.’ —P. 81. ‘ Be the words 
whose they will, my praying them, i. e. of- 
‘fering them up to God, with a heart suitable 
to them, hath made them as much mine, as 
if I had invented, contrived, dictated, or 

‘ penned them at first.’ 
~The manner then of expressing yourselves 
in my words, or in your own, or others, I 
leave, as here this author does, at liberty : and 
any helps that I have offered, in the following 
specimens, you may take or refuse, as you see 
good: only I must with all earnestness, be- 
seech you to take care, and. to make conscience 
that the thing be daily done, and that heartily, 
as to the Lord : as ever you hope to reap any 
real good from the labors of your ministers, 
or ever to see their faces, or the face of God 
with comfort in that one day, when we must 
all 
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all give up our last accounts, “and be finally 
determined for our everlasting state. When 
such as could not be prevailed with to give 
themselves to prayer, and to call upon the name 
of God, now in the day of grace, this time of 
mercy, shall with fruitless desires, wish them- 
selves out of being; and no less vainly, than 
desperately, call upon rocks and mountains to 
fall upon them, and to hide them from his face, 
and to save them from his wrath in the day of 
judgment, that time of recompence and fury. 
And, therefore, according to that most co- 
gent admonition of the author of the Whole 
Duty of Man, Part 5, Sect. 12. ‘ Let no man 
‘ that professes himself a Christian, keep so 
‘ heathenish a family, as not te see that God 
‘ be daily worshipped in it.? To which, let 
that be added of the other author afore quoted, 
P. 15. Prayer with the family, no one who 
‘ would have God to bless his family can 
‘ think that he may neglect.’ And I shall 
give no further exhortation here to family 
prayer ;* because I have done so much to 
that purpose since the first edition hereof, in 
another book written upon that particular ‘ar- 

gument. . 
Beloved, I am more sensible of my own 
frailty, than to reckon upon a much longer 
continuance in the world, which we all shall 
find to be so short a thoroughfare to the place 
of our eternal abode : and while I live, I 
. ~~~ desire 
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desire nothing more from you, than the con- 
solation of observing your devotion, and striv- 
ing together with me in your prayers for your 
own salvation. And when I am dead and 
gone, I would leave behind me, not only some 
token of my love to you; but also some as- 
sistance in that way of your duty, wherein you 
are to follow those who are already entered in- 
to the heavenly glory. 

Iam apt to think, that some who are con- 
vinced of this duty, to use daily prayers, and 
who also feel an inclination to it, and some 
disposedness for #t in their hearts, may yet be 
under a discouragement for want of suitable 
helps in a readiness to discharge the work.— 
For such, alas! is the dullness and indifferency 
of sinful men to that which is best for them, 
and which most highly concerns them, that 
they are not apt to be solicitous, so as they 
use to shew themselves in their worldly con- 
cerns, to seek out after the provisions and con- 
veniences for the spiritual life, unless these 
fall directly in their way, and are set just be- 
fore them. And, therefore, this prayer-book 
I have had in my thoughts to provide, and 
put into the hands of some of the poorer sort ; 
and, without imposing upon any, I would 
also move such able friends as may favor the 
design, to lend a charitable hand. in assisting 
to furnish more of these poor creatures, who, 
by the help of such a gift, might be put ina 
way to get the best and greatest riches; but I 

shall 
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shall not offer to disturb any that are in the 
possession of better means already; no, let 
them go on with the use of them, and God’s 
blessing be upon them: and if but any thing 
here should be found agreeable and useful to 
others, they are at liberty to collect and take 
what they will, and pass over the rest. For, 
as the celebrated Dr. Hammond tells us, 
[ Prat. Cat. Lib. 3. Sect. 2, Ans. 5.] ‘ The 
‘ church being obeyed in the observation of 
‘the prescribed Liturgy in public, it is not 
* supposed by our church, but that every one 
‘in private may ask his own wants in what 
‘ form of words he shall think fit: yet, that 
‘ he may do it fitly and reverently, it will not 
‘ be amiss for him to acquaint himself with 
‘ the several addresses to God which the Book 
‘ of Psalms, and other parts of Holy Writ, 
‘ and other helps of devotion, will afford him, 
‘ either to use, as he finds them -fit for the 
‘ present purpose, or by those patterns to direct 
‘ and prepare himself to do the like.’ 

Now, may this poor attempt of mine be an 
invitation to some of my pious and learned 
brethren in the ministry, to set out some bet- 
ter entertainment for their people; and I 
shall be abundantly satisfied and pleased to 
see the thing promoted, and still further im- 
proved; though my whole performance should 
be vacated and excluded, to make room for 
others deserving the precedence. In the mean 
time, may a blessing from above follow pe 
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small endeavors of mine, and make them 
prosperous, in.any measure, to help your de- 
votion: and that you may in the use of any 
prayers here set before you, find some adyan- 
tage to your souls, and the daily promotion of 
your sanctification, peace and salvation, is the 
earnest desire and prayer of 


Your devoted Servant, 


In the Work of our Lord, 


B. J. 
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Besiwes the addition .of some prayers 
here, more than were in the first impression, 
which you will find marked with an asterisk in 
the Contents; these latter editions do give me 
the opportunity of making some corrections to 
my own (and I hope also to others’) better satis- 
faction; yet have I held my hand from altering 
much lest the book should now appear another 
thing than before, to the offence of any that 
have been purchasers of the other; but the 
perusers who are observant, may pereeiye here 
so many corrections and amendments, as will 
give some advantage to such as shall think fit 
to make themselves owners of this. 

I should have enlarged the forms for families 
in several parts, especially in those pertaining 
to the confessions of sin; which (as an excel- 
Jent bishop of this church, upon the survey of 
this book, according to his wise and humble 
piety, was pleased to give me his sense) 
need more to be insisted upon than common- 
ly we find ; but that I feared such enlargements 
of the prayers might hinder. many — 
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from using them at all: and though now I was 
solicited again, to hasten another review, in 
order to the impression, more additions you 
might have seen throughout the book, but 
that I should thus have made it too chargeable 
for some pockets, and too bulky for any. 

The many emendations, therefore, which 
intelligent perusers may observe in this new 
edition will notadd cither to the size or price; 
but only make some things more smooth and 
easy to those of inferior capacity; and the 
intermixture of many more words here than 
formerly, may better engage the attention, and 
quicken the sense of common readers. 

May it please God to give the perusers of 
these helps serious minds and praying hearts, 
the good intention, and fervent devotion, to 
make the fuel here prepared flame on the altar: 
and when thy soul, reader, is so raised heaven- 
ward, send up one kind petition for ‘his saving 
mercy on the poor unworthy Author. 


THE 


foxx J 


THE 


CONTENTS. 


Page. 

A PRAYER for Devotion, and a right frame of 
Spirit in the Worship of God, 1 
A Family Prayer, in order of the Lord’s Player, 3 


Morning Prayer for a Family, - - 8 
Another Morning Prayer for a Family, - hl 
A third Morning Prayer, - - 13 
A fourth Morning Prayer, - rt 16 
A fifth Morning Prayer, ~ - 19 
A sixth Morning Prayer, 2 « 22 
A seventh Morning Prayer, - - 25 
Evening Prayer for a Family, ~ - OT 
Another Evening Prayer, = = ap 
A third Evening Prayer, ~ e 85 
A fourth Evening Prayer, - = 39 
A fifth Evening Prayer, - o a 44 
A sixth Evening Prayer, - & Z 49 
A seventh Evening Prayer, . 54 
Morning Prayer for the Lord’s ae 57 
Another Morning Prayer for the Lord’s Day, 60 
Evening Prayer for the Lora’s Day, - 63 
Another Evening Prayer for the Lord’s Day, 68 
A Prayer for any intermediate time of the Lord’s 
Day, - - 7S 


A Confession of the Sins rae Rehr > ae Prayer for 
Grace to perform the Duties enjoined in the 
Commandments: Preparatory to the Sacra- 
ment; or at any time of Humiliation, 76 

A Prayer before the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,83 

A Prayer for Grace to resign, and give up our- 
selves to God, 87 

* Some devout Ejaculations and Elevations of the 
Soul before receiving at the Lord’s Table, 90 

Thanksgiving and Prayer after the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper, - - =r 93 

Some 


CONTENTS. ° sith 


Page 
Some devout Ejaculations and Elevations of the 
Soul after receiving at the Lord’s Table, 96 
Prayer and Humiliation for a public Fast-Day, 99 
* Confession and Prayer for the Ey wets of a pub- 


lic Fast-Day, 106 
An Addition in Time of War, 111 
in Time of Infection, - 113 
in Time of Famine, - 115 
* Devout Application to the Lord in Time of great 
Thunder, or some terrible Tempest, 116 
es in Time of any sore and griey- 
ous Calamity, 119 
under any great Difficulties 
and arduous Affairs, 120 
A Prayer for Temporal blowin ees - 121 
for Rain, - - F235 
for Fair Weather, - ibid. 
Prayer and Praise for a public rhe ae hha ome A a 
Thanksgiving for Temporal Blessings - 128 
for Rain, - - - 129 
os for Fair Weather, | - “ibid. 
a for Cessation of Infection, 130 
——_—____—— for the Restoration of Plenty, 131 
for Victory over our Enemies, — ibid 
for Peace, - - 133 


* Thanksgiving after a safe and good Journey, 134 
Thanksgiving for Preservation and Deliverance 


from Dangers and Troubles, - 135 
Thanksgiving and Prayer after Recovery out of 
a dangerous Sickness, 138 
A Prayer for Blessing, Direction, Help and vine 
Success, in any great Enterprize, 14) 
A Prayer when going abroad, - 143 
for Illumination and SENG. 144 
for Repentance, - 147 
for.Faith and Trust in God, , 149 
A hayek, for Power to live by Faith — Christ 
and the Divine Promises, 151 
A Prayer for the Divine Assistance, - 156 


A Prayer 


t 


Xxil CONTENTS. 


Page 
A Prayer for Sincerity, - - 158 
for Humility, - - 160 
— for Mindfulness of God's Drestiice; 162 
oe for Tenderness of Heart, - 164 
a for the Fear of God, . 165 
— for the Love of God, = 167 
— for Hope, - - 170 
for Charity, - - 172 
— for Unity, - - 174 
for Meekness and Peaceableness, 175 
— under Abuses and Provocations, 177 
oe under Infamy and Disgrace, - 180 
— for our Enemies, - 182 

under Crosses and Disappointments in 
our Affairs, - - - 184 

— under Losses and Damages in our 

Goods and Estates, - -185 


———- under Confinement and Loss of Liberty, 186 
under sad Accidents and Disasters fall- 


ing on the Body, - 188 
eth for a bird Man; - oon is 190 
———_—- under grievous Pains, - 192 
——_—— under dangerous Sickness, = 194. 
———— under lingering Sickness, - 197 
———— for one thatis stupified or light-headed, 198 
——-—— fora sick Child, - - 201 
— for a dying Man past Hope of Recoyery,202 
———— upon the News of other’s Death, 204 
———— upon the Death of our dear Friends, 206 
ee for Patience, - - - 207 


———— for Preparation and Readiness to die, 209 
———_— in public Commotions and Distractions,2 12 
———— in Time of threatening Dangers, 213 
——— upon the Remembrance of former Sins, 215 
———_— under Fears and Doubts of our 7 asa 


Condition, 217 

——— under the Dread 56 God's’ Wrath, and 
everlasting Damnation, o- 219 
under strong Temptations, = = 221 


A Prayer 


GONTEN TS. Xxiii 


Page 

A Prayer for Chastity, - 223 
— for the Mortification of all fleshly Lusts, 225 

before Hearing of God’s Word, 227 

— after Hearing of the Word, _ 228 

— for increase of Grace, . ~ 229 

a for quickening Grace, - 232 


forAbility to acquit ourselves as we ought 

in our several Places and Relations, 233 
forGrace to serve theLord withGladness,234 
for Skill to carry ourselves aright among 

all with whom we are concerned in 


the World, - - 236 

for Grace to use our Speech aright, 238 

The convinced Sinner’s Prayer, - ss 241 

A Prayer for the troubled Soul, - 245 
— for the enjoyment of God’s gracious 

Presence and divine Communion, 247 

-— for heavenly Comforts, - 251 

Prayer and Praise for a converted Sinner, 254 

- A Prayer after a Relapse into Sin, 257 


Another humbling Office under any foul Fall, 259. 
Thanksgiving for Recovery after a Fall into Sin, 263 
; for Spiritual Victory, . 265 
A Prayer for greater Concernment and Diligence 
for the Soul, and the things of another 


World, - - 267 
— for Faithfulness and Constancy in the 

‘Profession of our Religion, 270 

————= for Zeal and Activity in the Practice of 
_ our Religion, 271 

— against Worldliness, nick for a heerae 
ly Mind, - - - 274 
———— for Perseverance and Grace to endure : 
to the End, - - (276 
——— in Prosperity, - - 278 

———— for the Enlargement and Prosperity of 
-»» ~. the Church, = 281 
. for the Reformed Churches abioud; 282 
for our Church, - - 285 
The Magistrate’s Prayer, - 288 


A Prayer for all our Bishops,Pastors,and Ministers,290 
The 


XXIV C.0 NT E: N:4:S: 


Page. 
The Author’s Prayer for himself as a Minister, 293 
* Prayer for a Blessing on the Societies confeder- 


ate to promote Reformation of Manners, 295 
A Prayer for our Benefactors, - = 298 
for our pious Friends, - 299 
— for our Friend, whose Soul we fear to be 
in a dangerous Condition, - 301 
fer the Unconverted, - 308 . 


for all that desire our Prayers, - 308 
for a Blessing on our intended Marriage,309 


The Husband’s Prayer, - Po ae. ll 
he Wife’s Prayer, - oh fs 312 
A Prayer for a Woman in Travail, - 313 
Thanksgiving after safe Delivery, - 314 
Prayer for our Children, - - 316 
for our Parents, - - B17, 
The Widow’s Prayer, - - 318 
The Orphan’s Prayer, - - 319 
The Aged’s Prayer, “ - Smad 
The Child’s Prayer, 323 
A Prayer to be used by the Rich and Greats $25 
to be used by such as are Poor and Low 

in the World, ~ - $27 

The Master ofa Family, his Prayers - $29 ~ 
The Servant’s Prayer, - 332 
The Soldier’s Prayer, 334 
A Prayer for the Melancholy and Dejeateds - > 336 
* A Prayer for the Lunatic and Distracted, 338 
A Prayer for insensible Sinners, - 339 
The condemned Malefactor’s Prayer, - 341 


Prayer and Praise upon the Occasion of our Bless-. 
ed Saviour’s coming into the World, - 345 
A Prayer on the Occasion of his Death, «ss: 348 
Prayer & Praise on theOccasion of hisResurrection,35 1 
Prayer & Praise on the Occasion of his egal 
A Prayer on the Occasion of the coming. of the 
Holy Ghost, a 
on the Gorameniiaai of ay. 
A Soliloquy for the pious Soul’s Solace, by ¥ 


of Paraphrase on the Creed, oe $8 
PR ABER : 


PIES LTL SLOG FLD ILO SGE LEG LEG ELLIO SL GPF 


PRAYERS 


OFFICES OF DEVOTION. 
———aa C> a—— 


A Prayer for Devotion, and a Right Frame of 
ae Spirit in the Worship of God. 


O ‘MOST Highand Holy, Blessed and Glo- 
rious Lord my God! Thou wilt be sanctified 
in them that come nigh thee; and thou art 
greatly to be feared, and to be had in continu- 
al reverence of all that are about thee. Be 
pleased to sanctify my heart with thy grace, 
-that I may sanctify the Lord God in my heart ; 
and so draw nigh unto thee, that thou mayést 
draw nigh unto me : ‘and in such manner pour 
out my heart before thee, that thou mayest 
pour down thy heavenly blessings and favor 
Shy: Cc I desire 


, 


¢ 
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I desire, O my God, to meet thee in thy 
ways: and, in compliance with thy gracious 
appointment, I fall down and worship here at 
thy footstool, in the name and mediation of 
thy dear Son. For how unworthy am I to 
come into thy holy presence! And how unable 
of myself to perform any duties of service 
meet to be rendered unto the heavenly Majes- 
ty! O let thy great mercy overlook my un- 
worthiness; and, by thy powerful grace, keep 
me from every offensive thing that would make 
my prayers sin and abomination to the Lord. 
And as thou hast made me sensible of my du- 
ty, and of my own insufficiency to discharge it 
as I ought, so may thy good spirit help my in- 
firmities, and increase my abilities for thy ser- 
vice; that, without sinful dulness or distrac- 
tions, I may worship thee in spirit and in 
truth; and serve thee with reverence and god- 
ly fear: yea, with all readiness and love, and 
delight in approaching unto God. 

Instruct me, gracious Lord, in the know- 

‘ledge of thy will; and assist me in the way of 
my duty: that I may both understand what is 


thy pleasure concerning me; and also may find 


grace sufficient to perform it. O make me such 
_a spiritual worshipper as thou dost seek; and 
“my service such a spiritual sacrifice as thou 

“wilt accept. ve ph 
_ Help me, my strength and my Redeemer, 
te offer up my heart and myself, together with 
_my prayers and addresses, unto thee: that I 
- may not be rash with my mouth, nor hasty in 
i ie my 


Jor Devotion. 3 


my heart to utter any thing rudely before thee ; 
nor draw nigh to thee, with lips and body, 
when my heart is far from thee: but that heart 
and soul, and all that is within me, may be ta- 
ken up ina devout, and faithful, and affection- 
ate attendance upon thee. 

And thou that hearest prayers, O quicken 
me, that 1 may call upon thy name. And let 
me receive such grace from thee, as may en- 
able me to perform acceptable service unto 
thee ; through the beloved of my soul, my only 
Saviour and prevailing Advocate, 4 esus Christ. 
Almen. 


A Lamily Prayer, in the Order of our Lords 


rayer. 


O GOD, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by eternal generation: the Father 
of all things, by temporal creation: and the 
Father of thy people, by adoption and spiritual 
regeneration ! what manner of love this is, that 
we, (rebels against heaven, slaves of satan, 
and children of wrath) shall be made the chil- 
dren of the Most High, and heirs of everlasting 
glory! We are thine, O Lord, for thou hast 
made. us out of nothing, and looked upon us 
in our blood, to set us up again, after we had 
destroyed ourselves. Thou art in heaven, O 
that we may in heart and mind, thither ascend ; 
and with.all lowliness worship at the footstool 
of thy glorious Majesty. Thou art our Fa- 
ther : 6 that we may with trust and delight,’ 
as 
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as children, draw nigh unto thee: who hast 
all fulness both of power and mercy, to do for 
us. And may we also love as brethren, and 
still hold together as dear children of the same 
heavenly Father. 

And O that all the world may give thee, our 
God, the glory due to thy great name! that 
thou mayest be more known, and feared, and 
loved, and honored, by us, and by all men, 
as our supreme Lord, and as our chiefest 
good: that we may glorify thee as we ought, 
in our thoughts and desires, and in our words 
and ways ! , 

O that the kingdom of sin and satan may 
be still more and more weakened, till they be 
utterly destroyed! Thatall the powers on earth 
may use for thee the authority which they have 
received from thee! That all the kingdoms of 
the world may become the kingdoms of our 
Lord,s and of his Christ; and Jerusalem be 
made the joy and praise of the whole earth! O 
that Christ may dwell andrule in our hearts by 
his spirit and grace; and make us a willing 
_ people, the faithful subjects of his holy king- 
dom ; and still reign over us here, till we are 
made fit to live and reign with him and all his 
redeemed, in the heavenly glory. for ever. O 
thou blessed and only Potentate! let thy king~ 
dom come, so powerfully into us, that thy will 
may be done still faithfully and cheerfully by us. 

And may thy will and word, O Lord, and the 
way of thy salvation, be every where known 
upon earth. Let the light of thy gospel shine 

and 
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and prevail, and win more proselites daily 
throughout the world. O send the means of 
grace, where they are not: and make them 
prosperous and successful where they are. Let 
the will of thy word and will of our God, be 
the rule of our lives, to guide and sway us in 
all our ways. Make us more conformable to 
thy will in all that thou requirest of us; and 
more submissive to thy will in all that thou lay- 
est uponus. Yea, make us pleased with what- 
ever is thy pleasure ; and greatly to love thy 
word, and delight to do thy will, and joyfully 
and cheerfully to serve thee: as thy glorious: 
angels and saints above, whose heaven it is’to 
please and enjoy the Lord. i Re 
And, till we are fitted for the better glorious 
life to come, give us, O Father, of thy gra- 
‘cious bounty, all things needful and convenient 
for our present being here. Preserve us from 
all the snares and dangers that attend both the 
prosperous and the afflicted case. When \ 
this world’s good, O that we may use it wisely 
and piously, to thy glory: and whenever thou 
takest it from us, make us contented, and » 
patient, and thankful; and the more intent 
upon that good, which shall never be taken 
away. O good God! we beg, that still’ we 
may be in that state of body which thou know-. 
est to be best for our souls; and that all which: 
We have in this life, may tend and help to speed 
us to the blessed life immortal. ‘4 
_ _ Weare ashamed and sorry that we have so 
much and so long dishonored thy blessed 
- C2 “Tame 


% 
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name, disobeyed thy holy word, and abused 
thy rich mercy. We desire to return, and to 
be reconciled to our God; to be humble and . 
penitent for our sins, and to entreat thy gra- 
cious favor in Jesus Christ, for the pardon of 
them. Forgive us, we beseech thee, O Father 
of mercies, for his sake, all the sins that ever 
we have committed against thee; especially 
we beg to be discharged from those wasting and 
resumptuous sins, committed against the striv- , 
ings of thy Spirit and the checks of our own 
enlightened minds, that have made the saddest 
breaches upon our peace, and filled our souls 
with the dread of thy wrath. O give us tokens 
for good to persuade and assure our hearts that 
thou hast such mercy in store for us. And 
incline our hearts, O Lord, to forgive, and to 
be merciful, as we need to be forgiven, and as: 
we desire to obtain mercy. burs - 
And, that iniquities may not prevail against | 
us, to spoil us for the future, subdue them, O 
God of all grace, by the power of thy holy 
Spirit ; and never suffer us to be tempted above 
the strength wherewith thy grace shall supply 
us. Make us wary to avoid all the temptations 
we can, and strong in the Lord to overcome 
what we must encounter. We are , frail 
creatures: but thou, O Lord Almighty, art 
stronger than the strong one: O do thou pro- 
tect us, we beseech thee, by thy powerful 
aids: and so keep us from falling, that we may 
never be made a prey to the cruel murderer 
of souls; nor be delivered into those bitter 


pans . 
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pains of eternal death, which are the sad wa- 
ges of our sins; but may find a way to escape 
eyery snare, and be preserved safe to thy heay- 
enly kingdom. | 

Thine is the kingdom; O Lord most high! 
thou art the King of all the world : and happy 
are they who are under the conduct of thy 
good spirit, as the willing subjects of thy spir- 
itual kingdom. We desire and beg that we 
may all be found of that number. Save, Lord, 
and let the King of heaven hear us when we call. 

We ask great things at thy hands, but not 
too great for the Almighty God to grant: for 
thine is the power: and thou art able to de 
for us exceeding abundantly, even above all 
that we ask or think: O reveal thy glorious 
arm to do the things worthy of God, which 
none but thy blessed Self can do; in forgiving 
and healing, and helping us, who have undone 
ourselves, and are hopeless and helpless in 
ourselves. 

Thine is the glory: O God; and such are 
the wonders of thy grace, to get thee glory in 
the salvation of those that were lost. 

_ Therefore, though we are exceedingly guil- 
ty and utterly unworthy: yet we do pray and 

hope, that thou wilt glorify thy mercy, to re-_ 
member us in our low estate: and to relieve 
us in all our wants and straits, who forsake 
every refuge else to come to thee, O blessed 
God, alone ; and have all our expectation from 
thee; and have all our dependence upon 
thee; trusting only in thy gracious goodness 
Nite’, through 
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through the all-sufficient merits and mediation 
of our blessed Redeemer : and looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 

And to thee, O great and glorious Lord our 
God, whose kingdom ruleth over all; to thee 
who dost whatever thou pleasest in heaven and 
in earth: to thee who shewest forth all thy 
glory to the blessed that are in thy presence, 
be glory in the highest, and all thanks and 
praise ascribed of us, and of all the world, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


Morning Prayer for a Family. 


O LORD, the blessed God of our salva- 
tion! thou art the hope of all the ends of 
the earth, upon whom the eyes of all do wait: 
for thou givest unto all life, and breath, and 
all things. In thee we ever liye, and move and 
are; and upon thee we continually do depend 
for all the good that ever we have, or hope for. 
Still thou takest care of us, and watchest for® 
good over us; evenin our restand sleep, when 
we have not so much as any thoughts of caring” 
for ourselves: and daily thou renewest to us 
our lives, and thy mercies: every morning 
giving us new occasions still for thy praise, and 
our thankfulness. And thou hast given us: 
the assurance of thy word, that if we commit 
our affairs to thee, and acknowledge thee in 
all our, ways, thou wilt establish our thoughts, 
and direct our path. And therefore we desire, 
O Lord, still to put ourselves under thy gracious” 
conduct’ 
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conduct, and thy fatherly protection ; and to bee 
the heavenly guidance and blessing, and assist- 
ance of thy good Spirit, to choose our inherit- 
ance for us; and to dispose of us and of all 
that concern us, to the glory of thy name. 

O Lord, withdraw not thy tender mercies 
from us, nor the comforts of thy presence, nor 
the assistance of thy Spirit ; for our great con- 
tempt and manifold abuses of all such grace 
and goodness. Never punish our past sins, by 
giving us over to the love and power of our 
sins; but give us true penitent hearts for all 
the evils committed by us; and thy merciful 
discharge from all the guilt that lies upon us. 
And grant us, O good God, the comiortable 
sense and apprehension of thy gracious accept- 
ance of us, and thy merciful intentions towards 
us, in the Son of thy love, the Lover of our 
souls: that our souls may bless thee, and all 
that is within us may praise thy holy name. 

And O that we may find. the joy of the Lord 
to be our strength, to enable us against our 
sins; especially the sins to which we are 
most addicted, and whereof we are in greatest 
danger; and to make us also more ready to 
every good work, and better disposed. for all 
the duties of piety, justice, charity and. sobrie- 
ty, which we owe to thee our God, to our | 
neighbor and ourselves: that herein we may ex- 
ercise ourselves to have always the conscience 
void of offence towards God, and towards men.. 
O help us to walk circumspectly, not as fools, 
but as Wise ; carefully redeeming the time that 
Ph we 
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we have lost, and conscientiously improving 
all those seasons, and means of grace, which 
thou art pleased to put into our hands, for the 
best profit and advantage of our souls: And. 
while we are upon earth, O give us all things 
needful and convenient for our present pilgrim- 
age : and sanctify to us all our enjoyments, and 
all estates that we go through, and all events 
that now befal us; till, through the merits of 
thy Son, and the multitude of thy mercies, we 
are conducted safe to be ever with the Lord. 
Amidst all our other affairs in this world, O let 
us never forget or neglect the one thing needful ; 
but be in greatest care so to demean ourselves 
every day, as may forward our comfortable ac- 
counts in the great day of thy appearingand glory. 

O gracious Father! keep us we beseech 
thee, this day in thy fear and favor; and help 
us to live to thy -honor and glory. If thou 
guide us not, we shall run into errors; if thou 
preserve us not, we shall fall into dangers: O 
let thy good providence be our defence and se- 
curity : and let thy holy Spirit be our guide and 
counsellor in all our ways. And grant that 
we may take the ways and courses agreeable to 
thy will, and acceptable in thy sight, through 
Jesus Christ: in whose sacred name and words 


¥ 


we close up these our imperfect requests to — 


thee, Our Father, &c. . 

Let thy grace, O Lord Jesus Christ, thy love 
O heavenly Father, thy comfortable fellowship, 
O holy blessed Spirit, be with us, and with all 


whom we ought to beg thy mercy for in our — 


prayers, this day, and for evermore. men. 
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Another Morning Prayer for a Family. 


LORD, thou art the God, whose we are, 

and whom we ought to serve, with all 
the endowments and abilities for thy service, 
wherewith thou hast .blessed us. For thou 
hast laid upon us all the obligations of thy laws, 
and all the endearments of thy love, to be 
faithful in the covenant of our God, and to ‘ 
abound in the work of the Lord. But we de- 
sire to humble our sinful selves here before 
thee, that our lives have been so unservice- 
able to thee, and so full of provocation against 
thee : that the dishonor which we have done 
thee, O Lord, has by many degrees, exceed- 
ed all the service: that we have lived to our- , 
-selves, more than to the Lord and giver of our 
lives; and have served our own lusts and plea- 
sures more than thy holy blessed will; which 
-is the rule of all righteousness, and in the per- 
formance whereof there is the greatest reward. 
O how have we disbelieved thy truths, disobey- 
ed thy commands, disregarded thy promises 
and threats! and resisted and defeated all th 
gracious methods to reclaim us from the evi 
of our ways, and to bring us over entirely to 
thyself. . 

We have sinned against thee, our God, to 
the infinite wrong and damage of our own 
souls ;-and by our sins we have spoiled and de- | 
_stroyed ourselves ;. but it is not in us to recoy- 
-ex and save ourselyesve No: in thee alone is all 
“$s aS our 
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cour help. Yea, thou hast iaid help upon one 
that is mighty and able to save to the uttermost 
all that come to God through him: through 
whom thou hast encouraged us to come boldly 
‘to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mer- 
‘cy, and find grace to help in time of our need. 
In him, therefore, we beg, Lord, that thou wilt 
be reconciled to us, and at peace with us; ‘asa 

Father of mercies, and a God of consolation. 
And for his sake, enable us also, we beseech 
thee, to demean ourselves as becomes the chil- 
dren of God, the redeemed of the Lord, and 
the members and followers of Jesus Christ. O 
put such principles of grace and holiness into 
our hearts, as may make us to hate all iniqui- 
ty, and every false way. And put thy spirit 
within us, causing us to walk in thy statutes, 
and to keep thy judgments, and to do them. 
Nor only lay thy commands upon us; but.be 
pleased, O Lord, to enable us for the perform- 
ance of every duty required of us, And soen- 
gage our hearts to thyself, that we may make 
it our meat and drink to do thy will; and with 
enlarged hearts, run the way of thy commands. 
O make our services acceptable to thee while 
we live, and our souls ready for thee when we 
die. And as long as we are in this world, 
keep us, O Lord our God, from the evil of it, 
and from the snares and dangers which thou 
knowest we are continually exposed to in it. 
O make our passage safe and sure, through all 
the changes, troubles, temptations, and vari- 
ous conditions of this mortal life, to the - 
e 


changea 
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changeable glories and felicities, of life ever- 
lasting. 

Be merciful to us, good Lord, and bless us, 
and keep us this day, in all our ways, and in 
all. our lawful designs: and undertakings : and 
may: we take nothing in hand, but what is war- 
ranted. by thy. word. O: let us be in the fear 
of the Lord. all the day long; let thy fear be 
ever before our eyes to restrain us from the 
things provoking to our God, and destructive 
toour souls. And let thy love abound in our 
hearts, and sweetly and powerfully constrain 
us tovall faithful and cheerful obedience, ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, through him that hath 
loved: and redeemed us; even the Lord our 


righteousness ; in-whose blessed‘name, and the’ 


words of. prayer which himself has taught us, 
we continue praying, Our Father, &e. 

The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son. 
and Holy Ghost, be with us, and with all. that 
belong to us, this day, and:for evermore. Amen. 


A third Morning Prayer. 


- LORD God, merciful, and gracious, 
' Jong suffering, and) abundant in good- 


ness and truth! ‘Thou keepest mercy for thous: 


sands, pardonest iniquity, transgression and.sin, 
and doth not retain thy anger for ever, because’ 
thou: delightest in mercy. How excellent is thy’ 
loving kindness, O:God! therefore do the sons. 
of men’ put their trust under the shadow of thy: 
Wings. ee an 

a. up 
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up to that bountiful hand of thine, from whence 
we evermore have received all our good things. 
O Lord our God! be thou pleased to look 
down mercifully upon us, and be gracious and 
favorable to us, as thou usest to be wnto those 
that love thy name. O look not upon the sin of 
our nature, nor the sins of our hearts and lives ; 
which are more than we can remember, and 
greater than we can express; and suchas make 
us seem vile, even in our own eyes, and so 
highly guilty before thy holy Majesty, that it 
is of the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, 
because thy compassions fail not. But behold 
us in mercy, through the merits and media- 
tion of thy Son our Saviour, who did no sin, 
and was manifested that he might take away 
our sins: by whom it is, that we have this ac- 
cess to the Majesty on high, and encourage- 
ment to come into thy presence, to ask what 
we need, and what thou aboundest with, and 
art inclinable to make thy poor creatures hap- 
py in the enjoyment of. 

And seeing there is in Christ Jesus an infi- 
nite fulness of all that ever we can want or wish 
to make us holy, and to make us most blessed 
eternally: O that we may all receitye of his 
fulness grace sufficient for us: to pardon our 
sins, and subdue our iniquities ; to justify our 
persons, and to sanctify our souls ; and to, 
complete upon our hearts and lives that holy 
renovating change, which may. still more and. 
more transform us into the blessed image after) 
-which thou didst create us; and make. us still) 

j more 
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more meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of thy saints in light. 

And teach us, O Lord our God, to use this 
world without abusing it, and to enjoy the 
things of it, without losing our part in thy 
love, which is better than life. Whatever we 
have of the world, O may we have the same 
with thy leave and love, sanctified to us by the 
word of God, and prayer; and by the right 
employment and improvement thereof to thy 
glory, who art the gracious Giver of all our 
good things. And whatsoever we want of the 
things of this life, O Lord our heavenly Fa- 
ther, leave us not destitute of any of those 
things that accompany salvation, but adorn our 
souls with all such graces of thy holy Spirit, 
as may enable us to adorn the doctrine of Ged 
our Saviour inall things, by such a conversa- 
tion as does become it. te 

Help us, O gracious Lord, in the whole of 
our duty to thee our God; and also in the 
discharge of all relative duties which we owe 
to men, whether superiors, equals, or inferi- 
ors, all with whom we have our conversation 
inthe world : that we may walk wisely to- 
ward them that are without, and kindly toward 
them that are within; and not be justly of- 
fensive unto any ; but, what in us lies, useful 
and beneficial to all. And thus let us pass the 
time of our sojourning here, in thy fear and | 
favor, and to thy honor and glory; that at 
our last review thereof, thy name may have 
the praise, and our souls the comfort, in the 

4 . hour 
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hour of death, and:in the great day‘ofour Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

And now that thou hast renewed ‘our lives 
and thy mercies to this morning, helps, good 
God, to renew our desires, and resolutions, and 
endeavors, to live in the obedience ‘of thy ‘holy 
will, and to the honor of thy: blessed name.— 
O restrain us from the evils and follies imto 
which we are prone'to fall; and quicken us 
to the offices and duties which we are averse 
to perform. And grant that we ‘may think 
and speak, and «will and do, the »things :be- 
coming the children of our heavenly Father ; 
and so»find the strong consolation “of thy :gra- 
cious acceptance’in Jesus Christ our Saviour ; 
who, when we pray, ‘has taught us to ‘say, Our 
Father, &c. | 


A fourth Morning Prayer. 


O LORD :God, ‘that hearest prayer, and 
art nigh to all that call upon «thee. in 
truth, having thine ears open to a world of 
‘creatures, ‘that»continually depend upon thee ! 
As we are moved ‘by our own necessities, ‘so 
are we encouraged by the daily ‘experience of 
‘thy mercies still to: shelter ourselves under the 
‘shadow of thy wings, and to continue our suits 
‘and supplications ‘at the throne of thy grace. 
K we beg of thee, who fashioneth all the 
hearts :of the sons of men, that thou wilt pre- 
pare our hearts to come into thy holy presence 
and to call upon thy blessed name, i a due 
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and acceptable manner. O! pour upon us the 
spirit of grace and of supplications ;. and let thy 
good Spirit help our infirmities, and teach us 
to pray, and to ask such things, and in such a 
way, as shall be most agreeable to thy will, and 
most advantageous to our souls. 

We have taken upon us to speak unto thee, 
the Sovereign Majesty of heaven and earth, 
who are but poor worms, ‘and sinful dust and 
ashes ; that have too just cause to be afraid, 
lest our great and manifold sins had provoked 
thee to hide thy face from us, and to shut Mw 
thy loving kindness in displeasure against us 
For we have done foolishly and wickedly, in 
not hearkening to the calls of thy word, ner 
yielding to the monitions of thy Spirit, to walk 
in the ways which thou hast set before us. 
Our iniquities are increased over our heads, our 
trespasses are grown even up to heaven, and our 
sins are a sore burden, too grievous and heavy 
for us to bear, T hey are infinite debts, and 
sad accounts; for which if thou, O lisrd; 
shouldst enter into judgment with us, we 
could not answer thee one of a thousand: bus 
must lay our hands upon our mouths, and plead 
nothing but guilty, having our whole depend- 
ence upon thy mercy, 

O.God, be merciful to us, miserable sinners, 
for his sake, whom thou hast exalted to be a 
Prince and. a Saviour, to give repentance to thy 
people, and forgiveness of their sins’: be mer- 
_ eiful to us, we pray thee, and heal our souls, 
that have greatly ae against thee. O heal 

our 
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our backslidings, renew us to repentance, es- 
tablish our hearts in thy true fear and love, and 
establish our goings in thy holy ways ; that we 
may not be so wavering and bent to back- 
sliding, nor revolt from thee to turn to folly, 
after thou in mercy hast spoken peace to our 
souls ; but may go on conquering and to con- 
quer all the enemies of our souls, and all the 
hinderances of our salvation, till satan be bruis- 
ed under our feet. 

O thou God ofall grace! bring such thoughts 
to our minds, and lay such considerations home 
powerfully upon our hearts, as thou knowest 
most effectual to prevail with us, to work us 
in thy will, and to keep us from our iniquity, 
within the bounds of our duty, till thou receive 
us into the blessed kingdom of thy glory. And, 
in the mean time, sanctify to us all thy dealings 
with us; and biess usin all our undertakings, 
and in all: our conditions, fruitions and rela- 
tions. Make us humble in an high estate, con- 
tented in a low, and still duly careful of our 
souls in all: following after the things now 
which will bring us true-peace and comfort at 
the last. 

_ Dispose of us, we beseech thee, our God, 
and of all that concerns. us this day, to the 
glory of thy name. O keep us at all times, 
and in all places and companies, from the 
evil of sin, and from all other evils, to which 
the greatness of our sins does make us liable. 
And take thou, O heavenly Father, the gra- 
cious-charge, and guidance, and government 
co) 
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of us; and so lead us here in all our ways, with 
thy counsel, that hereafter thou mayest receive 
us into thy glory ; through thy tender mercies, 
and our Saviour’s abundant merits: in whose 
own words, we beg all things needful for our- 
selves and others, at thy hands. 

Our Father, &c. 


A fifth Morning Prayer. 


'@) LORD our God! thy name is most ex- 
cellent in all the earth: thou hast set up 
thy glory above the heavens, and thou art wor- 
thy to be celebrated with everlasting praises of 
men and angels: for thou hast created all things 
and for thy pleasure it is that they are and were 
created. Thy hands, O Lord, have made us 
and fashioned us, and thou hast breathed into 
our nostrils the breath of life: yea, still thow 
holdest our souls in life, and givest us every 
good thing that makes our lives a blessing and 
a comfort to us. Thou hast formed us for 
thyself, that we should shew forth thy praise, 
and live to thy gloryyas we do continually live 
upon thy bounty. 

But, O Lord our God ! we have not brought 
thee the glory which thou hast made us capable 
of, and so many ways obliged us to : instead of 
that, O how greatly have we dishonored thee, 
our God, in the whole course and conduct of 
our lives! Time after time, forgetting the gra- 
cious Giver of all our good things, who art 
never unmindful of us: And O how soon have 

we 
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we been weary to do thee service, who art nev- 
er weary todo us good! Yea, we have not only 
neglected thy work, but have been disobedient 
against thy word, and have taken bold liber- 
ties, to go on after our own foolish and hurtful 
lusts, in such ways of living as thy laws and 
our own hearts disallow and condemn us for. 

And for these things we desire to pour out 
our hearts, and to humble our sinful selves 
here befere thee ; entreating thy gracious fa- 
yor, for the sake of that mercy of thine in 
Christ Jesus, which has moved thee to spare us 
so long, and to do so much for us already, 
that thou wilt be pleased to give us repentance 
and pardon for ail that is past, wherein we have 
offended thee ; whether in omitting of our 
duty, or failing in it, or doing contrary to it. 
However we have transgressed, O humble us 
_ duly under the sense of it; and, for thy dear 
Son’s sake, absolve us thoroughly from the 
guilt of it. ; 

And strengthen us, good Lord, with might 
by the spirit in the inner man, to make us more 
watchful against, and more yictorious over, the 
corruption of our nature, the temptations of 
the devil, and the distractions and allurements 
of this sinful world, wherein we live, O destroy 
in us every viscious inclination, every evil habit, 
_ and rebellious notion, that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, and against the obedi- 
ence of our Lord Jesus Christ. And increase 
and confirm in us, still more and more, thy true 
knowledge and faith, and fear, and loye ; and 

every 
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vevery prace of thy holy Spirit, which thou 


knowest to be most wanting in us, and neces- 
sary for:us: such as ‘may make our lives'still 
‘more contfortable'to ourselves, more’ profitable 
to others, and more to the glory of thy name. 
And however it goes with us, as to the con- 
cerns of this present time, O that we may still 
be found in the way of our duty, fearing God, 
-and working righteousness; that we may sc- 
cure our interest~in ‘the great Saviour ‘of the 
world, so that when all-here shall fail-us, ‘thou 
mayest take us up, and'be the: strength of our 
hearts, and our portion: for evermore. 

Day by day we-magnify thee, O Lord, who 
makest:every day of our lives still a further 
addition to thy ‘mercies. We bless thee for 
sour last:night’s preservation -and ‘protection, 
and for the rest and. refreshment ‘which ‘thou 
hast given us'therein. O cause us to/hear thy 
loving kindness in the morning, for in thee do 
we trust; cause us to know the way wherem 
‘we shall go, for we lift up our ‘souls:to thee. 
‘Cast us not away from thy presence ; take not 
‘thy-holy Spirit from us; ‘but direct all our ways 
‘to please thee our God, that thou mayest crown 
‘us with blessing and good. success. Help us to 
ssee thy power, ‘to own thy presence, to.admire 
thy wisdom, and to love thy goodness in all thy 
‘creatures. And ‘by all the comforts of creatures, 
O draw our-hearts.still nearer to thyself, the 
blessed’ Creator of every comfort; and let our 
‘meditations of God ‘be sweet as well as ‘fre- 
quent, ‘that delighting ourselves in the ae 
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te 
thou mayest give unto us the desires of our 
hearts. Such thy mercy and grace we beg for 
ourselves, and all ours, and thine, every where, 
in our great Mediator’s form of prayer, Our 
Father, &c. 


A sixth Morning Prayer. 


I. do here present ourselves this morn- 

ing before thy heavenly glorious Ma- 

jesty, most blessed Lord our God, with the 

desire of our souls, to pay unto thee that tri- 

bute of homage and service, and prayer and 

praise, which thou hast made us capable of, 

and every way obliged us to.. We desire to 

perform the same in such a manner, that thou 

mayest mercifully accept us and our services, 

at. the hands of Christ Jesus. Inhis great 

name we.come to thee, at thy command, and 

worship here at thy footstool, to beg thy par- 

don and peace, the increase of thy grace, and 

the tokens of thy love. For we are not worthy 

that thou shouldst, in any way of mercy, take 

-notice of us, or be entreated by us: but worthy 
is the Lamb of God, slain to take away the sins 

_ of the world, for whose sake do thou, O Lord, 
mercifully look upon us; for he has fulfilled 


those holy laws, which we have broken, and 


perfectly satisfied the justice of heaven, for 
all our breaches of them. And in him thou 
art a God gracious and merciful, ta poor sin- 
‘ners who deserve nothing from thee, but to be 
forsaken and abhorred by thee. Unto. us be- 
Jong shame and confusion of face for our on 
an 
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and fearful expectation of all the judgment and - 
miseries which thy holy laws denounce against 
smners: if thou, Lord, shouldst be extreme 
to mark what we have done amiss; if thou 
shouldst deal with us and proceed against us as 
in justice thou mightest. 

But, O gracious Father, regard not what we 
have done against thee, but what our blessed 
Saviour has done for us: nor what we have 
made ourselves, but what he is made of thee, 
our God, unto us. And O that Christ may be 
to every one of our souls, what he is to all thy 
faithful people, wisdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption: that his 
precious blood may cleanse us from ail our 
sins ; and that the grace of thy holy Spirit may > 
further renew and sanctify our souls, and sub- 
due our iniquities, and mortify our lusts; and 
quicken us to, and enable us for the perform- 
ance of all the duties of thy holy service. O let 
not sin reign in our mortal bodies, that we 
should obey it in the lust thereof. Let there 
be no’sin mus but what is felt and hated, be- 
wailed and resisted by us: and let us approve 
our very hearts.to thee the Searcher of them ; 
and all our ways still pleasing in thy sight. | 
~ O teach us to’know thee, our God, and en- 
able us to do thy will as we ought to do. Give 
-us hearts to fear thee, and love thee; to trust 
and delight in'‘thee, and to adhere and cleave 
in faithfulness. unto thee. ‘That no tempta- 
tions may draw us, nor any tribulations drive 
us from thee: but that all thy dispensations to 

us, 
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us, and all'thy dealings, with us, may: be! the: 
messengers: of thy love to, our souls, to bring: 
us still nearer’to thy: blessed self, and to make 
us.still fitter for thy heavenly kingdom. Quick- 
en.us, O Lord, in our dullness; . that: we may 
not serve thee in a lifeless:and listless manner : 
but may abound. in thy work, and. be ferventin 
spirit, serving the Lord. And make-us) also 
faithful in all the offices of intercourse with our’ 
neighbors; that we: may be ready: to, do. goods. 
and bear evil, and forbear revenge andbe just» 
and kind, merciful and meek, peaceable and pa- 
tient, sober and temperate, humble and self-de- 
nying, inoffensive and useful: in the. world. 
‘Vhat so glorifying: thee here: upom earth, we: 
may at our departure hence; enter ito. the: joy 
of our Lord, and. befor, ever glorified in: thy 
heavenly kingdom. 

O, thou that hast kept us alive to this day,. 
and hast been still good,and: kind to-us;all our 
days, renew thy mercy to us, we beseech thee, . 
together with this morning liglit :: and as:thoue 
makest the outgoings of the morning:and even- 
ing to rejoice, so lift -up the light of thy couns: 
tenance upon us, and make us)glad: with the> 
tokens of thy leve:: and thou that artever pre>.. 
sent with us, O: make us ever well-awareof thy 
presence, that we: may duly remember thee: in: 
all our ways,, and: wisely and: piously «demean: 
ourselves in all-our affairs; Be:with us, good: 
Lord, at our going out,, andyour coming in: 
and let.thy grace follow us this day;.and;albthe: 
days of our life.. Bo thou ourguideuntodeath,. 

in 
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in death our comfort, and after death our por- 
tion and happiness everlasting. O hear us from 
heaven, thy. dwelling place ; and, when thou 
hearest, have mercy : forgive the sins of our 
persons, and the sins of our prayers: and do 
more for us than we are worthy to expect at 
thy hands, for his sake, who alone is worthy : 
in whose comprehensive words we sum up all 
our desires. Our Father, &c. 


A seventh Morning Prayer. 
‘@) LORD God Almighty, thou art the 


Sovereign Majesty of heaven and earth, 
against whom all our sins have been committed, 
by whom alone they can be pardoned, our ini- 
quities subdued, our souls sanctified, and all 
our wants and necessities supplied. Thou art 
able, and also ready, to hear and help, to bless 
and save thy people, that look up unto thee, 
and wait, and call, and depend upon thee. We 
have none to repair to for remedy against the 
evils of our sins, but unto thee, the great God, 
against whom we have greatly sinned: who de- 
lightest to shew mercy to the miserable, and. 
lovest the occasions of glorifying thy compas- 
sion, in helping us out of those straits and 
perplexities, into which our sins have cast us, 
from which all the world else cannot save us. 
We come, Lord, begging that mercy, which 
thou knowest we extremely want, and grace to 
help in time of our need. We beg the same, 
for the sake of thy infinitely beloved Son, our 

E, most 
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most worthy and all-prevailing Advocate, 
whose blood alone is of virtue and value sufli- 
cient, to wash out all the stains wherewith our 
sins have defiled our souls. 

We are unclean, Lord, we are unclean: O 
how abominable at the worst, and how imper- 
fect at the very best: but if thou look upon 
us in the Son of thy eternal love, thou wilt 
not abhor our guilty souls. And to prepare us 
for the mercies of that Saviour which thou hast 
prepared for our souls, O make us to feel the 
burthen and the bitterness of our sins ; and help 
us to find them out, to our repentance and re- 
formation, that they may never find us out to 
our ruin and destruction. . Holy Father! carry 
on with power thy victory over our corruptions, 
and the work of faith, and grace, and sanctifi- 
cation in our souls. Quicken us, O Lord our 
God, and stir us up to thy work; and help 
and assist us in the performance of all duties 
lying upon us, which of ourselves thou know- 
est how unable weare to perform. O thou that 
workest in us to will and to do, of thy good 
pleasure, be pleased to ordain peace for us, as 
thou hast also wrought all our works in us.— 
Establish the thing, O God, which thou hast 
wrought for us; and go on to work mightily 
upon our hearts by thy grace, till our souls are 
fitted for the eternal enjoyment of thy glory. 

Dear Lord, thy mercies are fresh and new 
to us every morning. We laid us down and 
slept, and again awaked ; for thou hast sustain- 
ed us, and kept us from the terrors of the eet, 

: . an 
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and from all sad accidents, to rise in peace and 
safety. Glory to thee, O God of our salva- 
tion, who art still so mindful of us, and merci- 
ful to us. Go on, we pray thee, to be good to 
us this day, and teach us how to carry our- 
selves, and to order all of our affairs. O direct 
our undertakings, and prosper our endeavors. 
Rule our hearts in thy fear and love, and our 
hives to thy honor and praise, O keep us 
from evil, and help us to do that which is good 
and pleasing to our God, through Jesus Christ. 
Give us, Lord, all that we have asked as we 
should; forgive us all that we have asked 
amiss, ‘anid give u§ all else needful, that we 
should have asked ; which we continue to beg 
in the comprehensive words of thy dear Son 
Our Father, &c. 


Evening Prayer for a Family. 
LORD, our God! thou art infinitely 
O great, and infinitely good. Thy glory is 
above all our thoughts, and thy mercies are 
over all thy works. “And above all thy mercies, 
have we cause to admire, and. bless, and praise 
thee, for those mercies which, in so large a mea- 
sure, and especial manner, thou hast been pleas- 
ed still to vouchsafe unto us, who are the daily 
objects of thy bounty, and do continue still 
the living monuments of thy goodness. Where 
thy glorious perfections check and forbid 
our approaches, thy gracious attributes invite 
and encourage our applications unto thee, and 
embolden 
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embolden us to look upon thee, as our most 
kind and merciful Father in Jesus Christ. And 
though we have great and many sins to con- 
fess, yet will we confess them, in hopes of thy 
pardon of them, and of power from on high, to 
enable us against them. 

Thou didst create us, O Lord, after thy own 
blessed image, in an holy and happy estate: 
but we have made ourselves vile and miser- 
able, quite unlike the thing which at first we 
came out of thy hands; averse to good, prone 
to evil, and so very full of provocation, that it 
is thy wonderful patience with us, and loving 
kindness to us, that thou hast not, long before 
this time, cut us off in our sins, and shut us up 
under final despair of thy mercy. But thou hast 
so far declared thy willingness to be reconciled 
even to thy enemies, that thou hast sent thy 
only Son into the world, upon the great errand 
of our salvation: that whosoever believe in 
» him, should not perish in their sins, but have 
everlasting life, for his sake. O Lord, we be- 
lieve, help our unbelief: and give us the true 
tepentance towards God, and the right faith in 
_ our Lord Jesus Christ; that we may be of the 
number of those who do indeed repent and be- 
lieve, to the saving of the soul. 

And save us, O good Lord, from our sinful 
selves, and from the love and course of this 

resent evil world, and from every self-destroy- 
ing way which we are tempted to follow. Make 
usa way to escape out of all the snares of temp- 
tation, wherewith we have been entangled and 
held, 
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held, and sore let and hindered in running the 
race set before us. And make thy ways plain 
before us, and so full of invitations to us, that 
we may be thoroughly convinced of their good- 
ness and excellence, and resolvedly give up 
ourselves to follow them: that our own expe- 
rience in the way of goodness may be more to 
keep and engage us to it, than all allurements 
and discouragements in the world to put us be- 
side it. Establish, O Lord, and strengthen and 
settle us; that going forth in thy strength, we 
may do thy will to all well-pleasing; and con- 
tinue in thy fear and love to our lives’ end. 

Which things we beg not for ourselves alone, 
but also in behalf of all whom we ought to in- — 
treat thy mercy for in our prayers. O bring nigh 
unto thee all those that are yet afar off; and 
make manifest the savor of thy knowledge 
in every place: that such as yet sit in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death, may come to see 
the light of thy truth, and the joy of thy salva- 
tion. O that every one who names the name 
of Christ may depart from iniquity, and so live 
up to their high and holy profession, that they 
may give no just occasion to the enemies of 
the Lord to blaspheme; but adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all things, and to 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men by 
well doing. 

Be gracious and favorable, O Lord, in an 
especial manner to thy church, Arise, O 
God, and plead thy own cause, and maintain 
thy true and holy religion, which thou hast so 

Ey. long 
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long and so wonderfully owned and asserted. 
O let not the enemies of thy church ever have 
cause to say, that they have prevailed against 
thy people; but let all that do espouse thy 
cause, and stand up for the honor and de- 
fence of thy truth, be still prevalent and pros- 
perous in all their pious designs; and still have 
cause to say, the Lord be magnified, who has 
pleasure in the prosperity of his servants. 
Bless, with the choicest of thy blessings, the 
President of these United States.* O Lord, 
protect his person, direct his counsels, make his 
administration easy and happy, both to himself 
and us; and prosper all his undertakings and. 
endeavors for the public safety, peace and 
welfare of these states. ‘Give all magistrates 
wisdom and courage to defend the truth, and 
to do right toall. Make ministers an example 
to the flock,-in all sobriety, righteousness and 
holiness of living: and establish us all an holy 
_ people to. thyself; granting us one heart, and 
one way, that we may all agree m the same 
faith, and adorn it with a suitable life.’ 
Comfort ali that want the comiorts which 
owe enjoy; and apply thyself ina way of agree- 
_able mercy, to the several necessities and ca- 
lanmvities of all thy afllicted ones, wheresoever 
or howsoever they are tried. Remember, with 
the favor which thou bearest to thy people, 
all our friends and benefactors; our kindred 
a after 


.* In the English copy, were these words? the King whom 
thou hast putin authority over us.” j 
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after the flesh, and whosoever are dear to us 
on any other account. Make them, O Lord, 
such as thou wouldst have them, and such as, 
in Christ Jesus, thou wilt me -reifilly accept of 
them, here to thy gracious favor, and here- 
after to thy glorious kingdom. Forgive our 
enemies, and turn their hearts; ; and fur n ours 
to forgive them. And direct all our ways to 
please: thee, that thou mayest make even our 
enemies to be at peace with us. 

Hear us, O God of the spirits of all flesh ! 
hear us for ourselves and others; others for 
themselves and us: and hear the Son of thy 
love, the Lover of our souls, for us and all 
the members of thy church militant here on — 
earth, whereof Christ Jesus in heaven is the glo- 
rious head. For him and to him with thine * 
eternal self, most holy Father, and the blessed 
Spirit of grace, our Guide and Comforter, be 
all thanks, and praise, and honor, and glory, 
humbly and heartily rendered and ascribed of | 
us, and all thy people, now and for evermore. 
Amen. 


 “inother Evening Prayer for a Family. 


UR ever biessed and most gracious God ! 

Y thou art the Lord and Giver of our lives 
and. hopes, and of all our enjoyments and com- 
forts. ‘To thee we do owe ourselves, and all 
that ever we are capable of rendering and as- 
cribing. For by thee, O Lord, we were created, 
and had our beg ; and through thy good pro- 
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vidence it is, that we still have been spared 
and preserved, and cared and provided for, 
throughout our whole lives, unto this present 
time. From thee, our God, comes all our 
help, and in thee is reposed all our hope. Thou 
art the bountiful Giver of all the good that our 
souls desire, and the merciful Wiaithholder 
of all the evils that our sins deserve. We ac- 
knowledge thy great and daily goodness to us, 
and our own exceeding unworthiness of the 
least of all thy mercies. We take shame and 
_ confusion to ourselves, that we have so little 
improved, and so greatly abused, all thy pa- 
tience with us, and all the various instances of 
thy bounty tous. For even thy mercies help to 
inflame the heavy reckoning of our offences, 
because we have done so much against thee, af- 
ter all the great things thou hast done for us. 
We desire, O Lord, to be penitent, and hum- 
bled for our sins ; and to entreat thy gracious 
favor in Jesus Christ, for the pardon of them.. 
Forgive us, we pray thee, for his sake, all the 
sins that ever we have committed against thee, 
and absolve us from all the evils whereof we 
now stand guilty before thee. And being jus- 
tified by faith, grant us peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And we pray that thou wilt be to usa 
Father of mercies, and a God of consolation ; 
so that thou wilt make us followers of God, as 
dear children ; ever jealous over our hearts, and 
watchful over our ways ; continually fearing to 
offend, and endeavoring to please thee! and. 

. keeping 
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keeping our hearts with all diligence, that they 
may not be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sin. Thou knowest, O Lord, our weak- 
ness, and danger of temptation ; our danger 
from the cruel, subtle enemy of our souls; 
and from this present world that is so full of 
snares ; and from our own vile flesh and deceit- 
ful hearts, so apt to betray us into the enemy’s 
hands: we pray, therefore, good Lord, that 
thou wilt-arm us with the whole armor of 
God, and uphold us with thy free Spirit, and 
watch over us for good evermore. Especially 
in the times of our sorest trials, let us experi- 
ence the strongest aids of thy heavenly grace, 
that we may never fall a miserable prey to 
those deadly enemies that seek to devour us. » 

And teach us, our God, to know the day of 
' grace, and the time of our visitation, and ‘to 
see the things of our peace, and duly to mind 
and settle the great eternal affairs of our souls, 
in this our day, before they be hid from our 
eyes. And while we have time, O enable us 
to use and improve it, to those great ends for » 
which thou art pleased to put that precious 
talent into our hands, that we may make the 
short and uncertain stay which we have here, 
an opportunity of securing to ourselves a sure 
‘and everlasting well-being, when we shall de- 
part from hence. 

And seeing thou art pleased yet to hold our 
souls in life, and to make us find and feel, by 
every day’s experiencé, how abundantly gra- 
ious and merciful thou art, with much pa- 
. tience 
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tience and long-suffering, enduring us, and 
with loving kindness and manifold blessings, 
still preventing and following us. O* give us 
hearts more sensible of thy love, more affected 
with thy mercy, and more thankful for those 
continued favors which thou art pleased to 
multiply upon us. And help us to show forth 
thy praise and the truth of our thanks, not on- 
ly in speaking good of the name of God, but 
so ordering our conversations as becomes the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And to thy mercy in him, most merciful 
Father, we do now humbly recommend our- 
selves, and all that we are, and have, this pre- 
sent night: beseeching thee to preserve and 
defend, and bless and keep us, both in soul 
and body, from all evils and dangers, to which 
the weakness of our frame, and the greatness 
of our sins, do expose us. And grant us such 
‘comfortable repose, whereby our frail nature 
may be refreshed, and our decayed strength 
recovered, that we may rise again better fitted . 
and enabled to serve thee according. to thy will 
- in all the duties of the following day, if thou 

shalt be pleased to make addition of another 
day to our lives. And as thou addest days and 
mercies, be pleased also to add repentance and 
amendment to our lives ; that, as we come 
nearer to our end, we may be made still fitter to 
the enjoyment of thy heavenly kingdom ; that — 
every day may bring us still so much nearer . 
to those everlasting joys and glories which thou 
hast prepared for them that love thee. And for’ 
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all the good things that ever we have had, and 
do at present enjoy, and yet hope for from thy 
bountiful hands, thine, O blessed glorious Lord 
our God, be the, praise, and: honor, and glory, 
ofiered up with all grateful hearts, by us, and 
the whole church, now and for evermore. 
Amen. 


A third Evening Prayer. - 
'@) LORD, thou art our gracious God, our 


chiefest good, and our most merciful Fa: 
ther in Jesus Christ: in whose great name, and 
prevailing mediation, alone it is, that we, who 
have multiplied our offences against thee, are 
encouraged still to present our persons, and 
our prayers here before thee. It is a privilege 
which we must acknowledge ourselves utterly ~ 
unworthy to enjoy, that thou shouldst admit 
us into thy service: yea into fellowship with 
thy blessed self. We durst not appear in the 
presence.of such a holy glorious Majesty, 
our own names, or trusting in any merits or 


righteousness in ourselves ; beitig conscious to 


so much of our sin and guilt, as. may make us 
ashamed to come before thy face, and to trem- 
ble for fear of thy judgments. But we come 
in the name and mediation of thy dear Son; 
whom thou dost infinitely love above all, who _ 
has fully satisfied thy justice for our sins, and — 
does continually intercede at thy right hand — 
for our souls; whom thou delightest to honor 
in sparing, accepting, and saymg poor: sg a 
ay 
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thy sinners upon his account. O deliver us; 
most gracious Lord, for his sake, from all our 
transgressions, for which our hearts condemn 
us: and from all, of which thou, that art 
greater than our hearts, knowest us to be guil- 
ty. And seal to us a full pardon, in his most 
precious blood, which speaks better things in 
our behalf, than we are able to do ourselves, 
in all our prayers. 

And may the time past of our lives suffice 
to have lived to ourselves, and to have served 
our own lusts and pleasures. O put an end to 
all our presumptuous and treacherous deal- 
ings with thy heavenly all-seeing Majesty ; and 
grant us new and clean, humble and contrite 
hearts, to tremble at thy word and presence, 
and to hate and abandon all our foolish and 
sinful misdoings. And wilt thou engage to thy- 
self, O blessed Lord, the best and frequentest 
thoughts of our minds, the chief and choicest 
affections of our’ hearts and the main tendency 
and activity of our souls: O let us be taken up 
with such content and delight in attendance 
upon thee, and communion with thee, that the 
most tempting things of this world may not 
pull us down into an inordinate or immode- 
rate love of them; nor disturb and hinder 
us in the pursuit of what our faith foresees, 
and what thy love has prepared for, and pro- 
missed to thy servants. 

Hear us, O Lord, for ourselves, and let our 
supplications also as end before thee in the be- 
half of all men living. Send thy word, and the 

means 
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means of grace to such as are yet destitute of 
them; and make them efficacious, and the sa- 
vor of life in those that do enjoy them. Con- 
vert the unconverted, and perfect thy good 
work where thou hast begunit. Give a check 
from heaven to all profaneness, vice and un- 
godliness, that presumptuous sinners may be 
ashamed, and the wickedness of the wicked may 
come to an end. O make thy church to increase 
and flourish, and thy servants to prevail and 
rejoice. Be gracious and favorable to this 
land, and to the head and governors thereof, and 
to all inferior and particular members of it. O 
do thou rule all ourrulers, counsel all our coun- 
sellors, teach all our teachers, and turn and 
order all our public affairs, to the glory of thy 
name, to the welfare of thy church, and to 
the happiness of this nation. Avert from us, 
we beseech thee, the judgments which we 
feel or fear, and continue to us the blessings 
and comforts for our bodies, and especially the 
helps and advantages for our souls, which 
through thy favorwe do enjoy. And notwith- 
standing all the devices of the enemies of our 
peace, and all the great and crying provoca- 
tions of our sins, O be thou still our God, and 
let us be thy people. tes 
_ Think thoughts of pity and compassion to 
all the sons and daughters of affliction. . O sane- 
tify thy fatherly corrections to them, support 
them under their severs] burthens, and in thy 
good time deliver them i*om all. the pressures 
that are upon them. . Be good to all our friends 
a -[, and 
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_-and neighbors, reward our benefactors, bless 

our relations with the best of thy blessings, 
making them near to thyself by grace, as they 
are to us by alliance. Preserve us from our 
enemies, and reconcile them both to us and to 
thyself. O that all the habitations of Christ- 
ians may be houses of prayer, and be thou espe- 
cially kind to the several families where thy 
blessed name is called upon. Let thy heaven- 
ly blessings, and thy saving grace descend and 
rest upon us here in this family. O guide us, 
and keep us ; make us wise and faithful in our 
duty, and prosperous and blessed in the issue. 
Bless all our -present estates.to us, and fit us all 
for whatsoever thou shalt be pleased to call us to, 
O teach us how to want and how to abound; 
and both in a prosperous and suffering condi- 
tion, secure our hearts to thyself, and make us 
ever to.approve ourselves sincere and faithiul 
in thy service. , 

And now, O'Lord, be pleased to accept our 
evening sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, to 
thee the Father of mercies, and fountain of all 

oodness, for the mercies of the day past, and 
for thy great mercy and goodness, that has 
hitherto followed us all the days of our life.— 
For our lives have been filled with thy mercies, 
and thou hast abounded towards us in loving 
kindness, and variety of thy sweet and com- 
fortable blessings, pertaining to this world, and 
a better; passing by our innumerable sins, as 
if thou sawest them not, thou goest on still to 
oblige us with new favors. O, dear Lord, im- 
2 SS aeepcitt 
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print and preserve upon our hearts a lively and 
grateful sense and remembrance of all thy kind- 
ness unto us, that our souls may bless thee, and 
all that 1s within us may praise thy holy name. 

Yea, let us give thee thanks from the ground 
of the heart, and praise our God, whilst we 
have our being. And for all thy patience with 
us, thy care over us, and thy continual mercy 
to us, blessed be thy name, O Lord God, our 
heavenly Father: and unto thee be all thanks, 
and praise, and Jove, and obedience, and hon- 
or, and glory offered by us and all thine, eve- 
ry where, now and evermore. Amen. 


A fourth Evening Prayer. 

O LORD, the infinite, incomprehensible 
God, who art before all, art above all, 

and wilt be for ever the same, when time shall 
be no more! Thou hast heaven for thy throne 
and the earth for thy footstool;. and all the 
things in both, continually in thy sight, and 
at thy disposal. Thou art the Searcher of our 
hearts, and the Overseer of our whole lives, 
here and every where present; and now and 
evermore thou seest us, and compasseth our 
ath, and our lymg down, and art thorough- 

y acquainted with all our ways. Thou know- 


~ 


ést, O Lord, the dulness and hardness, the | 


vanity and deceitfulness of our hearts; how 
much ado we have to bring and keep them in 


an holy frame, fit to attend upon thy heavenly 


Majesty. For that we were born simners, and? 
so have lived and continued; and by custont 
of 
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of sinning, and still adding sin unto sin, we 
have made ourselves more the children of wrath 
than we are by nature; transgressing thy holy, 
good, and righteous laws, abusing thy great 
and manifold mercies, tempting thy patience, 
despising thy goodness, offending thee more, 
even for thy long forbearance with us, and 
making the very abundance of thy grace our 
encouragement to continue in our. sins. So that 
the least of all those mercies which we do en- 
joy, 1s far above any thing that we have reason 
to expect, at the hands of that God whom we 
have so greatly provoked. And justly might- 
est thou, O Lord, withdraw thy tender mercies 
from us, and pour out thy wrath and indigna- 
tion to the uttermost upon us; making us to 
find and feel by woful experience, what an evil 
and bitter thing it is to trespass upon thee, as 
we have done. ‘Thou mightest make us expe- 
rience the same, in the place of torment, and 
outward darkness, where is weeping and wail- 
ing and gnashing of teeth, and from whence 
there is no redemption. . 

But thou art a God of wonderful patience to 
bear with sinners; and a God of infinite good-, 
ness and mercy, to forgive the sins of all them. 
that are penitent. "Thou hast said, that if the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts, and return to the Lord, thou 
wilt have mercy upon him, and abundantly par- 
don. But, O Lord, thou knowest that with- 
out thee we cannot so much as come unto thee, 
unless thou meet us with thy heavenly 

. an 
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and help us with thy Almighty assistance. We — 
humbly beg, therefore, that thou wilt be gra-. 


ciously pleased to stretch forth thy powerful 
and merciful hand, to loose the captive chain 
wherein our sins have entangled our souls. 
And let it be thy gracious pleasure, O blessed 
Lord, to set us free from every weight of sin 
and yoke of bondage, that lies heavy upon our 
souls, and unfits us to serve thee with that sin- 
cerity, and readiness, and gladness, which thou 
requirest of thy people. O help us so to sec 
and feel, so to hate and bewail, and confess 
and forsake our sins, that we may have the 
well-grounded apprehension, and the com- 
fortable persuasion of thy forgiveness of them! 
thy acceptance of us, and that love to us in 
the blessed Son of thy eternal love. 
And for his sake, wilt thou grant us, O Lord, 
the increase of thy grace, and such aids of thy 
holy Spirit, as may enable us to subdue-our 
sins, and fit us for all the duties of thy service, 
which either we have neglected, or but unduly 
and faultily performed. That we may serve 
thee, our God, 'smcerely withcut hypocrisy ; 
cheerfully, without dulness; universally, with- 
out partiality ; and constantly, without falling 
away, or being weary of well-doing. Thou 
art not weary to do us good; O let us never 
be weary to do thee service. But as thou hast 
pleasure in the prosperity of thy servants, so 
let us take pleasure in the service of our Lord, 
and abound in thy work, and in thy love and 
praise evermore. fill up all that is wanting, 
. ¥ 2 and 
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and reform whatever is amiss in us, and per- 
fect that which concerns us; making us such 
in our hearts, and in our lives, towards thee our 
God, that we may obtain thy blessed peace 
here, and thy heavenly glory hereafter. And 
be thou pleased to grant us now (out of the rich- 
es of thy grace) the comfortable sense of thy 
gracious acceptance of us, and thy merciful m- 
tentiois towards us. O speak peace to our con- 
_ sciences, and say to our souls, thou art our sal- 
yation ; that we may look upon thee, our God, 
as a reconciled Father to us in Jesus Christ. 

In his great name, and prevailing mediation 
we enlarge our petitions, in behalf of the whole 
race of mankind, that are now with us alive 
upon earth. O that all the ends of the world 
may remember themselves, and turn to the 
Lord, and see the salvation of our God! Do 
good, O God, in thy good pleasure to Zion, 
and build thou the wails of Jerusalem, that we 
may see the good of it all the days of our life. 
Continue thy mercies to this sinful land, where- 
of we are sinful members. Teach us to know 
the meaning of thy dispensations to us; and 
help us to improve by all thy dealings with us. 
© turn all our hearts to thee, as -the heart of 
one man: and reform all our lives, according 
to the holy pattern and precepts of eur Lord, 
that thou mayest cause thy anger towards us to 
cease; and go on still to take care of us, and 
never leave nor forsake us.. . 

Bless abundantly, we humbly beseech thee, 
thy servant, the President of the United States, 
and ali others in authority ; and so replenis 
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them with the grace of thy holy Spirit, that 
they may always incline to thy will and walk 
in thy way : Eendue them plentiously with hea- 
venly gifts; and grant them in health and pros. 
perity long to live :* And grant unto all minis- 
ters of thy gospel continual supplies of all 
needful gifts and graces of thy holy Spirit, 
for the faithful and comfortable discharge of 
their several duties. O bring all our neigh- 
bors near to thyself; and be thou a friend to 
all our friends, a father to the fatherless, a hus- 
band to the widow, a refuge to the oppressed, 
a physician to the sick, a helper to the friend- 
less, a God of consolation to the distressed 
and sorrowful, whatever be their trouble and 
affliction. O bless to us, whatever thou art 
pleased to allot us, and every thing that befals 
us. Make all work for our good: to build us 
up in thy grace, and to help us on to thy glory, 

And as thou hast been good and kind to us 
the day past, and throughout our whole lives : 
for which we desire, O Lord, humbly and 
thankfully to admire thy loye, and to bless thy 
name: so we beg that we may experience the 
continuance of thy gracious goodness, to us, 
and thy fatherly care @ver us, this present 
—_ night. 

* In the English copy the reading of the preceding part of 
this paragraph is in the following words: ‘‘ Bless abundantly 
the King’s Majesty, who now sways the sceptre of these realms. 
© Lord, preserve his life, prolong his days, and prosper his gov- 
ernment. Give him the hearts of his subjects, and the necks of 
his enemies. Make him the rejoicing of thy people, and a terror 
only to evil.doers. O continue him long a zealous detender of 
the faith, a promoter of thy fear, and assertor of our rights, that 
under his shadow we may be in peace and safety, enjoying the 


liberty of the gospel, and the free profession and establishment 
of thy true and holy religion.” 
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night. O preserve and defend, and bless and 
keep us, that no evil may befal us, nor any 
plague come nigh our dwelling. Give us sleep 
and rest to refresh and. strengthen us for thy 
service, and our duty : and prepare us, O Lord, 
for our last sleep, in death, and for our departure 
out of this morial life, and those great accounts 
that we must make before the judgment-seat of 
Jesus Christ. ©O instruct us, and assist us, in 
that great work of preparation for our eyerlast- 
ing condition ; that we may, in this only time of 
preparation, finish the great work which thou 
hast given us to do, before the night of death 
overtake us, wherem we cannot work. “That, 
whenever thou shalt be pleased to give us the 
summons of death, we may find nothing to do 
but to die, and cheerfully resign our spirits 
into thy gracious hands, who gavest them to 
us, through the riches of thy grace, and the 
worthiness of thy Son; m whose merits alone 
we trust, and for all that he has so wonderfully 
effected, to recover and help us, and to obtain 
eternal redemption for us, to thy name, O 
blessed God of our salvation, be the praise, 
and honor, and glory, given by us and all thy 
people, from this tim@ forth for evermore. 


. Amen. 
A fifth Evening Prayer. 


LORD, we desire to seek thy face, and 

'@) to wait upon thee in the duties of thy 
worship; intreating thy gracious favor with 
our whole hearts, that we may do all as we 
~ ought, 
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ought, with good acceptance to our God. And 
to whom should we make our applications, but 
unto thee, the Father of mercies and the foun- 
tain of all goodness, who art able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly for us, even above all that we can 
ask or think ; and who hast declared thy wil- 
lingness to be importuned and solicited by us; 
and thy readiness to hear, and help, and aftswer 
us, in those things which we beg at thy gracious 
and bountiful hands, in the name and media- 
tion of our great Lord and Saviour: O let our 
prayer be set before thee as incense, and the 
lifting up of our hands be as the evening sacri- 
fice, pleasing to thee our God, in the Son of 
thy love. - It isin his blessed name alone, that 
we have the encouragement and boldness to 
beg of thy infinite goodness all that thou know- 


est to be needful and expedient for us ; seeing” 
there is in ourselves no good thing to recom- - 


mend us to thy favor and acceptance; but a 
proneness and inclination to what is displeas- 
ing in thy eyes, and destructive to our souls. 
¥or besides that we were by nature the chil-. 
dren of wrath, a seed of evil-doers, the sinful 
offspring of rebellious parents; we have been 
daily trespassing upon thee, and still adding to 
the heavy score of our offences against thee. 
There is nothing in us, O Lord, but what may 

rovoke thee to reject us: but there is enough 
in thy beloved Son, of all grace and goodness, 
to move thee mercifully to accept us. He was 


made sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 


might be made the righteousness of ied 
im ; 
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him; and that we might be saved through 
faith in his merits, where we could not be sav- 
ed by any desert of our own works. O see 
our sins punished in our Saviour, who was 
wounded for our transgressions, and bruised 
for our iniquities: and as the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him, so let the merits of 
his righteousness be upom us; and. by his ~ 

stripes let our souls be healed. 
Nor do we only beg for pardon of our sins, 
but also for power against them, and grace 
sufficient for us to break them off, and to walk 
more pleasingly before thee, in all the ways 
and duties of righteousness and holiness, which 
thy word prescribes to us. O never suffer us 
to be tempted above what we are able; but 
make our temptations less, or thy grace in us, 
and-our spiritual strength, still greater than all 
our temptations ; that no iniquities may pre- 
vail against us, nor any presumptuous sin have 
dominion over us. O make us more conform- 
-able to the pattern and the precepts of our Sav- 
jour; and more transformed into his holy im- 
age and likeness: that we may not profess the 
religion of Jesus Christ to the wrong and dis- 
paragement of it ; nor make the way of truth, 
by reason of us, to be evil spoken of ; but let 
our light shine before men, to the glory of thee 
our heavenly Father, and to the edification of 

those with whom we have our conversation. 
And seeing the time of our abode in this 
transitory world is so very short and uncertain, 
and we have an everlasting estate to abide in 
after 
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after our departure hence; where we must be > 
happy or miserable eternally, according to what 
we do now in the body: O let us not here set 
up our rest, as if we were at home upon earth, 
nor flatter ourselves with the thoughts of long 
life or sure enjoyment of any of those things 
that perish in the using; but all the days of 
our appointed time, may we wait till our change 
‘comes ; and not only live in expectation of it, 
but in the daily serious preparation for it; in 
the exercise of all those graces and good works 
that may make it unto us Christ to live, and 
gain to die! that in life and death we may be 
always thine; still safe in thy hands, and ac- 
ceptible in .thy sight. . 
And together with our own, we commend 
to thy mercy, O God of the spirits of all flesh, 
the necessities and distresses of all our brethren. ~ 
throughout the world. O enlighten the igno- 
rant, quicken the careless, awake the secure; 
convince the erroneous, reclaim the vicious, 
establish the unsettled, and comfort the deject- 
ed. Bring all to the knowledge and love of thy 
truth, and to the participation of thy grace, and 
the obedience of Christ; and so to the blessed 
hope of thy heavenly glory, and the cternal 
salvation of our souls. We pray, as more par- 
ticularly bound, for all our magistrates and 
ministers of the gospel ; and all our friends and. 
relations; and all thy servants, and all the af- 
flicted every where; especially those for whose 
happiness and salvation thou knowest us to be 
chiefly concerned. O do thou for us, an for 
Cm, 


A8 Evening Prayer 


- them, as thou knowest best, and most needful 
and expedient, for thy own mercy’s sake in 
Jesus Christ. 

As we pray to thee for what we want, so we 
desire to praise thee for all that we have re- 
ceived at thy hands. And blessed be thy 
name, O Lord, that we have any thing, yea that 
we have so many things, to bless and praise 
thee for. O what shall we render to the Lord 
for all his benefits! What can we give to thee 
our God, but the glory of thy own gifts and 
goodness unto us. O dear Lord! let not our 
hearts be shut and _ straitened towards thee, 
whose hand is every day so open unto us; but 
do thou possess and enlarge these hearts of 
ours with more and greater love and thankful- 
ness to thee, that hast so abounded in mercy 
and loving kindness towards us, that we may 
give thee thanks with all our hearts, and glori- 
_ fy thy name for evermore. 

And now that the night is upon us,and we are 
ready to betake ourselves to our rest, we com- 
‘amit ourselves to thy gracious protection, who 
never sleepest nor slumberest, but hast still a 
watchful eye open upon thy people. O watch 
over us, our God we pray thee, for good, that 
none of the evils or harms which our sins have 
deserved may befal us. Preserve us from the 
works, and from the powers of darkness, and 
from all the terrors and dangers of the night. 
Let all our sins, to-day, or any time hereto- 
fore committed, be removed out of thy sight, 
and show us the light of thy countenance, 

O Lord, 
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O Lord, to refresh us with the sense of thy 
blessed love and favor, in our dear Redeem- 
er: for whom, and to whom, with thy eternal 
self, and holy Spirit, be all thanks and praise, 
and honor, and glory, ascribed of us and all 
thy church, from this time forth, world with- 
out end. Amen. 


A sixth Evening Prayer. 


6) LORD, our God, most high and mighty, 
most wise and holy, and just and good! 
Thou art, and for ever wast, and for ever shall 
continue, unspeakably blessed and glorious, 
above all that we are able to express or to con- — 
ceive. Thou dost not need the services of men 
or angels to make the least addition to thy glory 
and bliss. Men cannot be profitable unto God : 
our goodness will not extend to the Lord. But 
in kindness and love to our souls it is, that thou 
art pleased to lay thy commands upon us, to 
wait upon thee in these duties of thy immediate 
service; which is the blissful employment of 
all the glorious host of heaven. ‘Thou humblest 
thyself even to behold the things that are in 
heaven, to take notice of the worship of those 
blessed creatures above. O how wonderful is 
thy condescension then, to look down upon us, . 
poor sinful worms, that dwell here in houses of 
clay, whose foundation is in the dust ! Lord, 
what is man that thou takest knowledge of him, 
and the son of man that thou makest account 
of him! Thou canst not at all need us, nor 
G any 
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any thing of ours, O blessed Ged: but we all 
do stand in great and continual need of thee, 
our only sovereign good : in need of thy mers 
cy and forgiveness, thy grace and guidance, 
thy blessing and assistance : without which we 
could never hope to escape the curses and mi- 
series which are the due wages of our sins ; nor 
ever to attain unto that glory and blessedness, 
which are the free gifts of God in Jésus Christ. 
The desire of our souls, therefore, is to thy 
name, O Lord, and to the remembrance of thee. 
Our eyes are towards thee, and all our expec- 
tation is from thee : and still we wait, and call, 
and depend upon thee, till thou have mercy 
upon us, according to our several necessities ; 
and according to the riches of thy grace, and 
the multitude of thy mercies. O remember 
not against us our former iniquities : enter not 
into judgment with us, according to the desert 
of our sins: but according to thy mercy re- 
member thou us, for thy goodness’ sake, O. 
Lord. Blot out our transgressions as a cloud : 
wind justify us freely by thy grace, through the 
redemption that is in Jests Christ. And bless 
us, holy God of our salvation, in turning us 
from all our imiquities, and giving us grace, 
to repent and amend our hyes according to thy 

holy word. 
' And to this end, be thou pleased to enlighten 
our darkened minds with the beams of thy 
saving truth, that we may not be unwise, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is— 
Axnd reform our depraved wills, inclining them. 
to 
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to a cheerful and ready compliance with all the 
motions of thy good Spirit. Regulate our un- 
ruly passions ; purify our corrupt. affections ; 
and convert all the faculties of our souls, to be 
instruments of thy glory, as they have been of 
thy dishonor: and make our bodies fit tem- 
ples for thy holy Spirit to dwell in. Yea, sanc- 
tify us wholly, that we may, as we ought, 
sanctify thy blessed name. 

And quicken us, O Lord, to hear thy voice, 
while it is called to-day ; that we may make 
haste, and not delay, to keep thy command- 
ments. O keep us frequently and affection- 
ately mindful of the shoriness of our time, the 
frailty of our lives, and the uncertainty of our 
being here in this mutable world, that so soon 
passeth away, and where we have no continuing 
city ; but are strangers and sojourners with 
thee, as all our fathers before us were. O' let 
the remembrance and consideration of this have 
such a prevailing influence upon us, as to crus 
-eify the world to us, and make us more con- 


cerned for our everlasting welfare, and more, 


careful to improve every present enjoyment, to 
our souls’ eternal advantage ; and to grow ho- 
lier still as we grow older ; that the days which 
pass over us may not leave us, without any 
amendment wrought upon us; but that the 
work of thy grace may go on successfully upon 
our hearts, till it has made us ripe and ready 

for the joys and glories of thy kingdom. 
The same things also we beg in behalf of all 
that ought to share in our prayers. O forgive 
. the 
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the sins, and relieve the miseries of thy poor 
creatures every where. Enlarge the borders of 
thy church, and make additions to it daily of 
such as_ shall be saved. O that all who are 
called Christians, may be truly christian, both 
in their right believing and their holy living. 
Advance the interest, and extend the limits of 
thy Son’s kingdom, and may all nations flow 
into it, as to their rest. Bless our land, and 
endue our rulers,* and those who direct our 
public affairs, with wisdom from on_ high. 
Give our judges the spirit of discernment, and 
aid and countenance our magistrates in the 
faithful execution of their office. Make them 
all men fearing God, and eschewing evil.— 
And O that all who are called to serve at thy 
altar, may be blessed with skilful heads, and 
compassionate hearts, and exemplary lives. 
Make them wise to win souls, and faithful, in- 
dustrious, and successful in their sacred of- 
fice, as workmen that need not be asham- 
ed. Bless and prosper all the places of good 
Jearning and education ; and make all this 
people the Lord’s people; that they may all 
_ know thee from the greatest to the least ; and 
so order their conversation aright, that they 
may sce the salvation of God. Remember 
them all for good; who have been any way in-> 
struments of our good, such as have done us 
ood, O Lord, reward them: and all that 
nave, or would hurt us, O Lord forgive them. 
Give 
* Varied from the English copy ; where the petition is for * the 
King, hat he may judge thy people righteously, &e.” 
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Give unto all that mourn in Zion, beauty for 
ashes, the oil of gladness for mourning, and the 
garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 
And in the time of our health and peace, and 
prosperity, O that we may remember, and pro- 
vide for, the time of trouble and sickness, and 
death ; when all worldly succors will fail us ; 
and the greatest powers on earth cannot deliver 
us out of thy hands. O make us now so mind- 
ful of our duty that then thou mayest remem- 
ber us in mercy; and be with us and support 
us, and never leave nor forsake us. 

Our own wiworthiness would make us des- 
pair of obtaining all these great and good things ; 
which we beg at thy hands, O Lord; But the 
‘remembrance of thy continual bounty and how 
much we are every day receiving from thee, 

uts life into our hopes, and encouragement 
anto our prayers, and leaves us no reason to 
doubt of such tried mercy. And blessed for 
ever be thy name, that we have so much to say of 
thy goodness, by our own experience of the in- 
numerable blessings thou art daily bestowing on 
us. O good Lord ! continue such thy gracious 
favor to us, and thy fatherly care over us this 
night. As we go to rest after the labors of the 
day, so help us to do thy work that we may.en- 
ter into that rest which remains for thy people 
in the close of this life. And so discharge us 
from our sins, and supply us. still, with thy 
grace, that we may finish our course with joy, 
and in the end of our lives find that greatest of 
all mercy, to be received into thy glory : Which 
G2 “fi we 
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we beg for the all-sufficient merits of our only 

Redeemer: For whom, and to whom, with 

thee, O everlasting Father, and the Holy Ghost 

the Comforter, in the unity of the ever glorious’ 
Trinity, be all praise, and honor and glory as- 

cribed of us, and of all the Israel of God, now 

and forevermore. Amen. 


A seventh Evening Prayer. 
'@) LORD, the great and glorious God, 


J infinite in power, wisdom and goodness : 
the wonderful maker and preserver, ruler and 
disposer, of us and of all the world ! Thou hast 
created all things by thy Almighty hand ! sus- 
tainest and orderest all that thou hast made by 
thy wise and righteous Providence: and thy 
mercy is everlasting, and over all thy works. 
O whois able to express or conceive the ex- — 
ceeding riches of that grace and goodness of the 
Lord, which in such a plentiful measure is still 
descending and overflowing upon poor sinful 
creatures, who deserve nothing from thee, but 
-to be forsaken and abhorred by thee! This day, 
and’ every day of our lives, O Lord, we have 
tasted largely of thy mercy, and lived altogeth.. 
er still upon thy fatherly care and bounty. 

But notwithstanding all thy patience and 
gracious dealings with us, and all the repeated 
‘pledges of thy favor and kindness tous ; O 
‘how ill have we requited thy love! And what 

unsuitable returns have we made for all thy 
great and continued goodness that we have 
found! Beside the guilt of our inbred corrup- 

tion, 
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tion, which, as a sore clog, hangs heavy upon — 
us: we are amazed at the greatness and mul- 
titude of all our other sins that we have com- 
‘mitted against the light and teachings of thy 
gospel, against the dictates and strivings of thy 
Spirit, and the love and sufferings of thy Son ; 
against all the patience and long forbearance 
which thou hast exercised towards us: and 
against the many mercies and methods of our 
conversion and sanctification, wherewith from 
time to time, thou hast sought to make us 
such as thy word requires we should be. O 
Lord, we have given thee so great proyoca- 
tion, that we are afraid lest thou shouldest for- 
sake us utterly, and cause the day of thy pa- 
tience to be at anend with us, and grant us no 
more of thy grace which we have so greatly 
abused, no more of thy holy Spirit which we 
have so frequently refused. And what have 
- we now but judgment to expect from thee, O 
Lord, but that thy mercy rejoices over judg- 
ment! And thy word assures us, that thou de- 
lightest not in the death of sinners, but rather 
that they should turn to thee andlive. There- 
fore still thou leavest us these opportunities to 
appear before thee, to plead with our God, for 
the life of our souls that have sinned against 
thee. And what have we to plead, O blessed 
Lord, but thy own gracious nature, and merei- 
ful inclinations, and the many promises and de- 
clarations of thyself which thou hast made to re- 
turning sinners in Jesus Christ ! Thou hast sent 
thine only Son to be our Almighty Beck ; 
n 
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And he that did no sin was manifested to take 
away our sins. O for his sake be thou pleased to 
pity us,and spare us, and forgive us. ‘Turn away 
thy wrath from us: receive us to thy blessed fa- 
vor; and comfort us with the sure persuasion, 
that our great and many sins are remitted. 

And because such is the infirmity of our na- 
ture, that without thy grace we have not the 
least power to keep ourselves even from the 
greatest sins; O grant us the increase of thy 
grace, and such heip of thy good Spirit, as may 
fortify us against all temptation, and make us 
willing and faithful, and diligent in thy service. 
And be pleased, O ‘Lord, yet ‘t further to discover 
and manifest thyself to our souls, that we may 

‘know aright thee, the only true God, and-Je-. 
sus Christ whom thou hast sent. And give us 
power from on high to enable us so to liveand 
practise, according to that light and knowledge 
of our duty which thou art pleased to impart 
unto us, that we may not hold the truth in 
unrighteousness, knowing the better, and do- 
ing the worse, but may walk in the light, as 
children of light, while we have it; that we 
may never in judgment be deprived of it. O 
let us not only be alraost, but altogether Christ- 
Jans: sincere converts, true penitents, and 
sound believers. And wilt thou, O God, that 

workest all in all, do that work of thy grace, 
thoroughly upon all our hearts ; for which we 
may have cause to give thee praise and glory 
to all eternity. 


Which things we beg not only for ourselves, 
but 
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but for all the partakers of our nature, whom ~ 
thou hast made to share in our hopes and ca- 
pacities of eternal happiness ; especially for thy 
whole church, wheresoever or howsoever dis- 
posed of over all the earth: For all in author- 
ity from the highest even to the’ lowest: For 
our ministers and teachers: For our relations 
and neighbors; our friends and benefactors : 
And for all thy afflicted, whatsoever be their 
trials and troubles. O supply all their wants, 
and fulfil all their desires, soas thy wisdom sees 
best, for thy own mercy’s sake in Jesus Christ. 
Thou, Lord, art the great Preserver of men, 
-who hast kept and blessed us to-day, andall our 
days. Praised be thy name for all thy good- 
ness, which we so long and largely have expe- 
rienced. O make us sensible and thankful, as 
‘we are obliged to be. Take care of us, OQ 
Lord, and be good to us this night. Give us 
bodily rest in our beds, and rest for our souls in 
thyself. And be thou our God and guide, our 
hope and help, our joy and comfort, and all in 
all to us this night, and forevermore. Amen. 


Morning Prayer for the Lords Day. 


MOST blessed and gracicus Lord our 
God, whose almighty hand has brought 
us out of nothing, to what we are; to see the 
light, and enjoy the comforts of life: And 
whose free grace has calicd us out of a state 
worse than nothing to the hope of thy heavenly 
glory! We bless thy name, that thou hast con- 
ducted us safe, through all states and edi 
~ anc 
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and through all the trials and troubles in our 
lives, to see the comfortable light of this day : 
and that we have yet a day of grace wherein 
to see the things belonging to our peace. We 
bless thee that thou hast so far consulted the 
good of our souls, as well as the glory of thy 
name, in setting apart this day for holy uses, 
to engage us to a solemn attendance upon the 
‘Lord: in whose service consists all our honor 
and happiness. O how much higher might we 
have been in grace, and thy blessed favor— 
how much nearer to thee our Ged, and fitter 
for thy heavenly kingdom, had we rightly 
used, and conscientiously improved those sea- 
sons and means of grace, which thou hast been 
pleased to put into our hands, for the best 
advantage of our souls. ; 

But we have been unkind and cruel to our 
‘own souls, as well as disobedient and rebel- 
lious against our Lord; many times frustrat- 
ing the opportunities of appearing before thee ; 
shunning and neglecting the duties of thy holy 
service : And even when we have set ourselves 
to seek thy face, it has been with such cold- 
ness and dulness, rudeness and distractions, 
‘that thou mightest justly abhor our souls, des- 
pise our prayers, and cast back all our services 
in our faces, for any thing that there is in us 
or them, to recommend us to thy blessed fa- 
vor and acceptance. : 

But be thou pleased to look upon us in the 
Son of thy love, the Lord our peace and right- 
cousness; and forgive us all that is past, 

wherein 
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wherein we have neglected thy werk, or ill- 
performed it, or done what is inconsistent with 
it. Help us, O God of our salvation, and de- 
liver us from the bands and the burthen of our 
guilt ; and purge away all our sins, for the glo- 
ry of thy name: That they may not stand as 
a partition-wall, to hinder the desire of our 
souls from ascending up to thee; nor hinder 
the light of thy countenance from descending 
upon us. But let thy peace, and love, and fa- 
vor shine on our souls; that we may see the 
felicity of thy chosen, and with joy draw water 
out of the wells of salvation. 

O let us not rest in any forms of godliness, 
denying the power thereof; nor take up with 
the name and shew, and the profession of 
Christianity, but be swayed with its life, and 
power and spirit: that the gospel of our Lor dys 
and the graces of the good Spirit of God, may 
shine forth in our lives, to the glory of thee 
our heav enly Father ; and to the adorning of 
the docirine of God our Saviour im all things. 
O gracious God, be with us, and with all the 
ministers and stewards of thy holy things, who, 
are this day to speak thy word to thy people ; i 
and furnish them with abilities suitable to their 
ereat work, that they may fitly apply them- 
selves to the capacities, and to the necessities 
of their several hearers. And grant, Lord, 
unto us, and unto all the hearers of thy h oly 
word, humble and teachable spirits ; sto res 
ceive thy truth in meckness, and in the love 
of it, so as to profit and grow by it. Odo thou 

remove 
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- remove all the hindrances of our spiritual 
growth and improvement, that thy word may 
have free course, and be glorified among us. 
And let us this day go forth in the strength 
of the Lord God; and prosper and increase 
with the increase of God, by thy grace and 
blessing accompanying our desires and en- 
deavors; till from serving thee imperfect- 
ly here upon earth, we attain to glorify and 
enjoy thee our God, in the perfection. of ho- 
liness, and in those everlasting joys and glo- 
ries of thy kingdom, which thou hast prepared 
for them that love thee. 

And let thy grace and blessing, thy love 
and fellowship, thy direction and assistance, O 
heavenly Father, Son and holy Spirit, be with 
us and with all whom we ought to beg thy 
mercy for in our prayers, this day, and for ev- 
ermore. Amen. 


Another Morning Prayer for the Lord’s Day. 


‘@) LORD, the great Almighty God, thou 
art the giver of life and strength, and of 
all grace and goodness; without whom we 
can do nothing; and through whose gracious. 
assistance it 1s, that we are enabled to do all 
things belonging to thy service and our duty : 
We humbly pray, that thou wilt be gracious- 
ly present with us, and powerfully assistant 
unto us this day, to direct and quicken, and 
enable, and further us in all the ways and du- 
ties of thy holy service. O forgive our ini- 
quities, that separate between thee and our 

souls, 
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souls; and remember not the sins against us, 
which may justly provoke thee to hide thy 
face from us. But according to thy mercy, 
remember thou us, O Lord, and accept us, and 
our poor imperfect services, at the hands, and 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

O leave us- not to the dulness and hardness, 
the vanity and deceitfulness of our own depra- 
ved hearts : but shew the power of thy heaven- 
ly grace, in working mightily upon these hearts 
of ours: to bring and keep them in such a ho- 
ly frame, that we may be fitter to attend upon 
thee, and perform more faithful and acceptable 
service to thee, and enjoy more of that heaven- 
ly communion with thee, which thou hast made 
us capable of ; and which our souls will be for 
ever restless without. O let us not serve thee 
in formality and hypocrisy, making any duties 
of course the cover ef a vain licentious life ? 
But let our hearts and souls, and all that is 
within us, be taken up ina revered, faithful 
and affectionate attendance upon thee. Nor 
let us serve thee of constraint, only because we 
must ; but with all readiness and gladness, and 
love and delight to be so engaged: Making 
thy pleasure to be ours, and the Sabbath and 
service of our Lord, the joy and solace of our 
souls. O help us so to sanctify thy day, that 
thy day may be a means to promote the sancti- 
fication of our souls. Let us bestow ourselves 
in exercises: befitting the holy season ; and not: 

rofane it to any vain and vicious purposes. 
ut on the Lord’s day may we abound. in the 
A work 
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work of the Lord ; and not do our own works, 
nor find our own pleasure, nor speak our own 
words, in the day which thou hast hallowed 
for thyself; But rest from all our sinful ways, 
as well as from our common labors: and so 
delight ourselves in the Lord, that thou mayest 
give us the desires of our hearts. 

And bless to us thy word, O gracious Fa- 
ther, and.all the means of grace, which through 
thy favor we do enjoy, that we may not use 
the same in vain, nor to our hurt: but for the 
further informing of our minds, the reforming 
of our lives, and the saving of our souls; still 
growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; till we attain 
to be such as thy holy word requires we should 
be, in all holy conversation and godliness.. 

_ Great peace have they that love thy law, and 
nothing shall offend them. O dear Lord, in- 
. erease our love to thy werd, which the angels 

@esire to look.into, and make our souls pli- 
able and submissive, to be turned and ruled by 
it, ull we become in all things agreeable to it. 

_ Bless us, our Father, and command a bles- 
sing upon all our pious designs and perform- 
ances this day: and bless thy servants whom 
thou hast appointed to. bless us in thy name, 
and to break the bread of life to our souls, that 
they may speak thy word as they ought to 
speak: and give to every one their portion in 
due season. And that thy word, which they 
deliver, may be to our conviction, edification, 
and comfort, and the saver of life to our 

souls. 
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souls. O thou that hast the key of David, 
and openest and no man shuttest, thou that 
speakest to the heart, and givest the i increase ; 
open our understandings to receive thy truth, 
both in the light, and in the love of it. ‘And set 
it home so powerfully upon our hearts, and 
root it so deep in our souls, that the fruits may 
be seen in our lives: We being not forgetful 
hearers but faithful doers of thy word. 

And grant, O good God, that our services 
this day may be such, as may tend to our ad- 
vantage and rejoicing, in the great day of thy 
appearing and glory: That we may so hal- 
low these Sabbaths here upon earth, that here- 
after we may be admitted to the joyful cele- 
bration of the eternal Sabbatism in thy king- 
dom of heaven: there with all the church. 
triumphant, to laud and magnify thy glorious 
name, and to enjoy thy love, and sing thy 
praise for ever. And for the addition of this 
Sabbath to all the rest, for the benefit of thy 
word, and the ordinances of thy worship, and 
all the means of grace, and hopes of thy eternal 
glory, to thee, the God of all grace, be the 
praise, and honor, and glory rendered by us, 
and by all thine, from this time forth, and for 
evermore. Amen. 


dipucnihee Prayer for the Lord’s Day. 


‘@) LORD, our God! thou art infinitely 
good, and thou hast shewed us what is 
good, and what thou requirest of us for our 

“own 
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own greatest good always ; that it may go well 
with us, both now, and to all eternity. Thou 
sendest out thy light and thy truth amongst 
us, to make the way of life and salvation plain 
before us; and thou givest us many opportu- 
‘nities and advantages to quicken and. further 
us in thy knowledge and service, and in that 
way of our duty which leads to the kingdom 
of thy glory.. We have line upon, line, and. 
precept upon precept; thy messengers early 
and late, to open and apply thy werd; and. to 
give us calls and warnings, directions and’ ex- 
hortations, for the promoting of our edification 
here, and our salvation for ever... Thou hast 
not been wanting to us, O Lord, but we have. 
been exceedingly wanting to ourselves, and. 
to the duty which we owe ,unto,our God:!. 
And O how little is it to be seen in our lives, : 
how good and kind the Lord has been to our 
souls ! How have we loved darkness rather. 
than light, and chose to follow the suggestions 
of our. own foolish and hurtful lusts, rather: 
than to be guided by the rules.and prescrip- 
tions of thy holy blessed: word, that. has no. 
design Upon: us, but to promote. our. present. 
“peace and our eternal bliss!And, .because: 
-we have so little improved all the precious tal-: 
ents which thou hast put into our hands, thou 
mightest, O Lord, justly take away the gospel 
of thy kingdom from us, and give it to another 
people, that would bring forth fruits more wor- 
thy of it, and more answerable to it, than we 
have dene, . Because thou hast-called,, apes 
: ed ave. 
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have refused; thou hast stretched forth thy 
hands, but we have not regarded ; thou might- 
est therefore leave us to our own perverseness 
and impenitence, to add sin unto sin, till our 
iniquities became our ruin. 

But, O Lord God, merciful and long-suffer- 
ing! we humbly beseech thee that thou wilt 
not so enter into judgment with thy servants : 
but in mercy pardon all our contempt of thy 
word, and our not profiting by it, and all the 
means of grace that we have had. And teach 
and help us for the time to come, better to use 
and improve such gracious opportunities set 
before us, to the glory of thy name, and the 
true benefit of our souls. As the rain descends 
from heaven and returns not thither, but wa- 
ters the earth, and makes it fruitful, so let not 
thy word return unto thee void ; but accomplish 
thy good pleasure, and prosper in that where- 
unto thou art pleased to send it. O make it 
instrumental and. effectual to work thy grace, 
where it is not; and to establish and increase 
it, where it is; to edify and build us all up in 
the true fear and love of God, and i# the right 
knowledge and faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And though we cannot now find, upon the 
review of our services this day, that we have 
duly kept a day holy to the Lord ; yet let not 
thy day, O gracious God, be a lost day to us, 
nor thy word as water spilt on the ground : but 
may the Spirit cause thy word to do thy great 
and gracious work thoroughly and successful- 
ly upon all our hearts ; for which we may have 

H2 cause 
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cause to give thee praise and glory to all eter- 
nity. And as we perceive how we ought to 
walk, and to please thee our. God, so help us 
to walk more worthy of the Lord, unto all well- 
pleasing ; increasing in thy saving knowledge : 
and being still more ready to, and more rich 
and fruitful in every good work, that is pleasing: 
in thy sight through Jesus Christ. 

At his hands, O Lord our God, we beg thy 
gracious acceptance of our humble returns of 
praise and. thanksgiving, for all blessings and 
favors spiritual and temporal, so freely confer- 
red upon us, and so long vouchsafed and con- 
tinued to us, even throughout our whole lives, 
until this present time. ‘Thou hast dealt gra- 
ciously with us, O blessed Lord, and been ex- 
ceedingly good and kind to us, not only be- 
yond all that we had reason to expect from thee ; 
but above all that we are able to express here 
before thee. -We bless thy name our heaven- 
ly Father, that in so many respects thou hast 
made us to differ from multitudes in the world ; 
who are destitute .of those comforts and con- 
yeniences of this life, and means and hopes of 
a better,” which throu gh thy favor to us we 
_ do'enjoy. We acknowledge thee in all ; and 

-we desire to ascribe unto thee the whole praise 
"and glory of all. Especially our souls desire 
to’ bios thee for the mercies of all mercies, 
which thou hast shewed, and still art pleas- 
ed to:continue to our souls ; particularly what 
we have received and: experienced this day ; 
en house open to us; the word of salvation 
sounding 
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sounding in our ears, and the Spirit of God 
striving with our hearts ; and helping our in- 
firmities, and enlightening our minds, and re- 
viving our souls. 

O that we may notreceive the grace of God 
in vain; that all thy mercies may not be lost 
upon us: but that we may better answer the 
care and kindness of heaven, which we have so 
long and largely exper ienced, and that we may 
so thankfully receive ‘and carefully improve 
thy distinguishing favors to us, and all thy 
bountiful dealings with us ; that thou mayest 
not withdraw thy tender mercies from us, but 
still continue thy accustomed goodness to us, 
and increase thy grace and heavenly blessings 
upon us, and rejoice over us to do us good. 

In mercy pass by all which in thy most pure 
and holy eyes, from which nothing is hid, have 
been amiss this day past, in any of our thoughts, 
desires, expressions, or actions. O pardon our 
neglect of what we should have done, and our 
guilt of what we have misdone. Forgive the 
iiquities of our holy things: and enter not into 
judgment with us, even according to the best 
of our works and services: but overlook all our 
sins and failings, and imperfections, through 
our great Mediator and Redeemer ; who does 
appear in the presence of God in our behalf, and. 
ever lives at thy right hand, to make interces- 
sion for us. And for Jesus Christ, the blessed 
Author of all our hopes and happiness, and for 
all the comforts and good things of this life, 
and means and expectations of that eternal 


‘ glorious. 
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glorious life to come, which thou art pleased 
to give us, together with him; not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be all 
the praise, and henor, and glory, humbly and 
heartily rendered and ascribed of us, and of all 
thy church, now and for evermore. Amen. 


Another Evening Prayer for the Lord’s Day. 


QO LORD, thou art good to the soul that 
seeks thee; thou art full of invitation, 
and all the endearments of love, to draw and 
encourage poor sinners to come unto thee. 
Thou dost not bid us seek thy face in vain, nor 
serve thee for nought; but art a Lord, that 
hath pleasure in the prosperity of thy servants, 
and payest us not according to our poor imper- .. 
fect services, but givest like thyself, infinitely 
good and most rich in mercy : the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Itis not any thing in thy laws, O gracious Lord, 
but the sinfulness of our depraved nature, that 
makes any of them seem grievous to us, which 
are all holy, and just, and good, tending to 
oan our present and eternal happiness. 
or is it any thing in thy blessed service, but 
the indisposedness of our own vile hearts, that 
makes any part of that tedious to us, which is 
the work and joy of angels ; and our wisdom, 
honor, and interest; yea, what we may make 
our delight, as well as our duty, to perform. 
Holy God, we are all as an unclean thing, and all 
our very righteousnesses are as filthy rags: ‘nor 
can 
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can we ever hope to be justified in thy sight, 
upon the account of any works, or worth of 
eur own: for by our own hearts and decds 
we are reproved and condemned, and should 
be left speechless in thy judgment, if thou, O 
Lord, shouldst call us to account, according to 
the merits even of our best services. But we 
desire to take refuge and sanctuary under the 
shadow of our crucified Saviour; and to be 
found in him, not having our own righteous- 
ness, but-that which is by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, that the shame of our nakedness may 
_be covered, and all our sinful deformities hid 
from thine eyes: that thou mayest forgive us 
mercifully, and receive us graciously, and love 
us freely in the Son of thy love, in whom thou 
art, well. pleased. . 

Command a blessing, we pray thee, O Lord, 
upon the word, which this day we have heard, 
and upon all the means of grace that have been 
used for the good of our souls. It is not of 
him that planteth, nor of him that watereth, 
but of thee, our God, who giveth the increase. 
O be thou pleased to second the preaching 
of thy word with the powerful influences of 
thy grace and holy Spirit; that it may be the 
savor of life to our souls, and the power. of 
God to our salvation. O let us so hide thy 
word in our hearts that we may not, as we 
have done, sin against thee, but that it may be 


as a treasure within us; to stand us in stead, 


_in every hour of temptation, and in all the time 
and cases of our need: That we may walk 
fn i more 
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more humbly and closely with our God, and 
more conscientiously and circumspectly be- 
fore thee; and be so obedient to the holy pre- 
cepts of thy word; that, finally, we may enjoy 
the glorious promises, of which it gives us the 
blessed reviving hopes. 

Supply the want of thy public ordinances, we 
beseech thee, by the immediate teachings of 
thy good Spirit, to all such as through any un- 
avoidable impediments are kept from them; 
And continue to us, O gracious Lord, the 
hght of thy gospel, and all the happy opportu- 
nities, which we enjoy for our souls’ advan- 
tage. And preserve us also, by thy grace, 
from the curse of barrenness, under all thy 
holy means, and abundant mercies; for it were 
better for us we never had them, if we were 
not the better for them. ‘That they may not 
therefore, hereafter, rise up in judgment against 
us, O make them now efficacious to us; and 
write thy laws in our hearts, and cause them 
to accomplish all the purposes of thy grace in 
our souls, and to shine forth with a convinc- 
ing splendor in our lives; to make us every 
way such as thou wouldst have us. 

And now we give thanks, as we are infinite- 
ms bound, to thee, O Lord God, our heavenly 

ather, for the mercies of this day ; and for thy 
great mercy and goodness that has hitherto 
followed us all the days of our lives. O how 
wonderful is thy patience and long-suffering, 
that thou shouldst all day long stretch forth . 
thy hands to a rebellious and gainsaying Leg 
3 ple! 
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ple! And how unwearied thy kindness and 
love, that we still enjoy so many comforts with 
our lives, who have taken the course to spoil 
all with our sins! Yea, that thou shouldst 
not withhold the greatest mercies from such 
as cannot pretend to deserve the least at thy 
hands! Blessed be thy name, O most merci- 
ful Father, that thou hast defended us from so 
many dangers in our lives, which threatened 
to destroy us; and delivered us out of so 
many troubles, under which we should have 
sunk and perished, if thou hadst not been 
nigh to us, and done great things for us. We 
bless thee for our health and plenty, peace and. 
liberty ; for the use of our reason, limbs and 
senses, and for the comforts of all thy good crea- 
tures ; for the kindness of friends, and safety 
from our enemies; for the benefits and refresh-' 
ments of society, and the success and prosperi- 
ty of our affairs here in the world. But above 
all, we bless thee for the mercies and blessings 
relating to the world to come; for Jesus Christ 
and. all spiritual blessings in heavenly things in 
him; tending to the salvation of our souls: 
for remembering us in our low estate, and 
sending eternal redemption to us by the hands 
of thy dear Son; for the light and direction 
of thy word; for the teachings and. strivings, 
the aids and consolations of thy Spirit; for 
all the means and helps which we have to do 
us good ; for all thy grace wrought in us, and 
bestowed upon us; and for all the discov- 
erles and hopes of eternal glory which oo” 

ast 
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hast given to us. O how infinitely indebted 
are we to the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour ! O that we may ever be sensible and 
thankful as we ought! And withvall that thou 
hast given us, blessed God, give us hearts fill: 
ed with thy love, and lifted up in thy praise, 
and devoted to thy honor and service. 

We can but acknowledge the vast debt, that 
we are never able to pay. We cannot praise 
thee according to the riches of thy grace, and 
the multitude of thy. mercies: but we desire 
to bless and praise, with all the capacities and 
abilities wherewith thou hast blessed us. And 
help us, O Lord our God, to glorify thy name, 
not only, in speaking to thy praise, but so en- 
tirely devoting ourselves to thy pleasure, that 
we may be thine in faithfulness, and in the 
sincerity of our hearts even all the days of our 
lives. 

O make. us truly penitent and humbled for 
all which this day we have done amiss, and 
make us unfeignedly thankful for all the good 
that we have received ; and for all which thou 
hast, in any manner or measure, enabled us to 
do aright. The evil is from ourselves alone, 
and to us belong shame and confusion of face 
for it; but all the good is of thy free grace, and 
thy mere mercy: and to thy blessed name, 
O Lord our God, be all the praise and glory 
rendered, with the most sensible and gratefyl 
shearts, now and for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer 


pene 
A Prayer for any intermediate Time of the 
Lord's Day. 


LORD, the God of glory.! thou fillest 
'@) heaven and earth with thy presence, fill 
my heart, I pray thee, with thy grace, and the 
mindfulness of thy presence with me: that I 
may demean myself, ‘as under thy awful eyes, 
and ever manifest in thy holy sight, who art 
cheerfully and constantly worshipped and at- 
tended by all the heavenly host of glorious an- 
gels, and immortal spirits above, where thou- 
sand thousands minister unto thee, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stand before thee. 
O happy are they who are ever in thy blessed 
presence, and still taken up in the joyful con- 
templation and fruition of thee, and the things 
above ; who have an everlasting period put to. 
all their sins, and troubles and temptations here 
below; and have their souls full of holiness, 
their hearts filled with joy, and their mouths 
with the everlasting praises of God. O Lord, 
look down from heaven, the habitation of thy 
holiness, and the throne of thy glory, and be- 
hold with pity the poor remnant of thy herit- 
age, who are yet upon our warfare and pil- 
grimage in this present evil world; beset with 
many and mighty malicious enemies of our 
souls, and groaning for deliverance from the 
Here of corruption, that we may be brought 
into 
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The good Lord pardon every one of us, 
that now prepare and set ourselves to seek thy 
face, and to meet and enjoy our God in the or- 
dinances of thy worship: though we be not 
cleansed according to the purification of the 
sanctuary, accept us in thy beloved Son, ac- 
cording to what we have, and fill us with thy 
good Spirit, to make us what we would be. 
O give me a devout soul, anda praying heart ; 
that I may not only go over the words of pray- 
er, or rest in any forms of godliness ; but may 
serve thee with my spirit, and lift up my heart 
to the Lord, and, as much as is possible, con- 
verse above. : 

It is good for men to draw nigh to God; in 
whose service consists all our honor and bliss. 
O let my heart rejoice in seeking the Lord; 
and with great liveliness, and love, and cheer- 
fulness, let me frequent thy ways, and study 
thy werd, and admire thy works, and praise 
thy name. I bless thee, my- God, that thou 
hast given me an understanding to know thee, 
a heart to love thee, and a soul capable of wait- 
ing upon thee in the duties of thy holy imme- 
diate service here, and capable of enjoying thee 
in thy eternal heavenly glory hereafter. Ibless 
thee for all opportunitics and advantages which 
J have to serve thee, and to work out my sal- 
vation ; for the ministry of reconciliation com- 
mitted to thy servants, for all their labors and 
writings, and preachings; and for all other 
means of grace and helps heaven-ward. 

O give me also sucha love to thy 4. eM 

may 
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I may value it above all the wealth of the 
world, and relish it better than all the plea- 
sures ofthe flesh; esteeming the words of thy 
mout®’ more than my necessary food: And re- 
ceiving it, not only in the light, but in the love 
of it, that [ may be saved. And give me, 
Lord, a heart to fear thee, and keep thy com- 
mandments always, that it may. go well with 
me both now and for ever. Olet me so make 
thy word the rule of my life, that it may also 
be the ground of my hope: and while it is 
sounding in my ears, O be thou also teaching: 
my heart to make. it efficacious and saving to 
my’soul. And let there be such a transcript 
of the gospel in my life, that I may not only 
hear what it says, but be such as it describes. 
O gracious God! continue the light and joy- 
ful sound of thy gospel amongst us: And help 
us so rightly to use it, and to make our due 
benefit of it, that we may find cause to bless 
and praise thee for it. O that every Sabbath 
may add still to our stature in Christ Jesus ; 
and that we may so sanctify thy Sabbaths now 
while we are on the way, that in the end we 
may attain to the blessed Sabbath of thy ever- 
lasting rest: ‘There to live in the sight and 
love, and in the enjoyment and praises of thee 
our God, blessed for evermore. .4men. 


A Confession 


be Féenll 


A Confession of the Sins forbidden, with Prayer 
jor Grace to perform the Duties enjoined in 
the Commandments : Preparatory to the Sa- 
crament, or at any Time of Humiliation. 


6) LORD, the great and glorious God! 
against whom I have grievously offend- 
ed: and who for my sins art justly displeased : 
I know not where to begin or end with the re- 
hearsal of all my transgressions ; which are 
more than I can remember, and greater than I 
can express. 

Thou art God alone, and there is none be- 
side thee, that hast absolute sovereignty over 
me, and that can be full and final happiness to 
me. But, O Lord my God; other lords be- 
sides thee have had dominion over me. I have 
idolized things in myself, and in this present 
world; and have set them in the stead of God ; 
either disbelieving thy being, or forgetting 
thy presence, or disliking to retain thee in my 
thoughts; and living without thee in the world. 
I have not improved in thy knowledge, answer-. 
able to the means of instruction wherewith thou 
hast blessed me. And that I have no more 
and better knowledge of God, it is my shame, 
and owing to my sinful dulness and negligence 
in that which does most of all concern me. 
I have not had all my expectations from thee, 
nor my whole dependence upon thee, nor my 
chief hope and delight in thee: but have stuck 
and trusted to creature comforts and worldly 

enjoyments : 
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enjoyments: things short of thee, my God, to 
make me happy. O how have I hardened my 
heart against the fear of thy glorious Majes- 
ty; who can, whenever thou pleasest, kill and 
cast sinners into hell! Making. bold to sin 
against the clear light which thou hast caused 
to shine upon me! And how have I shut my 
heart against the love of my chiefest good ; 
who hast still been doing me good, and laying 
fresh obligations upon me, with thy renewed 
favor, every day! Loving the creatures and 
any sensual pleasures more than the God 
blessed for ever. 

I have conceived injurious, unbecoming 
thoughts of thy infinite greatness and good- 
ness, till I have become vain and wicked in my 
imaginations ; thinking the most high and glo- 
rious God to be even such an one as myself. 
And instead of worshipping thee in spirit and 
in truth, it has been after my own fancy and 
humor, in a formal customary manner. 

O what light account have I made of thy 
great name! And what little zeal have I shew- 
ed for thy honor and glory! How have I 
disregarded thy word and works, thy mer- 
cies and judgments, thy calls and warnings, 
and all thy offers and invitations; and either 
neglected the offices of thy worship, or profan- 
ed thy holy things, and abused religious du- 
ties, to cover my own offences: drawing nigh 
to thee with my mouth, when my heart has 
been far from thee. 

Thy day I have not remembered as I ought, 

T2 to 
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to keep it holy: but have used as common, 
what thou hast set apart for sacred; and borne 
the holy season as a burden, and made bold 
with thy hallowed time, to spend it upon my 
sloth and lusts, and worldly trifles and carnal 
impertinences. 

O how have I failed and sinned in all my re- 
lations. Asa superior, in pride and vanity ; 
as an inferior, in stubbornness and enyy: as a 
parent and child, master and servant, friend 
and neighbor: not discharging my duty in 
any capacity as I ought. 

How careless have I been of my own and 
others’ souls! How passionate and unmerciful, 
contentious and revengeful! Bitter in my. 
words, malicious in my heart, tempting some 
into soul-ruining sins ; and not doing what in 
me lies, to keep others from the wicked undo- 
ing of themselves; not exerting my desires 
and endeavors to do good unto all. 

O Lord, I am unclean, unclean! defiled 
with filthy imaginations rolling in my head, 
and lustful desires harboring in my heart, 
and breaking out in corrupt communication, 
and carnal carriage, and intemperate living af- 
ter the flesh. Yea, I have been guilty of the 
Spiritual whoredom, in forsaking the blessed 
bridegroom of my soul, to cleave to lying van- 
ities: and to keep up that friendship with the 
world, which is enmity with God. 

I have been unfaithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, and not honored thee with my sub- 
stance; nor done the good which thou hast 

7 made 
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made me capable of doing, with the world’s 
good: but by idleness and injurious intrench- 
ing on the rights of others, or by profuse con- 
suming my portion on my own lusts, [have been 
a sacriligious usurper of thy good creatures. 

O what vicious liberties have I taken to my- 
self, in speaking evil of my neighbors: Using 
them in my words, as I would ill resent to be 
used : slandering and reviling, dissembling or 
rash judging : and often wronging the truth, 
to avenge, to excuse, to exalt myself. 

O what a nursery of covetous and carnal de- 
sires has been this corrupt and wicked heart of 
mine! Cherishing and delighting in evil mo- 
tions ; repining at others’ welfare : coveting all 
to myself, and catering only for the flesh, to 
fulfil its lusts. 

Such sins I have committed against thy ho- 
ly law : and I have also sinned against thy gra- 
cious gospel, O Lord ; not acquainting myself 
with the way of salvation by Jesus Christ : but 
neglecting so great salvation ; and disregard- 
ing the only Saviour, whom to know and win, I 
should have accounted all things else but loss 
and dung. I have not been awed by thy threat- 
enings, nor taken with thy promises; nor listen- 
ed to the calls of thy word, nor yielded to the 
motions of thy Spirit ; nor believed the truths 
nor loved the days, nor plied the means, nor im- 
proved the opportunities, which thou hast gra- 
ciously set before me: but have shut my eyes 
against the things of my peace ; and made light 
of all my Saviour’s doings and sufferings, and 
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various methods, for the salvation of my soul : 
taking pleasure in the enemies. of his cross : 
little concerned for the success of his gospel ; 
nor laying to heart my own, or others’ sins ; 
nor seriously repenting, nor feryently praying ; 
but doing all these things, as if I did them not. 

Such is my heavy char ge: this is my hein- 
ous guilt; O “that I may not only confess it, but 
be duly humbled for it ! And lay my mouth in 
the dust, if so be that yet there may be hope! 
And is there hope for such a great and provok- 
ing sinner ? Lord of love, thou hast helped 
many poor miserable Soni in alow, dangerous 
ease : and many, I believe, are now triumph- 
ing and praising thee in glory, who much and 
Jong rebelled against thee here below. Such — 
are the wonders of thy grace, to get thee glory 
in seeking and saving that which was lost. And 
thy hand is not shortened ; nor thy mercy abat- 
ed: but still thou art able and ready to help 
and save, as ever thou wast. O put me in the 
way where all thy goodness may pass. before 
me: and help me to exercise such humiliation 
and repentance in thy sight, that thou mayest 
exercise thy pardoning and saving mercy upon 
my soul; and never lay my sins to my charge, 
but upon his account who was made sin for us, 
though he knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him, 

Nor do I only beg for pardon of sin, but also 
for power aguinst it. That thy preventing may 
dash and break tempiations in the first ap- 
proach ; and thy assisting grace enable me to 

resist 
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resist in the assault, and to overcome in the 
issue. That I may never fall a miserable prey 
to the cruel adversary who walks about as a 
roaring lion, seeking whom to devour. And 
turn my feet, O Lord, to thy testimonies ; and 
help me with an enlarged heart, to run the way 
of thy commands. O give me grace to take 
and chuse thee for my God ; and to know, and 
trust, and fear and love, and serve, and wor- 
ship thee as God. Give me a true reverence 
for thy name, zeal for thy glory, serious devo- 
tion and constancy, in all the duties of thy ho- 
ly religion ; conscientious care of the sanctifi- 
cation of thy day, and due veneration and af- 
fection for all thy holy things. 

Help me also, my God, rightly to discharge 
all relative duties, that I owe to superiors, 
equals, inferiors, and all with whom I have my 
conversation in the world: that I may give no 
just offence to any, but so carry towards every 
one, as to credit my holy profession, and win 
others into the love of it. O make me careful 
of my own, and of others’ souls; peaceable and 
patient, merciful and kind; desirous of, and 
what in me lies, endeavoring to promote the 
good of all: so loving my neighbor as myself. 
O make me chaste and continent, pure in heart, 
sober and modest in speech and carriage ; tem- 
perate in the use of thy good creatures ; given 
to prayer, and all the exercises of godliness, 
that tend to mortily the sinful lusts of the flesh. 
Make me also faithful in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, contented with my portion, industrious 
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in my calling, upright in my dealing, honor- 
ing thee with my substance; and doing good, 
and. no hurt, with what thou hast given me of 
the world’s good. Help me, O righteous God, 
still to love and own, to confess and maintain 
the truth : candidly to interpret the sayings 
and doings of others ; not delighting in their 
shame, but being as tender of their reputation, 
as I would desire they should be of mine. And 
help me, O my Lord, to resist the beginnings 
and first risings of evil motions in my mind : 
and to keep my heart with all diligence, from 
giving any harbor there to covetous and un- 
clean desires. O let me not give my mind to: 
earthly things ; nor be carnally minded, which 
is death ; but spiritually minded, which 1s life 
and peace. And incline my heart, O good: 
God, to meditate and loye, and keep thy holy 
laws. 

O make me resolved for, and in love with, a 
life of holiness, according to thy blessed will 
and word. And let me not only think and pur- 
pose to live godly in Christ Jesus, but bring 
my purposes into actions, my actions into hab- 
its, and my habits into a holy lasting perseve- 
rance ; enduring so to the end, that I may be 
saved. And through the ways of thy holy 
commands, O Lord lead me to the joys of thy 
heavenly kingdom: that having my fruit unto 
holiness, I may find the end everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer 


[9 83.59] 


A Prayer before the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper. 


O WHAT am I, poor unworthy sinful 
wretch, that I should go to the table of 
the Lord, and put myself on, for the portion of 
his saints! Great God! my guilt, and shame 
and fear, do pull me back, and make me ready 
to conclude it presumptuous and vain for me, 
ever to expect such high honor and favor 
- from thee ; after I have so foully misbehaved 
myself towards thee. [ durst not think of mak- 
ing so near approaches to thy holy Majesty, 
but that thou art pleased to mvite and com- 
mand us so to do. Nor could Lever hope for 
such heavenly blessings at thy hands, O Lord, 
but that thou art so infinitely good and kind, 
even to such as deserve nothing from thee ! 
but to be forsaken and abhorred by thee. In- 
stead of stretching forth a sceptre of mercy, to 
invite me to thy table; thou mightest with the 
rod of thy wrath, dash me in pieces as a pot- 
‘ter’s vessel : and instead of entertaining me with 
the bread of life, and the cup of blessing, might- 
est give me the bread and water of atiliction ; 
and throw me down, where I should in vain 
cry out for a drop to cool my tongue. 

But seeing thou art pleased to call even sin- 
ners that have undone themselves, to come unto 
thee for help : and hast appointed this sacrament 
as ameans of conveyance, to help them to par- 
don and grace that stand in need of the same ; 

therefore, 
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therefore, seeing I do extremely need thy par- 
doning mercy, and thy sanctifying grace; I 
come, Lord, though polluted and unfit to ap- 
pear before thee : and I dare not but come ; as 
knowing that I shall be undone, keepmg away 
from thee. I come not, Lord, because I am 
worthy, but because thou art rich in mercy. 
I come as the poor starved wretch to the fire : 
I come as the hungry to be fed ; and as the sick 
and maimed, to be recovered and healed: That 
I may wash in the blood of thy Son, and be 
cleansed : that I may receive of thy infinite ful- 
ness, all that is wanting in my wretched self; 
that I may so touch my Saviour, as to perceive 
virtue from him ; to heal my sinful sores, and 

to enable me for thy faithful service. y 
O that I may come in the humblest manner, 
with all reverence and godly fear ; and with 
the most earnest longings after Christ Jesus ; 
and the heartiest resolutions to live unto him, 
that was pleased to die for me! And do thou 
instruct me, O Lord and assist me in the ex- 
amination, the humiliation and preparation of 
myself; in order to my safe and comfortable 
participation of this holy ordinance. Before 
I compass thy altar, wilt thou purify my heart 
by repentanee and faith m the blood of our 
great Redeemer. O let me receive a broken 
and bleeding Saviour with a broken and con- 
trite heart. And make me so willing and obe- 
dient that I may eat the good of the ordinance ; 
so conformable to thee,-that I may find commu- 
nion with thee; and may have not only repre- 
sentation, 
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sensation, but a participation of Christ crucifi- 
ed. O turn in, my Lord, and be not as a 
stranger to the soul that is the purchase of thy 
own blood. Enrich thy ordinance with thy 
presence ; that I may find him. whom my soul 
desires to love, and whose love is better than 
wine: that Christ may appear and be known 
to my soul, in this breaking of bread: that I 
"may receive such life from thee, as may enable 
me to live unto thee y and make me know, 
that thou abidest in me, by the Spirit which 
thou has given me. 

Blessed Saviour! weigh not mine, but thy 
‘own merits ; for I have not deserved thee, but 
thou hast redeemed me. I can never be wor- 
thy of thee, but give me, I beseech thee, such 
agreeable dispositions, apprehensions, affec- 
tions and resolutions, in my coming to thee, 
that I may eat and drink worthily of what I 
am. to receive from thee: that I may partici- 
pate of thy sacred body crucified, and thy pre- 
cious blood shed for us, with such discerning, 
and reverence, and penitence, and faith, and 
love, and thankfulness, as I ought todo. And 
what I am not in myself, O do thou make me, 
out of thy own infinite fulness; such a meet 
receiver at thy table, that I may find welcome 
with thee, to my present consolation and my 
everlasting salvation. 

O thou that hast prepared a table in this wil- 
derness with heavenly provisions for our souls, 
prepare my soul, dear Lord, for these provi- 
sions ; and give me SPiritnal appetite, as well” 
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as spiritual sustenance : that as the hart pants 
efter the water brooks, my soul may pant-af- 
ter thee, O God: that with desire I may desire 
to eat this passover ; and so open my mouth, 
that thou mayest fill my hungry soul with thy 
good things, and so lift up the everlasting 
doors of my heart, that the King of Glory may 
come jn; that Christ may dwell in my heart by 
faith, and abide with my Spirit, as long as I 
am to abide here in the flesh. 

~Q make thy ordinance healing, andthe’ sa- 
vor of life to my soul. And make it also a 
sealing ordinance, to clear up to’ me the par- 
don of my sins, and the assurance of thy love. 
And as thou sealest the covenant of grace, O 
let me seal the covenant of obedience: and in 
such a devout and acceptable manner come un- 
to thy table, that I may return from it with m 
conscience quieted, my corruptions subdued, 
my graces increased, and my soul encouraged, 
with an enlarged heart, to run the way of thy 
commands. 

Ah Lord! to whom should I repair but un- 
to thee, my life, my strength, and my Redeem- 
er! O thou that callest unto thee the laboring 
and heavy-laden sinners, help me so to come-to 
thee, that in thee I'may find rest for-my soul. 
‘Thou that has commanded’ us to break our 
bread to the hungry, O break the bread of life 
to all of us that hunger and thirst-after righte- 
ousness: and give us, O Lord God, our hea- 
venly Father, evermoregive us this bread. And 
‘thou that art pleased still to continue to‘us the 
ia jiberty 
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liberty and advantage of this ordinance to nou- 
rish and revive our souls, O work in our hearts 
a higher esteem for it, anda greater love tovit: 
And in our preparations before we eat and 
drink at thy table, in our communicating there, 
and our conversation after, O teach and help 
us to carry beseeming the holy heavenly feast ; 
and as becomes the redeemed and obliged of 
the Lord, and the very living members of Je- 
sus Christ. 

Hear me, O Lord my God, and forgive me ; 
bless and direct me, quicken and assist me in 
the work now lying upon me: and be good to 
me, and deal graciously with me; that I may 
discharge all my offices heartily as.to the Lord, 
and with good acceptance im the sight of God; 
through the beloved of my soul, the only Sa- 
viour of mine. Amen, Amen. - 


A Prayer for Grace to resign and give up our- 
selves to God. 


MY great and glorious Maker, and Re- 

deemer, my continual preserver and 
keeper, my only Lord and owner! Thine I am 
every way, by all the ties of duty and love ; and 
not at my disposal to do what I will with my- 
self: for thou hast formed me for thyself, 
and dearly ransomed me, after I had lost my- 
self. Yea, I have been solemnly devoted to 
thee, and vowed to renounce all tempters of 
my heart and service, that would rival with 
my blessed Lord : and. obediently to serve thy 
divine pleasure, and to walk in thy holy Me 
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all the days of my life. And to beso true and 
faithful in the covenant of my God, is not only 
my obligation, but my honor and interest, my 

highest perfection, and my greatest bliss. 
But with confusion and remorse, I must 
acknowledge, O Lord, how I have sacrilegi- 
ously alienated myself from thee, and most fool- 
ishly and wickedly forsaken thee, to serve other 
‘lords; yea, to be under the power and servi- 
tude of my own vain humors and brutish lusts ; 
not concerned so much to please thee, as my- 
self : as if I were so my own, that I had no Lord 
over me, to whom belongs all the right and 
title to me. O my God! forgive and mortify 
this wicked and pernicious selfishness in me : 
and let me no longer unjustly withhold myself 
from thee : nor madly expose myself to ruin, by 
living in the world without thee ; nor hang in 
a tremulous suspence between God and mam- 
mon, vainly thinking to hold in with both : but 
make me so wise and considerate, not only of 
my duty but of my own felicity; as willingly 
and cheerfully to surrender and devote myself 
to the blessed Author of my being: that so I 
may both answer the end for which I was made, 
and_also attain the happiness whereof I am ca- 
pable. Seeing all that are far from thee shall 
perish, as branches cut from the living root that 
feeds them; and I have no sufficiency in my- 
self, but derive all my good from the union 
with my God: I am convinced, O Lord, that I 
am thine, by thy undoubted right; and that I 
ought to yield up myself for such, by my own 
free 
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free choice, and voluntary act. It is best for 
me so todo; and I can never do well, in stand- 
ing off from it. O bring me to it, and make 
me faithful and hearty in it. 

My Lord! break all the ties that detain me 
from thee : and seize and take me for thy own : 
yea, keep and continue me in thy fear and love 
to my life’s end. And upon my mind and 
memory, upon my will and affection, upon my 
heart and conscience, O write holiness to the 
Lord: and’every way make me willing wholly 
to be thine: Let thy will ever be mine in all 
things ; and melt down this stubborn will into 
a ready compliance with thy holy pleasure, O 
Jet me love and hate, and joy and dislike, as 
thou dost. Jet my soul and body, and all the 
faculties and powers of both, be under thy 
conduct, and employed to thy glory. Let all 
that Iam, and all that I have, whatever is mine, 
O let it be thine; not in pretence only, but in 
deed and in truth. And never let me think it 
hard to renounce all for thee ; who art infinite- 
ly better than all else that ever can tempt me. 

O help me so sincerely to deny myself, that 
I may own no guide and ruler but my great 
Lord and Proprietor ; that my eyes may be ever . 
towards thee ; and my whole dependence apon 
thee ; and that thou mayest be all in all to me 
and thy word my rule, and to promote thy hon- 
or and pleasure, my great aim and endeavor : 
that in all things thou mayest ever be regarded 
and preferred, and glorified by me through 


Jesus Christ. Amen: 
Ws Some 
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Some devout Ejaculations and Elevations of the - 
Soul, before receiving at the Lord’s Table. 


i LESSED be my God, that again is 

pleased to call me to the reconciliation- 
feast : and after all my breaches with him, and all 
my offences against him, yet to grant me a new. 
indulgence ; and to seal my pardon afresh in 
the precious blood of his dear Son, that was 
shed, to take away the sins of the world. 


If. At thy gracious invitation, Lord, I am 
boldeto come, looking for that blessed benefit, 
which I know myself so unworthy to receive ; 
that thou mightest justly bar up the doors of 
mercy against me, and withhold thy saving ~ 
good from me. But thy mercies, blessed God, 
are not to the deserving and worthy, but to the . 
miserable and needy. O let me find them, as 
I need them; according to the riches of thy 
bounty, and according to the greatness of my 
" necessity. 

HI. I have no might for this great work : 
but I will go in thy strength, O Lord my God. 
Give me, I beseech thee, the dispositions, 
which thou requirest ; and work in me, what 
thou callest for from me. O let me find thy 
hand upon me, thy help with me, and thy grace 
sufficient for me. 


IV. O that Imay see thy power and thy glory, 
s so 
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so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary! That 
I may share in the heavenly entertainment of 
thy children, and eat and drink in thy presence, 
that bread of life, and that cup of blessing, 
which may be the life of my soul, and make glad 
my heart, even with the joy of thy salvation. 


V. O what shall I do at thy house, and thy 
table, Lord, if thou dost not appear to receive 
und entertamr me? O that thou wouldst, in 
wonderful.condescension, bow the heavens and. 
come down: and make me experience thy pre- 
sence with me, and that power of thy spirit up- 
on me; and that loving kindness of “thine, 
which is better than life! 


VI. O let not the great Lord and Lover of 
souls, keep off as a stranger to my soul! But 
look forth at the windows, and show himself 
throughthe lattice, and remember me in. saving 
mercy, where he feeds, where he makes his 
flock to rest: and let me now taste and see, to — 
the satisfaction of my soul, how good the 
Lord is. 


VII. I desire to shelter under the shadow of 
my Lord Redeemer; and to be found in Christ 
Jesus, endued with that righteousness: of his 
which is sufficient both to atone for all my guilt, 
and also to fill up all my wants; yea to make 
me complete and meet for the love of God, and 
for the felicity ofhis chosen. O.God ofali grace ! 

ive me, I beseech thee, thy Christ to be my 
esus; and grant.mea particular saving mterest 
in 
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in that great redemption, which he brings to 
the poor sinful lost world: that my soul may 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit may rejoice 
in God my Saviour. 


VIII. O thou that art able to do it, bring 
me into the bonds of the covenant: and let me 
voluntarily and cheerfully enter it: not as com- 
pelled to it or aggravated at it; but willing and 
glad with all my heart, to be secured in uth 
blessed hands. 


IX. O make me willing in the day of thy 
power: and may I this day experience, Lord, 
the powerful workings of thy blessed Spirit; to 
open and enlarge my heart, and make me rea- 
dy and fit, and joyful, to receive him who stands 
at the door and knocks; even to receive Christ 
Jesus the Lord into my soul. 


X. O how unworthy am I, Lord, that thou 
shouldst come under my roof: unworthy to 
eat the crumbs that fall under thy table! but 
thy infinite merits can cover all my sins and un- 
worthiness ; and recommend me to the just and 
holy Majesty of heaven, even as if I had not 
_ sinned. O deal so graciously with me, my Lord, 
~ and my God, I beseech thee, and forgive, and 
heal, and help me; and exercise thy power and 
pity, and great salvation upon me: and come 
into my soul, withall the blessings and conso- 
lations of thy coming into the world. 


XI, O Lord! my soul is polluted and un- 
. clean, 
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clean: but thy precious blood can cleanse 
me from all my sins and defilements ; and make 
me fit to receive thee, to my profit and com- 
fort: O speak thou the word, and I shall be 
clean and whole: and my soul shall live and 
for ever bless thy name. 


XII. Assist me mercifully, O Lord, in my 
designs and endeavors to obtain the blessed 
fruitions, whereof thou hast made me capable. 
O forgive my unworthiness ; cover my deform- 
ities ; help- my infirmities; quicken my dul- 
ness; prepare me for thee; draw me unto 
thee; bring me into the enjoyment of thee ; 
now in part, as far as I can attain: and hereaf- ; 
ter in fulness, as much as my heart shall sah as 
and that for ever. . 


XIII. O that thy ordinance now may be the ‘ 
means of my establishment ; to derive unto my 
soul, out of the fulness of Christ Jesus, grace — 
sufficient to make me holy and lively, and able . 
for my duty: faithful in it, and constant to it !~ 
And what I have not in myself, Lord, do thou 
give me: and what I am not of mygelf, O do ~ 
thou make me, for thy own mercy’s sake. 

' Amen, Amen. ‘ 


Thanksgiving and Prayer after the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. 


- DESIRE with all my soul to adore and 
magnify thy blessed name, O Lord God, 
my heavenly Father, for all the expressions of 
thy love and bounty, to me a poor unworthy 
sinner. 
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sinner. Particularly for thy precious favors 
and the renewed pledges of thy love in Christ 
Jesus, which I have received from thee this 
day; that thou hast admitted me, not only in-’ 
to thy house but to thy table; and used me as 
thy friend and the child of thy family; who 
deserves to be cast out as an enemy, and to be 
trampled even as the ofscouring of all things. 
O what manner of love is this, that I should 
fare so well, and deserve so ill at thy hands ! 
O that it should be so done to wretched sinful 
men! That the God so greatly offended by us, 
should not only forgive us, but entertain and 
feast us with all the good things, which our 
blessed Saviour has merited and prepared for 
us! Lord, what is man, thou art so mindful of 
him, and the son of man that thou so visitest 
him! And what am I, one of the vilest and sin- 
fullest of men, that the great Lord, so ill used 
by me, should deal so exceeding graciously 
with me! O make me to know the things that 
are freely given me of God, and how much I 
do owe unto the Lord, for all thy kindness to 
my soul, @vhich thou hast redeemed and eternal- 
ly obliged to thyself. O give me a heart deep- 
ly sensible of thy™mercy, and steadfastly pur- 
posing to live to thy glory; that I may shew 
my thankfulness for thy benefits, by my obe- 
dience to thy precepts. O keep me mindful 
of the vows of God upon me: and help me ta 
live, as having my holy Redeemer now diwell- 

ing in me. ; 
ind as I have received ChristJesus the Lord, 
40 so 
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so enable me to walk in him; to walk more 
worthy of the Lord unto all well-pleasing ; to 
walk in love, as Christ loved us; and to go on 
in the strength of what I have received from 
thee, to live unto thee: following after holi- 
ness, as being not only brought so nigh to, but 
intimately conjoined with the holy one of God. 

As I have eat and drank the sacramental 
bread and wine, to the nourishment and. re- 
freshment of my frail body ; solet the crucified 
body and effused blood of God-my Saviour, 
nourish and sustain my immortal soul unto 
life eternal: -and revive me with the sense of 
thy pardon and peace, and love, that is better 
than wine, and better than life itself. 

And O that the sacrifice of Christ Jesus, that 
‘sacrifice of himself, which he offered upon the 
cross, and which I have this day been comme- 
‘morating at thy table, niay atone for all the 
failmgs and miscarriages in my preparations 
and performances! That upon the account of 
that grand propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world, I may be spared and: accepted with thee 
my God, here to thy blessed love, and hereaf- 
ter to thy heavenly glory: through him that 
“gave himself for us, and has also given himself 
to us; even the Son of thy love; andthe great 
Lover of our souls: for whom, and to whom, 
with thy eternal self and holy Spirit, be all 
thanks and praise, and honor, and glory, as- 
cribed of me, and of all thy church, now and 
for evermore. dimen, 
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Some devout Ejaculations and Elevations of the 
Soul, after receiving at the Lord’s Table. 


1F, LORY be to thee, O Lord our God, 

that in our extreme need of a Redeem- 
er, thou hast made such gracious provision for 
our souls; and sent thy Son to die for our sins, 
and to save us who had destroyed ourselves. 
And that he who offered himself upon the 
cross for us, is pleased to offer himself at his 
table unto us: Where I have been tasting the 
fruits of his love, and receiving my share 
among the redeemed of the Lord. 


IJ. I bless thee, my God, for the mercies of 
a Saviour; without which all mercies else 
would be unavailable, and do me no good. I 
bless thee, that thou hast not withheld thy Son, 
thy only Son, from us, but given him to be the 
propitiation for our sins, and to be the life and 
food of our souls. 


III. I sat down under his shadow, and his 
fruit was sweet to my taste. I have been en- 
tertained at the table of the Lord: and there 
his banner over me was love. ”Twas love that 
gave me the Saviour whom I have been re- 
ceiving; and the opportunity now to come, 
and rest, and feast my soul upon him. 


IV. Return to thy rest, O my soul, for 
the Lord has dealt bountifully with thee.— 
Thy life is given thee at his hands: who 

forgiveth 
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forgiveth all thy sins, and healeth all thy dis- 
eases: and not only redeems thee from de- 
struction, but crowns thee with loving-kind- 
hess and tender mercies; and satisfies thy 
mouth with good things, and those the best of 
all things, even his pardon and peace, his Son, 
and his Spirit; the riches of his grace, and the 
pledges of his glory. . 


V. Blessed be my God, for that bread which 
came down from heaven, to give life unto the 
world... And blessed be thy name, O gracious 
Lord, for my share im this highest expression 
of thy wonderful love and bounty. 


VI. Eternal thanks and praise be unto thee, 
O blessed God my Saviour, for all thy glorious 
achievements, in laying the sure foundation for 
our good hope, and everlasting consolation. 


VII. Thou hast loved us, and redeemed us, 
and washed us from our sins in thy own blood. 
And O how infinitely indebted am I to thy 
mercy, that thou callest me to this sweet heay- 
enly entertainment; which cost thee so dear, 
.to purchase and provide for us! 


VIII. O make me more sensible of thy love, 
and more thankful for all its blessed effects ; and 
let me now find the happy fruits of strength and 
refreshment to my soul; even strength against 
all the temptations, that would pluck me from 
thee, and engage me in rebellion against thee ; 
and such refreshment as may take my heart 
| L arom, 
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from all the pleasures of sin; and make it my 
meat and drink to do the will of my heavenly 
Father. 


TX. After I have tasted the pleabutis of my 
Father’s house, O let me not go to feed upon 
husks. And let nothing wear Pte or wear out 
the savor that I have had of things heavenly : 
nor let a world part between me and the bless- 
ed. Saviour of the world. 


X. Let me not turn my back upon the wen 
of love, that has been so good and kind to my 
soul. O let me not break with my heavenly 
Sovereign, to whom now again I have vow wed 
allegiance. 


XI. Whither shall I go from thee, O blessed 
Jesus, who hast the words and the gift of eter- 
nal life ? All is in thy hands ; and thou art the 
best of all Lords, who dost not rule us, but to 
bless us: and canst have no ends upon: us in 
ordering of us, but only to keep off ruin from 
us, and to secure the highest happiness to us. 


XII. I will admire, and love, and praise my 
Lord : I will believe and trust in his tried mer- 
cy : I will rejoice and glory in his great salva- 
tion. And who shall pluck me out of his 
hands? What shall separate me out of his love ? 
My beloved is mine, and Iam his. Thine I 
am, O Lord, and thine I will be, while I have 
my being. 

XIII. Yet Lord ofall power and love! I be 
seech thee keep thy servant from falling: and 

preserve — 
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preserve me in every time and ease of danger. 
O do not suffer me to undo myself; but pity 
my frailty, and relieve my infirmity: and in 
thy hands let me be safe, and never perish, but 
attain to everlasting life: through Jesus Christ 
my great Redeemer and only Saviour. Amen, 
Amen. 


Prayer and Humiliation for a Public Fast-Day. 


LORD God, glorious in holiness, and of 

purer eyes than to behold any iniquity 
without abhorrence of it, and indignation 
against it! How shall man, sinful man, that 
drinks in iniquity like water, appear before 
thee ? And how shall we, vile and frail, pol- 
luted and depraved as we are, shew ourselyes 
in the presence of such a great and wise, just 
and holy God, as thou art! When we look up- 
~ on thy perfect law, and see what we should be, 
what manner of person, in all holy conversa- 
tion and godliness; and when we reflect on our 
own hearts and lives, and find what we are; 
how wanting in our duty, and how contrary to 
that holy rule, which thou dost prescribe to us 
by which to keep our hearts and to order our 
conversation: We cannot come into thy pre- 
sence, O Lord, without confusion of face, and 
anguish of soul, and remorse of conscience, 
to think how foolishly and wickedly we have 
done; and how abject and wretched we have 
made ourselves ; even viler than the dust of 
the earth, or any thing that moves upon it. 
Besides 
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Besides that we brought with us a corrupt 
name into the world, full of strangeness to thee, 
our God, and full of enmity against thy holy, 
good and righteous laws; we have mispent the 
most of our time here in the neglect of thy work, 

‘and in disobedience against: thy word; daily 
multiplying our offences against thee, as thou 
hasi been pleased daily to multiply thy blessings 
and favorsupon us. O the precious time that 
we have lost, the means that we have neglected, 
the mercies that we have abused, the cails and 
warnings, offers and invitations, that we have 
disregarded! How bold have we made with 
thy glorious Majesty, and with thy holy laws! 
What little awful regard have we had of thee! 
What little conscientious fear of offending thee. 

O the crying sins and abominations, the pre- 
vailing wickedness, and the bold open impie- 
ties, [ Zhe swearing and drunkenness, the pride 
and uncleanness, the cruel enmity, and all man- 
ner of injustice, the corrupt commumeation, and 
ungodly conversation | whereby God is so great- 
ly dishonored and provoked every day, almest 
every where! And O how large a share have 
we had in adding to the public guilt! Sinning 
as we have done, in all estates and affairs, in 
ail relations and circumstances of our lives! 
And not only through weakness and sur- 
prize, and the violence of temptations: but 
many times knowingly, wilfully and presump- 
tuously ; with a high hand, and stiff neck, 
against thee, our glorious Maker, and Judge 
eternal: and O how great a weight haye we 

added 
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added to all our other sins, by the hardness of 
our hearts, and our impenitent continuance in 
our sins! Committing great sins with little re- 
morse, little penitent concernment for all the 
evils whereof we have been guilty! Yea, Lord, 
how unsuitable still are our hearts and our 
lives for those holy rules, which thy word gives 
us in charge to follow! So much is there still 
amiss with, and wanting in us, that it is the 
great abounding mercy of our Lord, thou dost 
yet lengthen out our lives, and thy patience 
with us ; and still leave us any of these oppor- 
tunities, to humble ourselves before thee, and 
to cry for mercy to thee, in that day of grace, 
which through the forbearance of our God is 
yet over us. 

We have not glorified thee, O Lord, in bear- 
ing fruits of holiness answerable to thy reveal- 
ed will, and to thy obliging love: But we de- 
sire to give glory to God, in confessing our 
sins, and humbling our souls, and acknowledg- 
ing our desert of all thy judgment : and admir- 
ing and magnifying the riches of that grace 
and mercy, which has spared us so longa time, 
and shewed us such marvellous kindness still, 
notwithstanding all the high provocations of our 
sins. Lord, we have heard, and, blessed be thy 
name, we have found, that the King of heaven 
is a merciful King. That with thee, our God, 
there is mercy, that thou mayest be feared ; 
that our sins, though great and manifold, may 
be pardoned ; and that our souls though ruin- 
ous, and much endangered, by reason of our 
L 2 4 sins, 
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sins, may be recovered and healed, and eter- 
nally saved: O help us so to excuse, and 
judge, and condemn ourselves, that we may 
not be judged of the Lord, to be condemned 
with the world; and so to lay our sins to heart, 
that thou mayest never lay them to our charge, 
but upon the account of thy Son, our Saviour ; 
whom thou hast given to be the propitiation for 
our sins: and in whom thou art a God gracious 
and merciful to poor sinners; that deserve 
nothing at all from. thee, but to be forsaken 
and abhorred by thee. For his sake, O good 
God! give us repentance and pardon for all 
that is past, wherein we have offended thee ; 
whether they be our sins of omission, or com- 
mission ; sins of weakness or wilfulness: fail- 
ings or presumptions ; the sins of ignorance, 
or such as we have committed agaist light 
and knowledge; O gracious Lord, humble 
us duly under the sense of them, and absolve 
us thoroughly from the guilt of them. O set 
our sins in erder before us, and make us to 
know our transgression, and the pleasure of 
our own hearts; and every one of us so to 
search and try our ways, that we may turn to 
the Lord, and bring forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance : and not only loathe ourselves in our 
wn sight, for the evils whereof we have been 

ruilty : but also loathe, as much as ever we > 

have loved, the things which displease thy ho- 
ly will, and dishonor thy blessed name. O 
that we may forsake our Sins, not only in the 
outward commission, but in the inward affec- 
: . tion ; 

a 
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tion ; not reserving to ourselves any sin or 
lust to be spared, nor any way of wickedness, 
wherein we would be allowed: but keeping at 
that distance which thy holy word teaches us 
to keep, from every evil and accursed thing, 
that is abomination in thy sight, destructive 
to our souls ; and cleansing ourselves from all 
filthmesgs of flesh and spirit, endeavoring to 
perfect holiness in the fear of God. 

We have been accessary to the accumulat- 
ed heinous guilt that endangers us all, and calls 
for judgments on the land. O that we may be 
as forward to contribute our help, by the humi- 
liation of our souls, and the reformation of our 
lives to save our nation; and to turn away 
the anger gone out against us, that we perish 
not. Save us, O Lord, from our sins, which 
are the enemies of our own house ; more mis- 
chievous to us than any other evils or enemies 
abroad. .O pour out a spirit of serious repen- 
tance and reformation upon the whole nation ; 
to heal the distempers of our souls, to curb the 
disorders of our lives, and to recover the de- 
cayed power of godliness in the land: and so 
prepare and dispose us not only for thy tempo- 
ral mercies, but for the mercy of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ to eternal life. Help us so to turn 
from the evil of our ways, that thou may- 
est turn from the fierceness of thy wrath,"and 
cause thy anger towards us to cease. O that we 
may fear the rod, and who has appointed it ! 
And so prepare to meet thee, our God, in the 
way of thy judgments, that the God of peace 

may 
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may think thoughts of peace to us, and not of 
evil; and to give us an expected end, and the 
desired issue of all our fears and dangers. 

Thou canst shew us great and mighty things, 
which we know not, and exceed all our expec- 
tations, as well as our deserving, by thy boun- 
tiful favors: and though thou mighteést make 
us know the worth of slighted mercies, gy their 
want ; and deprive us of all the good, which 
we have so little improved, and so greatly abus- 
ed : yet O how many promises of thy word, and 
what frequent experience, which we have had of 
thy mercy, in time of our need, do encourage 
us still with hope to look unto thee, our God, 
and to wait for the salvation of the Lord! O 
how long, in all our provocations, hast thou 
spared us ! And how often, in our distresses, 
sent wonderful redemption to us ! And to thee 
who hast helped and delivered, we look still for 
help and deliverance. O our God, be thou 
pleased to take the motive now from thy own 
mercy, that has so far been pleased to interest 
thy glory in our safety ; and go on to help and 
deliver us, for the glory of that mercy which 
first made us thy people, and still has owned us 
for thy peculiar care. O do not abhor us, nor 
forsake us for thy name’s sake: but be jealous 
for thy land, and pity thy people. Turn us 
aie O Lord God of hosts, and cause thy 
face to shine, and we shall be saved. 

- Either in mercy turn away the evils from us ; 
or prepare us for them, and support us under 
them, and bring us happily out of them : that 

we 
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we may not sink and perish in them, but find 
spiritual good, by temporal evils ; and find the 
light momentary afflictions to work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; 
and all things concurring to promote our grace 
and our peace with God, through Jesus Christ. 
And though thou shouldst feed us with bread 
of adversity, and water of affliction, yet let not 
our teachers be removed into corners ; nor 
bring us under a famine of the word of the Lord ; 
nor. give us over to the formality of a lifeless 
profession ; under all the means of grace, to 
send leanness into our soul. Though thou per- 
mit the floods and storms to arise and increase ; 
yet fortify us so by thy grace, that we may not 
be moved by any of these afflictions; so as to 
turn the blessed advantage of suffering for thee 
into an occasion of falling from thee. 

Seeing the truth itself will not make us free 
if we are not true to it ; and the purest religion 
cannot be our defence ; when we continue still 
so bad, as to shroud the worst conversation, 
under the best profession, O help us, Lord, to 
rid our hands and our hearts of all the accursed 
things, that provoke thy wrath and indignation 
against us. And let us wisely consider of thy 
doings, and know the time of our visitation, and 
hearken to the calls, and take the warnings, and 
improve the means and mercies vouchsafed to 
us, while we have them ; and follow the conduct 
of thy good providence, and comply with all 
thy gracious methods used, to reclaim us from 
our sins, and to reform our lives, and save a 

souls : 
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souls : that all may not be in vain to us, but at 
Jast eflect the purposes of thy saving mercy up- 
on us: to deliver us from the evils to come, 
and to set us safe ito the hands of Jesus Christ, 
our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


Confession and Prayer for the Evening of a 
Public Fast-Day. 


LORD most high and holy, the God of 

all power and glory, against whom. we 
have greatly sinned, and who by our sins hast 
been highly provoked ; we are under a neces- 
sity still to come and appear before thee ; and 
we dare not keep away from thee. But O 
with what confidence can we look up to the 
Majesty of heaven, whom we have so ill used, 
and so much offended ! . 

Well may we be abashed and struck down, 
to bethink curselves of all the evil that we have 
done, and all the sins of heart and life which 
still we are in: when we remember, O Lord, 
and consider thy perfect understanding of ey- 
ery particular, thy holiness to hate, thy justice 
to requite, and thy power to punish every wick- 
ed thing: 

We ialldown, and humble ourselves here at 
thy feet, blessed glorious God, confessing the 
grievous guilt of all our sins, and our due de- 
sert of thy heavy judgments. For we cannot 
but own ourselves to be some of those degen- 
erate children whom thou hast nourished and 
brought. up, that have rebelled against thee. 

Yea, 
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ea, have made the bolder to offend thee, the 
better thou hast dealt by us. 

Holy Father! we are filled with confusion, 
to think what little proportion our lives do bear 
to our names; how unsuitable to our profes- 
sion has been our conversation; and how in- 
consistent we have been with ourselves : when 
we are called the children of God, the mem- 
bers of his Christ, and the heirs of his glory ; 
and call the gospel our rule, and profess to be- 
lieve all the great eternal things which it con- 
tains ; and yet carry, as if we did not know or 
mind the privileges that we have, nor the rela- 
‘tion and obligations in which we stand. 

Yea, this may not only fill our faces with 
shame, but our hearts with dread : lest our very 
profession of thy holy religion should rise up 
m the judgment against us, to aggravate our 
condemnation upon us; because we would so 
sin against our own belief and knowledge, to 
pull down the more heavy intolerable doom 
upon our own heads. 

We have been vain and carnal, proud and 
anthankful in our health and prosperous state ; 
and sullen and forward, murmuring and des- 
ponding in our low afflicted condition. The 
kindness and the mercy that should have allur- 
‘ed us unto thee, and encouraged us the more 
faithfully and cheerfully to serve thee, has made 
us but forgetful of thee, and to wax wanton 
against thee. And the correction and trouble 
that should have driven us out of our sins, and 
hastened us to flee for the life of our souls, has 


. but 
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but put us out of patience, and filled us with 
prejudice against thy righteous hand, and with 
hard and unworthy thoughts of our God. And 
so, we have made ‘shift “still to keep the hold 
of our sins, notwithstanding all thy Various 
methods to break us of them. 

Yea, to thee, O Lord, who searchest the Hides, 
and triest the reins, we must acknowledge and 
bewail the sins of our hearts and minds: our 
vain thoughts, and proud imaginations, our lust- 
ful and covetous desires, our envious and mali- 
cious projects : for these corrupt the fountain, 
and. defile the habitation of thy»blessed Spirit. 
These are the seeds and roots of all the other 
evils in our lives ; and render us even as criminal 
in thy sight, as if we had outwardly acted what 

we have so inwardly devised. Such vile incli- 
nations and profaneness to evil, approving of it 
and delighting in it, and consenting to it, car- 
ries so much guilt and malignity along with it, 
that even for this, thou mightest justly abhor 
us and condemn us, in that day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men, by Jesus Christ. 

Thus we must criminate and arraign our- 
selves ; confessing that iniquities prevail against 
us, temptations are still pressing upon us; and 
our sins, O how often do they get the ascend- 
ant over us! Still we are oficnding our holy 
Lord ; and still we carry in us the corrupt na- 
ture, the carnal mind, the opposition to thy 
righteous law, and an enmity against God, 
which threaten us with thy wrath and ruin. 

Weread of such as cannot cease from sin; and 
such 
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such, O Lord, thou knowest us in a great mea- 
sure to be; that have brought ourselves un- 
der the sad necessity of sinning against thee ; 
and so entangled our guilty souls in the temp- 
ter’s snare, as to be taken captive by him, even 
at his will. 

We call to mind, with shame and remorse, 
how we have provoked the eyes of thy jeal- 
ousy, and affronted thy glorious Majesty ; how 
frequently we have so sinned, and how hein- 
ously offended. 

‘But after all this, so much amiss that we 
have done, and when we cannot but thus ac- 
knowledge what great and provoking sinners 
we have been, yet O what sorry works have 
we made of our repentance for our sins! O how 
little have we done at it, but trifle with it! 
Even when we talk of humiliation, and pretend 
to it, and argue for it, O Lord thou knowest 
how seldom we have engaged in it, and how 
superficially we have gone over it, in the pro- 
per seasons for it: how hard and unrelenting 
have been our hearts! and how loth and back- 
ward to the most needful work ! 

O good God! wilt thou humble us, that we 
have been no more humbled ; and Jay not to our 
charge the sins of those services which we have 
so ill performed. And seeing unrepented sins 
are the cause of thy dreadful judgments, O that 
the dread. of thy judgments may drive us out 
of all such sins! And when the wrath of God 
is revealed from heaven against them, O let us 
not dare to continue in them. When the axe 
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is laid to the root of the tree, and thy hand is 
lifted up, as ready to do execution upon us, O 
that we may be so warned and reclaimed, and 
bring forth such fruits meet for repentance, 
that we may not be hewn down and cast into 
the fire, nor die or perish in our sins! but 
may find a way of escape, and mercy from the 
Lord, and grace to help in all times of our need. 

And the Lord in mercy pity our frailties and 
infirmities, and forgive us all our sinful neg- 
lects and iniquities. And for what is still want- 
ing in us, O be thou graciously pleased to ae- 
cept the full and perfect merits and righteous- 
ness of thy dear Son, our most holy Saviour : 
and let his precious ’plood be heard speaking 
for us ; where we have nothing to say for our- 
selyes; and where we are so unworthy to be 
heard on our own account. 

Be merciful, O God, to this sinful nation, 

that has so long enjoyed, and so much abused 

thy rich and sundry blessings, and still goes on, 
to provoke thee daily. O forgive the many cry- 
ing sins, for which thou mightest justly abhor 
us and reject us, and lay us desolate, and so 
forsake us utterly, as to be favorable to us no 
more. Yet grant us thy grace we beseech thee, 
_so to. repent and amend, that we may be s pared 
and saved from all the judgments. whiet we, 
have so much deserved. 

O that all thy warnings and threateniings, and 
chastenings, may not leave us still an unrelent- 
. ing incorrigible people, nor pass over us, with. 
out working an humble submission and unfeign 
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ed repentance upon us! O that we may find the 
blessed reconciliation with our God, in hum- 
bling ourselves before thee, returning unto thee, 
and bringing forth such fruits of new and betier 
obedience, as, in the Lord our righteousness, 
shall be favorably accepted by thee. ‘That we 
may not smk under our fears, nor be ruined by 
our sins, but plucked as a brand out of the fire : 
to survive our dread and danger, and to see the 
good of thy chosen, and rejoice m the gladness 
of thy nation, and glory with thy inheritance. 

And for all the mercy which in judgment 
thou hast still remembered towards us; and 
for all thy wonderful patience with us, and 
long-suffering of ws; and that contiimed mat- 
ter and occasion of thankfulness, which we 
have yet before us; that weare not all con- 
sumed, nor only spared, but many ways. still 
blest and favored: not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but to thy name alone be all the praise 
and glory rendered with humble and grateful 
hearts, by us, and by all thine every “where, 
how and for evermore. .4men. 


An Addition in Time of War. 
O LORD, the great and dreadful God! 


against thee we have so greatly sinned and. 
carried us such enemies to thy glory ; thet thou 
mayest justly use our enemies, as thy scourge 
to correct us, and to make us feel some of the 
smart of our sins: for which it is meet that we 
should patiently bear thy indignation, even un- 
der such thy dealings. But however thou abe 
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be pleased to express thy anger against us, O let; 
us not fall into their hands, whose very mercies 
are cruel. Arise, O God, let not man prevail, 
nor those that hate us swallow us up: but scat- 
ter them by thy power, and bring them down, O 
Lord, our shield. Thou that makest the wrath 
of man to praise thee, O work thy glory even 
out of that which looks so contrary: yea, re- 
strain the remainder of their wrath; and put a 
stop to the effusion of blood, that wars may 
cease, and our land have rest, and thy people be 
blest with peace. Our eyes are upon thee, our. 
great Saviour and mighty Deliverer, to give us 
help from trouble, because vain else is all the 
help of man. In times of danger, O be thou, 
our Shield and Buckler: and when our sins lay. 
us open to the malice of enemies, gracious God, 
be thou our hiding-place, to preserve us from’ 
the feared evils, and deserved judgments. O 
for thy truth’s sake, for thy church’s sake, for: 
thy beloved Son, our blessed Saviour’s sake, 
spare us, good Lord, and give us not up a re-~ 
proach to the enemies of our holy religion ; nor 
let them ever have cause to rejoice in our ruin. 
O go forth with our armies, thou Almighty 
Lord of hosts, and bless and prosper all, both, 
our land and naval forces. And that we may ~ 
not be. in rebellion against heaven, while others. 
are warring against us, O save us from our pro- 
voking sins, and direct our ways to please the 
Lord; and help us so to make our peace with 
our God, that thou mayest make even our ene-. 
mies to be at peace with us. O purge the camp 
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of every careful thing, which enfeebles their 
strength, and defeats their attempts, that they 
cannot stand. before their enemies. And turn 
them from all the provocations which weaken 
our hopes by receiving good by their hands. 
Cover thou their heads in the day of battle ; and 
preserve them in all the times and cases of dan- 
ger. O let them be as the sun when he goeth 
forth in his strength; and return with safety, 
honor, victory, and all good and happy suc- 
cess. O hear the prayers and cries of thy ser- 
vants, which stand in the gap, interceding n 
the anguish of their souls for these poor sinful 
nations, which have so long abused the rich 
vouchsafements of thy mercy, that we may be 
spared and saved, and by the kind hand of 
Omnipotent mercy plucked as a brand out of 
the fire, to survive our sins and our fears, and 
to see the good of thy chosen, and rejoice in 
the gladness of thy nation, and glory with thy 
inheritance ; for all the riches of thy grace and 
goodness to us in Jesus Christ. .dAmen. 


In Time of Infection. 
LORD God, the Giver of our health, 


which 1s the blessing that sweetens all the 
other blessings of our lives: it is only of thy 
mercy that we have so much health continued, 
after the disorderly manner in which we have 
lived. And O how just were it with thee, ut- 
terly to take away that health from us which 
we have so greatly abused to a forgetfulness of 
‘e M2 thee 
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thee, and wantonness against thee ; how justly 
mightest thou smite us with the most sharp and 
noisome diseases, which our nature most ab- 
horreth: to hurry us out of the land of the liy- 
ing, and put a sorrowful end to our wretched 
days! Our flesh trembles for fear of thee, and. 
we are afraid of thy judgments, lest thou 
shouldst strike into us the arrows of the Al- 
mighty, for the poison thereof to drink wp our 
spits: Jest thou shouldst give unto Death a 
command to come in at our doors and win- 
dows, and make havoc among us, and sweep 
us away with the besom of destruction. But 
O thou Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in 
time of trouble; regard not our ill deserts ; 
but remember thy own tender mercies, and 
gracious promises ; and take pity on us, and 
turn away this plague from us. Put a stop to 
the raging infection, and say to the destroying 
angel, it is enough. "hat we may not be so 
afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow 
that flics by day; nor for the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction 
that wasteth at noon-day : but with.case in our 
minds, and gladness in our hearts, may serve 
thee faithfully and cheerfully all our days: and. 


clevote our spared lives, which we have begged — 


at thy hands, and our health and every merey, 

~ to be laid out and used to thy honor and glo- 

ry; through the strength and the righteous. 

ness of thy dear Son our most compassionate 

and prevailing Mediator, Jegus Christ. dmen, 
: “a 

In 


In Time of Famine. 


LORD most High, the Creator of every 

comfort! thou hast long dealt out thy 
comfortable blessings with a plentiful hand to 
us; and we have freely enjoyed all the abun- 
dance of thy good things heaped upon us. But 
when thou hast fed us to the full, how have we 
kicked against our blessed Creator, and most 
bountiful. Provider : and consumed the provi- 
sions for our bodies, to feed the lusts that war 
against our souls; and to strengthen and cm- 
bolden us in our rebellion against the Majesty 
of heaven! most righteous therefore, we con- 
fess, would be thy judgments, holy God, if thou 
shouldst stretch out upon us the line of confu- 
sion, and the stones of emptiness, and break the 
staff of our bread ; and curse us in all our store, 
and in all the endeavors of our hands, to help 
ourselves, 

But, O thou blessed Father of mercies! in 
merey avert from us the hunger, and thirst, 
and nakedness, and want of all things, which 
is the due desert of our sins, and. of our wicked 
abuses of thy creature-comforts; that the hus- 
bandman may not be ashamed, sowing much 
and gathering little: and that the land may 
not mourn, and all the inhabitants, with the 
beasts of the field, and the fowls of heaven. 
Humble us, O Lord, for all our sins; and turn 
us from that wickedness which turns our land 
into barrenness: and then again be pleased to 

command 
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command a blessing upen the blasted comforts, 
and abundantly bless our provision, and satisfy. 
our poor with bread ; and give us fruitful sea- 
sons, filling our hearts with food and gladness : 
that we may see thy hand, and sing and praise 
thy power, and admire and adore thy merc 
and bounty: and in the strength and refresh- 
meni of our comforts restored, joyfully devote 
ourselves to thy holy service ali the days of 
our lives. Amen. 


Devout Application to the Lord in Time of great 
Thunder, or some terrible Tempest. 


LORD God, most High and Almighty ! 
‘@) who Jookest upon the earth, and it trem- 
bles; and touchest the mountains and they 
smoke. How wonderful art thou, and terrible 
in thy works and doings! to make us fear and 
tremble before thee ; who hast all the creatures 
at thy will, to employ them, when thou wilt; 
as the executioners of thy wrath; and even the 
devouring fire, and stormy winds, so outrage- 
ous in themselves, yet do fulfil thy word. In 
these astonishing flames, the roaring uoises, and 
dreadful commotions, thou shewest the power 
- of thy hand, which no creature is able to resist, 
When the God of glory thunders and causes his 
voice in an amazing manner to be-heard from 
heaven, thou makest us to knowthe terrors of the 
Lord, and how fearful a thing it is to fall into the 
hands of the living God. The dangers that startle » 
and come so nigh us thou mightest make them 
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the messengers of thy heavy judgments up- 
on us. And we must ownit, Lord, to be only 
of thy mercies that we are not consumed, be- 
cause thy compassions fail not. O let these 
thy compassions now be extended to us, and 
shewed upon us. And in tender mercy cause 
the threatening destruction to pass over us. 
Great God! there is.no abiding of thy wrath! 
though we deserve it, we are not able to stand 
before it: but fall down, and humble and sub- 
mit ourselyes to thy omnipotent glorious Ma- 
jesty ; beseeching thee to spare us, and to save 
us from the mischief and ruin which thou 
mightest justly commission and empower to 
destroy us. And from the peril and hurt of 
lightning and tempest, and sweeping judg- 
ments and sudden death, good Lord deliver us. - 
O despise not the prayers of thy poor crea- 
tures, crying to thee in our distress and extre- 
mity: But now and evermore vouchsafe to 
hear, O Christ: graciously hear us, O Christ : 
graciously hear us, O Lord Christ, and let us 
find mercy from thee now, and in that great’ 
day of the Lord, wherein the heavens, being 
oi fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat; and the earth, ’ 
- with all its works, be burnt up. O if these 
sights and noises, and shakings be so terrible 
to us now! how unspeakably astonishing will 
it be, when the whole mighty frame of nature 
shallerack and sink, and tumble down! O Lord. 
of all mercy save us now from our sins, that 
would then utterly consume us with ses 
. or 
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For they are our sins that make us afraid: and 
fearfulness surprises us, because we have been 
false in thy covenant, and rebellious against 
thy word, and provoked the Lord our God to 
be angry with us. O forgive us all the guilt 
and transgression which do fill us with fearful 
expectation of thy wrath and fiery indignation. 
And let the all-sufficient merits of our Lord 
and. Redeemer’s bioody passion, that passion 
which made the earth to quake, and the rocks 
to rend, atone for every wickedness, whereby 
we have offended the holy Majesty of heaven. 
And O that we may not only be stunned 
and struck down for the present: when thou 
dost so dreadfully discover ihyself to us, and 
shake thy rod over us; but of thy merey, Q 
Lord, wake us out of all carnal security and 
hardness of heart, and. forgetfulness of our 
God, who is a consuming fire. As the thun- 
der-storns, though frightful, use to be fruitful ; 
so may the dread of thy judgments produce 
‘some good fruits of thy Spirit in us. Bless- 
ed God, let thy terrors soften our hearts, and 
leave such deep and lasting impressions on our 
minds, that we may never disregard the works . 
of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands ; 
but with all awfulness revere and adore the — 
Supreme [ternal Ruler of all the world; and 
in thy holy fear keep back from every evil 
provoking thing; and. carry ourselves towards 
the Lord our God, in a humble, godly, cireum~ 
spect manner, as long as we have a day to live ; 
even from this time forth for eyermore, ne 
n 
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In Time of any sore and grievous Calamity, 


MOST high and dreadful God, the su- 
preme Commander of the whole world! 
holy and reverend is thy name; just and ter- 
rible are thy judements : Yet O how unsearch- 
able! and thy ways past our finding out! thy 
path is in the great deep; and thy footsteps 
are not known. Clouds and darkness are round 
about thee, yet righteousness and judgment 
still are the habitation of thy throne; and thou 
canst never do injury to any; but art right- 
eous in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works, 
Who would not stand in everlasting awe of thy 
heavenly glorious Majesty, O Lord, in whose 
hands we all of us are, to be used as thou wilt? 
who canst touch and consume us by thy own 
immediate stroke, or arm any of thy creatures 
in heaven or in earth against us: or make the 
vilest of them the executioners of thy just in- . 
dignation ; or turn the very things wherein we 
have offended, into the instruments of our pun- 
.ishment; yea, and plague us even in our com- 
forts; making the choicest blessings of our 
lives become the saddest of our crosses, and 
the keenest of our torments; cither to take 
away life from us, or make it less desirable 
than death to us. 

We fall down and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker, in humble submission to thy correc- 
tion, acknowledging the heavy desert of our 
sins, and the periect justice of thy judgments. 

Humble 
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Humble us, O good Lord, under thy hand; 
and forgive us the heinous guilt that provokes 
thee so to stretch it out against us. Thou that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us, and turn us from our sins, and deliv- 
er us from evil and turn away thy wrath, and 
all such plagues from us. O let thy boundless 
compassion cover the multitude of our trans- 
gressions! and remember thy poor miserable 
creatures In mercy ; even such mercy as may 
relieve and help us in our need and distress ; 
and save and free us from our fears and dan- 
gers, and from our griefs and pressures; that 
we may comfortably spend our days, and glo- 
rify thy holy name for evermore. Amen. - 


Onder any great Difficulties and arduous Affairs. 
O LORD, thou art a God of knowledge, 


whose understandin g@ is infinite; and thou 
art never at a loss to effect what we Would have : 
though the Lord knows the thoughts of man, 


that they are vanity: and our wisdom is so - 


often at a stand, that we know not what to do 
for ourselves ; and at this time, our affairs are so 
entangled, and such a labyrinth now involves us, 
that we are perplexed in our counsels, and even 
the heads of the wise are puzzled, in contriving 


how to extricate and help us out. There are 


many devices ina man’s heart, but the counsel 
of the Lord, that shall stand. Yea, man’s 
goles are of the Lord; how can man then 
understand his own way ? His heart may ad- 

vise 
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vise his way, but the Lord directs his steps. 
If we lean not to our own understandings, but 
in all our ways acknowledge thee, O Lord ; 
thou hast promised to direct our paths: and 
when we commit our way to thee, and trust io 
thee, we have thy word that thou wilt bring 
it to pass. But thou hast pronounced woe to 
them that take counsel, but not of thee: that 
cover witha covering, but not of thy Spirit, 
and have not asked at thy mouth. 

Our eyes therefore are upon our God ; and 
to thee we seek now for wisdom from above : 
that we may learn to know the right, and to 
choose the best. For without thee, O Lord, 
our wisdom is folly, and our debates are mad- 
ness. O be thou graciously present in our coury- 
cils, and teach thou our senators wisdom, that 
they may find out the true expedients, to i 
‘our breaches, and redress our grievances ; an 
to keep us safe, and do us good, and make us 
holy and happy. O may we all be taught of 
God which way to take, and how to determine 
and act, consonant and agreeable to thy blessed 
will, and for our own peace and welfare, both 
here and for ever. .dmen.— 


A Prayer for Temporal Blessings. 
'@) LORD our God, thou knowest that 


while we are in this life, we stand in 
need of its supplies: and hath both promised 
to such as seek thy kingdom, and the right- 
eousness thereof, the addition of all other ne- 


cessaries ; and also hast commanded us to ask 
of 
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of thee our daily bread, and to cast our care 
upon thee for all that is fitting for us, I pray 
therefore to thee, my heavenly Father, for such 
a child’s portion as thy wisdom sees to be 
convenient, and agreeable to my condition. O 
give me such health and wealth, and so much 
of the world’s good, as shall be for my good. 
And while I have a life to be nourished, let 
me not want the supports and comforts of it. 
Give me skill and ability to provide for myself : 
and still add thy blessing to my endeavors. 
Where I cannot supply all my own necessities, 
O do thou raise up friends and means to help 
me, that I may never be destitute of what is 
sufficient to sustain me: and be it ever so poor 
and mean, yet let me acquiesce in the distribu- 
‘tions of thy good providence ; and having food 
and raiment, be therewith content. In pros- 
perity, keep me from forgetting thee: and in 
adversity, keep me from concluding myself to 
be forgotten of thee : O keep me from all un- 
necessary cares, and unprofitable dejections ; 
and teach me how to want, as well as how to 
abound. Addto me, O my Father, what thou 
knowest me further to need ; and bless to me 
what already Ihave. That the bodily comforts 
may not be to my soul occasions of falling, but 
encouragements to my duty, and engagements 
on my heart, to abound in thy love and praise, 
and in the work of the Lord. And in the want 
of all other supplies and succors, be thou, O 
God, my all in all, in life and death, and ever- 
more. Amen. 


For 
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E confess, O Lord, that we have so 

greatly abused the comforts of thy good 
creatures, that thou mightest justly withdraw 
them from us, and make the heavens over us 
as brass, and the rain ofour land dust; and the 
fand itself to mourn, and all that grows upon it 
to wither. But O thou Father of mercies, 
who in judgment rememberest mercy, consult 
not now our merits, but thy own mercies, how 
to use us. Thou that hast the bottles, and 
treasures of heaven at thy command, be pleased 
now to open the windows of heaven, and case 
the rain to come down in its season; making 
grass to grow for the cattle, and herbs and fruits 
of the earth for the service of men. And how- 
ever thou art pleased to deal with us, O sup- 
press all our repiningss at any of thy dealings : 
and let them ail amend and better us: and 
make us a people prepared to receive the mer- 
cies which we want, and wait and beg for, at 
thy gracious hands, upon the account of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


For Fair Weather. 


ORD, if thou shouldst turn a fruitful land 

into barrenness, for the wickedness of 
them that dwell therein; yet righteous wert 
thou, and just would be thy judgments : and we 
must not open our mouths to reply against God; 
but bear the indignation of the Lord which 
our 
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our sins have.so much deserved; when our 
imiquities have turned away the blessings, and 
withholden the good things from us. But, O 
Father of mercies, spare us, and forgive us, for 
thy own mercy’s sake: and put a stop to the 
calamity that threatens destruction to the work 
of thy hands; that thegan which is thy bles- 
sing may not be turned into a curse; nor de- 
scend from heaven to corrupt and spoil the 
fruits’ of the earth. O cause the overflowing 
showers to cease, which damp the joy of the 
_» harvest, and endanger the blasting of our bles- 
ings. And as thou hast given us plenty, and 
caused our land to yield its increase, so give 
us, we pray thee, a seasonable time to gather 
in the fruits which thy bounty has provided for 
us; that in the use of them, we may joyfully 
and cheerfully serve thee ; and not consume 
them upon our lusts, but live to thy glory, as 
we do upon thy bounty. And when thy judg- 
ments are in the land, O that we who inhabit 
it, may learn righteousness! nor let our con- 
cernments be so great for our bodies as for our 
souls: that however we fare here, it may’ go 
well with us for ever. O let us not labor so 
for the meat that perisheth as for that which 
endures to everlasting life: which everlasting 
provision for our unchangeable condition, above 
all we beg at thy hands, O Lord God our 
heavenly Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our only Saviour. Amen. 


’ 
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fo eonige ; 
Prayer and Praise for a Public Thanksgiving- 
Day. 


LESSED Lord, the only living and true 
God, who art of thyself, and givest being 
and preservation to us, and to all things else 
that are in the world! we live by thee; our 
whole dependence is ie thee, for all the good 
that ever we have or hope for. And above all 
thy mercies, have we cause to admire and bless, 
and praise thee our God, for those mercies, 
which in so large a measure, and especial man- 
ner, thou hast been pleased still to vouchsafe 
unto us, who are the work of thy hands, and 
the purchase of the blood of thy Son: whom 
thou hast made and redeemed, to shew forth 
thy praise and to glorify thy name. And we, 
desire to pay unto thee that tribute of homage 
and service, and prayer, and praise, which thou 
hast made us capable of, and so many ways 
obliged us to: we desire to perform the same 
in sucha manner, that thou mayest mercifully 
accept us, and our services, at the hands of 
Jesus Christ. 

Worthy art thou, O Lord our God, to re- 
ceive all honor and glory, all thanks and praise, 
and love and obedience ; as in the courts of 
heaven, so in all the assemblies of thy servants 
here upon earth: for thou art great and dost 
wondrous things ; thou art God alone ; and thy 
goodness is equal to thy greatness. Thy mercy 
1s over all thy works, and endureth for ever. 
Thou, Lord, hast been favorable to thy a 
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and dealt exceeding graciously with us: for’ 
which we desire to bless thy name, and to give 
thee all the glory. For it is of the Lord’samer- 
cies we are not consumed, because thy com- 
passions fail not: and that we are here alive 
to praise thee, and in any condition to keep a: 
thanksgiving-day. That we are not now noth- 
ing, or worse than nothing, we must acknow-° 
ledge it to be of thy free grace, O Lord, and 
thy mere mercy. ‘That all the evils which have 
ihreatened us, have not befallen us ; and that 
those evils which have come upon us, have not: 
utterly destroyed and undone us: it is be-: 
cause thou Lord, art gracious and merciful, 
and patient and kind, and still doing good to 
poor sinful men, who deserve nothing but evil 
at thy hands. 
O how much have we to say of the goodness: 
of the Lord by our own experience, and thy 
help at hand still in all the times and cases of 
our need ! how sweet and wonderful is it to re-» 
count all the instances of thy patience with us, 
and thy bounty to us! how from time to time: 
thou hast signalized us with thy mercy, and. 
made us remarkable for thy. blessings and fa- 
vors, most kind and precious, of many sorts !) 
thou hast:cast our lot in a land of light, where 
we live under the influences of thy gospel; and. 
thereby are called to obtain the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And for all the happy ad- 
vantages and good things of this life, which 
thou hast given us plenteously to enjoy, thou 
hast made us the envy of our neighbors, vt 
the 
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the particular objects of thy kindness. Though 
many times we have provoked thee to stretch 
forth thy hand, and to shake thy rod over us, 
and threaten to destroy us, yet in judgment still 
thou hast remembered mercy towards us ; and 
after the clouds and darkness gathered about us, 
the dread and distress were on every side of us, 
thou hast caused the heavens again to clear up, 
and smile upon us; and returned with the vis- 
itations of thy love, and the joy of thy salvation. 

In the late dangers, thou hast been to us a 
tower of defence; and in the time of our need, 
and perplexity, thou hast shewed thyself gra- 
ciously and powerful on our behalf. ‘Thou hast 
helped us for the glory of thy name, and re- 
deemed us for thy mercy’s sake: not because 
we were worthy, but because thou hast a favor 
unto us! and therefore to thy name alone be all 
the praise. O what shall we render to the Lord 
for all his benefits! what can we give to thee 
our God, but the glory of thy own gifts and 
goodness unto us! O let ‘not our hearts be shut 
and. straitened towards thee, whose hand has 
been so wide open unto us. But do thou pos- - 
sess and enlarge these hearts of ours, with more 
and greater love and thankfulness to the gra- 
cious Giver of all our good things. And make 
us more sensible of thy goodness and love be- 
stowed upon us, that we may give thee thanks 
from the ground of the heart, and haye our 
mouths filled as with marrow and fatness, when 
we praise our God with joyful lips. 

O make usa truly thankful, as we are a ered 
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ly obliged people. And let us not only men- 
tion the loving-kindness of the Lord, but gtori- 
fy thy name in bearing much fruit; more an- 
swerable to such mercy and encouragement as 
we have received from above. We can never 
enough admire and magnify the riches of thy 
grace, and the multitude of thy mercies: But 
O good Lord, enable us still more to love thee, 
and better to serve thee; and in so doing for 
us, thou wilt still further oblige us: because 
in loving and serving thee, we do best love 
and serve our own happiest interests. As our 
minds cannot but muse, and our tongues speak 
of thy works; so let our lives be led to thy 
praise, that thou the great and good God may- 
est in all things be glorified by us, through Je- 
sus Christ. .4men. 


Thanksgiving for Temporal Blessings. 


RACIOUS God, the bountiful Provider 

for all the world’s family ! the eyes of all 

wait upon thee; and thou givest them their 
meat in due season. Thou openest thy hand 
and satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 
_ Every year thou renewest the face, and the fruits 
of the earth, and givest rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons ; to fill the hungry with good 
things, and to fill all our hearts with food and 
gladness. O how many of thy creatures have 
bestowed their labors, and lost their lives, 
and been consumed to clothe and feed, and sus- 
tain and pleasure us! O at what vast expense 
art 
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art thou continually to maintain the whole 
world of creatures, that every where hang up- 
on thee, for life and breath, and all things! 
Yet thou art not weary to do us good: but still 
showerest down blessings plentifully upon us ; 
to provide, not only necessaries, to keep us 
alive; but also variety of comforts, to make 
our lives sweet and desirable. Yea, thou de- 
lightest in mercy, and hast pleasure in the 
prosperity of thy servants ; and makest us now: 
to find, by. our happy experience, how abun- 
dantly good and kind thou art. 


For Rain. 


O Lord, thou hast sent a gracious rain upon * 
thy inheritance, to refresh the dry and thirsty’ 
land, and cause it to yield its increase : giving 
us the joyful opportunity to serve and praise 
thee in the abundance of the provisions which 
thou art pleased so to make for us. O that 
men would praise thee for thy goodness, and 
for such thy wonderful works to the children 
of men! O good God, to thy name only be ail 
the glory, now and eternally. 


For Fair Weather. 


Lord, thou hast in mercy shut the windows 
of heaven, and put a stop to the overflowing 
showers that threatened to drown the fruits of 
the earth: and hast caused this sweet and com- 
fortable change to refresh thy unworthy ser- 
vants, and to make all the creatures ia 

thy 
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thy goodness. Blessed be our God, that deals 
so graciously with us: and glory be to thy 
name, thon great Withholder of all the evils, 
and Giver of all good. Let the people praise 
thee, O God, let all the people praise thee. 
Then shall the earth yield her increase; and 
God, even our own God, shall bless us. 


For the Cessation of Infection. 


O thou great Preserver of men! thou hast 
delivered our souls from the hand of the grave, 
and kept us alive, that we should not go down 
to the pit; the jaws of death were open upon 
us, and we went with our lives in our hands: 
our hearts failing us for fear of the destruction 
raging amongst us, when the very air, which 
we drew in to give us life, was to so many the 
sad messenger of death; and when thousands 
fell on every side of us, it has not come nigh 
us. But we have dwelt in the secret places of 
the Most High, and, under the shadow of the 
Almighty, have been kept in safety. O what 
shall we say, what shall we give unto thee, our 
present Help and only Saviour, in time of trou- 
ble! we are every way thine, O Lord; and to 
thee only be all the glory. We bless thee, our 
God, as those that are made alive from the 
dead. And O that the lives which have been 
given us at our requests, we may return them 
back to be spent in thy service! that we may 
love and please, and praise our God, while we 
have our being. | 

or 
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O GOD, the Fountain of all goodness ! thou 


didst threaten with famine to destroy the 
blessings of the earth, which we have so wick- 
edly abused: but remembering thy own ten- 
der mercies, and not our ill deserts, hast rais- 
ed a new and plentiful supply for us. And 
now thou crownest the year with thy goodness, 
and thy paths drop fatness. Thou hast loaded 
the earth with the fruits of thy bounty, and 
sent abundance of all good things for the ser- 
vice and comfort of man. O make us more 
sensible of the obligation which thy love has 
laid upon us. And as thou fillest us with thy 
good things, so fill our hearts with thy love 
and grace to use every gift aright to thy glo- 
ry: that in the use and strength of what we 
are continually receiving from thee, we may 
devote ourselves to live unto thee, and to 
serve thee with gladness and rejoicing for all 
thy rich mercy to us in Jesus Christ. 


For Victory over our Enemies. 


O Almighty Lord, the most High God, who 
rulest in the kingdoms of men, and dost what- 
soever thou pleasest in heaven and in earth! 
in thy hand is power and might, so that none 
isable to withstand thee. It is thou that givest 
salvation unto kings, that deliverest thy ser- 
vants from the hurtful sword. Thou hast sav- 
ed. us from our enemies, and put them to shame 
. that hated us. It was not by our own power or 
conduct 
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conduct that we have been so prosperous; nor 
did our own sword or arm save us: but thy 
right hand, and thy arm, and the a of thy 
countenance, because thou hast a favor unto 
us. “Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory. The 
Lord is our strength, and our song, and is be- 
come our salvation. Now, therefore, our God, 
we thank thee and praise thy glorious name. 
And O what cause hast thou given us to re- 
joice in thy goodness, that thou hast not giv- 
en our enemies cause to rejoice in our ruin! 
Great is thy mercy, O blessed Lord, and to 
thee alone be the whole praise and glory. O 
make us more sensible of this thy help at hand, 
in time of our need: and give us grace still to 
keep the memory of it in our grateful minds. 
O thou great Lord of Hosts, who givest such 
safety and good success, wilt thou teach us al- 
so rightly to use thy sweet and marvellous 
kindness and love; that being delivered from 
the hands of our enemies, we may serve thee, 
in holiness and righteousness betore thee, all 
the days of our lives; and not fly out into li- 
centious carriage, as if we were delivered to 
commit abominations ; so throwing ourselves 
into the hands of our spiritual foes, after we 
_ have escaped the other, but demeaning our- 
selves, as the redeemed and obliged of the 
Lord. OO Iet us love and a and bless and 
praise the Reliever of our misery, the only 
Giver of all victory, and the God of all our 
mercies. 
Lor 
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GOD of Peace, that makest wars to cease 

to the ends of the earth: that breakest 
the bow, and cuttest the spear asunder, and 
burnest the chariot in the fire! thou hast in 
mercy put a stop to the effusion of blood, and 
made peace in our borders; thou hast rebuked 
strong nations, to make them beat their swords 
into plough-shares, and their spears into prun- 
ing hooks, that nation may not rise against na- 
tion: but every man sit under his vine, and un- 
der his fig-tree, and none make them afraid. O 
how sweet is thy mercy, and reviving, as life 
from the dead! and thou, O Lord, that hast 
given us peace, O give us also grace, to use it 
to thy glory, and to serve thee still the more 
freely and cheerfully. ‘That we may not only 
have peace with men, but also with our God : 
even the peace of God that passeth all under- 
standing, to keep our hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 

O that we may be sensible of the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour, as we ought, and 
ever give thee thanks with all our souls! dear 
Father of mercies! rather take all our good 
things from us, than leave us speechless and 
heartless to thy praise. O that our hearts may 
be enlarged in thy love, and lifted up in the 
celebration of thy praises? To thy name, O 
Lord, be the glory of all thy mercy and boun- 
ty. And may all thy works and all thy ser- 
vants bless thee, and praise thee, and ee 
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thee for ever. And may we have grace toex- 
press the thankfulness of our hearts, in the 
whole conduct of our lives: devoting our- 
selves to be thine in faithfulness, as long as 
we are in being. Amen, Amen. 


Thanksgiving after a safe and good Journey. 


LL thanks and praise that I am able to 

render, is a debt that I owe unto thee, O 
Lord my God: and I desire with all my soul 
to pay it; for that goodness of thine, which I 
have experienced all along now in my journey: 
where thou hast not only been nigh to me, and 
watchful over me, to secure me from perils of 
the way, and from every sad accident that 
might have befallen me, but hast given me suc- 
cess, and surrounded me with blessings and 
comforts on every side. When at every turn, 
and every step, I was exposed to the evils that 
might have hurt or spoiled me: and I might 
now have been groaning under broken bones, 
or bruised limbs, or other harms: yea, might 
have been cut off and perished in the way ; and 
lost not only health and strength, but life it- 
self: thou, Lord, hast in mercy preserved and 
kept me in safety, and brought me to see my 
habitation in peace, and all things here, even 
according to my heart’s desire. 

A horse is a vain thing for safety; and nos 
thing upon earth can we “confide in to defend 
us, if the blessed Keeper of Israel do not cover 
us under the shadow of his wings ; and give 
his angels charge over us, to keep us in all out 

ways. 
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ways. But such invisible guards I have had ; 
and such favor from the Lord of love I have 
found. Mercy and goodness of the Lord that 
has followed me all the days of my life, has 
been renewed afresh, and further manifested 
to me in these my travels. And O how inex- 
haustible is the kindness and bounty of my 
Lord, never weary to.do me good! to thee, O 
God of my life, and safety, and comfort, be all 
the glory. O fillme witha most grateful sense 
of such thy rich grace and continual mercy ; 
and give me a heart abounding with thankful- 
ness and with thy love and praises; yea, give 
me also grace to express the unfeigned thanks 
of my heart, in all the ways pleasing to thy ho- 
ly will; through the beloved of my soul, my 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 


Thanksgiving for Preservation and Deliverance 
from Dangers and Troubles. 


Mine O Lord my God, are the wonder- 
ful works which thou hast done; and 
thy thoughts which are to us-ward, for good, 
they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee : 
If I should declare and speak of them, they are 
more than can be numbered. According to thy 
name so is thy praise, to the ends of the earth. 
_ rhe dead praise thee not, nor any that go down 
into silence: the living, the living, they shall 
praise thee, as I desire with all my soul to do 
this day. My heart is fixed: O God, my heart 
is fixed: I will sing and give praise. I will be 
glad and rejoice in thee, and sing praise to thy 

name, 
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name, O thou Most High. I will praise thee, O 
Lord, for thou hast heard me, and art become 
my salvation. I found trouble and sorrow, 
then I called upon thee ; and thou wast atten- 
tive to my cry, and nigh to my help. And 
though thou mightest have made an example of 
thy judgments to others, as others have been 
made so to me, thou didst not consult my de- 
serts but my distress; doing great things, and 
working strange deliverance for me, not be- 
cause I was worthy, but because thou abound- 
est In mercy. . 

I was in woful perplexity: fear was on every 
side: all my hope was ready to expire; and I» 
thought there was no help for me, but I must 
sink and perish. Then didst thou, O Lord, in- 
terpose between me and the threatening mis- 
chief; and reveal thy glorious arm, to pluck 
me out of the very jaws of destruction : and set 
me at liberty from any amazing fears, and in 
safety from the dreadful dangers: and hast kept 
ne alive, and restored my comforts: not taken 
me away in the midst of my days, nor cutting 
me off untimely from the land of the living; but 
sparing me in mercy, and giving me, as it were, 
a new life from the dead. ‘Thou hast chasten- 
ed me, but not given me over to death. When 
my foot slipped, thy mercy, O Lord, held me 
up. Thou art the God that dost wonders; won- 
ders of power, and wonders of mercy. As no- 
thing is too hard for thee to effect, so nothing 
is too good for thee to bestow. - Yea, thy kind- 
ness and thy help at hand, in the woful a 
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of need, is so sweet and surprising, that nothing 
can so affect and transport our souls. 

Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy 
work : I will triumph in the works of thy hands. 
I will sing of thy power: Yea, I will sing aloud 
of thy mercy. For thou hast been my defence 
and my refuge in the day of my trouble. Unto 
thee, O my strength, will I sing, for God is 
my defence, and the God of my mercy. O 
Lord God, merciful and gracious! I am now 
sensible of such mercy from thee. I will extol 
thee, who hath exalted me: and not suffered 
the trouble and danger to overwhelm and ruin 
me. In my distress I cried to thee, and thou 
hast enlarged me. O blessed be God, who hast 
not cast away my prayer, nor his mercy from 
me. But, dearest Lord! thou hast kept me in 
safety, and caused the destruction so to pass 
over me, that I suffered but in my own fears of 
what I have so little felt. I cannot, without 
amazement, look back upon the perilous case 
that I was in, and the brink of ruin that I lay 
upon. And that I should escape, as I have done, 
O how marvellous is it in my eyes! and Owhat 
cause have I for thy praise, that [am here alive 
to praise thee! O my God, it is thy good hand 
that hast wrought so wonderfully for me, and 
thy fatherly kindness that has shewn such extra- 

ordinary favor tome: O! if I had been snatch- 
ed away unprepared, how dreadful a change 
should I have found! But in mercy, and love 
to my soul (I give thee glory) thou hast made 
a way for my escape: and I am preserved 

O 2 the 
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the living monument of thy unspeakable peed: 
ness. 

O what shall I say unto shoed whose name is 
exalted far above all blessings and praise! and 
what shall I do for thee, to whom my goodness 
will not extend! I can never answer the obliga- 
tion which-thy love, dear Lord, has laid upon 
me: but let me admire and love, and bless and 
praise thee, with all the capacities and abilities 
which thou hast givenme. And O that thou 
wouldst imprint so deep upon my heart the 
sense of such seasonable relief, and wonderful 
mercy ; that I may never forget, never slight 
or abuse the great goodness that thou hast 
shewed me, and the signal preservation, and 
recovery, which thou hast wrought for me: 
but ever give thee thanks’ with all my heart: 
and carry as one that is so highly obliged, all 
the days of my life: not secure and careless, 
because I have so escaped; but the more 
watchful and diligent, the more I have been 
engaged and favoied: approving my thank- 
fulness in such a manner, as thou mayest gra- 
ciously accept in my blessed Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 


| Thanksgiving and Prayer ve Recovery out 
. of a dangerous Sickness. 


GOD of my life! in whose hand my 
breath is, and by whom all men do live, 
and have their days here prolonged or shorten- 
ed, I was brought low, and ready to think that 
thou wouldst now determine, and make an end 
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of my days upon earth; and counted myself 
so nigh unto death, that I expected every day, 
when that last enemy which lay in wait for me, 

would come and seize upon me. 
. But thou, Lord, hast graciously disappointed 
-my fears, and rescued. me from his hands ; and 
raised me up to walk again before thee in the 
land of the living. ‘Though thou broughtest 
me even to the mouth of the grave, yet Hast 
thou brought me back, that the pit of corrup- 
tion should not swallow me up. And thou that 
givest me life at first, has: now given it to me 
afresh. And to thee, my God, I desire there- 
fore, with all my soul, to give all the praise. 
O blessed be my great Preserver, the dear and 
only Saviour of my body, as well as soul; the 
God of my health, my heavenly Physician, my 
life, and the length of my days. O that I may 
live to declare the works of the Lord, and set 
forth the honor of his name! that I may not 
look upon my extended life, as an occasion to 
the flesh ; to enjoy my liberty and pleasure up- 
on earth: but as an engagement on my heart, 
to abound in gratitude, and love and _ praise, 
and all faithful duty, and cheerful obedience to 
my gracious God. ; 
For in mercy to my soul, the Lord has given 
me a further allowance of time in the world, to 
fill up what was wanting in my spiritual estate, 
and to make a better preparation for the heay- 
enly kingdom. And upon this account alone 
it is that our life is so valuable, and our time 
SO precious here upon earth ; that we may have 
space 
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space to repent ! and the opportunity to correct 
the errors of our past life, and to secure the 
greatest of all our effects ; to serve our Lord to 
more well pleasing; and to dress up ourselves 
into a greater fitness to meet the eternal glori- 
ous Bridegroom. O that the life now renew- 
ed to myself, may also be a new life to the Lord. 
That I may not only say, I thought I should 
have died ; but may carry myself henceforth as 
one restored even from the dead; and live with 
such dying thoughts, that when at last I come 
to die, I may go off with lively hopes. 

For it is no total escape, but only a reprieve, 
that is now granted tome; and my death is a 
debt to nature, that must be paid; nor is there 
any avoiding it; but the hands of death, that 
have been catching at me, will yet certainly 
take hold of me; and I know not how soon I 
may be down again; and not only threatened, 
but enclosed by the grave; for that is my 
house, where, after all, I must take up, and go 
to rottenness and dust. And when I least think 
of it, O how suddenly may I be cut off, and 
take my last leave of this world! 

O let me not live then as if I should never 
see death; nor put it far from me, as if it 
should never be upon me; nor reckon upon 
any sure standing, or long ‘abiding, in suc 
changeable transitory world, that is but the 
house of our pilgrimage, and none of our home, 
nor the place of our rest. But when dust I am, 
and to dust I must return, O help me, Lord, so 
to rememberand consider my death; that I nad 
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be the better for it, in all the course and con- 
duct of my life! with such wise and holy cir- 
cumspection, carrying myself and ordering all 
my conversation in the world: that when I 
must close my eyes upon this present scene of 
things, I may depart hence, full of peace, and 
hope to enjoy far better and more durable goods 
than any are here to be found. And for my re- 
covery, and such health as I enjoy at present, 
O let me pay my vows to the Lord: and from 
the ground of the heart, ascribe to the God of 
my salvation all glory, thanks, love, and ser- 
vice, throughout the whole remainder of my 
life, and forevermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for Blessing, Direction, Help, and 


good Success, in any great Enterprize. 


LORD God, infinitely wise and good, 

who teacheth man knowledge, and givest 
both the skill and power to accomplish our pur- 
poses ; and also the blessings and success to 
bring things to pass according to ovr wishes ! 
I know not what to do. But my eyes are upon 
thee ; and all my expectation is from thee; and 
still I desire to wait, and call, and depend up- 
on thee. A great work now I have to do; but 
O how little strength to do it! All my suffici- 
ency is of thee, who workest in us to will and 
to do, of thy good pleasure. Thou that hast 
been my help, leave me not, nor forsake me, 
O God of my salvation; but let me be taught 
of God what I haye to do; and let the erally 

or 
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Lord make me to understand what is thy 
pleasure concerning me. O that my ways 
were directed to please thee, that I may have 
the light of thy countenance shining upon me. 
My Lord and my God, leave me not in the 
hand of my own counsel, nor to the conduct 
of my own foolish and deceitful heart, but 
lead me by the way that I shall go, and guide 
me continually, that discretion may preserve 
me, and understanding may keep me. O make 
my way prosperous, and give me thy blessing 
and good success. Bring all needful things to 
my remembrance ; and where I have not the 
presence of mind nor power of performance, 
O magnify thy power in my weakness ; and 
Jet me go forth in thy name and strength, and 
speed, and prosper by thy grace and blessing. 
Jet thy good providence so be my defence and 
security, and thy holy Spirit my guide and 
counsellor, that I may wisely choose, and right- 
Jy manage, and successfully accomplish, the 
things wherein I have engaged. ae? 
Thy will be done, O Lord, however I am 
pleased or crossed ; and let me ever design thy 
glory, whether it make for my gain or loss, in 
any respect in this present life. O be thou still 
a gracious Father to me, and a merciful Pro- 
vider for me; and grant me now the comfori- 
able sense of thy good acceptance of me, and 
thy designs of mercy toward me, Be thou 
pleased to take me to thy fatherly care and _ 
conduct and preserve me from the evils into 
which I am prone to fall, and quicken me oa 
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the good which I am ayerse to perform. O 
establish thou the work of thy hands upon me ! 
yea, the work of thy hands establish thou it. 
My God and Guide, my Help and Strength ; 
if thou lead me not, I shall run into errors; if 
thou keep me not, I shall fall into dangers : but 
hold thou me up, and I shall be safe. And 
let me experience thy power and presence with 
me, and all the goodness of the Lord passing 
before me, that I may so go through this and 
all the affairs of my life, that, at my last reflec- 
tion upon what is past, my soul may have peace 
and give thy name the praise, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer when going Abroad. 


LORD, thou art the same God in all 

'@) places ; and no where can I go but thou 
art there. Both at home and abroad, on my 
way, and at the end, thou art ever with me by 
the universal presence of thy grace, and thy 
good Spirit with me, to conduct and guide me 
continually ; to protect and save me from all 
dangers and mischiefs ; and to make my way 
prosperous, and all my affairs successful. O let 
the blessing of the Lord follow me, and rest 
upon me ; and preserve my going out, and my 
coming in ; and never leave me nor forsake me, 
O Lord ; but be my God and Guide this day, 
in all this journey, and all my life long : which 
is but a pilgrimage and passage through this 
world, in which I am continually hastening 
home, to the period of all my travels, to the 
place 
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place where I must take up and dwell for ever. 

O good God, make me continually mindful 
of that progress, and of that journey’s end ; and 
keep me from sinful wanderings, and those 
worst of all falls, to fall from my God. Take 
care of me, I beseech thee, and lead me, and 
keep me, and help me : and after all my mo- 
tions here, O bring me safe at last to thy holy 
hill, and to thy heavenly rest, to the blessed 
end of my faith, the everlasting salvation of my 
soul, through the greatness of thy mercy to me, 
in thy dear Son, my gracious Lord, and only 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for Illumination and Knowledge. 


LORD, the eternal uncreated Light ; 

thou hast not left thyself without witness 
amongst us, but in thy word and works before 
us, In our souls and consciences within us, 
and in allthy creatures on every side of us, we 
may see the tracks of thy presence, thy power, 
wisdom and goodness. ‘hat I have therefore 
no more and better knowledge of God, and the 
things belonging to my peace, it is my shame, 
and owing to my sinful dulness and negligence, 
in that which does most nearly and eternally 
concern me. Ah Lord, I have not improved in 
knowledge answerable to the light which thou 
_hast caused to shine upon me, nor according 
to the means of instruction wherewith thou 
hast blessed me: but I have need to be taught 
myself the things whereof I might have been a 
teacher to others; for which I desire, Lord, to 
~ humble — 
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humble myself, and to beg thy pardon, and 
come now to ask wisdom of God, who givest 
to all men hberally, and upbraidest not. 

I cannot see or know thee, O Lord, but by, 
the beams of thy own light, which thou art 
pleased to impart. O wilt thou vouchsafe yet 
further and more fully to discover and manifest 
thyself to my soul! and teach me to know 
aright thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent! O blessed Son 
of Righteousness, arise upon me with healing 
in thy wings, to scatter all the clouds of folly 
and ignorance, and error, and prejudice, that 
overspread my soul. Open my eyes that I 
may behold wondrous things out of thy law ; 
and open my understanding that I may under- 
stand the scriptures, and not remain in dark- 
ness concerning any thing that is needful for 
me to know, in order to my present peace and 
duty, and to my eternal bliss and felicity. And 
whereinsoever I, or any whom I am concerned 
with, or for, are otherwise minded than we 
ought to be, O God reveal the same to us; 
and let us all be taught of thee to know thee, 
from the greatest to the least! and not be 
unwise, but understanding what the will of the 
Lord is. , 

That the soul be without knowledge is not 
good: O incline our ears to wisdom, and our 
hearts to understanding ; that we may follow on 
to know the. Lord, and increase in the know- 
ledge of God. Shew us thy ways, O Lord, ard 
lead us ia thy truth. And whatever else we 
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are ignorant of, unto us let it be given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of God ; and to 
know what we are to believe, and how we are 
to conceive of thy blessed self, and all the 
things of God that concern us. O Lord, our 
light, give us understanding in the way of god- 
liness; a spiritual discerning of the things of 
thy Spirit; and make us wise to salvation. 
Give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation, in 
the knowledge of thee : the eyes of our under- 
standing being enlightened, that we may see 
what is the hope of thy calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of thy inheritance in thy 
saints, and what the mighty power of thy Sp1- 
rit, which works in them that do believe. 

O put thy law in our inward parts, and write 
it in our hearts, that we may be well acquaint- 
ed with thy will revealed in thy word ; that the 
scripture ae not be to us a book sealed, or 
a gospel hid; but a lamp to our feet anda 
light to our path ; to shew us what we have to 
do, and how to demean ourselves in all estates, 
affairs, and circumstances of our lives. O that 
our ways were directed to keep thy statutes ! 
And help us, O Lord, so to do thy will, that 
we may know the scriptures to be of God, and 
may have the witness in ourselyes; and per- 
ceive the divinity of thy word, by the heaven. 
ly power and efficacy of it upon our lives. 
And though now we see but darkly, as in a 
glass, and know but in part; and cannot by 
searching find out the Almighty to perfection, 
yet help us still more and better to magi e 
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God, so as we can know; till hereafter we 
shall know as we are known, and to see face to 
face, in that blessed presence of thine, where 
is fulness of joy for evermore. ‘Amen. 


A Prayer for Repentance. 


MOST holy Lord God, against whom I 

have greatly sinned, and who for my sins 

art justly displeased ; thou hast revealed thy 
wrath from heaven against all ungodliness and 
‘unrighteousness of men, that impenitently go 
on in their trespasses; and hast let us know, 
that as we all have sinned, so, except we repent, 
we shallall perish. Even the Saviour of sinners 
will not save any sinner without repentance ; 
nor dost thou remit what we do not repent ; 
though, upon our repentance, thou hast assured 
us of thy gracious pardon and acceptance: And 
when we return unto thee, and humble our- 
selves before thee, thou wilt shew us thy com- 
passion, and grant us thy salvation. O gracious 
Lord! great 1s thy mercy to vouchsafe unto 
us this remedy; and to deal so favorably with 
us as to forgive and receive us, when we are but 
sensible of our miscarriages and rebellions ; 
and humbly submit ourselves, and leave off to 
do so foolishly and wickedly. Such humilia- 
tion and reformation is the best and most need- 
ful thing for me to do; but O how averse and 
insufficient am I to do it! thou Searcher of 
hearts, knowest my: heart to be so hardened, 
through the deceitfulness of sin, that as soon 
may 
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may I fetch water out of the flint as godly sor- 
row out of this obdurate heart, if thou the 
great God do not soften it with thy holy fear, 
and dissolve and overcome it with thy powerful 
love: and that I can no more turn withall my 
heart to the Lord-than I can turn the course of 
ariver torun back to the fountain, unless thou 
draw me by thy grace, and give me power fram 
on high, to enable me for the blessed work. 
O thou that didst cause water to gush out of 
the stony rock, wilt thou break and melt my 
rocky heart into such contrition as works re- 
pentance unto salvation! Yea, thou that fash- 
ionest all the hearts of the sons of men, take 
away frem me the heart of stone, and give me 
a heart of flesh, broken and contrite, such as 
thou wilt not despise, that I may look upon 
him whom my sins have pierced and mourn ; 
and be in bitterness’ for all the foul offences that 
I have committed against the Lord of love, 
the God of all my mercies. O give me such 
true repentance for them, that thou mayest 
also give me full pardon of them. Give me, good 
Lord, that repentance which thy holy word re- 
quires, and such as thy gracious goodness in 
Christ Jesus will mercifully accept; even the 
repentance unto life, never to be repented of. 
O help me so to repent, and to be converted, 
that my sins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreshing shall come from the presence 
-of the Lord. Turn thou me, O Lord God of 
. 4 a 
my salvation, and so shall I be turned, and 
change my mind, and amend my life, and been 
~ forth 
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forth fruits meet for repentance ; not only con- 
fessing and bewailing sins comnuitted, but also 
hating and forsaking sins confessed and bewail- 
ed, loathing, as much as ever I have loved, the 
things that displease thy holy will, and dishon- 
or thy blessed name. 

What I cannot recall, yet, Lord, give me 
grace to repent. And where I am, alas! so 
far from innocent, Father of mercies, make me 
penitent. And touch my heart with such a 
powerful sense of all thy loving kindness, as 
may work upon my ingenuity; to break my 
heart for my sins, and from them: and make 
me sorrowfully concerned, that ever I should 
commit offences so great against the God so 
infinitely good : yea, make me so circumspect 
and full of care, to keep myself henceforth in 
thy fear and love; that I may never be so 
strange to thee, as I have been; nor fall away 
from thee, and trespass upon thee, as I have 
done. O my God! let thy goodness lead me 
to such repentance. And help me so to break 
off my sins, and to turn and cleave unto thy 
blessed self, that thou mayest have mercy up- 
on me, and abundantly pardon all my abound- 
ing sins, through the infinite riches of thy grace 
and goodness, in the Son of thy love, my only 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


» A Prayer for Faith and Trust in God. 


ITHOUT faith, it is impossible to 

please thee, O God, and therefore I 

come to beg of thee that faith which is thy 
FQ gift. 
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gift. Lord, help my unbelief, and increase my 
faith, Whatever thou hast revealed, let me 
take it upon the credit of thy word : and where 
I have thy promise, let me not stagger through 
unbelief: but fully persuade myself, it shall be 
as thou hast said. O bless and enrich my soul 
with such a holy, lively, and unfeigned faith as 
may enlighten my mind, and purify my heart, 
and influence my whole life : such a faith as 
may enable me to receive Jesus Christ for my 
Saviour, and heartily to give up myself to him 
for my Lord: so to be ruled and sanctified by 
him here in this life, that I may be for ever say- 
ed and glorified by him, in that life which is to 
come. O help me so to assent unto the truths, 
that I may also consent to the terms of the gos- 
pel: And work in me that effectual faith, which . 
may work by love, and may enable me to over- 
come the world and to live above it ; looking at 
and for the great and glorious things of a better 

world ; those unseen‘things that are eternal. 
In my greatest darkness and distress, O let 
me trust in the name of the Lord, and stay my- 
self upon my God ; committing my ways unto 
thee, and casting my burthen upon thee, who 
carest for us: yea, putting my trust in thee, 
though thou slay me; trusting in thy almigh- 
ty power to help and save; in thy tender in- 
_ clinations to pity and relieve ; and in the sure 
promises which thy love hath made, and which 
thy faithfulness will certainly make good unto 
all that wait and call upon thee, to remember 
- thy word unto thy servants, upon which a 
ast 
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hast caused them to hope. And though I am 
not presently answered in the wishes of my 
heart, O let me tarry and wait patiently for the 
salvation of the Lord; and have my eyes up- 
on the Lord God, till he have mercy on me. 
Yea, make me so sound and strong in the faith, 
that my faith may never fail; but that it may 
be found to praise, and honor, and glory in 
every time of trial, and at the great appearing 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


A Prayer for Power to live by Faith upon 
Christ, and the Divine Promises. 


| fe is the command of my Saviour, that they 
who believe in God, should believe also in 
him, as our only Mediator with the Father ; to 
whom none can come, but by him: neither is 
there salvation in any other; who counts it no 
robbery to be equal with God: Yea, who him- 
self is over all, God, blessed for ever. But it 
is life eternal to know him: And none shall 
perish that believe in him. O the riches of 
grace, and the wonders of divine mercy, that 
it should so be done to poor sinners. Blessed 
for ever be thy glorious name, O God of all 
grace, who of thy abundant mercy, hast pro- 
vided such a wonderful remedy for our sinful 
misery ; to save us through faith in him, where 
we could not be saved by any merits or per- 
formances of our own. . 
Great and holy Lord! in all that ever I do, 
I cannot 
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I cannot but see the extreme need of a Say- 
iour: and. that Iam undone without the free 
grace of God in Jesus Christ. And therefore 
I desire to go even out of myself, and to be 
found in him; not having my own righteous- 
ness, but that which.is through the faith of 
him; and to sit down under the shadow of 
that blessed tree of life, which yields the rich- 
est fruits, most sweet to the taste of all sensi- 
ble souls. O that Christ, whois the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one that beliey- 
eth, may be the Lord my righteousness! that 
his righteousness may be imputed to me: And 
that with the heart I may believe unto right- 
eousness : even so believe in Jesus Christ, that 
I may be justified by faith, and have peace 
with God through him. 
The blessed Jesus, is my life and strength, 
my wisdom and riches, my health and joy, my 
glory, and my all: there is no healing for my 
soul, but in his blood: no peace for my con- 
science, but in his reconciling me to God: no 
satisfaction to my mind, but in that most per- 
fect atonement, which satisfies even the strictest 
justice of heaven. O none but Christ; nonebut 
Christ ! without this all-sufficient Redeemer, I 
am a lost creature. I beseech thee, therefore, 
O Lord, whatever else I want, leave me not 
destitute of him ; but give me Christ, or I die 
eternally. ‘Though I confess myself most un- 
worthy of him, and that I deserve te go for 
ever without him: because Ihave so wicked] 
despised him, and neglected his great ee 
an 
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and abused all his kindness and love; yet Idare 
not add this to all my other offences, to despair 
of that mercy of thine, O Lord, which in him 
thou art pleased to hold forth, even to the most 
-sinfuland unworthy. Seeig thou art in Christ 
Jesus, a God reconciling the world to thyself, 
and hast given him to be the propitiation for 
our sins: and he came to seck and to save even 
the lost, and to call sinners to repentance ; and 
inyites to him the laboring and heavy-laden ; 
yea, bids whoever is athirst to come, and take 
the water of life freely, without money, and 
without price: and promises that such as come 
to him, he will in no wise cast out: To him 
therefore Ilook, and in him will I trust; and of 
thee, my gracious Father, I beg for help to do 
it as lought. O be thou pleased to shine into 
_my heart with thy heavenly light, to reveal thy 
Son in me; and to shew me his all-sufficiency 
for me, and my own happy share and interest 
in him. Dear Lord! give me thy Son to save 
me; and give me thy Spirit to draw me to 
him, and enable me to take hold of him, to 
rely upon him, and to believe in him, to the 
saving of my soul. O make me more ac- 
quainted with the way of saving sinners by 
Jesus Christ: and help me, for my own part, 
to acquiesce in it, and to submit to the right- 

eousness of God. 
_ - Seemg thou, O God of all grace, justifiest 
sinners dreely by thy grace, not for the worth 
of our works, but for the worthiness of thy 
Son, through the redemption that is in Jesus 
. s Christ, 


o 
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Christ, O may it be given unto me to believe 
on him, and to reposeall my trust in him, that 
believing I may have life through his name. 
And may I still be fully persuaded in my raind, 
that he is the true Messias, and the only Sa- 
viour of the world; and never distrust his pow- 
er, or his love; nor be faithless, but believing 
that Christ is my Lord and my God, who loy- 
-ed me, and washed me from my sins in his own 
blood. And the God of hope fill me with all 
joy and peace in believing, that this may be all 
my solace, and my soul’s rest, to lie at the feet 
of Jesus, to cast my burden upon the Lord, 
and to lean on the beloved of my soul, and up- 
on the promises of God in Christ. Though 
there is nothing in me but pollution and disor- 
der, O let me not keep off from my Saviour; 
but come to him at his call, and believe in the 
name of the Son of God, to be made clean and 
whole. None can more need his help, Lord, 
than I do: O that it-may not pass by me; but 
“let the Saviour of the world be the Saviour of 
my soul; and let Christ abide with my spirit, 
and be ever at hand to do me good. O that 
my Redeemer may look with such an eye or 
favor upon me, and revive me with some to- 
ken of his love, which is better than all the 
enjoyments and comforts of the world. 
elp me, O thou great Author and Finisher 
of our faith, to pray in faith; believing that 
I shall receive the things which I ask in thy 
name. O my Lord, and my God! make me 
to know and to believe the love thou hast: 
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to me; yea, that thou hast loved me with an 
everlasting love. And let it bear me up un- 
der all troubles, fortify me against all tempta- 
tions, and quicken and enable me for the per- 
formance of all my duties, to know whom I 
have believed, and to know that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is my strength and my Redeemer. O 
that Christ may dwell in my heart by faith ; 
and that the life which I now live, may be by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and. 
gave himself for me: in whom, though I now 
see him not, yet believing, let me rejoice with 
unspeakable glorious joy. 

It is thy gracious promise, Lord, to blot out 
thy people’s transgressions, for thine own sake, 
and to heal their backslidings, and not remem- 
ber their sins, nor let sin have dominion over 
them ; yea,to have mercy even upon the wicked 
and the unrighteous man forsaking his way and 
his thoughts, and abundantly to pardon ;_ to give 
to thy servants the heart of flesh ; a new heart, 
and a new spirit: to teach them, and quicken 
them: to put thy Spirit within them, and cause 
them to walk in thy statutes, and to keep thy 
judgments, and to do them: to perform the 
good work in them: and though they fall, to 
uphold them with thy hand, and let none pluck 
them out of it: yea, to put thy fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from thee, 
and to preserve them to thy heavenly king- 
dom and give unto them eternal life. O ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises! such 

_cordials to poor fainting souls ! for they are not 
too 
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too great to be made good. But faithfulis he 
that has promised, who also will do it. It is 
ratified in heaven: and not one jot or tittle of 
thy word, Lord, shall pass away, till all be 
fulfilled. O let me believe that J, even IJ, shall 
see it. What time I am afraid, let me trust in 
thee; and give glory to God, in believing thy 
gracious promises, though I know how un- 
worthy I am to have them accomplished upon 
me. Let me lay up thy kind words of pro- 
mise, O my Father, as the richest treasure ; 
and confide in them as the surest tenure: count- 
ing nothing so firm as what God hath said ; 
and despising all the wealth and honors, and 
pleasures of the world, in comparison of thy- 
self, and thy Son, and thy Spirit, thy love, and 
thy grace and glory ; which I earnestly beg of 
thy bountiful hands, for Jesus Christ, his sake. 
Amen. 


A Prayer for the Divine Assistance. 


LORD God Almighty, who givest power 

to the saint, and increasest strength to 
them that have no might! Without thee Ican 
do nothing; nor so much as will or think any 
good, nor keep myself from any eyil; but by 
thy gracious assistance it is that I am enabled 
for the performance of every duty laying upon 
me: and my help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth : and thou art able 
to keep us from falling, and to make us perfect 
in every good work, to do thy will, working in 
us 
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us that which is well-pleasing in thy sight thro’ 
Jesus Christ. Yea, thou hast encouraged us to 
come boldly to the throne of grace that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. Lord of power and love! I come, trust- 
ing in thy almighty strength, and thy infinite 
goodness, and thy gracious promise; to beg 
from thee what is wanting in myself ; even that 
grace which shall help me such to be, and such 
to do, as thou wouldst have me. O my God! 
let thy grace be sufficient for me, and ever pre- 
sent with me ; and let thy good Spirit help my 
infirmities, and strengthen me with might in 
the inner man, so to enable me against my 
sins, and for thy service, that I may be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might ; 
and do all things as I ought, through Christ 
strengthening me. 

O thou that hast shewed thyself still graci- 
ously on my behalf, and brought me on hither- 
to, never cast me off, I beseech thee, nor aban- 
don me over to myself, who am a reed shaken 
with the wind, a leaf driven to and fro: butlet 
me still experience thy help at hand,. and my 
God performing all things for me. I will go 
forth in the strength of the Lord God, and 
trust in the Lord Jehovah, in whom is ever- 
lasting strength. Omy Lord! come into my 
succor, and be thou my helper, to carry me 
on beyond my own strength, and to make all 
that I think, and speak, and do, acceptable 
in thy sight. O may I both put forth myself, to 
stir up the grace of God that is in me ; and ae 

nh 
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find such fresh supplies of grace, that I may sce 
my desires accomplished, and my endeavors 
brought to good. effect: and so rejoice in the 
Lord and glory in thy holy name through Jesus 
Christ our strength and our Redeemer. Amen. 


A Prayer for Sincerity. 


MY Lord, the only wise God, whose un- 
'@) derstanding is infinite, and from whom 
no thought can be withholden! Thou fillest 
the whole world with thy presence, and hast all 
things ever naked and open before thine eyes. 
Thou that teachest man all his knowledge, 
shalt not thou know ? O Lord, thou searchest 
- the heart, and hast even the secretest of our 
sins in the light of thy countenance ; and thou 
chiefly callest for our hearts; and requirest 
truth in the inward parts ; and wilt bring eve- 
ry work into judgment, and every secret thing, 
whether good or evil. My God, I acknow- 
ledge and -bewail here before thee, the guile 
and deceitfulness of my heart; that I have been 
so unmindful of thy all-seeing eye, ever intent 
upon me: and that I have made so bold with 
thy glorious Majesty, still present with me. 
For which I confess, O Lord, thou mightest 
long since have cut me off, and appointed me 
my portion with hypocrites. But as thou hast 
spared me, so humble me, I beseech thee, and 
pardon me, for all such hypocrisy, ‘and treach- 
serous dealing, whereof I have been guilty. 
sind thou that speakest to the heart, and canst 
order it, even as thou wilt, O make my heart 
right» 


. 
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right with God, and without any allowed guile 
in thy sight; so found in thy statutes, that I 
may not be ashamed ; nor be found wanting of 
what I profess myself to be, when thou shalt 
come to take an account of me. 

O let thy all-seeing eye, and not the eye of 
the world be the star to steer my course by ; 
And let thy blessed favor, more than the lik- 
ing of any sinful men, be ever my study and 
delight. Search me, O God, and try me; and 
whatever unpardoned guilt, or unrepented 
wickedness, whatever unknown error, or coun- 
tenanced lust lies in my soul, O help me to see 
it, and of thy mercy, deliver me from it: and 
let me not regard iniquity in my heart: let no 
presumptuous sins have dominion over me. 
Let me not allow myself in any way of wicked- 
ness; nor go on in formality and hypocrisy to 
serve thee; but walk before thee with an up- 
right heart, and do all sincerely and heartily, as 
to the Lord. O let me not be only almost, but 
altogether a Christian ; obeying from the heart 
all thy will delivered to us, to ‘be done by us ; 
and not so much concerned to seem religious 
and good as such to be in deed and in truth. 
Make me willing to part with the dearest sins, 
and to perform the hardest duties, for the sake 
of my Lord; who parted with the highest glo- 
ry, and underwent the sorest misery, for the 
sake of my soul. O make me true to my own 
convictions, and faithful in exerting my own en- 
deavors: yea, make me ever jealous over my 
heart, and conscientious in all my thoughts, and 

. words, 
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words, and ways. ‘That I may not go self-con- 
demned, for walking in a disguise, and only 
shewing to be what I am not; that my praise 
may not be of men, but of God; and that I may 
have continual rejoicing in the testimony of 
conscience and that peace of God which pass- 
eth all understanding. O my Father, who seest 
in secret! let the pleasing of thy holy will, and 
the honoring of thy blessed name, and the en- 
joying of thy gracious favor, be the great end 
which I design and aim at, in all my actions 
and undertakings: that thou, the great and 
good God, mayest in all things be glorified by 
me, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for Humility. 


MOST High God, infinitely glorious a- 

bove all our expressions, or our thoughts! 

Thou sittest on the circle of the earth, and the 
inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers : yea, 
before thee, all nations are as nothing, and 
counted to thee less than nothing and vanity. 
O what is man that thou shouldest be so mind- 
ful of him ! yea, that he should be so unmind- 
ful of his own vileness and sinfulness, to exalt 
and lift up himself, and to swell with the con- 
ceit of his own worth and excellence! I de- 
sire, O Lord, to humble myself, that I have 
been no more humble ; but have thought more 
highly of myself than I ought to think; and 
vain-gloriously set off myself before men, when 
I deserve only to be despised, and nothing but 
eonfusion is my portion. O thou that ote 
€ 
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the proud, and givest grace to the humble, 
give me the grace of humility, and make me 
mean and vile in my own eyes, that I may be 
accepted in thy sight. Make me, Lord, of the 
number of those poor in spirit, those humble 
and contrite ones, to whom thou wilt look, and 
with whom thou wilt dwell. 

O set my sins in order before me, and make 
me to know my transgressions, that I may not 
flatter myself in my own eyes, but carry it as 
becomes poor sinful dust and ashes, who de- 
serve to be trodden under foot, and to be cast 
out as the offscouring of all things; taking no- 
thing but shame to myself, and giving all the 
glory to thee, of whatever is good in me. Great 
and holy God! make me more studious to be 
thy favorite than to be so accounted ; and bet- 
ter pleased to do my duty than to hear of it : 
Neither of men let me seek glory, but the hon- 
or that comes of God only. And the more I 
have received from thee, the more let me as- 
cribe unto thee : and not be proudly opinionat- 
ed of myself; but give all thanks and glory to 
thee for any good wherein thou hast made me 
to differ : not loving or intending the praise of 
men, in doing the work of God; but perform- 
ing all my ea as one that is in deed, and 
not only called, thy humble servant. 

O discover me so to myself, that I may still 
walk humbly with my God, and be clothed 
with humility :-consider how frail I am, as a 
creature: and how vile, asa sinner. Let me ey- 
er detest and dread, and resist the pride that goes 

before 
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before destruction ; and so humble myself un- 
der thy mighty hand, that thou mayest exalt me 
in due time. And for all the good I have ever 
performed or enjoyed, not unto me, O Lord, 
not unto me, but to thy name be all the praise 
and glory, humbly and heartily acknowledged 
and rendered, now and for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for Mindfulness of God’s Presence. 


LORD, the infinite, incomprehensible 
God! Thou art the high and holy One, 

who inhabitest eternity, and dwellest in the 
light which no man can approach to. And 
from thy glorious throne in heaven thou look- 
est down upon all the inhabitants of the earth : 
and hast thy eyes in every place, and ponder- 
est every thing. ‘Though no mortal eye can 
see thee: no-created understanding is able to 
comprehend thee: Yet thou art here, and eve- 
ry where present, and now and evermore thou 
seest us, and understandest cur very thoughts 
afar off; and art thoroughly acquainted with 
all our ways. Yea, thou art so universally 
observant, as to have a particular concern for 
every person and action in the world. Great 
God, thou fillest heaven and earth with thy 
presence, O fill my heart with thy grace, and 
the mindfulness of thy presence with me ; 
that I may set the Lord always before me : 
and. evermore remember thee in all my ways. 
O that ever I should forget God that made 
me! the God who quickens every thing that 
lives ; 
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lives ; concurs with every thing that moves; 
and upholds every thing that has a being 
throughout the world! O that I should live so 
much without thee in the world, in whom Lever 
live, and move, and am! and who hast still 
been with me, and watchful for good over me 
all my days. Holy God, because I have regard- 
ed thee no more, thou mightest make me sen- 
sible of thy presence, in judgments worthy of 
thyself. But O Lord in mercy pardon all such 
my sinful neglect and inadvertence. Andas I 
am ever exposed to thy all-seeing eye, so make 
me ever duly awareof it. And let the remem- 
brance of thy presence stvay and guide me, in 
secret and in company, at all times, in all 
places, and in all my actions: That I may de- 
mean myself as ever under the awful eyes of 
the great God of heaven and earth, and fear 
thee above all other powers; love thee above 
all other Gods, serve thee before ail other 
Lords, and trust in thee more than in any other 
refuge. Yea, let me rejoice under the shadow 
of thy wings, and herein solace myself, that 
thou art at my right hand, and ever with me. O 
let not the remembrance of my Lord be griev- 
ous to me; but let my meditations of God be 
sweet, as well as frequent ; that delighting my- 
self in the Lord, thou mayest give unto me 
the desires of my heart; and so guide me with 
thine eye, that as I am still manifest, I may be 
also still accepted in thy blessed sight. through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for Tenderness of Heart. 


LMIGHTY Lord, the God of all grace, 

who speakest to the heart, and it obeys 

thee; and when it 1s grown callous and hard, 
canst make it soft and relenting ; and give sight 
and sense even to such as are blind and past 
feeling! O shew the power of thy heavenly 
grace, in working upon this stupid, insensible 
heart of mine, so as to make me know, both 
the evil of my sins, and the things of my peace. 
And be thou pleased to give me such a sight of 
my sins, such humiliation of soul, and broken- 
ness of heart as may prepare me for all the 
promised mercies of God in Jesus Christ. O 
Father of mercies! punish not my past sins, 
by leaving me to commit sin with greediness ; 
nor ever give.me up to such blindness of mind, 
and hardness of heart, as shall render me sense- 
Jess and incorrigible. - But quicken and awake 
my dull soul into a lively sense of sin, and ten- 
derness of conscience, and due apprehension of 
my great and eternal concerns. - O make me ev- 
er jealous over my heart, and watchful over my 
‘ways ; continually fearing to offend, and endeay- 
oring to please my God; keeping my heart with 
all diligence, that it. be not hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin; and keeping at that dis- 
tance which thy holy word teaches us to keep 
from every evil and accursed thing that is pro- 
voking in thy sight and destructive to my soul. 
O let me not continue in sin, that grace may 
abound ; 
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abound ; nor kick against the bowels of mercy, 
that so long has borne with me, and beén so 
abundantly good to me: But give-me, O my 
God, sucha fulness of new life as may beget im 
me a greater quickness of spiritual sense ; and 
make my conscience quick of feeling, even as 
the apple of my eye; that I may so feel my sins, 
here, as to prevent my feeling of them for 
ever, when there shall be no remedy. From 
hardness of heart, and contempt of thy word 
and commandments, good Lord deliver me.— 
And give me a heart so soft and tender, as to 
smite and correct me for every, even the least, 
sinful evil; and to hold me back not only from 
gross and scandalous offences, but from all that 
is suspicious, or that has a tendency to sin; 
from the occasions of falling, and ali appear. 
ances of evils. O let me so observe thee with 
child-like tenderness, and awful regard, all the 
days of my life, that I may not slavishly dread 
thee ; so as to be consumed with terrors in the 
great day of thy wrath, but may then receive 
the blessed portion of thy children, who lived 
still looking and preparing for the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Fear of God. 
O LORD the great and dreadful God, in 


whose hands is my time; at whose mer- 

cy is my soul, and all that concerns me both 
here and forever. Thou, even thou, art to be 
feared ; and who may stand in thy sight when 
once 
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once thou art angry! The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom : and happy is the man 
that feareth always! But to harden our hearts 
against thy fear, is not only folly and impiety, 
but madness and ruin. Iam afraid, O Lord, 
because I have feared thee no more; but have 
made so bold with thy glorious. Majesty, and 
vith thy holy laws: who canst, whenever thou 

pleasest, avenge thee of thy adversaries, and 
kill and cast sinners into hell, that I have been 
so fearless in the ways of sin, where I should 
not have dared to be seen, and so timorous in 
the cause of God where I should not have fear- 

ed the face of any man. O absolve me, I be- | 
seech thee, good Lord, from all such guilt that 
lies upon me, and put thy fear into my heart, 
that I may never experience what a fearful thing 
it is to fall into thy hands. © incite my heart 
to fear thy name! And let thy fear be ever be- 
fore my eyes, to restrain me from the evil of 
my ways. O let meso stand in awe of thee, 
that [ may not dare to provoke thee, Let me 
not be so much afraid of any man that shall die 
as of the Almighty ever-living God; nor so fear 
any loss or suffering that can but take away a 
temporal good, as J fear the sin and wickedness 
that would deprive me of the good everlasting, 
O let me fear the Lord and depart from evil ; 
and have my God in such regard, that Imay not 
offer wilfully to violate thy holy laws, but fear 
to dishonor thy name, or to rebel against thy 
word, or to rest short of what thou requirest 
at my hand. And O that thy fear may ae 
only 


A Prayer for the Love of God. 167 


only keep under some of my sins, but regulate 
my whole life, and sway my very heart; that 
I may do thy will entirely from the heart, and 
go on to perfect holiness in the fear of God. 

May I fear thy name, and not blaspheme it; 
fear thy »wrath, and not provoke it; fear thy 
word, and not despise it; fear thy goodness, 
and not abuse it; fear thy omniscience, and 
not make boid with secret sins; fear thy om- 
nipotence, and not strive with my Maker in 
any case. And giveme, O my God, the right 
mixture of fear and faith, to keep me in an 
even temper, between presuming and despair- 
ing, that nu crosses or evils coming upon me, 
may ever make my faith to fail or sink me 
down into such consternations as to unfit me 
for my duty ; and that no successes, and fair 
prospects of the world’s good before me, may 
harden me into a wretched boldness with thee, 
nor lift me up into wantomness and stubborn- 
ness against thee ; but that I may keep up an 
awful regard of thy glorious Majesty, and a 
dutiful respect to all thy holy commands ever- 
more. .dmen. 


A Prayer for the Love of God. 
O THOU infinite goodness and love, who 


art most sweet and amiable in thyself! 

and most full of invitation, for all thy own glo- 
rious excellencies, and unspeakable periec- 
tions ; and also for thy loving kindness, and all 
the wonders of thy mercy and. bounty to thy 
creatures! It is the riches of thy grace to 
. make — 
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make us capable of this blessed privilege, to 
love thee: Beyond which the highest angels 
know no greater bliss: Yea, that thou hast not 
only given us capacities for it, but the greatest 
obligations to engage our hearts to it. Yet, af- 
ter all the reasons and motives which we have 
to love our God, O how peor and defective has 
been my love! Yea, in what strangeness, and 
enmity to thee, Lord, have I lived! It is my 
sin and shame, and misery, to be so listless and 
backward to thy love. O my God, I have done 
foolishly and wickedly, in forsaking the foun- 
tain of living waters, to hew to myself the brok- 
en cisterns, that can hold no water; shutting 
my heart against the love of my chiefest good, 
who hast still been doing me good; and laid 
fresh obligations upon me with thy renewed. 
favors every day: And preferring any trifles 
and vanities of this present time; yea, and 
the satisfaction of my own foolish and hurtful 
lusts, above thee and thy love, which is better 
than life. 56 
O good God! be thou pleased to pardon all 
the defects of my love to thee, and all the ex- 
cesses of my love to earthly things ; and turn 
my inclinations and affections from all vain ob- 
jects to thy blessed self, who art the worthiest 
of all love; and, to conquer all my prejudice, 
and for ever win my heart, O shew thyself to 
_ meas a pardoning God: full of compassion, 
ready to forgive and willing to save me. Yea, 
make me to know so much of the love where- 
with thou hast loved me, that I may make better 
ett returns — 
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returns of love to the gracious Giver of all my 
good. Touch my heart with such a powerful 
sense of thy loveliness and thy loving kindness, 
that I may experience stronger desires and in- 
clinations after thee, and greater complacence 
and delight in thee; and may love all other 
things in comparison of my best and dearest 
Lord, as if I loved them not. 
~ The Lord direct my heart into the love of 
God ; and shed abroad and increase thy love in 
my heart, that I may love the Lord my God 
with all my heart and soul, and mind and might. 
O disgrace to me all such tempting things of 
the world as would draw away my love from 
thyself; and so discover thyself to my soul, as 
may take my heart: that this heart of mine 
which has been so cold and dull, and dead to 
thy love, may feel its mighty warmth and pow- 
er; and from complaining of the want, may 
come to rejoice in the abundance of it. O my 
life, my hope, and joy, that hast so much and 
eternally obliged me! give me the grace and 
the power to love thee : Let me be still longing 
to appear before thee, and delight in the du- 
ties that bring me nigh to thee, and that help 
me to communion with thee. Increase my love 
to thy word, and to all the things of thy Spirit 
and grace; and let me take more satisfaction 
and pleasure in the light of thy countenance 
than in the increase of corn and wine, and 
all the most desired enjoyments of this life. 
O let me not rest in the gifts, forgetting 
the bountiful Giver of every good thing, but 
R aw 
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draw and join my heart, dear Lord, still nearer 
to thyself with the cords of love. And togeth- 
er with all my enjoyments in the world, O let 
me enjoy still more of thee, my God; in the en- 
joyment of whom consists all my true life, and 
peace, and happiness, here and for ever. En- 
gage to thyself, O my Lord, the chiefand choi- 
cest affections of my heart; and take it, the 
willing captive of thy love: And help me still 
to verify my love of God, by hating of evil, and 
keeping thy commands, and delighting to do 
thy will, OO my God. Let the desire of my 
soul, the care of my heart, and the endeavor 
of my life, be to observe and please thee. And 
to secure my heart, Lord, to thee, that I may 
not go a whoring from thee; but may be root- 
ed and grounded in thy love; and through thy 
good help and grace, may keep myself in the 
love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to eternal life. Amen. 


A Prayer for Hope. 


LORD God of hope, the blessed founder 

of all our great and glorious expectations ! 

thou hast promised thy people such bliss and 
glory as is not only above all our deserts to en- 
joy, but above all our very thoughts to con- 
ceive. Yet it is not too great for thy Almighty 
hand and thy boundless love to give: And 
because thou givest so like thyself; and hast 
made preparations for thy people, answerable to 
thy own infinite greatness and goodness, i . 
: ’ ore 
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fore thou art not ashamed to be called their 
God. None has seen that can tell or think, 
the things which thou, O God, hast laid up 
for them that love thee. But it is goed to 
hope, and quietly wait for the salvation of the 
Lord. Even in dark days and perilous times, 
that make us know adversity, and threaten us 
still with more; yet patiently to wait for what 
we hope, till he that hides his face from us 
cause the light of his countenance to break out 
upon us. 

O my God! give me such a hope as may 
lift up my head and strengthen my heart, and 
-embolden my spirit, against all temptations 
and discouragements of the present time ; that 
I may never yield to any consternations, so as 
to destroy my faith and hope, and unfit me for 
my work and thy service. O give me fora 
helmet the hope of salvation ; that hope which 
may be as the anchor of my soul, sure and sted- 
fast. O let me hope and praise thee more and 
more! and rejoice im the hope that leaveth not 
ashamed: yea, and hold fast the rejoicing of 
my hope firm to the end. 

Though I am sinful and unworthy, yet let 
me hope in the Lord, with whom is mercy, and 
plenteous redemption, to redeem his peopic 
irom all their iniquities. O gracious God, in- 
finitely good! I could have no hope but in thy 
‘tender mercies in thy beloved Son, and in thy 
faithful promises; which do give assurance of 
pardon and acceptance to all that hymbly 
and believingly apply themselves to thee, in 

the 
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the name and mediation of Jesus Christ. But 
I beseech thee, O Lord, remember thy word 
to thy servant, upon which thou hast caused 
me to hope. O seal me with that holy Spirit 
of promise, which is the earnest of our inherit- 
ance, that I-may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost. O let Christ in me 
be my hope of glory: And having this hope 
in me, help me to purify myself, as my Lord 
is pure, that my hopes may be rational and 
well-grounded hopes, to see and enjoy the 
Lord, and to live in thy kingdom and glory, 
most blessed for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for Charity. 
O MOST gracious and merciful Lord our 


God, who art very goodness and love 
itself ; thou hast commanded, that he who lov- 
eth thee should love his brother also! yea, that 
we should love our neighbor as ourselves. 
Father of mercies, forgive me all my sins of un- 
charitableness ; and give me.a heart to abound 
with loving kindness to all the partakers of my 
nature, that are the work of thy hands, and 
sharers in my hope. Let me not despise any 
for their low estate, nor hate any for their abu- 
sive carriage, nor cast off any as reprobate, for 
their scandalous wickedness ; but be kindly af- 
fectioned unto all; desirous of their holiness 
and happiness, and contributing what lies in 
me to promote it; shewing the mercy which 
thou knowest I need ; and forgiving others as - 

I myself 
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I myself desire to be forgiven; yea, ready to 
distribute and willing to communicate. As 
I would be glad to find favor and receive 
supply of my own wants, give me, O gracious 
God, a large heart and, according to my abili- 
ty, an open hand, that I may give cheerfully, 
and sow plentifully while I have time, doing 
good unto all men, especially to them that are 
of the household of faith ; yea loving the oppor- 
tunities of such well doing; and blessing thy 
name, who hast so blest and enabled me; and 
refreshing my own bowels, in making the loins 
of the poor to bless me. 

And O that we may all approve ourselves 
the disciples of our Lord, by the love we have 
one for another ; and shew that we are passed 
from death to life, because we love the brethren 
and bear the greatest kindness to the children 
of God; ever esteeming and affecting them 
above all; and tendering such as nearest and 
dearest to us that are so to thy blessed self. O 
Jet our love be without dissimulation ; not only 
in word and in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth ; loving one another with a pure heart, 
fervently ; loving even the worst, so as to wish 
them well, and seek their good; and having 
our delight in the saints that are in the earth, 
and the righteous that are more excellent than 
their neighbors ! loving them for thy holy im- 
age and Spirit appearing in them! and setting 
our hearts upon them, because thou art with 
them, and hast a peculiar favor to them, and 
with an everlasting love hast loved them. O 

R2 Lord 
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Lord of love, keep me from censoriousness, 
and rash judging of any ; that I may think and 
hope the best of all, which their case will ad- 
mit: and love every one for his sake who has 
shewed the greatest love to us all, even our 
vant Lord, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
dmen. 


A Prayer for Unity. 
QO GOD of the spirits of all flesh, who hast 


made of one blood all nations of men, to 

dwell on the face of the whole earth ! wilt thou 
make us to agree in mind and affection as we do 
in nature and constitution, and give to all nations 
unity, peace and concord. And as thou hast 
called the faithful, all throughout the world, 
into one body, so make the multitude of believ- 
ers, as once they were, of one heart, and of one 
soul. O let not the seamless coat of Christ be 
torn in pieces; nor thy church be rent into 
schisms and contending parties, fierce and bitter 
against one another ; but make us one fold and 
_ unanimous flock under Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. O put a 
healing plaister on our bleeding wounds; and 
let not those invidious names of sides, and par- . 
ties that exasperate, be kept up, to give dis- 
taste and prejudice; but take away from the 
midst of us that perverse spirit, which makes 
us a nation void of counsel; and not under- 
standing the things of our peace ; but dashing 
ourselyes one against another. O God of 
peace ! 
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peace! dispose our hearts to hearken to all 
peaceable, counsels, and to comply with all 
healing désigns. And so allay the heats which 
our dissentions have raised, that amidst the 
variety of apprehensions, we may yet keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace ; and 
evidence our relation to the Prince of Peace, 
by following after those things that make for 
peace.’ -, 

O Lord, rebuke the storms of our animosi- 
ties and debates; and say to those winds and 
waves, peace, be still, and they will obey thee. 
O wilt thou heal our breaches, and give us 
first the true peace with God, as the foundation 
for a firm and lasting peace with one another. 
O that the uniting Spirit of Christ Jesus may so 
far prevail upon us, as to draw and knit us to- 
gether in the blessed communion of thy saints ; 
that we may with combined wills and interest ; 
as one man, put forth ourselves to advance the 
glory of thy name, the public good, and the 
common salvation of all our souls, through thy 
rich mercy to us in our blessed Peace- Maker, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


1 Prayer for Meekness and Peaceableness. 
ALMIGHTY God, who alone canst or- 


der the unruly wills and affections of sin- 

ful men! wilt thou be pleased to regulate my 

exorbitant passions, and suppress in me that 

pride from whence cometh contention; and 

beat down every rebellious motion that pon 
Se 
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itself against peace and patience, and gentle- 
ness and meekness of Spirit! O help me to put 
away all bitterness and wrath, and@inger, and 
clamor, and evil speaking, with all malice. 
And however J am tempted and provoked, O 
that I may possess my soul in patience; and 
not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil 
with good : And enable us, O God of patience, 
to bear one another’s burdens, and to forbear 
one another in love, that we may not contend 
but for the faith of Christ; nor strive but to 
enter in at the strait gate; nor provoke one 
anether, but unto love and good works. 

O if thou the great God shouldst enter into 
judgment with me, and break out in fury upon 
me, as I have been ready to take fire at affronts, 
and to fall with rage upon my antagonists, 
Lord, how soon should I be consumed, and 
sink under the saddest misery, past recovery ! 
O may I ever dread to be rigid and cruel, who 
know the extreme need that I have of mercy! 
And thou the God of peace and love, forgive 
me, I beseech thee, all the sins that ever I have 

committed against peace and love. O let the 
peace of God rule in my heart ; and thy won- 
derful long-suffering of me be ever an engage- 
ment upon me to shew all meekness to all 
men; and bear the ignorance and weakness, 
the follies and mistakes, the wrongs and in- 
dignities of my fellow creatures ; seeing I my-- 
self am undone, without the forbearance. of 
God, and having nothing to hope for, and to 
comfort myself in, but the finding of such fa- 
vor at thy hands. O teach 
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O teach and help us all to live in peace, and 
to love in truth; follow peace. with all men, 
and walking in love as Christ loved us, that 
we may be united and knit together as fellow 
members of the same body, whereof he is the 
glorious head ; who, though extremely wrong- 
ed and provoked, yet did not cry, nor lift up, 
nor cause his voice to be heard in the streets. 
Of whom Jet me learn such meekness and low- 
liness of heart, that in him I may find rest for 
my soul. O my God! suppress all bitter re- 
sentments in my mind ; and let the law of kind- 
ness be in my tongue, and a meek and quiet 
spirit shewing itself in all the conduct of my 
life. And, Lord, make us all so gentle and 
peaceable, and easy to be intreated, and hard to 
be provoked, that we may be followers of God, 
as dear children; and that thou, the God of 
peace, mayest be with us, and delight to dwell 
amongst us, and rejoice over us, to do us good, 
for thy mercy’s sake, in Jesus Christ. .dmen. 


A Prayer under Abuses and Provocations. 


O MOST high and wise, holy and righteous 
Judge of all the earth, the great Author 
and lover of peace and truth ! thou knowest my 
foolishness, and my sins are not hid from thee. 
How far I have been accessory to pull down 
these troubles and mischiefs upon my own 
head; and how much worse than any of these 
I deserve at thy hands, is all naked and open to 
thine eyes. I submit, Lord, to thy sy 

who 
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who dost often use such instruments of thy 
displeasure. And O that the ill-will of mien 
may quicken me the more to examine myself 
for that which is offensive in thy sight; and 
make me more careful to have my heart right 
with God; and to ingratiate myself with heay- 
en: which will more than recompence for the 
Joss of any one’s favor in the world. 

But seeing my heart condemns menot in the 
present case, for being the cause of all this 
wrath and clamor, and malice and vengeance ; 
and herein I apprehend myself now to suffer 
wrongfully, being slanderously reported, false- 
ly accused, shamefully and despitefully used, 
and hated without a cause; I take the boldness 
to pour out my complaint before thee, O God, 
and to shelter myself under the shadow of thy 
wings. Plead my cause, O Lord, with them 
that strive with me; and save me from those 
that rise up against me. Though for my love, 
they are my adversaries, let me give myself to 
prayer; and not avenge myself, but give place 
unto wrath, and commit my cause to thee that 
judgest righieously. O convince my adversa- 
ries of the error they .are in; and turn them 
from the ill-way they are upon: And the re- 
mainder of their wrath, O do thou restrain, 
and here make me a way to escape, as thou 
hast so often been my help. gigval 

Lconfess, O Lord, thou mightest justly use 
them that provoke me, as thy scourge to chas- 
tise me, for provoking thee; and I know not but 
such may now be thy pleasure. O help me then 

| . patiently 
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patiently to bear the indignation of the Lord; 
beéause I have so greatly sinned against thee ; 
anid: however I am pursued and struck at, O let 
me not render evil for evil, nor railing for rail- 
ing, but contrariwise, blessing ; considering 
him that endured so great contradiction of 
sinners against himself, that I be not wearied 
and faint in my mind. If the man after thy own 
heart had so many bitter implacable enemies, 
that not only traduced his name, but sought his 
life ; if thy holy Apostle was called a babbler 
and troubler of the world, and a pestilent fellow, 
not fit to live; yea, if the Son of thy eternal 
love had the report of a wine-bibber, a friend 
of publicans and sinners, a deceiver of the peo- 
ple, and a dealer with the devil; if he that 
deserved so well of men, fared so ill at their 
hands; if he that did no sin was persecuted, as 
if he had been the chief of sinners; if he suf- 
fered sc much evil, who never deserved any, 
O why should such an unworthy sinful wretch 
as I, to whom belongs confusion of face, and 
the worst punishment, so heinously resent it 
as insufferable, to be set at nought, and but to 
endure the correction of my own wickedness; 
though I deserve it not from them, yet, O how 
much worse da I deserve from thy heavenly 
Majesty, offended by my sins, who mayest 
justly pay me by their hands ; let men then say, 
or do what they can against me, O let me be as 
a deaf man that heareth not; and as a dumb 
man that opens not his mouth ; little regard- 
ing the anger of man, if I can but be happy ve 

the 
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the favor of my God. O Lord, keep back 
thy servant from giving any just provocation ; 
and let me not suffer as an evil-doer; nor let 
the woe be to me, because offence cometh by 
me; and then, when persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake, I shall rejoice and bless thy name, 
and give thee thanks and praise for all thy grace 
and goodness to me in Jesus Christ. .dmen. 


A Prayer under Infamy and Disgrace. 


LORD! righteousness belongs to thee; 
but to me confusion of face, as it is this 
day. Shame is the portion of my sins; and I 
deserve no better than to be slighted and des- 
pised myself, who have so slighted thy laws, 
and despised the glorious Majesty of heaven. 
If I had been innocent, I might have been con- 
fident to lift up my face without spot; but woe 
is me that I have sinned, to make myself vile, 
and fit only to be trampledon. As far as lam 
obnoxious and guilty, I take shame to myself, 
as the reward of my folly and wickedness. And 
O that I may so feel it here, that I may not 
hereafter awake to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt. And let not any that wait on thee, O 
Lord God of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: 
yea, where I suffer wrongfully, yet Lord, help 
me to take it patiently. Though I am reproach- 
ed for the name of Christ, and persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, let me not droop under the 
censures and scorns of men, if I can but find 
acceptance and favor in thy sight. Seeing it is _ 
not 
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not men’s applause or reproach, that can make 
us happy or miserable, though we have their 
good opinion and commendation, we are never 
the better when out with heaven: and though 
we have lost ourselves with them, we are never 
the worse, when we approve ourselves to Him 
that searches our hearts. Thy word, O Lord, 
gives us encouragement, suffering as Chris- 
tians, that we should not be ashamed, but glorify 
thee on this behalf. And thy apostles who were 
made as the filth of the world ; andthe offscour- 
ing of all things, rejoiced that they were count- 
ed worthy to suffer shame for the name of Je- 
sus. Though I pass through evil report, as well 
as good ; O what a small thing it is to be judg- 
ed of man’s judgment! And if thou, my God, 
wilt have me to be low in the world, yea, even 
a hissing and proverb of reproach, let me bear 
thy indignation, and submit to thy correction ; 
not so much concerned for the disgrace, as to 
remove the cause; and be more careful and dil- 
igent to please the Lord, and to seek the hon- 
or that is of God. 

If men speak evil of what they understand 
not, and perverse scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, oppose and deride me, contradicting 
and blaspheming thy truths, O let not thy holy 
religion ever sink in my thoughts for any of 
their hard speeches, or coarse usage; but look- 

ing unto Jesus, the Sun of righteousness, that 
once lay under clouds, the Lord of glory, who 
bore such reproach and infamy, who heard ill 
from the world though he never did evil iB ae 
fe ; 
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life; and was despised and rejected of mer, 
though he deserved so much better than ever 
any did from them; let me little regard what 
names they call any of his household, who can 
call the master of the house as bad. But may 
I still follow my blessed Saviour, in meekness 
and patience ; having my eyes and dependence 
upon the great Author and Finisher of our 
faith; who first despising, and then surmount- 
ing the shame, art now set down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high : and from thence 
shalt come in greatest glory to judge the world: 
whose name be ever blessed, world without 
end. Amen. 


A Prayer for our Enemies. 


LORD of love, the Prince of peace, thou 

hast told us, that thou camest to send a 
sword and fire upon earth; and that it must 
needs be, that offences come. Even the best 
of men, in passing through this’ tumultuous 
world are often jostled and evil entreated. 
And if it be the lot of thy own holy followers 
to have hatred and tribulation in the world, O 
what am I, vile sinner, that I should look to be 
exempted from this common portion ! Such as 
'T have made my enemies, by my folly and mis- 
carriage, Lord, incline and enable me to ap- 
pease and gain them; and so direct my ways 
to please thee, that thou mayest make them be 
at peace with me. And such as are my ene- 
mies wrongfully, Lord lay not this sin to their 
charge, 
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charge, but forgive them, and open their eyes, 
and pacify their minds, and turn’ their hearts, 
that they may see their error, and first be re- 
conciled unto God, and then live with their 
brethren, in unity and godly love; and that, 
at last, I may meet them in the arms of Jesus 
Christ : and those that will not cease from hat- 
ing, Lord prevent them from hurting me ; or, 
though they. do me hurt, let me endeavor to 
do them good; and not hate but love my ene- 
mies, for thy sake who hast commanded us 
to love them ; and who didst express the high- 
est love to us in dying for us, even when we 
were thy enemies. Let me consider them as 
thy rod, and the staff of thy indignation, in all 
that I suffer from them, that instead of striving 
to avenge myself, I may submit to thy hand. 

O, good Lord! mortify in all of us the car- 
nal mind, that is enmity agaist God, and those 
lusts that war in our members, from whence 
come wars and fightings amongst us. Turn 
all our enmity agaist the common enemies of 
our souls; and join all our hearts to thee, in 
thy true fear and love, and that we may not 
meditate revenge, but study to be quiet ; nor 
foment and pursue our quarrels, but follow af- 
ter the things that make for peace; and with 
one mind, and with one mouth, glorify our God, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer under Crosses and Disappointments 
in our Affairs. 


MY Lord! I live by thee, and do contin- 

ually depend upon thee, for life and 
breath and all things. Thy providence has 
appointed my stations, and disposes whatever 
concerns me in the world; if not so much as 
a sparrow falls on the ground without thee, 
and the very hairs of our head are all number- 
ed; thou canst not be unconcerned in the 
changes and accidents that befall thy servants : 
and whatever instruments and occasions have 
been in the way, it is thy pleasure, that so it 
should be with me as it is. Restrain me, there- 
fore, O Lord, from fretting myself to do evil. 
And help me to take up my cross, and follow 
my meek and lowly- Saviour, in self-denial 
and quiet submission to the will of my heaven- 
ly Father. 

O who am J, sinful wretch, who have so 
much displeased thee, that I should never be 
crossed, nor have any thing to trouble me! 
Thy will be done, O Lord, how much soever it 
goes against flesh and blood. And let me eyer 
design thy glory, and endeavor to conform to 
thy pleasure, whether it make for or against 
me, in any respects of this life. O that I may 
learn obedience, by the things which I suffer! 
that I may not be worse, but better in my spir- 
itual concerns, for these rubs and disappoint- 
ments in matters of the world. And O that 
the adverse things which interrupt and trouble 

me 
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me in my designs and enterprizes here, may 
turn all to the glory of thy name, and to the 
furtherance of my comfortable accounts in the 
hour of death, and in the great day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer under Losses and Damage in our 
Goods and Estate. 


LESSED Lord! thou art the great pro- 
prictor and owner of whatever we have to 
enjoy: The world is thine, and the fulness 
thereof: Thou givest, and thou takest away : 
blessed be thy name in all. Thou hast made me 
abound in’ many things which others are des- 
titute of ; and if thou also makest me want what 
others abound with, yet teach me, my God, 
how to be abased, and to suffer need, as well 
as how to abound: and in whatsoever estate I 
am, therewith to be content: Seeing all these 
things come alike to all; and no one knows 
love or hatred, by what is here before him. 
And as it will profit a man nothing to gain the 
whole world and lose his soul, so all the losses 
in the world cannot undo him, whose soul is 
safe in thy hands. O let me not grieve there- 
fore, as if I were undone, for what I have 
lost; but cheerfully commit myself to thee, to 
choose my inheritance for me ; and be least of 
all concerned for my worldly portion, so that 
I may but see the joy of thy salvation. And 
Lord repair to me these damages, an infinitely 
better way, out of thy own fulness, with the 
more precious things that accompany salva- 
$2 tion ; 
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tion: that I may imitate thy holy servants of 
old, who took joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods, as knowing that they had in heaven a 
better and an enduring substance. O make me 
now the more solicitous and industrious to lay 
up my treasure in heaven; when I see how lit- 
tle any thing is to be confided in here on earth. 
O let me look less upon these temporal things 
that are seen; and be most of all concerned, 
that I lose not the blessed things eternal, but 
provide so well for my soul, and be so rich, to- 
wards God, that when all here shall fail me, thou 
mayest never fail me, but be the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer under Confinement and Loss of Li- 
berty. 


'@) Lord my God, infinitely kind and good! 
I have through thy gracious indulgence 
long enjoyed my freedom in the world; and 
been permitted to go in and out, whither I 
would, at my pleasure ; but now that I am un- 
der restraint, and confined -to this place, O how 
much sorer affliction ought I with patience to 
endure for turning my liberty into licentious- 
ness, and flying out, as I have done, into wild 
excesses and disorders, to wander from thee, 
_and weary myself in the ways of wickedness ! 
This confinement I acknowledge to be but 
the easy correction of my extravagance, who 
deserve to be shut up in the eternal prison, 
from whence there is no redemption ; but for 
thy dear Son, my blessed Saviour’s sake, I beg, 

7 ae Lord, 
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Lord, that this restraint may not be in judgment 
but in mercy to me, that it may bring me to the 
consideration and repentance of all those vi- 
cious liberties which I have taken, to live af- 
ter my own foolish and hurtful lusts ; and that 
it may remove me out of the way of such temp- 
tations and opportunities of sinning against 
thee, and engage me more closely and dutifully 
to attend upon thee, that in thy service I may 
find a better freedom than the freedom which I 
have lost; having free access into thy presence 
and boldness at the throne of grace, and deliv- 
erance from the bondage of my sins, and pow- 
er to tread down the enemies of my soul, and to 
bring them under, that have reigned over me. 
O that I may now be crucified to the world, 
as well as sequestered from it, that I may not 
be turned off with regret and a heavy heart, but 
may leave it in affection, as I am now shut out 
from its conversation ; that I may in heart and 
mind ascend and dwell above, and have my 
conversation in heaven, and such fellowship 
with thee, my God and Saviour, which I may 
infinitely prefer above all the society and en- 
joyments of the world. If the Son of God shall 
make me free, I shall be free indeed. O bring 
my soul out of prison, the horrible pit of my 
sins and fears, that I may not there be kept in 
durance to the judgment of the great day ; and 
I will then praise thy name, let my body be 
shut-up in ever so narrow a compass. O set 
my feet in such a large room, my affections 
at liberty to enjoy thy infinite self, and to expa- 
tate 
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tiate in thy heavenly kingdom, that is bound- 
less and everlasting ; and make me a fellow- 
citizen with the sats, and of the household of 
God; and then, though I lie ina jail, and ina 
grave, yet I shall be a prisoner of hope, looking 
for that blessed hope, to be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liber- 
ties of the children of God; even for his sake, 
who, for ours, was apprehended and confined, 
and put to death, and laid in the grave, and 
now liveth and reigneth with thy eternal self, 
and Holy Spirit, over all, God blessed for 
evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer under sad Accidents and Disasters 
Salling on the Body. . 


LORD, Most High! the all disposing 

God ! thou hast taught us, that affliction 

rises not out of the dust, nor comes by chance, 
without thy appomtment; but is the messenger 
dispatched on thy errands, who hast an over- 
ruling hand in all these disasters that befal us, 
whatever else be the occasion of our hurts: 
and still thou hast good reason to do as thou 
dost, though the reason may be hid from us. 
I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, 
and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me. 
O why should a living man complain, a man for 
the punishment of his sins ? GreatGod! I hum- 
bly submit to thy hand, and will bear the effects 
of thy displeasure, which I have pulled down 
upon myself. O my Lord, give me patience, 
and strength, and grace proportionable to this 
great 
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great trial; and enable me so to demean myself 
under it, that after the affliction’I may find 
cause to say, it.was good for me to be afflicted. 
‘Thou that hast torn and smitten; thou alone 
art able to heal, and bind up my breaches! O 
wilt thou remember me in my low estate, out 
of that mercy of thine which endures for ever ; 
and help me to find out the cursed things that 
have provoked thee so to stretch out thy hand 
upon me. O that I may search and try my 
ways, and turn to the Lord, and bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance; and for his sake 
who was wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities, Lord forgive, and 
heal my soul that has sinned against thee; and 
in good time, repair the breaches made upon 
my body too, if it seem good in thy sight, and 
make me to hear joy and gladness, that the 
bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

If thou wilt, Lord, thou canst make me 
whole. O may it be thy gracious pleasure to 
work so wonderfully for me, and glorify thy 
power and mercy in my help and recovery ; or 
however thou shalt dispose of this vile body, 

t me, O my God, an humble resignation to 
thy will, and satisfaction with thy dealings, and 
make this sad dispensation which is so griev- 
ous for the time, gracious in the issue. O 
make it the messenger of thy love to my soul, 
and the means of converting and sanctifying it, 
and preparing it for the Lord, and fitting it to 
receive all the saving mercies of God, in Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
A Prayer 


[ 190 J] 
A Prayer for a blind Man. 


O LORD our God, thou art light, and in 
thee is no darkness at all; thou hast cre- 
ated the light and the sun, and givest both the 
power of seeing and objects to be seen: it is a 
pleasant thing to behold the: light ; but of 
that sweet benefit thou hast thought fit to de- 
prive thy servant. O blessed be thy name, 
even taking away as well as giving, for thou art 
wise and just, and good in all; every thing that 
happens to us is of thy appointment, Lord of 
all, who hast made us, and mayest do what thou 
wilt with thy own; yetthere is no unrighteous- 
ness with God; but whatever thou dost, is 
meet and right to be done, though many of thy 
providential ways are here in the dark to all, 
as now all thy visible works are darkness to 
thy servant; yea, Lord, thou art gracious in 
all that thou bringest upon us; and canst bring 
the greatest good every out of the worst evil 
that befals us; and thyself art infinitely better 
to all thy servants than their eyes, and all the 
things that ever eyes beheld. 

Thy servant here desires, with meekness 
and patience, to submit to thy heavy stroke ; 
and confesses that thou art just in quenching 
that light of his eyes, which he did not use as 
he ought to thy glory. eat 

But wilt thou, O gracious Lord, in judgment 
remember mercy ; and bless to him this thy 
afflicting hand upon him, that it may promote 
his repentance and peace with-God; and may 

» cut 
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cut off all the occasions of worse stumbling and 
falling, than any. whereto his present darkness 
may expose him; that so many temptations, 
which enter in at the eyes, being taken away, 
he, freed from those interruptions and distrac- 
tions, may better attend on the Lord, and be 
more intent upon the concerns of the soul; and 
more curious and exact in looking inward to 
the things between God and his heart ; and in 
pressing after a better hght than that which 
thou hast taken from him. Lord, as thou hast 
shewed thy sovereignty and justice, in taking 
away his sight, so let thy work of power and 
mercy be made manifest, both in ministering 
comforts to him, and enabiing him contentedly 
_ and cheerfully to bear up under the loss; and 
also making it up to him in so much a better 
way, that he may be a gainer by it in his spirit- 
ual affairs, and what pertains to his eyerlast- 
ing bliss. O good God! -bring him out of the 
sinful darkness into thy marvellous light, that 
he may be light in the Lord, though he wants 
the light of this world. 

O thou Father of lights, enlighten the eyes of 
his understanding, that he may see what ts the 
hope of thy calling, and what the riches of the 
glory of thy inheritance in the saints, and what 
the mighty power of thy Spirit which works 
in them that do believe. Now that he cannot 
behold the temporal things, O that he may be 
more earnest in looking atter the unseen things 
which are eternal; in looking to Jesus, and 
minding the things of his peace and studying 

‘ the 
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the mysteries of salvation, and the wonders of 
thy love, and the glories of thy kingdom. O 
thou Giver of all grace! give him the eye of 
faith, and spiritual discerning, to see him that 
is invisible, whom no mortal eye hath seen or 
can see. Gracious Lord, discover thyself still 
more and more to him, and reveal thy Son in 
him, and. teach and guide him, and entertain 
him with thoughts and considerations pertinent 
to his condition ; and let thy good Spirit, as a 
counsellor and comforter, still abide in him and 
bring to his mind, and work upon his heart, all 
things that shall make for his edification and 
encouragement in thy holy ways; have com- 
passion upon him, O Lord, and be gracious 
and kind to him, and do all that thou know- 
est needful and good for him, and lead him, 
and help him on continually, till in thy light, 
he shall see light, and-have his eyes opened at 
the last to see the splendor of thy kingdom, 
and all the joy of thy salvation; yea, to see 
thy glorious face, to see thee as thou art, and 
to know as he is known in that heavenly prc- 
sence of thine, where is fulness of joy ; there 
to be ever with the Lord, and to enjoy thy sight 
and love, and blessed self, world without end. 
Amen. 


A Prayer under grievous Pains. 


LORD, thou art a merciful God, and 

dost not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men but when the necessity of our 
case calls for sharp applications ; thou chastisest 
us 
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us for our profit, that we may be partakers of 
thy holiness. Blessed is the man whom thou 
chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out of 
thy law! O that it may be in much mercy to 
the soul of thy servant, that thy hand is so 
hard upon him at present! Now that thou hast 
cast him into the furnace, O that it may be 
a means to purge out his dross, and to fit him 
for thy acceptable use and service. O that he 
may learn such things in the school of affliction, 
ag#may stand him in stead, and do him good 
for ever. 

But thou, O God of consolation, who know- 
est our frame, and how little it is that we can 
endure, though it be so much that we deserve, 
be pleased to remember him im mercy; and 
make his sufferings less, or thy grace in him, 
and his patience and spiritual strength, greater 
than all his sufferings. O take the load off 
him or lighten it to him, or enable him to bear 
what thou art pleased to lay upon him. Lord, 
all his desire is before thee, and his groaning 
is not hid from thee. O regard his affliction 
when thou hearest his cry; and enter not 
into judgment with him according to the de- 
sert of his sins; but according to thy mercy 
remember thou him, for thy goodness sake in 
Jesus Christ. O gracious Father, sanctify to 
him what thou hast laid upon him, that the 
present sore evil may have a comfortable issue, 
and work for his spiritual and eternal good ; 
and the Lord support, and bear him up under 
it, and bring hinmy safe and happily out of it, . 
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the rejoicing of thy servant, and to the glory of 
thy name; and however thou shalt deal with 
him, O good Lord, suppress all his repinings 
at thy dealings, that he may not so sin as to 
charge God foolishly, who never dost the thing 
but what is most righteous and fit to be done ; 
yet nothing but what thy servant shall once 
have cause to bless and praise thee for doing : 
but teach and help him to glorify God in the 
time of his visitation, by his humble submis- 
sion to thy will, his patient abiding of thy hang 
and his faithful reformation under it, that thou 
mayest return with the visitations of thy love, 
and restore ease and comfort to him, and shew 
him the joy of thy salvation, for thy own mer- 
cy’s sake in Jesus Christ. Amen. . 


A Prayer under dangerous Sickness. 


LORD God Almighty, and ever blessed, 
in whom we ail ever live, and move, and 
are; we acknowledge it to be of thy mercies 
we are not consumed, because thy compassions 
fail not.. If thou hadst, long before this time, 
cut us off in our sins, and shut us up under 
final despair of thy mercy, yet righteous hadst 
thou been, O Lord; and how justly mightest 
thou now refuse to hear us calling upon thee 
in our prayers, as we so often have refused to 
hear thee calling upon us by the motions of 
Holy Spirit ;, but thou art God, and not maf ; 
and thy thoughts, are not as our thoughts, 
nor thy ways as our ways; but as the heavens 
are 
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are higher than the earth, so are thy thoughts 
and thy ways above ours.’ Thou art our refuge 
and strength, and present help in time of need 
and trouble ; in which times thou hast com- 
manded us to call upon thee, and hast promised 
to hear us, and to give us cause to praise and 
glorify thee for thy goodness and mercy to us. 
And now we come to thee, O Lord our God, 

in behalf of this thy servant, that lies here in 
a low and distressed state under thy chastening 
hand. Look down, we beseech thee, merci- 
fully upon him: and be thou gracious and fa- 
vorable to him, according to they necessities 
of his case, and according to the multitude of 
thy tender mercies in Christ Jesus; in as great 
danger as he is, yet if thou wilt, O Lord, thou 
canst set him up, and make him whole: if 
thou but speak the word, the thing will be 
done. And in submission to thy most wise 
and good disposal of all things,,.we would beg 
this mercy at thy hands, that thou wouldst be 
pleased to rebuke his distemperfto remove thy 
stroke and cause the bitter cup which thou 
hast given him to pass away from him, and 
make him a way to escape out of the afiliction 
that is upon him; and to this end, that thou 
wouldst direct to the means proper for his help, 
and command a blessing upon them to promote 
his recovery. Spare him, good Lord, and 
restore him, if it be thy will, that he may have 
4, long time to work out his salvation, and be 
more useful in his place, and do more good 
in his generation; or however thou shalt be 
pleased 


196 A Prayer 


pleased.to deal with him as to the concerns of 
his body, which we pray may be in a way of 
gentleness and tender mercy; yet, Lord, Ict 
his soul be ever precious in thy sight ; and may 
this sickness of his body be for the health of 
that immortal better part, to promote his sal- 
yation everlasting. 

O give him a right discerning of the things 
belonging to his peace, before they be hid from 
his eyes ; shew him what he is to do; enable 
him for the doing of it, that he may have the 
sound peace with God, through Jesus Christ ; 
give him the true repentance towards God, and 
the right faith in the only Saviour of the world ; 
wash and cleanse his soul with the blood of thy 
Son, and the graces of thy Spirit, that it may 
be delivered from all defilements it has con- 
tracted in this present evil world, and be found. 
safe and happy in the hour.of death, and in the 
. great day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fit him, 

~O Lord, for living or dying, whatever im thy 
wise and rigliteous providence thou hast de- 
signed for him, that it may be unto him Christ 
to live, and gain to die; that, in all, he may 
_ find cause to glorify thy name, till experiencing 
thy gracious goodness to him in the Son of thy 
love: if thou shalt please yet to release him 
from his bed of languishing, to live longer 
upon earth, O that he may live to thee in thy 
fear, and tO thy praise, and do thee yor 

service, and bring thee greater glory; or, 
thou hast determined that this sickness shall be 
a sickness unto death; and this Me 
ast 
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Jast. visitation, prepare him, O merciful God, 
by thy grace, for thy blessed self; and grant 
him a safe and comfortable passage out of this 
wretched life, to an infinitely better, through 
the merits and mediation of thy beloved Son, 
our only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer under lingering Sickness. 


GOOD God, thou hast long kept thy 
servant under thy chastening hand ; thou 

hast made him acquainted with grief, and his 
sickness is become even his old familiar. com- 
panion ; yet, O-blessed Lord, grant that we may 
not think it long to wait thy leisure, who art 
pleased to wait so long for the return of a sin- 
ner ; and who art very pitiful and of tender mer- 
cy, haying kind intentions, even in thy bitter 
dispensations ; yea, chastenest whom theu lov- 
est, and scourgest every son whom thou receiv- 
est. Teach him, O gracious Father, to see love 
in thy rod, as well as justice in all thy dealings, 
that he may humble himself under thy mighty 
hand, and also think it good for him to be af- 
flicted: and patiently wait for the Lord, in | 
hope of good out of this evil, and at lasta happy 
conciusion of the long visitation. Blessed be 
thy name, O Father of mercies, that thou dost 
not pour out all thy wrath; but in judgment re- 
membcrest mercy, tomake the affliction suppor- 
table, giving some ease and relaxation from tor- 
turing pains, and mingling many sweet ingredi- 
ents with this bitter cup. O make him so sen- 
T2 sible 
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sible of thy kindness and love, that he may be 
not only contented, but thankful under thy hand. 

Yet, that his faith may not fail, nor his pa- 
tience be wearied out, return, O Lord of love, 
at the last, and give thy servant a discharge 
from this warfare ; and say to the affliction, It 
isenough. Make him glad, according to the 
time wherein thou hast afflicted him,and where- 
in he has seen so much adversity : and till thou 
hast been pleased to remember him im such 
mercy, O grant that he may neither despise 
thy chastening, nor faint under thy rebukes ; 
but take all as he ought, and employ the time 
which thou lendest, and improve the affliction 
which thou continuest, as a gracious opportu- 
nity for his soul’s advantage ; that under the 
decays of the outer man the inner‘may be re- 
newed day by day; and all that is wanting in 
his spiritual concerns may be filled up, and 
whatever pertains to his everlasting salvation 
promoted and perfected, through the riches of 
thy grace, and the multitude of thy mercies in 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for one that is stupified, or Light- 
headed. 


THOU great Makerand Preserverofmen, 
‘@) who knowest our frame and our frailty, 
how soon our senses may fail us, and our un- 
derstanding depart from us; to what accidents, 
distempers and decays our weak nature is liable, 
even such as may make the most aceute and ju- 
dicious men quickly become as a child or ie 


for the Light-headed. 199 


and turn all our wisdom and ingenuity into folly 
and frenzy. Weare every one of us inthy hands, 
O Lord, to be used as thou wilt ; to have our 
speech and sense, yea, our very breath and life 
taken away when thou pleasest. Thou art right- 
eous in all that comes upon us; and who shall 
say unto thee, What doest thou? Yet, even in 
chastising and correcting, thou keepest a mea- 
sure, and dost not forget thy mercy and com- 
passion, nor drivest us away from the throne of 
grace, but biddest us call upon thee in our trou- 
bles, and art still attentive to the prayers of thy 
servants; yea, waitest to be gracious, and wilt 
not let them seek thy face in vain. Hear us, 
O Father of mercies, we beseech thee ; and let 
thy mercy now be shewed to thy poor weak 
distempered servant according to the exigence 
of his case, in the time of his need. 

Thou, O God, all-sufficient, who createst fa- 
culties, canst as easily restore them and give 
light and understanding even to the simple; and 
scatter all the clouds, and supply and rectify 
every thing that is defective and amiss. O that 
thou wouldst be pleased to shew thyself so gra- 
ciously and powerfully in the present case, and 
repair the breaches made upon thy servant ; 
and give him sense and apprehension sufficient 
to discern the state of his soul, and to sce the 
things of his peace. 

Thou Lord Almighty, who didst command 
the light to shine out of darkness, and often 
bringest order and beauty even out of confusion 
and deformity, canst lighten the darkest mind, 

inform 
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inform the weakest head, and regulate the wild- 
est imagination; yea, thou canst speak imme- 
diately to the heart, and incline and secure it to 
thyself; and canst convey instruction, and all 
suitable relief, where the doors are shut up 
against us. O God of all power and love, wilt 
thou speak to the soul of thy servant, so that 
it may observe thy voice; and:seize that pre- 
cious jewel for thy own, that it may be safe in 
ihy hands. Lord, direct and quicken, help and 
assist him, where we cannot, and do the great 
work of grace, worthy of the wonder working 
God, to effect salvation for him by thy own 
self, in the failure of outward means. and appli- 
cations. O have pity upon his infirmities,and 
be merciful to his mistakes and failings, his 
rovings and follies; give him, gracious God, 
a broken, penitent heart, and a believing, wil- 
ling mind; and then accept him in thy beloved 
Son, according to what he hath; and of thy rich 
grace, make him an entrance into thy everlast- 
img kingdom, where all the shadows being yan- 
ished and gone, he may see light in thy light, 
and joyfully give thee praise and glory to all 
eternity. Be gracious, O geod Lord, and in- 
dulgent to him ; and do ail that thou knowest 
to be needful and good for him, through the 
mediation, and for the merits of him who took 
part of our flesh and blood, that he might be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; and 
to thy mercy, in that our merciful and faithful 
High Priest, we commit this infirm member of 
his mystical body, beseeching thee, O blessed’ 

Lord 
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Lord our God, to shew thyself unto him a 
compassionate and tender Father, in the same 
Jesus Christ our only Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer for a sick Child. 
@) GOD of the spirits of all flesh, the only 


Giver and Preserver of life in every living 
soul; the smallest, as well as the greatest, are 
thy work and thy care; and neither without the 
compass of thy providence, nor below the no- 
tice and regard of our heavenly Father, who 
though so great above all, yet despiseth not 
any! O dear Lord, let thy thoughts be full of 
pity and tender mercy to this poor sick child, 
for whose afflictions we are now concerned ; and 
send him that relief and comfort from above, 
which none of us are able to give ; either light- 
en the load, or increase the strength to bear 
it; and deal gently and graciously with him, 
good Lord, beyond what we are worthy to ask 
at thy hands, even for thy own goodness and 
mercy’s sake. Spare him, O Father of mer- 
cies, and grant him ease and release from his 
trouble ; yea, make haste to deliver him, we 
beseech thee ; and in submission to thy will 
we beg the recovery of his health, and the con- 
tinuance of his life, to be spent in thy fear, and 
to thy praise, that he may continue to do thee 
service, and bring thee glory in his days upon 
earth; but, forasmuch as children themselves, 
who are shapen in iniquity, and conceived in 
sin, are therefore subject to death, which reigns 

| even 
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even over them that have not sinned, after the 
similitude of Adam’s transgression, if thou art 
pleased, Lord, to take him away so early, O 
let it be in mercy, and prepare him then so for 
thyself, that it may be to him the greatest gain 
to die ; that he may not only be delivered from 
the miseries and dangers of this world, and that 
to come, but, by the quickest improvement, 
may be perfected in knowledge and grace, and 
made ripe and ready for heaven and eternal glo- 
ry, through the infinite satisfaction and merits 
of thy beloved Son, our compassionate Saviour, 
who so kindly embraced and blessed young 
children, and ever lives at thy right hand, to 
intercede for young and old; the only preyail- 
ing Advocate for us all. And to thy mercy in 
him, O most gracious God, we commend this 
afflicted child, beseeching thee to deal well by 
him, and be good and kind to him; and out of 
the riches of thy grace, provide and do abun- 
dantly, as thou knowest best for him, in life 
and death, and for evermore. Amen. 


4 Prayer for a dying Man past Hope of Re- 


covery. 


THE hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof 

in time of trouble! when all other hope 

and help fail, it is not in vain to seek unto thee 
for succor, who canst bring back from the 
mouth of the grave, and quicken the very 
dead; and where thou art not pleased any fur- 
ther to prolong the temporal life, yet canst de- 
liver from eternal death, and bring safe to the 
blessed 
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blessed life everlasting ; for the sake of which, 
no troubles or death should be thought too 
much to be endured ; if by any means we may 
attain to the joyful resurrection of the dead, 
and get safe to the heavenly Canaan, the land 
of the truly living, where death itself is swal- 
lowed up of life, and thy saints are above the 
danger of dying any more, and live full of joy 
to everlasting ages. We think it too late to 
beg the recovery of thy servant, O Lord, now 
that he seems to us going the way of all flesh, 
and justly launching forth into his everlasting 
condition ; but though the time of his departure 
appears to be at hand, yet we cannot think it 
too late to beg thy mercy for him, as long as 
his life is in him; and as we cannot choose but 
be greatly concerned for him, so we know not 
how better to express this our concern for him, 
than in beseeching thee to be good and gra- 
cious to him. 

O Lord our God, leave him not, nor forsake 
him, but support and assist him now in his 
sorest extremities, in his last agonies, when he - 
is to conflict with the king of terrors; let him 
find the most sweet and seasonable aids from 
the Almighty God of his salvation, and take 
him not out of this life till thou hast fitted him 
for a better. O thou ever-living God, stand 
by him in the dying hour, and secure him in 
thy hands from the daily enemies of his soul, 
and finish all that is wanting of the work of 
thy grace upon his heart; freely and fully par- 
don, and deliver him from all his sins, and 

accomplish 
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accomplish him to appear with comfort and 
rejoicing in thy blessed presence. O make his 
departure easy, and full of peace and hope ; 
carry him safe through the dark passage, upon 
which he is entering, and let him find it the 
gate of glory, and a door opened into the ever- 
lasting kmgdom and joy of his Lord. Into thy 
hands, Lord, we commend his spirit; O thou 
Father of mercies, be merciful to him, and re- 
ceive his departing soul ; and when he is num- 
bered among the dead, let him be also num- 
bered among the redeemed and blessed of the 
Lord, for his sake, who himself died for sin- 
ners, and rose again, and lives, and is alive for 
evermore, and has the keys of death and hell. 
To thy mercy, in that blessed Saviour of the 
world, O most merciful Father, we now hum- 
bly recommend him: beseeching thee to be all 
in all to him, and infinitely better than we are 
worthy or able to ask for him; and let him be 
thine in life and death, and for evermore, 
through the all-sufficient merits and mediation 
of thy dear Son, our most prevailing Advocate 
and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer upon the News of others? Death. 
6: LORD, the ever-living and all disposing 


God, in whose hands our breath is, and 
at wliose call we must all be gone out of this 
world and our place here will beno more found! 
O what is man, every man living, even at his 
best estate, but altogether vanity! What man 
is he that liveth, and shall not see — 

€ 
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The great and the mean, the wise and the fool- 
ish, good and bad, all yield up the ghost, and 
eo down to the grave. Thou art pleased, O 
my God, to give the advantage of seeing many, 
my neighbors and acquaintance, taken away 
to their long home before me, and leavest me 
yet standing the living monument of thy good- 
ness ; with these opportunities to appear before 
thee, in that day of grace, which through the 
forbearance of my God, is yet over me. 
what am I better than all my fathers and bre- 
thren, that I should be exempted from the 
common portion of all men living, when it is 
appointed to all men once to die: and I am as 
sure of my own dying as if I were already 
dead! O let me not be as the brutes that have 
no understanding, without mindfulness of my 
mortality, or consideration of my latter end ; 
but in the death of others, let me see, as in a 
glass, my own frail and uncertain state in the 
present world ; how slippery is my standing, 
and how soon I must follow all the vast multi- 
tude that are gone before me out of the land of 
the living. O let me make full account of it, 
and so live as one that surely expects to die, 
that when my own turn shall come, I may not 
go off with a heavy heart, but depart in peace, 
and sleep in Jesus, having my soul safe in thy 
hands, and my. body resting in hope of glori- 
ously rising at the last day through him who 
is the resurrection and the life, our blessed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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[ 206] 
A Prayer upon the Death of our dear Friends. 


REAT God, the Lord of all, thou dost 
whatsoever thou pleasest in heaven and 
in earth; and who may call in question any 
thing which thou dost! Thou givest and tak- 
est away, raisest and dashest our hopes, send- 
est and destroyest our comforts, and thou art 
wise and righteous, and good in all ; it is just 
we should be deprived of the enjoyments which 
we nothing but slight and abuse; yea, it is 
good for us to have those things taken from us, 
which our abuse makes hurtful to us: blessed 
be thy name, then even when thou takest away, 
as well as when thou givest; yet,O Lord, who 
art justly displeased for our sins, in mercy turn 
these losses to the advantage of my soul, and 
so repair the breaches out of thy own infinite 
fulness, that I may find thy own blessed self 
unto me more and better than many, even such, 
friends and comforters; they were but the in- 
struments and means of conveyance ; thou the 
eternal spring and fountain of all good, art still 
the same, and amidst all these changes, never 
changest at all; and what thou didst derive to 
me by such means, thou canst more than make 
out to me another way. 

O my heavenly Father, take my eyes, and 
heart, and hope of such poor dying comforts, to 
fix them upon the only satisfying good ; in the 
enjoyment of which consists all my true life, 
and peace and bliss; and let the good empti- 

. ness 
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ness and frequent disappointments that I find 

in all the comforts of creatures and all the en- 

joyments of the world, teach me more wisdom 

than to place my affections and dependence up- 

on them ; and help to disengage and loosen my 

heart from them, and raise up my desires and — 
hopes to the glorious permanent objects so 

infinitely to be preferred before them. O let 

me be more crucified to the world, where is 

nothing but emptiness and. frustration, vanity 

and vexation of spirit; and may I have my 

conyersation more in heaven, where is my 

blessed Lord, and all his happy followers, of 
whom the world was not worthy, and every 

thing that the soul of man can want or wish, 

O God of the spirits of all flesh, especially of 
the just made perfect, help me so to follow thy 

servants, my friends, departed in the Lord, that 

I with them, may attain at last, to live in the 

sight and presence, in the love and praises, and 

in the fellowship and enjoyment of thee, my 

God, blessed for ever. Amen. 


A Prayer for Patience. - 
‘@) ‘MY God! thou knowest what an evil 


world we live in, which I help to make 
still worse by my sins ; and I that have done so 
little good, and so much evil, must not look 
for all good, and no evil at the hands of God. 
In the world, thou hast told us we shall have 
tribulation ; ‘and O. that my tribulation may 
work patience, that I may go away oon 

wit 
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with the load thou hast been pleased to lay up- 
on me, and still possess my soul in patience, 
however tried by corrections from thy hand, or 
by injuries from the hands of men; to blame 
the instrument, or complain of thy providence, 
under the pressures lying upon me, will but 
torment, and break myself to pieces, and still 
add to that which I count so grievous to en- 
dure. O let me better provide for my own ease, 
as well as duty, than so to disquiet myself in 
vain ; and whatever thou dost with me, O Lord, 
let me be dumb, and not open my mouth to re- 
ply or murmur, because it is thy doing ; make 
me to acquiesce and rest satisfied, even in the 
bitterest dispensations of thy good providence ; 
contented with such things as I have, and pati- 
ent in the want of such comforts as I have not: 
and when nothing but trouble and sorrow is 
my portion, had I what my sins deserve, O let 
me not be querulous and forward, forasmuch 
as thou dealest not with me after my sins, nor 
rewardest me according to my iniquities ; but 
may I patiently encounter all difficulties and 
grievances in my passage through this weary 
troublesome world, knowing that the same af- 
flictions are accomplished in my brethren that 
are in the world ; and it -is but the common lot 
of all poor sinful mortals here uponearth. O 
make me patient to the coming of the Lord ; 
enduring all grievous things with a meek and 
quiet spirit, seeing they are happy that endure ; 
and such as endure to the end shall be saved: 
G my Lord, let no pains or.sufferings ever 

drive 
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drive me from thee, but rather be a means to 
bring me nearer to thee ; and Iet the remem- 
brance of the great day of the Lord, and the 
eternal state of the world to come, work in me 
a contempt of this world, mortification of my 
lusts, and patient abiding of the cross ; seeing 
it is of so little consideration, what we do en- 
joy or endure here for a short season, so that 
we be delivered from the wrath to come, and 
it may go well with us for ever. O let me, 
by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for 
glory and honor, and immortality, and count 
nothing in this world either dear to possess, or 
intolerable to suffer ; so that I may finish my 
course with joy, and at the last rest from all 
my labors and troubles, with the redeemed 
and blessed of the Lord ; which I wait and beg 
for at thy good hands, O my gracious Father, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for Preparation and Readiness to die. 


_ ORD, what is our life but a vapor that 
appears for a little time, and then vanish- 

eth away ! even at the longest, how short ; and 
at the strongest how frail! and when we think 
ourselves most Secure, yet we know not what a 
day may bring forth, to turn us out of all ; nor 
how soon thou mayest come, before we are 
aware, to call us to our last account. Quickly 
shall we be as water spilt on the ground, that 
cannot be gathered up again: quickly snatched 
away from hence, and our place here shall know 
U2 us 
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us no more for ever; our days, one after an- 
other, are spent apace, and we know not how 
near to us is our last day, when our bodies shall 
be laid up in the grave, and our souls called to 
appear at the tribunal of God, to receive our 
standing doom, for bliss or woe eternal. Yet, 

O good God, how have I lived in this world, 
as if I should never leave it ! how unmindful of 
my latter end! how improvident of my time ! 
how careless of my soul ! how negligent in my 
preparation for my everlastmg condition ! so 
that thou mayest justly bring my last hour as 
a snare upon me, to surprize me in my sins, 
and my unpreparedness to appear before thee. 
But, O dear Father of mercies, remember not 
my sins against me; but remember thy own 
‘tender mercies, and thy loving-kindnesses 
which have been ever of old. O remember how 
short my time is, and spare me, that I may re- 
cover my strength before I go hence, and be 
no more seen; make me so wise as to under- 
stand and consider: my latter end, and to re- 
member also, myself, the shortness of my 
time : and teach me so tonumber my days, that 
I may apply my heart to the true wisdom. Lord, 
what have I to do in this world, but to make 
ready for the world to come. O that I may be 
mindful of it, and intent upon it, to finish my 
work before I finish my course ! 

In the days of my health and peace, and 
prosperity, O that I may remember, and provide 
for the time of trouble and sickness, and death, 
when the world’s enjoyment shall shrink away 

from 


and Readiness to die. 211 


from me, and prove utterly unable to support 
and help me. O let me never allow myself in 
any course of living wherein I would be loth 
or afraid to die; butJet me see my sins die be- 
fore me, that they may never rise up in judg- 
ment against me, and enable me so to die unto 
them daily that I may not die for sin eternally. 
Instruct me, good Lord, and assist me in my 
great work of preparation for a dying hour, 
that I may not then be dreadfully surprized, 
but meet it with courage and comfort. O 
gracious God, shew me how to doit: quicken 
me mto a serious concernment about it, and 
help me with good success to perform it, that I 
‘may be fitted for heaven ere I leave this earth, 
and may have the sound peace with God, 
through Jesus Christ, before I depart hence 
into the state, where I must abide for ever. 
O my Lord, make me so ready to meet thee at 
thy coming, that thy coming may be the matter 
of my hopes and desires, and joyful expecta- 
tions, that I may love the appearance of Christ, 
who is my life, and long for that blessed time, 
when thou wilt put an everlasting period to all 
my sims and troubles, and temptations here, 
and exchange my present being in the body, 
to be ever with the Lord. O my strength, 
help me ‘so to live, as, at the hour of death, 
I shall wish that I had lived, and ‘so to make 
ready for death all my days, that at my last 
day I may have nothing to do but to die, and 
cheerfully ‘resign my spirit into thy gracious 
hands, O my Father, and find a merciful ed- 

mission 
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mission to thy favor, and to thy kingdom, 
for the sake of my only Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. , ms 


A Prayer in Public Commotions and Dis- 
tracttons. 


LMIGHTY Lord, the righteous God! 
thy judgments are in all the earth ; and 
it is no wonder if this wicked world should be 
also a troublesome world, where wars and ru- 
mors of wars are abroad, and the sword is mak- 
ing havoc among the nations; and though we 
have hitherto been kept from such wasting ca- 
lamities as have swept away multitudes of our 
brethren, yet thou, for our sins, hast now brok- 
en our nation, and made it tremble: O heal 
the breaches of it, for it shaketh. We have 
no sanctuary to fly to for refuge, but that mer- 
cy of thine, O good God, which we have so 
much and so often abused and despised ; nor 
any help from trouble, but what we seek at thy 
hands, who for our sins art justly displeased. 
O thou that waitest to be gracious, and whose 
mercy endureth for ever, have compassion on 
us, and spare us good Lord; spare thy people 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious 
blood, and still signalized with thy wonderful 
mercies; and turn us again, O Lord God of 
hosts ; cause thy face to shine, and we shall 
be saved. O make us a way to escape out of 
those fears and dangers wherein our sins have 
involved us, that peace may be restored, and 
the gospel of peace in much mercy continued 
to 
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to us in our posterity, as long as the world en- 
dures. O that we may learn righteousness by 
thy judgments, and not dare to go on in our 
trespasses and rebellions against thee, when 
thou hast a controversy with us, and art mak- 
ing inquisition for blood amongst us; but let 
us so turn to thee in the way of our duty, that 
thou mayest turn to us ina way of saving mer- 
cy; and seeing this is not our rest, and little 
but alarms and commotions, and one deep call- 
ing to another, is to be expected in this uncer- 
tain tumultuous world, O that we may have 
our eyes further than the ends of the earth, and 
lift them up to the Lord, from whom cometh 
our help, and seek the continuing city to come, 
and lay up our rest and our treasure in that 
kingdom which cannot be moved; that we may 
choose the good part which shall not be taken 
from us, and flee from the wrath to come, and 
have peace in our Lord, and hope in our death ; 
even the hope of that eternal life, which is thy 
promise and gilt, O blessed God, through Je- 
sus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer in Time of threatening Dangers. 


REAT God, holy and just! Iam amaz- 

ed and terrified to think of the dreadful 
wages which my sins have deserved; fearful- 
ness and trembling are come upon me, and my 
spirit is overwhelmed, and my heart fails me 
for fear, so that I know not what to do; but 
my eyes are upon thee, my great Saviour and 
mighty 
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mighty Deliverer, to give me that help which 
from man it is vain to expect; and this time 
that I.am afraid, I will trust in thee; and un- 
der the shadow of thy wings make my refuge, 
till these calamities be over- “past. O my Lord, 
take me to thy fatherly care, and thy almigh. 
ty protection, and save me from the hands of 
my enemies, and from feeling the evils which I 
fear to come upon me: O dispel the clouds, 
and turn away the storms, and clear up the 
face of heaven, so blackened now over our 
heads. Thou, O Lord, that knowest how to 
‘deliver, and never art ata loss to. effect what 
thou wilt, command deliverances for me, I be- 
seech thee; and be not far from me when. 
trouble seems so nigh to me, but let. me: find 
thy help at hand, in “this time and case of my 
need. 

O my God, thou hast been a shelter for me, 
and a strong tower of defence from the enemy ; 
and though I walk in the midst of trouble, thou 
wilt receive me; thou wilt stretch forth thy 
hand upon my enemy, and thy right hand shall 
save me. O my Saviour, I fly to thee to hide 
me; be thou pleased to defend me from them 
that rise up against me; consider the trouble 
that I suffer of them that hate me, and lead 
me in thy righteousness because of my ene- 
mies ; make thy way straight before my face. 
Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil and vio: 
lent man, and from my persecutors that are 
stronger than I. O let not any that are my 
enemies wrongfully rejoice over me; but shew 

me 


on Remembrance of former Sins. 215 


me some token for good that they who hate 
mie may see it and be ashamed, because thou 
Lord hast holpen and comforted me. O for- 
tify me against that fear of any men which 
would terrify me out of my duty to thee, my 
God; let me never be so awed by them as to 
make bold with thee, and trespass upon thee, 
to escape them, or to ingratiate myself with 
them. Thou hast been my help, be thou 
pleased to come in now to my succor, and 
shew. thyself graciously and powerfully on my 
behalf. Do it, Lord, for the glory of thy name, 
for the merits of thy Son, and for thy own mer- 
cy’s sake, that I may see thy hand, and praise 
thy power, and admire thy love, and adore thy 
grace and goodness, while I have my being. 
Amen, Amen. 


A Prayer upon theRemembrance of former Sins. 


WHO can understand his errors ! Who 

can call to mind. the innumerable offen- 

ces of all his life! when, ever since we could 
do any thingy: alas ! what have we done that is 
free from sin! but, O the heinous offences, the 
presumptuous sins, the great. transgr essions 
whereof I haye been guilty, which stare me in 
the face, and recoil upon my heart, and cast 
down my soul within me; because I have com- 
mitted them with so many foul aggravating cir- 
cumstances, against such light and love, means 
and mercies, calls and warnings, convictions, 
and experiences, and all the many and mighty 
obligations 
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obligations from the Lord which Ihave had ; I 
am covered with confusion, O my God, and 
filled with bitter remorse, and ghastly fears, as 
often as I look back upon such blots, and falls, 
and scandals, of my life. O/if they should rise 
up in the judgment against me, they could not 
but utterly sink and ruin me. | But Lord, my 
God, help me so to remember that thou mayest ° 
forget them ; so to charge them upon myself 
that thou mayést never lay them to my charge ; 
so to keep them before my eyes, to abase and 
humble my soul, that thou mayest hide thy face 
from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities ; 
especially those that are so confounding and 
terrible to my thoughts. O let me ever walk 
humbly before thee, seeing I have so shame- 
fully sinned against thee ; and though thou hast 
kept me from t my deserved shame in this world, 
O let not thy indulgence embolden me to re- 
peat or slight the wickedness; but let this thy 
goodness, O my Ged, work in me a moredeep 
and serious repentance. 

And thou, Lord Almighty, who alone canst 
bring good out of evil, be thou pleased to make 
my past falls an occasion of my surer standing 
for the future. O embitter thé pleasures of 
sin to me, and hedge up the ways of wicked- 
ness, as with briars and thorns, before me, 
that I may loath as much as ever I have loved 
the offensive things, and never return again to 
such folly. O let the flames wherewith I have 
been scorched, terrify me from being any more 
so concerned, and let the sense and remem- 
P brance 
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brance of all the former offences of my life 
quicken and awaken me, as into the deeper 
repentance for them, so into the more careful 
circumspection and watchfulness against them, 
that I may not be so strange to thee, my God, 
as I have been, nor trespass upon thee, and re- 
bel against thee as I have done, but pass the 
time of my sojourning here in fear, and be 
more tender, and wary, and vigilant, all the 
days of my life. Amen, Amen. 


A Prayer under Fears and Doubts of our 
Spiritual Condition. 


LORD my God, I hope thou hast, of thy 

rich mercy, changed and renewed mein 
some measure, and wrought a good work upon 
me, bring me out of my natural and damnable 
condition, into the state of grace and salvation ; 
but yet the carnal nature is so predominant over 
me, and many sins so lively and strong in me, 
and still I find the good things of thy Spirit in 
so much weakness and imperfection upon me, 
that the sorrows of my heart are enlarged, and 
my soul is disquieted within me, seeing too 
frequent cause to question, whether my spots 
are the spots of thy children; whether I have 
known the grace of God in truth, and whether 
I do not deceive myself, in reckoning upon 
that which I neither am or have. 

Mine eyes are to thee, O God the Lord, 
leave not my soul destitute. From the ends of 
the earth will I cry it thee: when my heart 

is 
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is overwhelmed within me, lead me tothe rock 
that is higher than I. O Lord rebuke me not 
in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy sore 
displeasure. Forsake me not, O my God; be 
not far from me; make haste to help me, O 
Lord my salvation. Attend tomy cry, for Iam 
brought very low; hear me speedily, my spirit 
fails. Save me, O God, for the waters are 
come into my soul; I sink in the deep mire, 
where there is no standing. Bring my soul 
out of prison, that I may praise thy name. 

- O’shew me the true state of my soul, and 
make me to know the things that are freely 
given me of God; and deliver me, gracious 
Lord, from all those offensive matters that pro- 
voke thee to hide thy face from me, and that 
wrap up my soul in clouds and darkness, and 
make me so much a stranger to peace and com- 
fort. O grant me a clear discovery of the evi- 
dences of my calling and election; and seal a 
comfortable assurance of thy blessed love in 
Christ Jesus tomy soul. O thou that didst bid ° 
the winds and waves, Peace, be still, and they 
obeyed thee ; settle my discomposed mind, and 
quiet my troubled breast, and bring me to see 
the light of thy countenance, and the joy of thy 
salvation. O thou that art of power to establish 
us, be pleased to establish my heart with grace, 
and let me be rooted and grounded in the faith, 
that I may not stagger through unbelief, but 
hold the beginning of my confidence stedfast 
to the end. Rejoice the soul of thy servant; 
for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul 4 

an 
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and let the joy of the Lord be my strength, to 
make me victorious over my sins, and always 
toabound in thy work ; never pleased so much 
with any thing as to do the thing pleasing to 
my God, through Jesus Christ. ~dmen. 


A Prayer under the Dread of God’s Trath, 


and everlasting Damnation. 


O LORD, the eink and dreadful God, 
against whom I have greatly sinned ; and 
who for my sins art justly displeased! when I 
consider the holiness of thy laws, and the strict- 
ness of thy justice ; and when I reflect upon the 
heinous and innumerable sins of my heart and 
life, my flesh trembles for fear of thee, and I 
am afraid of thy judgments. O who may stand 
in thy sight, when once thou art angry! who 
can bear up for ever under all the vials of thy 
wrath, to the uttermost poured out, when thy 
mercy shall be clean gone, and thou shalt cast 
off, and shew favor no more! yet even that 
damnation would be my woful portion, which 
I could no more avoid than abide, shouldest 
thou, O Lord, enter into judgment with me, 
and proceed as thou mightest against me, I 
could then hope for no better, but to be de- 
prived of all the comforts of this life, and to be 
delivered into the bitter pains of eternal death. 
But though the wages of my sins be that death, 
yet the gift of God is eternal life, through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord. O for his dear sake, 
who has satisfied thy justice, and appeased thy 

' wrath 
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wrath for all our offences, even thy Son, who 
was delivered up into the hands of sinners, that 
he might deliver us from the wrath to come, 
and suffered and died once, that we might not 
suffer and die for ever; O God, the Father of 
heaven, have mercy upon me, a miserable sin- 
ner; and from thy wrath, and from everlasting 
damnation, good Lord deliver me, and help me 
in the fear of thee, my God, to flee from the 
wrath to come, and to rid my hands and my 
heart of every cursed thing that provokes the 
Lord to kill and cast sinners into hell. 

O thou blessed Saviour of the world, save 
me from my sins, and from all their dismal ef- 
fects, and reconcile me to God, and make my 
peace, through the blood of thy cross. Thou 
tookest upon thee our mortal nature, that thou 
mightest, through death, destroy him who 
had the power of death, and deliver them, who 
through fear of death, were all their life time 
subject to bondage. _ Have compassion, Lord, 
I beseech thee, on my infirmities, and suffer 
me not to fall a prey to my own fears, but be 
surety for thy servant, to undertake for all my 
heavy scores, wherein I have run myself in 
arrears to the justice of heaven; and give me 
everlasting consolation, and good hope, through 
grace, and being justified by faith, O let me 
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hide not thy face from me, O my 
Lord, lest I be like to them that go down in- 
to the pit; but revive my soul with the sense 
of thy love, and the hopes of thy full absolu- 

tion, 
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tion, and everlasting salvation, that 1 may give 
thee thanks from the ground of the heart, and 
shew with gladness what thou hast done for my 
redeemed soul, and joyfully sing thy praise, and 
keep in thy love, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. men. 


A Prayer under strong Temptations. — . 


OLY God! I desire to humble myself 
here. before thee, for that continual 
proneness which is in me to sin against thee, 
that Iam so unlike to thee, and so contrary to 
what thy holy laws require me to be. . After 
all the great things thou hast done for me, 
alas! how apt am I still to spoiland undo my- 
self! The malicious tempter is laying snares for 
me. every where; and the things of this world. 
are still pressing hard upon me, either to ter- 
rifly me out of my duty, or to humor me into 
my ruin. And O how ready is my sinful flesh 
to side with the cruel enemy against my own 
soul! innumerable evils have compassed me 
about; my iniquities have taken hold upon me, 
so that Iam not able to look up ;_ they are more 
than the hairs of my head, therefore my heart 
failsme. O the sin that still dwelleth in me, 
that is so. nigh to me, that does so easily beset 
me, and is so apt to prevail against me, to pull 
me away from the obedience of thy blessed will, 
and to engage me in forbidden things, displeas- 
ing in thy sight, and destructive to my soul! Q 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me 
Vv 2 from 
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from the body of this death? when the custom 
of sinning has so increased my sinful inclina- 
tions, that the leopard may as soon change his 
spots, and the Ethiopian his skin, as I who am 
accustomed to evil can, of myself, cease from 
it, if the Lord of hosts be not with me ; if the 
God of Jacob be not my refuge. 

But with thee, the Almighty God, all things 
are possible ; yea, thou canst as easily make us 
holy as bidus beso. To thee the very powers 
of hell are weakness; nothing in the world can 
resist thy will. Opity thy poor tempted creature, 
and give me not up, in justice, to a reprobate 
sense, and to vile affections, nor to such blind- 
ness of mind and hardness of heart, as should 
render me past feeling ; nor ever punish my for- 
mer sins, by giv ing me over to their sway and 
power; but let it be thy gracious pleasure, O 
Lord, that all my prevailing iniquities may flee 
and perish at thy presence. O give out the 
commanding word to those filthy corruptions, 
Hitherto shall ye go and no further. Speak 
death to my sins, that my soul may live, and 
for ever bless thy name. Stop and heal the 
running sores, that they may no more break 
out as they have done, to the dishonor of thy 
name, the wounding of my conscience, and 
hindering the concerns of my own and others 
present peace, and eternal bliss ; yea, so sancti- 
fy my nature, O Lord, and renew me, even in 
the spirit of my mind, that my heart may rise 
against the sinful ev ils, and that I may hate all 
iniquity,-and every false way ; so Seas a 
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devil, that I may not conspire with the deadly 
enemy of souls to undo myself. O give me 
power from on high, to set me above the pow- 
er of my sins; and give me grace suflicient to 
turn my heart against the love of my sins, that 
I may not be false in thy covenant, nor false to 
my own chief interest, but manfully fight thy 
battles, and approve myself thy faithful soldier 
and servant to my life’s end; that being so 
faithful until death, thou mayest give unto me 
the crown of life, and take me at last from this 
warfare to reign with thee, world without end. 
Amen. 


- A Prayer for Chastity. 
'@) GOD of infinite purity, thou hast called 


us, not to uncleanness, but to holiness ; 

thou hast commanded us to be holy as thou 
art holy ; and hast promised to none but the 
pure in heart to see and enjoy thee in the beau- 
ties of holiness, and the joys above. O how 
shall I, a polluted wretch, shew myself before 
thy heavenly Majesty, who art perfect purity ; 
and in whose sight even heaven itself is not 
clean ? O most gracious Lord! look not up- 
on me as I amin myself, and as I through my 
sins have made myself, vile, even in my own 
eyes; for then thou canst not choose but ab- 
f my soul, and pour out all thy wrath upon 
me, but wash me thoroughly from my iniqui- 
ty ; and cleanse me from all my sin and guilt in 
that fountain opened for sin and for unclean- 
ness, 
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ness, the precious blood of the Lamb of God, 

slain to take away the sins of the world. Lord, 

if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean: O cre- 

ate a clean heart in me, and say to my sin-de- 

filed soul as thou didst to the leper, I will, be 
thou clean, and I shall be cleansed and fitted 
now for thy holy service, and hereafter for thy 
heavenly glory. O my God! cast the unclean 
spirit out of thy temple ; and if he will not go 
out but by prayer and fasting, let me add such 
abstinence to my prayers, as may help to starve 
the fleshly lusts that war against my soul ; and 
by any means help me, my strength and my Re- 
deemer, to possess my vessel in sanctification, 
and honor; not im the lust of concupiscence,,. 
as those that know not God. Holy Lord, chase: 
away the birds of prey that would devour thy 
sacrifice ; and drive out these unclean. beasts. 
that would trample down the plantation of thy 
grace in my soul. O let me not live after the 
flesh, lest I eternally die ; but by thy Spirit so 
mortify the deeds of the body, that I may for 
ever live; instead of doing the works of the 
flesh, let me hate the very garment spotted with 
it; and not without dcetestation once name the 
filthy lusts. Help me, my God, to avoid every 
occasion of falling, and to abstain frem all ap- 

pearance of evil, and so to delight in purity, 
and to keep myself from my iniquity that I 
may lead the noble spiritual life as becomes the 
child of my heavenly Father; and not grieve 

thy Holy Spirit, O God, but be pleasing in thy 
blessed sight, through Jesus Christ. .dmen. 

4 ” : A Prayer 
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A Prayer for the Mortification of all fleshly 
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uUsts. 


HAVE vowed and promised unto thee, my 
God, to renounce all the sinful lusts of the 
flesh, and am devoted as holy to the Lord ; that 
having put on Jesus Christ, I should not make 
provision for the flesh to fulfil the lust thereof, 
but cleanse myself from all filthiness of flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God: But though T have some delight in the 
law of God, after the inner man ; yet I find an- 
other law in my members, warring against the 
law of my mind, bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin, which is in my members; and 
this I acknowledge and bewail to thee, O Lord 
Almighty! who alone canst set me free from 
the lusts that are too hard for me. O help me, 
Lord God of my salvation, against the power 
of these prevailing iniquities, and purge away 
all my sins, for the glory of thy name; may the 
time past of my life suffice to have served my 
own lusts and pleasures. O let not sin any 
longer reign in my mortal body that I should 
obey it in the lusts thereof, but help me, Lord, 
to cut off the right hand, and to pluck out the 
right eye, to keep under my body, and to bring 
it into subjection, that I may have the mastery 
of my lusts, and overcome the sins that have 
so often overcome me. O mortify and destroy 
in me every rebellious motion, and every vi- 
cious inclination that exalts itself against the 
gospel and government of Christ Jesus ; that 
gives 
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gives satan advantage over me, and hinders my 
Saviour from reigning as a king supreme in 
my heart. 

Preserve me, Lord most holy, from all those 
sinful pleasures that would make me fall short 
of the heavenly pleasures which are at thy right 
hand for evermore. O let me not lead a sen- 
sual life, minding the things of the flesh, as 
if they were the only esteemed and beloved 
things ; but make me so spiritually minded, 
that I may above all things, favor and relish 
the things of the Spirit of God. Let not sin- 
ful flesh and lust, but thy heavenly Spirit and 
grace, have the predonunancy in my soul, to 
guide and govern my heart and life; especial- 
ly let the sins to which I am most strongly in- 
duced, be effectually subdued. O let me not 
yield myself the miserable slave of my soul- 
ruining lusts; but carry myself as the wise 
and faithful follower of my heavenly Lord and 
Saviour ; and as thou who hast called me, art 
holy, so make me holy in disposition, and in 
all my conversation ; sucha lover and follower 
of holiness, that I may see and enjoy the Lord. 
O gird me with might to that spiritual conflict 
wherein I am engaged ; not only against flesh 
and. blood, but infernal foes, too strong for me 
to deal with, that, through Christ strengthen- 
ing me, I may go on conquering and to con- 
quer all that withstands thy glory, and my sal- 
vation, till satan be bruised under my feet; 
that nothing may ever be able to separate me 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, 
my Lord. Amen. A Prayer 
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A Prayer before the Hearing of God’s Word. 


MOST blessed Lord, the God of all 
grace, who art pleased to send out thy 

light and thy truth among us, both to discover 
our sias unto us, and also to make the way of 
life and. salvation plain: before us; be thou 
pleased also to send the Spirit of thy Son into 
our hearts, that he who is the author may also 
be the interpreter of thy word, to make it plain 
to our understanding, to set it home powerful- 
ly upon our hearts, and to render it the savor 
of life unto our souls. ‘The Lord open our 
ears, and quicken our attention, to receive 
what shall be delivered from thy word with 
carefulness and meekness, and with all readi- 
ness and gladness, and love and delight in it, 
and desire to come on and grow by it; and 
strengthen our memories to treasure up and 
retain what we hear, that we may not let it 
slip, without making our benefit of it, and be- 
ing the better for it. O graciousGod! teach 
us to profit, and make our improvements more 
answerable to those means of grace, which 
through thy mercy we do enjoy. Let the word 
which shall sound in our ears also sink down 
into our hearts, and take root in our souls, and 
produce and shew the fruits of it in our lives, 
that we may not be forgetful hearers, but faith- 
ful doers of thy holy word. O let the immor- 
tal seed of this heavenly word, beget such prin- 
ciples of grace and holiness in our hearts, that 
may 
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may be in us as a well of water, springing up 
to everlasting life. Make us so obedient to thy 
holy precepts, that we may also inherit the glo- 
rious promises of thy word. O let our teachers 
be taught of God; and direct the stewards of 
thy mysteries to give unto every one their por- 
tion in due season ; yea, give, Lord, the heay- 
enly benediction and increase upon the plant- 
ing and watering of thy servants, and make the 
waters of thy sanctuary healing to our souls; 
yea, make thy word as fire in the mouths of thy 
messengers, and set home the sword of the 
Spirit with thy own hand, making it mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of strong 
holds, and subduing all oppositions to the obe-: 
dience of Christ. O let thy Spirit cause thy 
word to do thy great and gracious work effec- 
tually upon all our hearts, for which we may 
have reason to give thee praise and glory, to 
all eternity.’ Amen. . 


A Prayer after Hearing of the Word. 


I, bless thee, O Lord, the living God, 
who holdest our souls in life, and pro- 

videst for them the bread of life, that food of 
thy holy word, by which we live more and bet- 
ter than by our daily bread. It has now been 
delivered and received; but the blessing is in 
thy hands, O gracious God to make it pros- 
perous and successful to the gaining and say- 
ing of souls. O wilt thou be’ pleased to send 
it home to the heart, and there make it to stay 
and abide, till it has done thy will, and a 
f 
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thy work, to build us up in the faith of Christ, 
and to set us forward in all holiness of life ; to 
make every hearer such a doer of thy word, 
that we may be all blessed now in cur deed, 
and hereafter for ever blessed in the joy of our 
Lord. y 

O that all who have been convinced of their 
sins may also be converted to thyself, that they 
may not only think of the holy change, but re- 
solve upon it, and go through with it; and let 
thy blessed Spirit so prevail with them, that the 
good motions may not go off before they have 
effected the work of grace in them. O make 
thy word mighty, through God, to plant thy 
grace where it is not; to increase it where it 
is, and to guide and govern all our hearts and 
lives in thy holy ways, that the word which we 
hear may do us good, and still bring us nearer, 
and make us more like toour God ; that we may 
find our knowledge and our faith not only to 
come, but to grow by hearing, and may so 
hear that our souls may now live the holy 
life of grace, and hereafter the blessed life of 
glory, for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for Increase of Grace. 


‘@) GOD of all grace, who both quickenest 
the dead, and after thou hast given life, 
givest the increase. Thy people go from 
strength to strength, growing in grace, till 
they appear before thee in glory ; and the path 
of the just is as the shining light, shining ie 
an 
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and more to the perfect day. But O Lord, 
how barren and unfruitful have I been among 
the trees of righteousness! and how little have 
Imade my profiting and progress appear under 
all thy gracious means, and abundant mercies ; 
yea, how weak and low am I still im my spirit- 
ual estate! O how small is my will and strength 
to that which is good! how much am I behind 
many of thy servants, who have not had the 
helps and advantages which I so long have en- 
joyed! and how little is it to be seen in my life 
what great things the Lord has done for my 
soul! O my God, I have not well improved 
the talents which thou hast put into my hands, 
nor answered the care and kindness of heaven 
which I have so long experienced. Thou hast 
not been wanting to me, O good Lord! but I 
have been exceedingly wanting to myself, and 
to that duty which I owe to my God. I am 
ashamed that it is no better with me; that so 
many mercies have. been spilt and lost upon 
me. Forgive me, O my Father, and repair thy 
holy image in me, who have so much dishon- 
ored thee, and disabled and spoiled myself, 
O help me still more and more, to put off the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the de- 
ceitful lusts; and to put on the new, which, 
after God, is created in righteousness and true 
holiness. Whatever else I want, Lord, deny 
me not thy grace, but increase it in me, and 
discover it still more and more upon me; yea, 
let the graces of thy Spirit, that accompany 
salvation, so flourish in my soul, that the ig 
co) 
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of God, which passeth all understanding, may 
keep my heart and mind, through Christ Jesus. 
Blessed Saviour! who camest into the world 
that we might have life, and have it more abun- 
dantly, of thy fulness let me receive grace suf- 
ficient for me, to make me strong in the Lord, 
and ready to every good work. My life, my 
strength and my Redeemer! leave me not un- 
der the curse of barrenness, to stand at a stay, 
-or to decline in my spiritual estate; but as 
thou hast wrought all my works in me, estab- 
lish, O God, that which thou hast wrought for 
me, and strengthen the things which remain 
that are ready to die, and cherish all the seeds 
of grace sown in my heart, that my soul may 
prosper and increase with the increase of God, 
asa watered garden, and as a spring whose wa- 
ters fail not; growing in knowledge and grace, 
and abounding in all those fruits of righteous- 
ness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God, that so I may be fully satis- 
fied of the truth of thy grace in me, by its grow- 
ing upon me. O my Lord! carry on with 
power the work of faith and sanctification in 
my soul, that my sinful corruption, every day, 
like the house of Saul, may grow weaker and 
weaker ; and thy grace in me, every day, like 
the house of David, may grow stronger and 
stronger, till from groaning under sin, the 
body of this death, I come to triumph over all 
that opposes and hinders the progress of my 
spiritual life: and as thou art pleased to afford 
me the means of grace, O grant me the increase 
of 
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of thy grace, to answer the end of all those 
means that, in the use of them, I may be made 
still wiser and holier, and better, and fitter for 
thy blessed acceptance in Jesus Christ, my on- 
ly Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer for quickening Grace. 


Acknowledge and bewail before thee, O 

#t Lord, the living and all-seemg God, my sin- 
ful dulness and indisposedness for the duties of 
thy holy service: when I should delight in the 
law of God, and serve thee with gladness, and 
make it my meat and drink to do the will of my 
heavenly Father ; O how cold and listless am 
I to do that which is the best for me, and which 
does most nearly and eternally concern me. I 
am alive to the world, and very apt to be trans- 
ported with sensual objects; but how heavy 
and dead to those offices of attendance on my 
Lord, which are the glory and joy of all the 
worthies of heaven. My soul cleaves to the 
dust of the earth; quicken me, O Lord, ac- 
cording to thy word, according to the word of 
thy precept, which does command us to be 
spiritually minded; to abound in the work, 
and not to be slothful in business, but fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord: and quicken me, 
O my Lord, according to the word of thy pro- 
mise, that sin shall not have dominion over 
thy servants ; and that thou wilt perfect what 
concerns thy people. Dear Lord! be thou 
pleased to perfect that which concerns my pee, 
anc 
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and engage the love of my heart to thy service ; 
and make me delight to do thy will, O God, 
and with an enlarged heart to run the way of 
thy commands. O help me to put forth my- 
self with vigor and activity in thy holy ways, 
and to apply myself to the performance of thy 
blessed pleasure, not only because I must, but 
because it is the desire of my soul, and the joy 
of my heart to be so taken up that nothing in 
the world may give me so much cheerfulness 
and sweet satisfaction, as to approve my heart 
unto my God, and my ways pleasing in thy 
sight, through Jesus Christ. men. 


A Prayer for Ability to acquit ourselves as we 
ought, in our several Places and Relations. 


6) LORD our Lord! thy word enjoins us, 
wherein we are called therein to abide 
with God. And this is the duty which we are 
especially to take care of, next to the care of 
our souls, to study to be quiet, and to do our 
own. business, that we may provide for our- 
selves, and for our dependents, and render to 
all their dues, and not be burthensome, but 
helpfulto others. O thou that givest skill and 
ability for the performance of those offices to 
which,thou callest, teach and enable me, I be- 
seech thee, for the work of my place, and all 
the duties of my calling. Good Lord! pardon 
all my past unfaithfulness and negligence here- 
in, and direct and bless, and accept, and assist 
ine in discharging it for the time to come. O 

W 2 make 
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make me so contented with what I get by hon- 
est means, that I may never offer to go beyond, 
or defraud my neighbors in any matter, but 
be punctually just m all my dealings, and con- 
scientiously perform my duty in all my rela- 
tions, carrying myself as I ought towards every 
one with whom I am any way concerned in the 
world, whether superior, equal, or inferior, 
offensive to none; but, as I have power and 
opportunity for it, good and useful to all. O 
let me not walk disorderly, nor be guilty of the 
impertinence and mischief, to be negligent at 
home and to busy myself abroad in other men’s 
matters; but may I keep my own station, and 
with quietness work and eat my own bread ; 
and provide things honest in the sight of all men 
following after that which is lovely and of good 
' ¥eport, and herein exercising myself to have 
always the conscience void of offence towards 
God, and tewards men; yea, whatever any may 
justly expect from me, help me, O my God, 
zo discharge it faithfully and acceptably; and 
command a blessing, Lord, upon all my honest 
labors and endeavors, and-- make them suc- 
cessful to promote my own and others’ real 
-and eternal good, and to glorify thy blessed 
name, through Jesus Christ. - dmen. — 


A Prayer for Grace to serve the Lord with 
Gladness. 


MY God! thou art a Lord that hast plea- 

sure in the prosperity of thy servants ; 

and thy servants have all the greatest reason to 
be 


fo serve the Lord with Gladness. 235 


be most highly pleased in the performance of 
thy service. It is good for me to draw nigh to 
God, in whose presence is fulness of joy ; and 
the hearts of them may rejoice that seek the 
Lord ; for thou dost not employ us but to oblige 
- us; not for any advantage to thyself, but only 
for our own greatest good every way, that it 
may go well with us, both here and for ever. 
O my Lord, Iam full of trouble and confusion, 
that ever I should be so listless as I have been 
to thy blessed work, and so lifeless in it, and 
soon weary of it, to the dishonor of thy name, 
and the reproach of thy service, as if I had a 
hard master, and a doleful work. O that I 
should bear as a burden that which should be 
the solace of my life, and the rejoicing-of my 
heart. Forgive me, I beseech thee, good Lord, 
all this which I bewail before thee, and heal’ 
the indisposedness in me, which makes thy 
service a weariness to me; and so renew my 
spirit and draw and join my heart to thy bless- 
ed self, that I may not serve thee as out of 
compulsion, but inclination ; not as forcing 
myself but loving thy work. O rid my mind of 
that tormenting dread which makes me uneasy 
in the service of my Lord: and give me a hea- 
venly heart set upon the heavenly business, 
and such a mighty love as may sweeten all my 
obedience, that I may not account it grievous 
or tedious, but my soul’s satisfaction and_ex- 
ceeding joy. O let me not serve thee, my God, 
with the spirit of bondage asa slave, but with 
the cheerfulness and gladness of an ingenu- 

ous 
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ous child, sitting down with delight under thy 
shadow, deligh ting myself in the Lord, and so 
pleased ‘with “thy work, that my services may 
also be pleasing in thy sight through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for Skill to carry ourselves aright 
among all with whom we are concerned i i 
the World. 


LORD my God! I desire to humble 
myself in thy sight for all.the folly, im- 
decency, and disorder of my conduct; that I 
have so frequently failed in it, and so foully 
miscarried and lost myself in my intercourse 
with my neighbors, that my example has too 
often tended more to the hardening, than to the 
converting of sinners: and that I haye lain as 
a stumbling- block, and rock of offence in the 
_way of my brethren, not only prone to be tempt- 
ed with evil; and to be overcome myself, but 
also becoming a temptation and snare to others, 
_ so as to draw them to sin, or to embolden them 
in it. Though thou hast shewed me what is 
good, and made me to know better things, and 
laid the greatest engagement upoa me to be 
faithful in thy covenant ; yet, O how apt have 
I been to lose-my relish of the things of God 
among sinful men! how apt to be carried into 
folly with the stream of the company, to fall 
into base compliance, and consent with sinners, 
and follow the multitude to do evil. ? 
O my God! give me repentance and pardon 
for all my own sins, and for all the guilt which 
. I have 
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I have contracted in being accessary to the sins 
of others; and so fortify me with thy grace, 
that I may not be in such danger to be awed or 
seduced out of my religion; that I may never 
be ashamed of Christ before men; but boldly 
appear for thy truth and holiness, even in the 
face of an evil and faithless generation. O 
teach me to walk in wisdom towards them that 
are without, and in all kindness towards them 
that are within; and without offence, in pru- 
dence and usefulness, to alti Make me wise 
in the choice, and in the use of my company, 
that they may not be to me, nor I to them, an 
occasion of falling ; but that we may be mu- 
- tual helps and edifiers of one another, and ex- 
amples of all that is good, and imitable and 
praise-worthy. O great Lord! make me so 
faithful to thee, and to my own-conscience, that 
no conversation with any in the world may dis- 
compose the religious frame of my soul, that I 
may not be startled at any bold censure of thy 
ways and wisdom, nor ever draw back from 
thee, for the contradiction of sinners; but cease 
from man whose breath is in his nostrils ; for 
wherein is he to be accounted of; O turn my 
fear of their faces into loye of their immortal 
souls, who are my fellow-servants in thy work, 
and fellow-travellers to our long home; and 
should be faithful, and would be happy. And 
where I cannot promote thei duty and felicity, 
yet grant, O Lord, that they may not hinder 
mine ; that where I am not edified, I may not 
be corrupted by them. . 
Omy 
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O my God! may thy presence ever sway me 
more than the presence of any men, that I may 
count it a small thmg to be judged of them, 
and not be determined. by their way or humor, 
but regard my own conscience more than 
other’s opinion, and do all in the sight of God, 
heartily as to the Lord ; not in so much care to 
ingratiate myself with any else as to please the 
great Judge of all. Yet keep thy servant, O 
Lord, from giving scandal and offence to any’; 
that I may not by pride and passion, by vanity 
and indiscretion, or by morosity and sour op- 
position, disparage my profession, nor make the 
way of truth.through me to be evil spoken of ; 
but help me, my God and Guide, to walk cir- 
cumspectly, and to speak and act with due con- 
sideration of all times and places, persons and 
circumstances, that I may wisely behave my- 
self, and guide my affairs with discretion, and 
so go in and out among men upon earth, as to 
preserve my integrity in thy sight, and have 
my conversation in-heaven, and still enjoy that 
most blessed friendship with thee, my heaven- 
ly lather, and thy dear Son, my only Saviour. 
Amen. 


A Prayer for Grace to use our Speech aright. 


LORD our gracious God ! who hast giv- 

en us reason and speech to express our 
minds to one another, and to converse com- 
fortably together : What great cause have we 
to praise thee, that we are so fearfully and 
wonderfully made! and our tongues that are 
our 
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eur glory, are most of all so, when with them 
* we set forth thy glory; but alas! that I have’ 
so much cause to humble myself for all the 
abuses of my tongue ; and that I have so many 
ways perverted the happy privilege of speak- 
ing, either holding my peace where I should. 
have spoken to thy honor and the good of my 
neighbor ; dumb and tongue-tied to thy praise 
and to pious conference with thy servants ; or 
else pouring out words to dishonor thy name, 
to wrong my own soul, and to offend and in- 
jure others. Forgive me, O merciful God, I 
beseech thee, all my sinful silence, my vain 
and idle words, and my evil corrupt communi- 
cation, and help me so to speak, as to express 
thy grace in my heart, and to minister the same 
to my hearers. Set a watch, O Lord, before 
my mouth, and keep the door of my lips, that 
nothing thence may proceed but what shall be, 
some way or other, good for the use of edify- 
ing. Help me to keep my mouth as with a 
bridle, when I am provoked to speak unadvis- 
edly with my lips; and let no profane or filthy 
speeches proceed out of my mouth, nor any 
thing be said by me, that ought not to be nam- 

ed among Christians. 
O Lord, open thou my lips, that my mouth 
may shew forth thy praise ; make me forward 
to speak for thee, and for the service of thy 
truth, and the glory of thy name ; but as slow 
to speak evil, and to defile myself, or to hurt 
my neighbor. Give me, Lord, a considerate 
mind to weigh what is fit to be said; and make 
me 
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me wise and serious, sober and modest, pious 
and. charitable in what I speak, that it may be 
without offence, but not without some profit 
to the partners in my conversation. O fill my 
heart with such grace, that out of the good 
treasure I may be ever and anon producing 
somewhat to oblige the company, and to ad- 
vance thy glory ; and put such thoughts into 
my mind, and such words into my mouth, that 
my tongue may be as the pen ofa ready writer, 
to utter things seasonable, and acceptable, for 
the benefit of my associates ; and that I may 
never abusé the liberty of speech into the l- 
centiousness of vain or evil-speaking ; but 
turn and employ it to the wise and good and 
worthy ends for which it was given ; and speak 
of, and for thy testimonies, even before the 
greatest, without being ashamed. 
O Lord! restrain the blasphemous and bru- 
tish generation, that set their mouths against 
heaven, and, out of those open sepulchres, 
belch forth impieties and impurities, to dishon- 
or him that made them; to grieve the souls 
of thy servants, and to spread the contagion of 
their ungodliness. O fill their face with shame 
for what they have done and their hearts with 
dread, to stop them from proceeding so any 
farther. Confound the viperous brood that 
hiss and vent their yenom against thy holy ways, 
and. give them other tongues, that they may use 
thy gifts to better purpose. O let the lying lips 
be put to silence, that speak ‘grievous things 
proudly and contemptuously against the right- 
cous 
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eous. And let such as fear thee, and think 
upon thy name, speak often to one another ; 
so as to promote and set forward their com- 
mon edification and consolation, and eternal 
salvation, through thy goodness to them in 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


The convinced Sinner’s Prayer. 


EARKEN to the voice of my cry, my 

King and my God; for unto thee will I 

pray; but wherewithal shall I appear before 
the Lord, and bow myselfto the most high God, 
whose holy laws I have broken, and whose just 
displeasure I have incurred! I acknowledge 
my transgression, O Lord, and my sin is ever 
before me. My iniquities are gone over my 
head, as a sore burden; they are too heavy for 
me to bear. When thou with rebukes dost 
chasten man for iniquity, thou makest his beau- 
ty to consume away likeamoth. My sin now 
has found me out; and that which once [ 
thought too little to be repented, seems now 
too great to be pardoned. I flattered myself in 
my own eyes, till my iniquity is found to be 
hateful. I thought [ was rich and increased 
with goods, and had need of nothing; but now 
1 find that Iam miserable, and wretched, and 
poor, and blind, and naked; so that there is 
nothing but disorder and ruin in my soul. I 
have undone myself; but to work my own re- 
covery I haye no suiliciency. O how wicked 
have [ been to allow myself in the way and 
. mind, 
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mind which is enmity against God! How ig. 
norant, yet how confident ! How vile, yet how 
arrogant! In what need of mercy, yet how un- 
merciful; how sinful, yet how impertinent ; how 
bold in the sins where conscience reproved me, 
but how cold in the cause where thy Spirit en- 
couraged me! Oh the spoils, and ruins, and 
desolations which my sins haye made in my 
soul; how have they darkened my mind, per- 
verted my will, defaced my affections, disorder- 
ed my passions, hardened my heart, and seduc- 
ed it away from my most good and eyer bless- 
ed God, to cleave unto the things displeasing 

in thy sight, and destructive to my soul! 
There is no hiding any thing from thee, the 
infinite God, who fillest heayen and earth.— 
What shall I say unto thee, Lord? I scarce 
know how to say bad enough of myself. O 
woe is me that I have done so foolishly and 
wickedly ! whither shall I betake myself when 
against thee, O Lord, I have so sinned, and done 
such evil in thy sight! Thou art the offended 
Majesty, out of whose reach I cannot escape, 
and under whose judgments I can never beable 
to bear up. <A guilty consciousness makes 
me afraid to come unto thee; yet I know there 
is nothing but certain destruction to keep away 
from thee; and though there is no peace to 
the wicked so continuing; yet if the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts, and return to the Lord, thy promise 
then, O.God, is to have mercy upon him, 
and abundantly to pardon. I have none to seek 
to 
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to for remedy against my sins, but unto the 
just and holy God, against whom I have griev- 
ously sinned; and how shall I stand in thy 
sight, O Lord, who hatest and condemnest the 
works of darkness, and the workers of iniqui- 
ty, whose wrath against sin burns as deep as 
hell, and as long as eternity. 

I submit, great Lord, to thy offended Majes- 
ty! and I have no hopeful prospect, looking 
any way, but to thy Almighty power, thy su- 
per-abounding grace, and thy ever-enduring 
mercy, who at the lowest can raise, and at the 
worst art able to relieve us. Nothing is too 
hard for thee to effect ; the most wretched case 
is not past thy cure; though our sins be as 
scarlet, thou canst make them as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, thou canst 
make them as wool; yea, thou hast found a 
ransom, and laid help upon one that is mighty, 
and able to save to the uttermost all that come 
to God through him. If I had not sinned, I 
had no need of such a Redeemer; but they 
were sinners whom he came to save; and there- 
fore, to the Lord Jesus I look with the desire 
of my soul-to find a healing for this sinful soul 
of mine, in the precious blood of his cross. O 
good God! when my sins cry to thee for ven- 
geance, be thou pleased to hear his blood and 
merits pleading and interceding for my soul ; 
and speaking better things in my behalf than I 
am able to do for myself, in all my prayers. 

Behold, O merciful Lord, a miserable object 
on which to glorify thy power and compassion, 


thy 
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thy wonderful work, and great salvation! O 
look upon me in my blood, and bid me live. 
Speak death to my sins, that my soul may live, 
and for ever bless thy name. . Turn away thy 
face from my sins, and blot out all my iniqui- 
ties. For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon 
my sin, for it is great; too great for any but 
the God of infinite goodness and love ever to 
discharge me from. O magnify thy all-suffi- 
ciency to help me out in this my woful mise- 
ry. Make the happy experiment -upon my 
poor soul, how great things worthy of God thou 
canst do; that where sin hath abounded thy 
grace may much more abound. Return, O 
Lord, deliver my soul; O save me for thy mer- 
ey’s sake: save me from the guilt and filth, 
from the power and curse of all my sins. And 
thou, Lord, that knowest how to deliver, make 
me some way to escape out of the desperate 
straits and perplexities into which my sins 
have cast me, that my iniquities may not hang 
upon me to be my ruin; but that they be 
taken away and forgiven, and washed out 
with the blood of Jesus Christ. O turn thou 
me, Lord God of my salvation, and I shall be 
turned from my sins, and from this present 
evil world, more effectually and fully to thy 
blessed self. O give me such conviction 
as may end in sound conyersion; and let 
me experience in myself that grace of God 
which bringeth salvation. I want thy grace, 
© Lord; and want it I shall for ever, if 
thou be not pleased to look graciously upon 

me 
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me in my blessed Redeemer. But thou wilt 
never have the less, how mucl soever thou 
bestowest: and thou canst not bestow thy 
grace upon any one that more needs it. O God 
of all grace, that keepest mercy for thousands, 
hast thou not a blessing for me? a spiritual 
heavenly blessing! For thy dear Son, my on- 
ly Saviour’s sake, let me find such grace in thy 
sight. O get thee everlasting glory in so oblig- 
ing the unworthy: and whatever I want, O 
deny me not that saving grace which, though 
a precious treasure that I am bold to ask, yet, 
it is not too great or good for the God infi- 
nitely great and good to give. O do that work 
of thy grace thoroughly upon my heart, for 
which I may have cause to glorify thy name 
for evermore. inen. 


A Prayer for the troubled Soul. 
O GOD of the spirits of all flesh! thou 
k 


nowest the grievous tormentofa wound- 

ed spirit; and hast promised not to, break the 
bruised reed, nor to quench the smoking flax : 
Have pity, Lord of love, upon thy disconsolate 
servant, whose spirit is sore broken, and over. 
whelmed within him ; and relieve and heal and 
comfort him with thy peace, and some tokens 
for good, that thou hast thoughts of love and 
everlasting mercy towards him. O blessed : 
Jesus, who callest to thee the laboring and 
heavy laden sinners, with the promise of rest 
for their souls, give some glimpse of thy merey 
X 2 and 
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and faith in thy merits and promises to this 
poor troubled ‘soul, cast down with the sense 
of his sin, and the fear of thy wrath. The sa- 
crifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken 
and. a contrite heart, O God, thou -wilt not des- 
pise. O hide not thy face from thy servant, 
nor cast him away from thy presence in dis- 
pleasure ; but speak peace to him, and cause 
thy grace to shine upon him. 

O God of consolation, be thou pleased to 
cheer him up with the hope and rehef of thy 
pardon and acceptance, and give him a comfort- 
able affiance in thee, and the witness of thy 
Spirit with his spirit, to persuade him that he 
is the child of God, whom thou lovest though 
thou chastenest, and with thy terrors preparest 
him for thy comforts. _O that he may see love 
in the rod, and take it as the chastisement of 
a kind Father, and not the vengeance of an in- 
censed Judge; and that he may find this hu- 
miliation working for his everlasting consola- 
tion ; secing they that mourn are blessed, and 
shall be comforted, and such as sow in tears 
shall reap in joy. O that his sorrow may be the 
godly sorrow which works repentance, nojto 
be repented of: thatit may have sucha happy 
issue, and end in unspeakable glorious joy ; but 
let him not sorrow as one without hope, seeing 
the trouble for sin is’a preservative from the 
damnation of hell; and such as are now in glo- - 
ry went this very way to heaven, working out 
their salvation with fear and trembling; and so 
feeling the burden of sin here, that they might 

not 
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not lie under it for ever. Therefore, though 
he walk in darkness, and has no light, yet let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God. 

O Lord! rebuke him not in thy anger, nei- 
ther chasten him in thy sore displeasure ;_ but 
return and set him free from the heavy pres- 
sure now upon him. ., Be pleased, O Lord, to 
deliver him ; O Lord make haste to help him. 
Quicken him for thy name’s sake : and for thy 
righteousness sake bring his soul out of trou- 
ble. Thou hast shewed him great and sere 
troubles ; be thou pleased. to revive him again, 
that he may rejoice in thee. Shew him thy 
mercy, O Lord, and grant him thy salvation. 
O refresh him early with such thy mercy, that 
he may be glad, and rejoice in thee all his days, 
when thou hast considered his trouble as thou 
hast known his soul in adversity, that thy name 
may haye the glory, and his soul the comfort 
of thy seasonable relief, and thy sweet abun- 
dant mercies in Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Enjoyment of God’s gracious 
Presence and divine Communion. 


'@) THOU infinite Majesty of heaven and 
earth, who canst no where be absent, but 
filleth all things ! no place is so desolate as to | 
be without thee : no men so bad, but they 
live and move, and have their being in thee. 
Yea, the very devils are not out of thy reach, 
but aware of thy presence, though to their 

cost ; 
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cost ; and even in hell thou art there; but to 
thy people and saints, that are of the household 
of God, and bear thy image, and know thy 
voice, and how to prize thy love, to them thou 
art pleased to open and communicate thyself 
in an éspecial favorable manner, and to go 
in and out among them as the children of thy 
family ; and, in the most wonderful condescen- 
sion, to treat them as thy friends and favor- 
ites; to revive their spirits and to cheer their 
hearts ; and thou hast promised that thou wilt 
not leave them comfortless ; but come to them 
and dwell in them, and be their God, and let 
them be thy people. Thus thou dost mani- 
fest thyself to them, though not to the world ; 
for the ungodly are far from thee, and live 
without God in the world. Our sins, alas ! 
_ do make the cursed wall of separation between’ 
thee and our souls; and for my sins, O how 
justly mightest thou, Lord, forsake me, and 
cast me off in displeasure, and hide away thy 
face, and keep at a distance from me, and aban- 
don me over to my wretched self, as an enemy 
~vhom thou canst not love, but disdainest to 
‘look upon. 

But though my ill deserts at thy hands may 
' well provoke such thy indignation against me, 
yet let my forlorn estate without thee move 
thy compassion towards me; and where thou 
canst not take pleasure in me, yet, Father of 
mereies, have pity on me, and cast me not 
away-from thy presence, nor abhor, nor for- 
sake me for thy name’s sake, and for the oe 

o 
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of that mercy which has moved thee to do so 
much already for me, and so far to discover 
thy grace uponme. O come tome, and make 
me such as that thou mayest abide with me, 
and rejoice over me todo me good. My soul 
is as a desolate wilderness, a confused chaos ; 
yea, even the image of hell without thee, my 
God, while thou art not with my spirit, I live 
wickedly to thy dishonor and I know not 
how soon I shall die wretchedly, to my own 
eternal undoing, if thou cast not an eye of pity 
upon me; if thou make not haste in mercy to 
help me. O Emanuel, God with us ! for thy 
mercy’s sake, for thy promise sake, for my 
misery’s sake, see me lying afar off, and bring 
me nigh through the blood of thy cross. O 
bring me out of my strangeness to thee, and 
my distance from thee, that I-may be safe un- 
der the shadow of thy wings, and happy in the 
solace of thy love. 

If thou reject me, O my God, what company 
or comforts of the world can then avail, or 
make any recompence for the loss of thy fa- 
vor, in which is life, and without which 1 am 
dead while I live, and shall be for ever accurs- 
ed when I die. But if thou be with me, and 
lift up the light of thy countenance upon me, 
I shall have heavenly fellowship, and overflow 
with unspeakable joy. Even in the absence of 
all other friends and comforts I shall not need, 
I shall not desire them, when I can go to God 
my exceeding joy, and be taken up with my 
blessed Lord, in whose presence is fulness of 

10% 
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joy. O blessed are they whom thou chusest and 
causest to approach so nigh unto thee, O Lord, 
and who are so higly favored by thee, whose 
gracious presence can make the poorest cots 
tage better than the stateliest palace, and fill 
the hearts of thy servants with such divine de- 
lights, to which the greatest men of the world 
are strangers. O what manner of love is this, 
that the great God of heaven should vouchsafe 
to visit and ‘reside with poor mortals on earth ! 
And O that my soul were fit to be the habita-: 
tion of the King of glory. But, Lord, how 
unworthy am I that thou shouldest come under 
my roof. O blessed Jesus, be thou pleased to 
regard my undone state without thee, and my - 
restless longings after thee, and be pleased to 
come unto me, dear Lord, not because I de- 
serve, but because I need thee; not for my 
merits, but for thy own, who art worthy ; for . 
whose sake I should be so fayored from on 
high. My Lord and my God, whom have I 
in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire besides thee. O be not as a 
stranger to the soul in which thou hast planted 
an inclination to serve thee, but bless and hon- 
or me with that divine fellowship of which 
thou hast made me not only capable, but de- 
sirous ; and give me the satisfaction to find 
what thou hast given me a heart to seek; yea, 
give me grace, O my Lord, to go on seeking 
fill I find thee whom my soul desires above all. 
to love; let me endure any thing easier Se 
thy: 


#. 
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thy absence and displeasure, and desire no- 
thing so much as thy presence and favor. 

And be not thou far from me, O my God, 
but let me experience thy gracious presence 
with me, and the goodness of the Lord passing 
before me. Lord Jesus, be with my spirit, and 
dwell in my heart by faith ; as thou hast pro- 
mised to be with thy lovers and followers al- 
ways, even to the end of the world ; Lord, for 
thy mercy’s sake, blot out my sins; and then, 
for thy promise sake, come and visit my soul. 
O make mé such as I should be towards thee, 
and such as thou mayest take pleasure in me ; 
and then shew thyself unto me with the favor 
which thou bearest to thy people ; and may» 
thy gracious abode with me now on earth, be 
to me a comfortable earnest of my glorious ' 
abode with thee for ever in thy heavenly king- 
dom. Be with me, O my Saviour, every where, 
and at all times, in health and in sickness, in 
prosperity and trouble, in all estates, and in all 
events and circumstances of my life ; to sancti- 
fy and sweeten to me whatever befals me ; and 
never leave nor forsake me in my present pil- 
grimage here, till thou hast brought. me safe 
through all trials and dangers to be ever with 
the Lord ; there to live in thy sight, and love, 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 


A Prayer for heavenly Comforts. 


“MOST blessed Lord, the God of all con- 
solation, who comfortest those that are 

cast down, and givest such peace and joy, Be 
¢ 


a 
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the world can neither give nor take away ; I 
confess myself unworthy of so much as any 
good look from thy gracious eye, often 
glimpse of the light of thy countenance, to 
be lifted up upon my soul. I deserve to be in 
heaviness for my sins, to groan-under the op- 
pressive burden, even all my days, and at last 
to go down in sorrow to my grave ; but because 
thou knowest, Lord, our danger to surfeit on 
the pleasures of sin, when thou withholdest 
heavenly consolation from us; ahd that the 
joy of the Lord is our strength, to carry us on ~ 
with fidelity and alacrity in the way of our du- 
ty: I beseech thee, O Lord of love, to speak 

peace to my conscience, and say to my soul, 
that thou art my salvation: To fortify me 
against the stolen sinful pleasures, and to en- 
erage my heart to a faithfulness in the covenant 
of my God; I beg of thee some tokens of thy 
love to me, some discoveries of the light of thy 
couritenance upon me, some experience of the 
joy of thy blessed Spirit in me ; my sou! thirst- 
eth for thee, my ‘God, to see thy power, and 
thy glory, so as I have seen thee im the sanctu- 
ary. How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord, 
for ever ? How long wilt thou hide thy face from 
me? How long shall I take counsel in my soul, 
having sorrow in my heart daily ? O cause thy 
face to shine upon me, let my heart rejoice in 
thee, because I have trusted in thy holy name. 
Let my mouth be filled with thy praise, and 
with thy honor all the day long; and let my 
4 . soul 
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soul be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, 
when I praise thee with joyful lips. 

hether I come in or be left out, in the dis- 
tribution of thy common favors, which thou 
seatterest with an indifferent hand amongst all 
sorts of men, O remember me, Lord; with the 
favor which thou bearest to thy people, and 
visit me with thy salvation ; that I may see the 
good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the 
gladness of thy nation, and glory with thy in- 
heritance. .O that I may experience the joy 
and peace in believing, and rejoice in Christ 
Jesus, and count thy love better than wine, and 
prefer it above my chiefest joy. Seeing the 
work of righteousness is peace, and the effect 
of it quietness and assurance for ever! O make 
me the true and faithful subject of that spiritu- 
al kingdom, which is righteousness and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. O let me so taste 
that the Lord is gracious, and give me such 
feelings of thy Spirit’s operation in me; such 
witness with my spirit, such hopes of thy glo- 
ry, and such token for good, to persuade and 
assure my heart of thy everlasting love and fa- 
vor in Christ Jesus, to my soul, that my soul 
may bless thee, O Lord, and_all that is within 
me may praise thy holy name! And that the 
satisfaction and delight which I take in thy ser- 
vice, may also invite in others to give up them- 
selves to it; and so thou, the blessed Giver of 
all joy and comfort, mayest by us all be glori- 
fied, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer 
ig 
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A Prayer and Praise for a converted Sinner. 


WILL praise thee, O Lord my God, with 

all my heart, and I will glorify thy name for 
evermore ; so great is thy mercy towards me, 
that thou hast delivered my soul from the low- 
est hell. My lips therefore shall greatly re- 
joice, when I sing to thee, and my soul which 
thou hast redeemed, shall make her boast in 
the Lord. For I was darkness, but now am 
light in the Lord; I was dead, and am alive 
again; I was lost and am found. When no 
eye pitied me, and when I had not a heart to 
pity myself, then didst thou, Lord of love, look 
upon me in my blood, and bid melive. O sin- 
ful wretch !. that I should be taken, and others 
left! I stand amazed at thy kindness and love, 
O God my Saviour, for all the great things 
which thou hast done for my soul, more than 
if thou hadst given me wealth, and strength, | 
and wit, and beauty, to the admiration of all; 
more than if thou hadst set me up with the 
princes of the earth, and blessed me with all 
the fulness and glory of the world ; for O how 
soon do all these things pass away and perish ! 
but the word of God, by which I am born 
again, lives and abides for ever. The grace 
of God, which brings salvation, appearing to 
me, is in mea well of water springing up to 
everlasting life. O God of all grace! who 
hadst such thoughts of mercy towards me, 
even when I was in enmity against thee, and 
did 
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did nothing but forget and provoke thee, thou 
wilt not despise the day of small things, nor 
cast me off for the failings of my services, af- 
ter thou hast wrought in me some good things 
towards thee, and brought my soul from the 
gates of hell, within prospect of the heavenly 
glory. 

O what great and sore troubles hast thou 
shewed me! yet didst thou turn again and re- 
fresh me, and comfort me on every side with the 
most reviving and richest of allmercy. J must 
for ever have perished, if thou Lord, hadst not 
brought me from my deadness in trespasses 
and sins, tonewness of life; and better I neyer 
had been born, if I had not been newborn. O 
blessed change! and mighty work, worthy of 
God! O the riches of grace, and the wonders 
of divine power and love! What shall I render 
to the Lord for these greatest of all benefits, 
which Lam not able so much as worthily to ex- 
press ? 1 can never enough admire and bless 
thee, O my God, for thy love to my soul, which 
thou hast brought to see the joy of thy salva- 
tion; how thou didst bear with me in all my 
dulness and perverseness, and what work thou 
hadst to bring me into any good hopeful way 
for the heavenly bliss. Yet wouldst thou not 
suffer me to undo myself, but gavest me checks 
in the way of my sins, till thou hadst overcome 
my heart by thy almighty grace, and brought 
me home to thy blessed self; and from the sla- 
vish dread of thy wrath, to the sweet apprehen- 
sions of thy love. 

Bless 
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Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me bless his holy name. My God and 
Saviour, I was hopeless and helpless, and at the 
lowest thou hast remembered me; at the worst 
thou hast holpen and comforted me; the fear 
of hell was upon me, and thou hast set me 
above that killing dread, to rejoice in hope of 
thy glory. I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
yealed them unto babes. O who am JI, unwor- 
thy wretch, that I should be made so happily 
to differ from any others, and from my former 
self! O what have I done to invite such saving 
mercy to shine upon me, when so great a part 
of the world is still in darkness, and in the sha- 
dow of death. Iam unworthy, Lord, lam un- 
worthy, but thou art the God infinitely good, 
and abundant in mercy. 

O blessed God of my salvation, accept the 
oblation of myself, and all my services, togeth- 
er with my thanks and praise, for this thy love 
in Christ Jesus, wherewith thou hast so eter- 
nally obliged me to thyself. To give all glo- 
ry to thee, O what abundant cause hast thou 
given me, when as I have no good thing on 
earth, but of thy bounty, and am out of hell, 
only through thy mercy. And O that my life 
may be spent in thy dearest love, and im thy 
faithful service, ever delighting to do thy will, 
O my God! as I am the receiver of such mer- 
cies, so make me the preacher of thy praises. 
Let me bless thee, Lord, at all times, and axe 

thy 
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thy praise continually in my mouth, even while 
I have my being. Accept, O gracious Father, 
and continue me for thy own, and make me 
still fitter for thy blessed acceptance sin Jesus 
Christ my Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer after a Relapse into Sin. 


MY God! I am filled with confusion to 

lift up my face unto thee, from whom I 

have so foolishly and wickedly departed ; and 
against whom I have so greatly and provoking- 
ly sinned. Iam ashamed to confess unto thee 
what, alas! I have not been afraid to commit 
against thee. Thou, Lord, hast made me to 
know better, but I have held the truth in un- 
righteousness, and therefore deserve to be beat- 
en with many stripes, for sinning so against 
my ownknowledge. Yea, how oft have I been 
taught, as with briars and thorns, what an evil 
and bitter thing it is to trespass upon the Lord, 
as Ihave done! and yet, worse than a child or 
brute, [ have run upon the offences for which 
I knew I must sadly repent, or do worse; nor 
have I only resisted the clearest light and con- 
viction, but trampled on the richest grace and 
love; therefore I am inexcusable, O righteous 
Lord! and have nothing to say in my own de- 
fence: no, the guilt which I have contracted, 
stops my mouth. O into what a depth am I 
fallen ! and is there any hope now for one that 
has so wilfully spoiled himself as I have done ? 
The pardon and grace which Iam necessitated | 
to come begging at thy hands, O my Lord, 
Wied how 
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how much greater. are they than I have any 
reason to expect! yet not greater than thou, 
the God of all grace, canst give; nor greater 
than thon hast also promised to bestow even 
upon the greatest sinners, repenting and return- 
ing to thee. It is thy reviving word to such, 
that thou wilt have mercy upon them, and. abun. 
dantly pardon; and though men may be false, 
and. their offers but ensnarements, yet faithful- 
ness itself can never deceive us. 

Seeing thou hast made such a way for our 
redemption, O God of all grace, to heal and 
save our poor lost souls, by the stripes and 
death of thy own beloved Son; O that the 
blessed Saviour whom thou hast sent into the 
world, may exercise his power and pity, and 
great salvation upon me, In this my woful con- 
dition! and make me some way to escape, 
that I may not be thus taken captive by the 
tempter at his will. Good God! there is noth- 
ing In me but misery to move thy mercy. O 
fetch arguments of pity from thy own infinite 
goodness, and thy tender inclinations, to com- 
passionate and relieve poor sinners returning 
to thee, after they have foolishly misbehaved 
themselves and wickedly rebelled against thee. 
Mercy, O Lord, mercy I beg of thee, for mer- 
cy’s sake ; O let thy compassion spare me, and | 
withhold thy justice from proceeding against 
me. I have sinned as a silly wicked man; O 
Lord, pardon and heal me, as an Almighty 
and most merciful God. I have gone astray 
like a los sheep! O seek thy servant, Lord, and 

bring 
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bring me back to the Shepherd and Bishop of 
my soul. Wilt thou take this sad opportunity 
to advance thy everlasting glory, in pitying the 
worst of fools, in saving the chief of,sinners ? 
For thy name sake, O Lord, pardon my iniqui- 
ty, whichis so exceedingly great. O absolve me 
from the guilt, deliver me from the power, 
cleanse me from the: pollution, and save me 
from the punishment of this, and all my offen- 
ces, that expose me to thy wrath, and indispose 
me for thy-service ; estranging me from thee, 
and hindering the freedom of my love, and de- 
light in thee. 

Lord of love, the God of my mercy, heal my 
backslidings, that Imay not again return to folly. 
O let me vow and pay to the Lord my God; and 
so go forthin thy strength, that thou mayest con- 
firm my resolution, and enable me to perform 
what I have promised. O thou compassionate 
Succorer of the tempted, lead me not into temp- 
tation, but, by thy grace and mighty aid, secure 
me so to thyself, that I may not only in this day 
of confusion and anguish, when my wounds are 
fresh bleeding upon me, but in all times to 
come, humble my soul, and hate my sin, and 
take heed to my ways; and with purpose of 
heart cleave to the Lord, and keep in thy holy 
fear and love to my life’s end. .dmen. 


Another humbling Office under any foul Fall. 


JUST and holy God, what shall I say 

unto thee, and how shall I shew my face 
before thee, after I have so highly affronted thy 
glorious 


s 
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glorious Majesty, and violated thy righteous 
commands, striking more wounds stillinto my 
wofully-distressed conscience. O that I should 
have the,sad occasion to come upon the same 
account, to confess and bewail the sin which I 
have so often confessed and bewailed. Holy 
Lord, I am ashamed that I have this need to 
beg; and afraid lest my sins have so provoked 
thee, that I should beg in vain; for sin, when 
it is finished brings forth death ; it destroys our 
grace, and peace, and comfort now ; and, with- 
out the interposition of infinite mercy, it will 
destroy soul and body eternally. And when 
I am under the desert of that condemnation, 
O what mercy from the Father of mercies, do’ 
I experience, that it is not executed upon me! 
What patience, but that of the long-suffering 
God, would ever bear with such as provoke him 
every day, when he could so easily break out 
in fury, and avenge him of his adversary! O 
how justly mightest thou, Lord, refuse to hear 
me now crying to thee in the anguish of my 
soul; who have so often refused to hear thee 
calling upon me by the motions of thy holy 
Spirit! O the spoils, and havoc, and desola- 
tion, which my sin has made in my soul! So 
many ageravations of this sin, do make it be- 
yond measure sinful till Iam become vile in 
my owneyes. And such frequent falls do ruin 
my hopes, and render my case so extremely 
hazardous, that I am ready to fear, lest mercy 
should quite have done with me, and abandon 
me over to my wretched self, and leave me to 
be 
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be filthy still, and to lie and perish in my sins, 
because I have revolted still more and more. 

T abhor myself and humble my soul here in 
the dust before thee, O Lord! and because I 
have made so bold with thy laws, I am sorely 
afraid of thy judgments. My sins have taken 
such hold of me, that my heart fails me ; yet, 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean, 
and make me whole. I come therefore in hope 
to beg the so often forfeited life of my poor 
soul, at thy. blessed hands ; for thou that hast 
charged us to forgive an offending brother sev- 
enty times seven, (even as oft as he repents) 
wilt not thyself be harder to thy offenders, 
when they become penitent seekers of thy mer- 
cy: no, though we so often forget our duty, 
thou canst never forget thy mercy. A woman 
may sooner forget her compassions to the fruit 
of her womb, than the Lord of love will forget 
his kindness to his child. And to the mercy 
that has hitherto so wonderfully endured me, 
O my Lord, Iseek and beg now this addition, 
eyen the further prolonging yet of thy patience 
towards me. 

In the day of my trouble I will call upon 
thee, for thou wilt answer me. I believe, 
Lord, thy power and thy readiness to relieve 
poor sinners repairing to thee ; and to that end 
didst thou, O blessed Saviour, conie into the 
world, and shed thy precious blood, to atone 
for our guilt, and to cleanse us from all our 
sins. O that I, who have the greatest need 
may feel the happy benefit! that where sin has 

abounded, 
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abounded, thy grace may much more abound. 
Look upon me, O Lord, as thou didst on thy 
offending disciple, to melt my heart inte a 
kindly relenting, and penitent concernment for 
this great evil; that I may look upon whom 
my sins have pierced and mourn; and be in 
bitterness for the grievous offences that I have 
committed against the Lord of love, and the 
God of all my mercies. What is past, I can- 
not recall; but thou, my Jesus, canst remit 
it, and give me grace to repent it. O give me 
such true repentance for it, that thou mayest 
also give me full pardon of it, and, in thy 
great mercy, be reconciled to me, and at peace 
with me. 
And grant, O gracious Lord, that the custom 
of sinning may not so dull my sense of it, that 
I should commit these great sins with little 
remorse. Nor let it so increase my sinful in- 
clinations, that I should be the servant of cor- 
ruption, giving harbor and encouragement 
to the cursed things, and taking part with the 
enemies of my own house, to be, the worst 
tempter to myself. Be thou, OQ Lord, my 
strong tower of defence against them, and ena- 
ble me to go on conquering and to conquer, 
till in the name of the Lord, I have destroyed 
them. So often have I fallen by their hands, 
that I fear lest one cay I should so fall by them, 
as never to rise again; but thou, my Strength 
and my Redeemer, urt stronger than the strong 
one, and abie yet to secure me. QO blessed 
Keeper of Israel, keep back thy servant from 


presumptuous 


wt 
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presumptuous sins ; let them not have domin- 
ion over me; that I may be upright and inno- 
cent from the great transgression ; nor punish 
my past sins, by giving me up to commit sin 
with greediness, but subdue my iniquities that 
prevail against me; and pluck me out of the 
mire and the snare, for thy mercy’s sake. O 
that the same mercy, ‘which has hitherto held 
the hand of justice from cutting me off, and sé 
often spared me, may also forgive and renew 
me ; and so strengthen all the good things of 
thy grace in my- soul, that I may be full of 
power to defend thy rights against these usur- 
pations of the sinful part in me; and may be 
found so faithful until death, that thou mayest 
give me the crown of life; not for any worth in 
me, but for the worthiness of thy Son, and for 
the sake of thy own tender mercies in Jesus 


Christ. Amen. : ; 


Thanksgiving for a Recovery, after a *Fall 
into Sin. 


iT BLESS thy name, O Lord my God, infi- 
nitely good, that thou hast kept me alive to 
this day ; and after all iny ill carriage towards 
thee, and all my presumptuous boldness with 
thee, and manifold rebellions against thee, thou 
hast not given me over as a prey to the deadly 
enemy of my soul, that seeks to devour me, 
but dost yet leave me a reserve of hope, and it 
is not In vain to seek thy face, and to wait for 
mercy at thy hands.) O my God, how won- 

: derful 
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derful is thy patience in my-eyes, that I have 
not perished in such sins. . It is through thy 
grace that I.come to pause and consider of my 
sin and danger, and the way to escape. And 
therefore hast thou so spared me in all my 
sins, that, by helping in such a desperate case, 
fe mighte st shew forth all the wonders of thy 
race. 

O Father of mercies, hast thou yet a blessing 
for such a rebellious wretch? And may I yet 
make bold to look for thy blessed favor, after 
I have done thee such infinite wrong! O the 
inconceivable depths of thy goodness that are in 
thy gracious nature, to use me as_.a dear friend, 
who have misbehaved myself towards thee, as 
the worst enemy, and to leave me hopes of par- 
don and heaven; when it is mercy far above 
all my deserts, but to spare my life upon earth, 
and to keep my soul out of hell. And hast 
thou, Lord, kept me to this day, and. brought 
me through so many temptations and dangers 
in my life, to be ayenged on me, and to destroy 
me at last? O my gracious Father, the God of 
~ all my mercies, ‘I cannot think thou so de- 
‘lightest in my death. I have wronged thee 
too much with all my sins already; and let 

me not add this now to the heavy score, to 
dishonor such tried mercy, with the base dis- 
trust, and despair of its continuance. O no; 
I believe, Lord, help my unbelief, that thou 
art not willing I should perish, but ’by repent- 
ance come to salvation: and O whata gracious 
God have I, to deal so bountifully y wath, me 
ani 
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and what a stony heart, to be no more affected 
with the richest mercy ! O what a life of sins, 
and what a life of mercies has mine been ! with 
amazement I reflect on both, to think how bad 
I have been towards thee, my Lord, and yet 
how good thou hast been to my soul. O that 
such wonders of love may have the prevailing 
force upon my heart, to turn it against the sins 
that have engaged me in such rebellion against 
the Lord, and to bring me nearer to my God 
than ever I have been; and to make me more 
abound in thy love, and more delight in thy 
service than ever I have done. O that I may 
never commit sins so great against the God 
so infinitely good, but be warned by these es- 
capes, and won by these mercies, to be more 
watchful and faithful in keeping myself from 
my iniquity ; continually fearing to offend, and 
endeavoring to please thee, my God, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Thanksgiving for spiritual Victory. 
8) LORD God, almighty and most merci- 


ful, who givest strength and power to thy 
people ; and with the temptation makest them 
a way to escape! by thy grace Iam what lam, 
and thy grace bestowed on me was not in vain, 
but helped me in time of need, to withstand 
and oyercome the temptation wherewith I 
was assaulted. My own strength, Lord, thou 
knowest is but weakness, and my heart not to 
be trusted. But thy hand held me up, and ay 
prs the 
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the help of my God, I have preserved my in- 
tegrity, and so resisted the devil, as to make 
him flee from me. I find, O Lord, by sweet 
and joyful experience, thy ways to be ways of 
pleasantness and paths of peace; and that in 
observing thy laws there is great reward. O 
how much are the heavenly raptures of victo- 
ry to be preferred before the filthy pleasures 
of sin! shame, and dread, and sorrow, are the 
cursed consequences of yielding to the temp- 
ter; but glorying and confidence, and the 
peace of God, and joy in the Holy Ghost, are 
the conqueror’s portion. 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul 
shall be joyful in my God, who has lifted me 
up, and not suffered my foes to triumph over 
me. They have thrust sore at me that I might 
fall, but the Lord helped me. The Lord is my 
strength and my song, and is become my sal- 
vation ; the voice of rejoicing and salvation is 
in the dwellings of the righteous, . The right 
hand of the Lord doth valiantly, and brings 
mighty things to pass. I shall not die but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord, and tell 
what he has done for my soul. Blessed be 
God, who has not turned away my prayer, nor 
_ his mercy from me. O Lord my God, thou 
hast been watchful over me for good, thou 
wast nigh to me, thou hast shewed thy father- 
ly care.of me, and in love to my soul hast thou 
preserved me, because thou hadst a favor to 
me. I am thine, and I will be thine, and will 
love thee, and bless thy name, and give thee 
thanks for ever. Amen. A Prayer 
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A Prayer for greater Concernment and Dili- 
gence for the Soul, and the Things of an- 
other World. 


LORD God, to whom I do owe myself 

and all that ever Iam, or have, thou hast 

given me my being, and my time and talents 
here in the world, as opportunities and advyan- 
tages of thy service, and for the working out 
of my salvation. And O what have I to do up- 
on earth, but to prepare myself for heaven, 
when I am here placed between the infinite 
eternity of happiness and of misery, in a capa- 
city for the one, and in danger of the other. O 
what should be my care and utmost endeavor, 
but to flee from the wrath te come, and to lay 
hold on eternal life; to provide well for my 
everlasting condition, and to make sure work 
for my immortal soul in this only time of pre- 
paration; but O how negligent and careless 
have I been in that which most of all concerns 
ine, doing every thing rather than the great 
work which thou didst send me into the world 
to do; and so thou mightest justly come upon 
me, Lord, with a dreadful surprize; to call me 
to my last account, in a day unlooked for, and 
at an hour that I should not be aware of ; but 
for the sake of that mercy of thine in Christ 
Jesus, which has prevailed with thee to spare 
me so long, go on, I beseech thee, O my God, 
to be merciful to me, in forgiving me all my 
past sloth and negligence ; and in quickening 
me to a greater concernment and assiduity, to 
redeem 
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redeem the time that I have lost, and to im- 
prove every present enjoyment to my soul’s 
eternal advantage. O preserve me from all the 
distracting cares, and the sinful pleasures of 
this life ; and let me look less upon the tempo- 
ral things that are seen; and keep open my eyes 
towards the great unseen eternal things that are 
before me. O make me more concerned for 
my everlasting state, and more careful to do 
that work, which above all things in the world, 
is most needful to be done. O let me dread 
the doom of the slothful servant, and not be 
listless to the business that is of the greatest 
importance. Lord shew me both the truth 
and reality, and also the worth and excellency 
of things to come ; both to dispel all my doubt- 
ings of them, and also to whet my earnest long- 
ings after them. O give me such a view and 
apprehension of my supreme eternal good, as 
may raise my desires after it, proportionably 
to it; and make me so dissatisfied without it, 
that I may count nothing too much to do, no- 
thing too hard to endure ; so that I may at last 
attain the blessed enjoyment of it. : 

O let the meditation of hell be a preservative 
to deter me from all the ways leading to that 
dreadful end; and may I so look to the hea- 
venly joy set before me, that with all vigor 
and alacrity I may put forth myself, to get safe 
into the possession of everlasting glory. O my 
God, give me the spirit of wisdom from above, 
to discern the vast disproportion between the 
short moment of this present time, and the in- 

finite 
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finite duration of immortality ; and between 
the pleasures of sin, that are but for a season, 
and those heavenly pleasures that are at thy 
right hand for evermore. Seeing all these 
things must be dissolved, O make me such a 
manner of person as I ought to be, in all holy 
conversation and godliness ; looking for, and 
hasting to, the coming of the day of God. 
Quicken me, O. Lord, in my dulness, and has- 
ten me out of my delays; that I may not pro- 
long the time of doing what I am convinced is 
necessary to be done ; to save me from the se- 
cond death, and bring me to inherit eternal 
life. O!to what purpose am I troubled and 
careful about many things, when I neglect the 
one thing needful! Help me, my God, to use 
the reason and understanding which thou hast 
given me, in looking before me, and consider- 
ing what it is that makes for my true happi- 
ness ; and give me also resolution and faithful- 
ness to choose and follow it, whatever difficul- 
ties at present may be in it. Help me, O Lord, 
to remember and consider all the powerful in- 
ducements, which may quicken me into a 
ereater care for my eternal state ; that my be- 
ing may not last longer than the good of my 
being, but may it go well with me elsewhere 
for ever, when all that is here shal! failme. O 
that I may now give diligence to make my call- 
ing and election sure, and strive to enter in at 
the strait gate, and labor for that meat which 
endures to everlasting life; by patient contin- 
uing in well-doing, seeking for glory, honor — 
2 and. 
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and immortality ; that I may not fall short of 
that rest which remains for the people of God : 
but so labor here in thy work, that hereafter I 
may rest from my labors in thy kingdom ; not 
for the merit of my works but for thy mercy’s 
sake in Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for Faithfulness and Constaney in 
the Profession of our Religion. 


MY Lord and my God, who hast called 

me to the knowledge of thy etérnal truth, 

and by the light of the gospel shining upon me, 
hast made the way of life and salvation plain 
before me! Be thou pleased to give me the in- 
genuity and courage still to confess thee be- 
fore men; and to own thy holy religion, even 
in the face of an evil and adulterous genera- 
tion. O let me not be tossed to and fro, and 
carried away with every wind of doctrine by 
the slight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive. My God 
and guide! suffer me not to be led away with 
the error of the wicked, and to fall from my 
own steadfastness ; but may I ever hold fast the 
profession of my faith without wavering, and 
hold the beginning of my confidence stedfast 
' to the end. O give me such an experimental 
knowledge and relish, and love of thy holy 
truth, as may make me ever faithful and true 
to it ; that my mind may not be corrupted from 
the simplicity that is in Christ, and that I may 
never be put out of that religion, the goodness 
whereof I have perceived so much by my own 
experience ; 
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experience; but may still appear with zeal 
for the religion in which I have found so much 
happy advantage, and heavenly satisfaction to 
my soul; and grant me, good Lord, to find 
and feel still more and more of the powerful ef- 
ficacy of true Christianity upon my heart, that 
I may be rooted and grounded in the faith, and 
retain such a dear love of the truth, and take so 
much pleasure in the way which thy grace has 
put me upon, that I may never turn from it, 
nor prove ‘false to it; but notwithstanding all 
temptations to seduce or affright me out of it, 
I may openly declare for it, and ever be true 
to it, and faithfully persist in it to my life’s end. 
Amen. 


A Prayer for Zeal and Activity in the Practice 
of our Religion. 


LORD, the holy jealous God! thou hast 
declared how loathsome to thee ate the 
lukewarm, and pronounced him cursed that 
does the work of the Lord deceitfully ; and told 
us the dreadful doom of the slothful servant, 
who was called wicked, and condemned, not 
for committing foul evils, but for neglecting 
to improve his talents. Thou didst send us in- 
to this world to provide for the next; and we 
are a people devoted to the Lord, that have 
vowedand promised to serve our God, with all 
the utmost and best that we are or have: This 
is the one thing needful, that we were made 
for, and that we are all most strictly bound to, 
and must in earnest mind and follow it, as ever 
. we 


e 
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we would escape the damnation of hell, and 
enter into the joy of our Lord; but I am 
ashamed, O my God, that I have loitered so 
long in thy vineyard, and trifled so much in 
thy work; that I have busied myself about 
vanities; and slighted my greatest business. 
And well may I now tremble for fear of thy 
judgments, when I have so little concerned 
and bestirred myself, as one of thy redeemed, 
zealous of good works. segs 

O merciful Lord! forgive me all my sinful 
omissions, and all my careless performances of 
the duties of thy service; and quicken me 
into a greater zeal and diligence to promote 
thy glory, and to work out my salvation; that 
I may not only contend earnestly for the faith 
and doctrine of the gospel, but be as zealous 
for the practice of all gospel duties ; so shew- 
ing that I am in earnest with the religion 
whereof I make profession. 

To glorify thy name, and save our souls, is 
the greatest of all our concerns in the world ; 
nothing can deserve so much of our care and 
zeal, and diligence; when it is for a crown 
and a kingdom, for heaven and the glory eter- 
nal, and to be delivered from thy wrath and ey- 
erlasting damnation, that we strive and labor. 
O how much are we concerned to be vigorous 
in it, and all upon it! ready to every good 
work, and most industrious at the business of 
such infinite consequence, abounding in the 
work of the Lord! when upon this moment de- 
pends the endless eternity to come, and all that 

concerns 
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concerns us for ever, hangs upon the poor short 
life present, that is so quickly gone, and will 
never return. O my God! imprint these con- 
siderations so deep upon my heart, that I may 
no more trifle with the weighty things of eter- 
nity, nor shew a cold indifferency about that 
which is of such absolute necessity ; but may act 
as one that must be a blessed or a damned crea- 
ture for ever: and be as zealous for my God, as 
ever I have been eager for the world ; and as ac- 
tive in the pursuit of things eternal, as I have 
been to pursue the temporal; that I may indeed 
give up myself to thy service, and make it the 
main care and business of my life ; so shewing 
the sincerity of what I do profess, by that zeal 
and fervency, which is the life and soul of chris- 
tianity. Othou great Rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek thee ! help me seriously to engage in 
thy service, and unweariedly to go through with 
it; not slothful in business, but fervent in spir- 
it, serving the Lord ; exercising myself to god- 
liness, continuing watchful in prayer, keeping 
my heart with all diligence, ordering my con- 
versation with all usefulness, and running the 
race set before me with all cheerfulness, full of 
life and spirit in thy work, and full of . good 
deeds and fruits to thy honor, ever laboring 
to be accepted here to thy favor, and hereafter 
to thy glory. 

Yea, make me more zealous for thy honor, 
O Lord, than for my own; and whatever is 
injurious and reproachful to thee, O let me 
hate it perfectly, and oppose it strenuously, and 
yet 
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yet with such prudence and kindness towards 
men, that I may not betray my own shame, in 
defending thy glory, nor let my zeal consume, 
but inflame my charity ; and put me upon doing 
all the good that ever I am able in my genera- 
tion; to serve the interest of my Lord, and to 
help forward the salvation of souls. O make 
me valiant for thy truth, and discreet in my 
conduct, that I may neither betray the holy 
cause by my fear, nor reproach it by my folly. 
O let me not spend my zeal and spirits for 
earthly, but, for heavenly things; not for my 
own lust and honor, but for thy blessed will 
and pleasure; not in frivolous contentions, 
about the little appendages and circumstantials 
of religion, but in pressing after the vital and 
substantial part; and in my concernment and 
endeavor about the great unquestionable du- 
ties and qualifications necessary to the saving 
of the soul: And grant me thy grace, O Lord, 
to live now so zealously to the glory of thy 
name, that I may come to live blessedly for 
ever, in the glories of thy kingdom; not for the 
sake of my services, but of thy mercies, whose 
gift is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer against Worldliness, and for a Heav- 
enly Mind. 


HOU, O blessed God, art the only satis- 
fying portion and happiness of our souls, 

in whom alone the desires of our hearts may 
find that rest and repose, which all the et 
else 
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else cannot give; but, alas, this world, and 
the things of it, have had too much of my 
thoughts, and too much of my heart, till T 
have grown remiss in my affections; and cold in 
my love towards thee, my God, and those 
things above, which are most worthy of my 
love. I have been eager in the pursuit of van- 
ities and trifling concerns of this present time ; 
but O how slack and flighty in that which does 
most nearly and eternally concern me! In- 
tent upon this world, as if it would never end ; 
and forgetful of the next, as if it should never 
begin. Ihave forsaken the Fountain of liy- 
ing waters, to hew to myself the broken cis- 
tern that can hold no water ; disquieting my- 
self in vain, seeking rest, and finding none; 
because I have sought where the precious 
treasure is not to be found. And so thou 
mightest, Lord, leave me to inherit my own 
wretched choice ; to eat of the fruit of my own 
way, and to be filled with my own devices ; 
giving me all my portion in this life, which I 

ave so brutishly preferred before an infinitely 
better ; and shutting me out of that heavenly 
kingdom, which I have despised for the sake 
of this present world. 

But, O thou Father of mercies! forgive me 
all the defects of my love to thee, and all the 
excesses of my love to earthly things; and ‘so 
moderate my desires after these inferior goods, 
that instead of doating upon the world, I ma 
covet earnestly the best gifts, and seek first thy 
kingdom, and its righteousness; ee god- 

iness 
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liness the greatest gain, and all but loss and 
dung, for the love ot Christ, and the glories of 
heaven. O shew me so much of those great and 
glorious things of the world to come, as may 
duli and deaden my affections to the things of 
this present world, and crucify the world to me, 
and me to the world ; that it may lose the great 
force which it has had upon me; that I may be 
more disengaged and loosened from it, and more 
enamored with, and intent upon. the things 
above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of 
God, which wiil fully satisfy and never fail me. 
O let me not debase my heavenly soul, to lie 
grovelling and rooting in the earth, and licking 
the dust, as if I were all flesh, and had nothing 
to do, but to drudge for the vile body. O may 
I less mind earthly things, and despise the most 
tempting enjoyments of this world, for the love 
of my Lord, and the hope of his glory. May 
my heart be with my treasure in the heaven, 
looking for the biessed hope, and the glorious 
appearance of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ; not coveting great things of the 
world, nor to continue long in it; but rather 
in care, to get safe out of it, and desirous to 
be dissolved, and to be ever with the Lord. 
Even so, come Lord Jesus. _dmen, Amen. 


A Prayer for Perseverance and Grace to en- 
dure to the End. 


TERNAL God, with whom is everlasting 
strength! thou art able to keep us from 
falling, and to periorm the good work begun 
in 
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in us, till the day of Jesus Christ. But, Lord, 
thou knowest how weak and mutable lam; how 
wavering and bent to backsliding : how apt to 
decline and fall off, after I have been set up, and 
put in a good hopeful way heavenward ; and in 
what danger still to undo myself, after all the 
great things which thou hast done forme. O 
Lord of love, have pity on my infirmities, and 
strengthen me in my weakness. Preserve me, 
thou blessed Guardian of thy people, who 
keepest the’feet of thy saints; O preserve me 
from the danger of apostacy, andfalling away 
from any good beginnings, to which thy grace 
has ever wrought me; and put thy fear in my 
heart, that I may not depart from thee. Make 
me so firmly thine, that nothing which befals 
me in the world may ever part betwixt thee 
and my soul; and make me so resolute for thy 
service, that nothing which any can say or do, 
may interrupt me in, or take me off that way 
of life which is above to the wise, to depart 
from hell beneath. O let me not be of the 
number of those that draw back to perdition ; 
but of that happy number who do believe, to 
the saving of the soul. 

O Lord God! thou hast begun to shew thy 
servant thy greatness, and thy mighty hand ; 
go on, I pray thee, to work for the glory of thy 
name, and perfect that which concerns me.— 
Thou hast been my help, leave me not, nor 
forsake me, O God of my salvation ; but hold 
thou me up, and I shall be safe, and I will have 
respect to thy statutes continually. Stablish, 

Aa O Lord, 
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O Lord, strengthen and settle me; and leave 
me no will nor power to resist the gracious de- 
signs and methods of thy love and mercy, for 
the healing and saving of my soul. And as J, 
by my frailty, still do renew my sins, gracious 
Lord, through thy mercy, renew me to repent- 
ance ; and though I fall, let me not be utterly 
cast down ; but uphold me with thy Almighty 
hand ; preserve me to thy heavenly kingdom ; 
and keep me by the power of God, through 
faith to salvation. O make me so faithful until 
death, that thou mayest give to me the crown 
of life ; so to endure to the end, that I may be 
saved ; that in the end of my life I may receive 
the glorious consummation of all my hopes, 
that blessed end of my faith, the eternal salva- 
tion of my soul. Amen, Amen. 


A Prayer in Prosperity. 


‘PD LESSED God, rich in goodness and mer- 
cy! thou art the portion of my inherit- 
ance and of my cup; thou maintainest my lot. 
The lines are fallen to me in pleasant places, 
and I have a goodly heritage. I abound and 
am full of thy good things and surrounded on 
every side with thy mercies. And so thou’ 
makest my affairs succeed to my mind, that I 
cannot but be pleased and satisfied with. my 
condition, and desire with all my soul to ac- 
knowledge, and bless and praise thee, for all 
thy special favors, wherein thou hast made 
me to differ. Glory be to thee, O Lord, geo 
| ; ast 
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hast dealt so well with thy unworthy servant, 
and signalized me with such great and sundry’ 
blessings. But when thou hast made my moun- 
tain to stand strong, I must not say in my pros- 
perity, I shall never be moved; whereas, I 
know not what shall be on the morrow, nor how 
soon the sun may be hid that now shines upon 
me. O Lord! in the time of my health and 
peace, and prosperity, help me to remember, 
and provide for the time of trouble and. sick- 
ness and death ; when the world’s enjoyments 
will shrink away from me, and prove utterly 
unable to support and relieve me. Yea, be- 
cause the prosperity of fools destroys them ; and 
the gaining the world is the loss of so many 
souls ; and that men of the world have all their 
portion in this life, grant, O heavenly Father, 
that this may not be my portion; that I may 
not abuse the world’s good to my dishonor, 
and my own undoing, nor turn the gifts of thy 
bounty into weapons of rebellion against thee, 
but use them in humility and sobriety, and thy 
holy fear ; doing the better service to thee, the 
greater obligations thou Jayest upon me; yea, 
making many others to fare the better for such. 
thy bounty to thy servant. O make me as wil- 
ling, as thou hast made me able, to refresh the 
bowels of such as want what I do enjoy; and 
as freely to give as I have received ; that riches 
may not be kept to my hurt, but laid out to do 
myself and others real good. As I have op- 
portunity, let me do good to all, especially to 
them who are of the household of faith. 
O gracious 
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O gracious Lord! take the snare out of my 
worldly enjoyments, and preserve me from the 
danger and destruction that so commonly at- 
tends a full and prosperous condition ; and rath- 
er turn me out of all my earthly possessions, 
than that they should lie in my way, to stop me 
out of thy heavenly kingdom. O let me not 
want the affliction which thou knowest needful 
to my salvation ; and though thou makest me 
poor, or givest me trouble, let me be content- 
ed, and bless thy name ; even taking away from 
me, as well as giving to me. But whatever I 
have here to enjoy, O let me never set my heart 
upon it, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the 
ever living God, who alone can be to my im- 
mortal soul, a never failing portion. O pre- 
serve me from the pride and forgetfulness of 
God, and love of the world, and all the vices 
and corruptions incident to a high and plenti- 
ful estate : and let none of my abundance or 
success in the world, ever puff me up with a 
proud conceit of myself, or a scornful disdain 
of others, or wanton kicking against the Lord. 
O let it not pull me from thee; but with the 
cords of love do thou draw me nearer to thee ; 
and with all my other plenty, my God, let me 
have the fulness of thy grace, and be rich in 
good works, and with all my other successés, 
O that my soul may prosper, and be well in 
thy blessed favor, and made glad with saving 
mercy, and thy good acceptance of me in Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for the Enlargement and ‘Prosperity 
of the Church. 


, GOD of all grace, who hast called out 
of this present evil world a chosen gene- 
ration, to know thy will, to seek thy face, to 
follow thy ways, and to inherit thy glory ; bless 
all thy people every where, and cause thy fice 
to shine upon them ; and so add to their num- 
ber; that all the ends of the earth may remem- 
ber themselves, and turn to the Lord, and sce 
the salvation of our God. Call home to thee 
again thy once only people the Jews; and take 
the veil off their hearts, that they may see and 
own their Messias ; and let that blood of Christ, 
which they imprecated upon their heads, to 
their confusion, light on their hearts, to their 
conversion. Bring in the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles ; and give thy Son the heathen for his in- 
heritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for 
his possession. O give thy gospel a free and 
effectual passage throughout the world, that it 
may be further propagated where it has not yet 
reached, and the joyful sound may be heard, 
even where Christ is not yet named and give 
such good success to it, where it shines alrea- 
dy, that all who have received it, may sincerely 
obey it ; and every one who names the name of 
Christ, may depart from iniquity; and ict their 
light shine before men} to the glory of our.hea- 
venly Father, and to the adorning of thy doctrine 
and advancing the religion of God our Saviour. 
Aa 2 Convince 
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Convince and convert both the professed ene- 
mies of Christ, and also the enemies of his own 
house. Beat down all antichristian powers, both 
in the false church, where christianity is so foul- 
ly corrupted ; and also beyond the borders of 
Christendom, where it is openly opposed. O 
shew unto them all the light of thy truth ; that 
they may know it, as it is in Jesus, and expel 
their prejudices, together with their darkness : 
and so bring them to receive thy truth in the love 
of it, that they may be saved. O that the true 
religion of our Lord Jesus may prevail power- 
fully, and gain more proselytes daily through- 
out the world ; that Jerusalem may be the joy 
and praise of the whole earth ; and that we may 
see the good of it all the days of our life ! and O 
that all errors, both in judgment and practice, 
the heresies of doctrine, and the ungodliness of 
life, may be more and more exposed and con- 
founded, and suppressed, till they be utterly 
abolished! that the wickedness of the wicked, 
being under rebuke and disgrace, may come 
to an end ; and that truth and peace, and holi- 
ness, may get still more credit and authority ; 
and reign and flourish to the ends of the earth ; 
through the abundant grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for the Reformed Churches abroad. 
LESS, O Lord, in especial manner, all 
B the churches that profess thy holy and 
eternal truth. Protect them from the enemies 
that have evil will at Sion ; preserve vo 
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the faith, and restore to them peace where it is 
not, and continue it to them where itis. Thou 
hast shewed thy people hard things! thou hast 
made them to drink the wine of astonishment : 
O how long shall thy anger smoke against the 
sheep of thy pasture ! make them glad accord- 
ing to the time wherein thou hast afilicted 
them, and wherein they have seen adversity. 
Lord, how long shall the wicked triumph! 
How long shall they utter and speak, and 
take crafty counsel against thy people, and 
consult against thy hidden ones! Arise, O 
God, plead thy own cause ; remember how the 
foolish man blasphemeth thee daily. Help, 
Lord, for the godly man ceaseth ; for the faith- 
ful fail from among the children of men, .O 
that thou wouldst arise and have mercy upon 
Sion; and that the time to favor her, the set 
time were come! Thou art our King, O God; 
command deliverances for Jacob. Arise for 
thy servant’s help, and redeem them for thy 
mercy’s sake. Let not the rod of the wicked 
rest upon the lot of the righteous ; but give a 
check and stop to the*persecuting spirit that 
breaks im pieces thy people, O Lord, and af- 
flicts thy heritage. When such wicked ene- 
mies come to eat them up, see them stumble 
and fall; and let thy people never be ashamed. 
Yea, not only restrain the remainder of that 
wrath; but so turn it, as thou didst in the per- 
secuting Saul, that the enemies and opposers 
of thy ways and servants may become lovers 
and ae of the same. 

O hear 
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O hear the sighs and support the spirits, repair 
the breaches and hasten the deliverance of thy 
servants, who suffer for the testimony of thy 
truth, and are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: yea, for thy sake, are killed all the day 
long, and counted as sheep for the/slaughter. 
O make thy face to shine upon thy servants ; 
and redeem Israel out of all his troubles. | Be 
thou, Lord, a refuge for the oppressed ; a re- 
fuge in times of trouble : and come in to their 
succor; and make them a way to escape out 
of the hands of such unreasonable men, whose 
mercies are cruel. .O break thou the arm of 
the wicked and eyil man, and judge the op- 
pressed, that the man of the earth may no more 
oppress. Shew thy marvellous loving kind- 
ness, thou that savest by thy right hand them. 
that trust in» thee, from those that rise up 
against them. . When their: power is gone, 
make known thy own; and when there is none 
to help, reveal thy own arm to bring’ salvation. 
Such as are banished, and driven to seek their 
bread in strange countries, leaving all else be- 
hind them, that they might take their religion 
along with them, Lord grant them: to find fa- 
vor with those among whom they are scatter- 
ed; and, of thy fatherly care, provide for 
them ; and, in thy good time, restore them to 
their possessions, and to sure habitations, and 
quiet resting places. Or, if thou wilt not abate 
them the troubles on earth: yet Lord, let theirs 
be the kingdom of heaven. For the outward 
comforts which they have lost, O give them 

heavenly 
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heavenly joys within, and everlasting consola- 
tions. And by their persecution and disper- 
sion, prepare them for, and conduct and has- 
ten them to the blessed rest, which remains for 
thy people, and the more glorious rewards in 
those heavenly mansions above, where such as 
die in the Lord rest from their labors, and 
their works follow them. That there, out of 
the reach of all disturbance and danger, they 
may sing thy praise for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for our Church. 


}—D LESSED be thy name, O Lord our God, 
who hast called us to be thy people ; and 
caused the day-spring from on high to visit us, 
and the light of thy gospel to shine upon us. 
Thou hast sent to us the word of salvation ; 
and made thy holy religion to be our birth- 
right, and'the professed religion of our nation. 
Thou hast not been deficient in kindness, to. 
us, gracious Lord; but O how short have we 
come of our duty which we owe to thee our 
God! Great things still, time after time, thou 
hast done in our behalf: but O how little have 
we done in thy service ; and how much against 
thy holy, good, and righteous laws! We have 
long experienced thy care and kindness, as the 
vineyard of the Lord, which thy right hand 
has planted ! Thou hast hedged us about with 
thy providence, digged and pruned us with thy 
judgements, watered and refreshed us with thy 
mercies ; and justly mightest thou, after all, 
expect 
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expect the good fruits from us. . But alas! our 
greatest fruitfulness has been in the briars and 
thorns of contention, and the unfruitful works 
of darkness, to dishonor the blessed name by 
which we are called, and to affront the heaven- 
ly goodness, whereby we have been obliged. 
So unworthy have we walked of our holy - vo- 
cation, and so little is it to be seen among us 
how much thou hast done for us, that we must 
confess, O Lord, thou mightest justly take 
away the gospel of the kingdom from us, and 
give to another people, that should bring forth 
fruits more worthy of it, and more gaaucpele 
to it, than we have done, 

But, O gracious, long suffering God, who 
in judg ment hast ever remembered mercy to- 
wards us! enter not so into judgment with us, 
for our unmindfulness of thee, and our bold- 
ness with thee; our barrenness under all the 
means.of grace, our ingratitude for the most 
precious benefits, and our abuses of the imnu- 
merable blessings, and favors. pertaining. to 
this life and a better, which we. so long have 
enjoyed ; nor remember our sins against us ; 
but remember thy own tender mercies, and 
loving-kindnesses, which have been ever of 
old. O say not of this land, thou hast no plea- 
sure init; but return, we beseech thee, O God 
of hosts: look down from heaven, behold and 
visit this vineyard, and the branch which thou 
madest strong for thyself. Be thou as a wall 
of fire about our church, to check the malice, 
and break the forces of all that would = 
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the peace, corrupt the purity, and destroy the: 
prosperity of it. And be thou as a refiner’s 
fire, and like a fuller’s soap in the midst of us, 
to purge away our dross, and to purify us yet 
more from all remaining errors and corrup- 
tions ; that righteousness may be the founda- 
tion of the walls of our church, and peace the 
ornament of her palaces. 

O may that fight hand of thine which does 
valiantly, work wonders for our safety. Espe- 
cially, be thou pleased, Lord, to work such a 
holy reformation upon us, that we may bea tru- 
ly reformed people, as well as so called: a pe- 
culiar people, zealous of goed works: a peo- 
ple eminent for that righteousness which ex- 
alts a nation; that thou, the righteous Lord, 
who lovest righteousness, mayest bless us,and 
with favor compass us as with a shield; and 
cause thy anger towards us to cease ; and re- 
joice over us to dous good. — After all the me- 
thods for our good, that we have resisted, O 
what shall we ask, but that thou wouldst be 
pleased, O Lord our God, to do for us, what 
thou knowest effectual to reclaim and save us? 
and after all the grace of God that we have re- 
ceived in vain, O give us the grace which we 
may not withstand or abuse, but comply with 
it, to make us such as thou wouldst have us ; 
and to secure to us all thy saving mercies in 
Jesus Christ, our blessed Lord, and only Sav- 
iour. Amen, | # 
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The Magistrate's Prayer. 


THOU great and supreme Ruler of all 

the world! by whom all the governors 

on earth are set up, to restrain the unruly, and 
to favor thy people! though thou needest not 
the services of men or angels to assist thee ; 
but canst immediately, by «thyself, do what- 
ever thou pleasest in heaven and in earth, with 
the least word of thy mouth, with the least mo- 
tion of thy will, yet thou art pleased to honor 
some of thy creatures as thy vicegerents, and 
to order and govern the sons of men, by those 
of their own kind, exalting some chosen out 
of the people, to preside and rule over the rest. 
Me thou hast called, Lord, to this honor, and 
hast been pleased to set me above the common 
lot of men, as one of the little representatives 
of thy blessed self. O King of glory! I will 
exalt thee, who has vouchsafed to raise me, 
and as thou hast made me to differ from others 
in this dignity, so make me to excel in every 
praise-worthy property. O that I may repre- 
sent not only thy power and majesty, but thy 
wisdom and holiness, thy truth and goodness, 
thy justice and mercy. O that I may retain a 
lowly mind in my high station, and not forget 
or lift up myself, nor insult over my poor in- 
feriors: but, like the great God, who despises 
not any, may I condescend to men of low es- 
tate; and without respect of persons, judge 
‘according to every bah’ work ; yea, delight 
to. 
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to rescue and succor the injured and oppress- 
ed; to deliver the needy when he cries, the 
poor also, and him that has no helper. 

O! may I rather fear my accounts, than be 
proud of my office; and in the fear of the 
Lord, let me ever be careful to execute that 
which is righteous in the sight of God; and 
with all faithfulness to discharge my trust, as 
one that must be judged myself, and find the 
same measure with which I mete. And seeing 
the eyes of allare upon me, and my place ex- 
poses me the more to common notice, and my 
example has a greater influence than that of a 
private ordinary man; O make me, Lord, the 
more vigilant and cautious in the inspection of 
myself and the ordering of my conversation 
aright ; that I may not embolden others to 
commit such wickedness as I ought to punish, 
nor lead people into the sin and ruin which I 
should help te save them from; nor be a scan- 
dal and grief of heart to the holy followers of 
Jesus, whom Iam set up to patronize, and 
comfort; but let my conversation be such, as 
shall put to confusion dissolute and exorbitant 
sinners, as well as my justice strike terror into 
the evil-doers. O make me a hearty lover of 
all good men, and one that honors them who 
fear the Lord. Make me ever ready and for- 
ward to defend, and countenance, and encour- 
age the generation of thy children, such as live 
godly in Christ Jesus, And let me with cour- 
age exert my authority in a zealous vindica- 
tion of thy glory ; and.in asserting the rights, 
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and promoting the growth and advancement of 
thy true and holy religion. O that the honor 
of thy name, and the interest of thy kingdom, 
and the welfare of thy church and chosen, may 
be ever next my heart, that above all things I 
may seek the things of Jesus Christ; and truly 
and indifferently minister justice, to the pun- 
ishment of wickedness and vice, and to the 
maintenance of thy true religion and virtue. 
And all the power and interest that I have in 
the world, O may I so lay it out, for the ser- 
vice of thy holy truth, and set forward the 
blessed design of the gospel of thy dear Son, 
that after my advancement here, I may not be 
thrown down hereafter ; nor receive the dread- 
ful doom, for betraying my trust, and abusing 
my authority ; but may appear with comfort 
and joy befere my Judge, whose holy cause 
I espoused and» advanced ; and whose faithful 
servants I sheltered and cherished, and shewed 
the greatest kindness to them; and with them 
may be raised at the last to that highest of all 
bliss and glory, which shall endure for eyer- 
more. men. » 


A Prayer for all our Bishops, Pastors, and 
Ministers. 


QO LORD, most high, the glorious head of 
all the church ! who hast appointed va- 
rious offices in it, for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ ; bless in Be 
~~ cl 
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cial manner all those whom thou hast sent to 
bless the people in thy name; and make all 
our spiritual fathers careful and tender nursing 
fathers of the church. Grant them knowledge 
and grace, both to manage themselves, and 
order their conversation aright; and also to 
watch for souls, and feed the flock of Ged, and 
take the oversight thereof, not by constraint, 
but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a 
ready mind ; caring for all committed to their 
charge, and giving to every one his portion in 
due season: that they may rightly divide thy 
word, and speak it as they ought to speak, and 
do thy work as thy workmen, that need not be 
ashamed. O make them skilful and faithful in 
their sacred callings, and successful and happy 
in their good endeavors to promote the know- 
ledge and love of thy truth, and all the duties 
of a holy life. And let both their example and 
their doctrine be such, as shall help to save 
themselves, and those that hear them. O 
that they may speak as the oracles of God, in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power ; and 
that they may shew themselves patterns of all 
the good things which they preach to others ; 
not prostituting their holy calling to serve the 
interests and lusts of men; but conscientious- 
ly discharging it, to the glory of their Lord! 
not walking in craftiness, nor handling the 
word of God deceiifully ; but by manifestation 
of the truth, commending themselves to every 
man’s conscience, in the sight of God; and 
being so good ensamples to the flock, that hav- 
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ing preached to others : themselyes may not 
be castaways, but experience the joy of that 
salvation which they preach; and when the 
chief Shepherd shall appear, receive the crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 
‘Though the world hates, and the devil op- 
poses them, and even many that should encour- 
age their labors, do but strive to weaken their 
hands, and afflict their hearts, O great and 
good Lord! do thou shew thy own strength, 
to accomplish thy own work. Open a wide 
door to the gospel, and defeat all opposition ; 
stop the mouths of false prophets, and drive, 
away ravenous Wolves from the flock, and give 
them faithful pastors. And Lord, crown the 
endeayors of thy messengers with thy heaven- 
ly blessing ; that they may be mighty through 
God, to pull down the strong holds of sin; 
and to edify and build up thy church in the 
true fear and loye of God, and in the right 
knowledge and faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And because wise men die, and cannot be- 
queath their learning and talents unto others ; 
to supply breaches made upon us by their 
mortality, bless our universities, and all the 
schools and nurseries of good learning and true 
religion in the Jand, that they may send forth 
men able and apt to serve thee in church and 
state ; and to oblige the world, by doing good 
in their generations, and shewing people the 
way to be happy both here andever. dimen. 


we The 
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Lhe Authors Prayer for himself as a Minister. 
O BLESSED] esus, my Lord and my God! 


what high honor hast thou done me in 
calling me to the office which thou wast pleas- 
ed to take upon thyself! who camest not to be 
ministered to, but to minister, and to preach 
the gospel of the kingdom, and teach the way of 
salvation. All glory be to thee, who has been 
pleased so to dignify me; but as thou thyself, 
the head of the corner, art to some a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offence ; for thy mes- 
sengers are to them that perish, the savor of 
death unto death, as well as to them that are 
saved, the savor of life unto life. And if thy 
wise and holy servant asked, Who is sufficient 
for these things ? Well may I, a weak and sin-- 
ful wretch, tremble under the work of the 
ministry, lest the blood of those that perish, 
through my neglect and default, should be re- 
quired at my hands, and lest when I have shew- 
ed others the way to heaven, I myself should 
be shut out : but I look unto thee, O Lord, my 
life, my strength and my Redeemer, who hast 
appointed me in his station, to accomplish me 
also for it. O thou that ordainest strength out 
of the mouths of babes and sucklings, magnify 
thy power in my weakness ; and shew thyself 
so graciously and mightily on my behalf, that I 
may do all things as I ought, through Christ 
strengthening me. O let me learn from thee 
what I shall teach concerning thee.. Open my 
understanding, O Lord, that I may well un- 
Bb2 derstand 
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derstand the scriptures, and rightly divide the 
word of truth ; and be able, by sound doctrine, 
both to exhort and convince the gainsayers. 
O put such thoughts into my mind, and such 
words into my mouth, that out of the abun- 
dance of my heart, my mouth may speak to the 
glory of thy name, and to the edification of 
those unto whom I make my application. O 
make me wise to win souls, and watchful over 
them, as one that must give an account of 
them ; not entangling myself in the affairs of 
this life, but waiting on my ministry ; taking 
heed to myself, and to my doctrine; studying 
to shew myself approved of God, and thorough- 
ly furnished to every good work. Give me 
skill and conduct, prudently to steer my course 
through all difficulties in my way ; and give 
me patience and courage to withstand all as- 
saults and opposition which I have to encoun- 
ter. Omy Lord; be with me, and guide me, 
and help me, and strengthen and succor me, 
now and always, in the great work lying upon 
me. Open to me a door of utterance, that I 
may speak thy word as I ought to speak ; and 
make me faithful and diligent, and. successful 
in my sacred calling ; domg thy work as thy 
workman, that need not be ashamed ; not 
preaching myself, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; 
nor seeking the praise of men, but the honor 
of my. God; yea, make me an example of all 
the holy properties, and praise worthy practices 
which I preach to others; that I may not lay 
upon them the burthens which I refuse to bear 

; myself ; 
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myself; but go before them in the ways which 
they are to follow ; holding forth the-word of 
life in my conversation, as well as in my doc- 
trine; that I may shine witha convincing light 
to them, and not lay a stumbling-block before 
them ; neither making the heart of the right- 
eous sad, nor strengthening the hands of the 
wicked ; nor giving just offence toany, but ap- 
proving myself, as far'as I am able, useful and 
beneficial unto all; keeping under my body, 
and bringing it into subjection, lest that by 
any means, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway. 

And, O thou that givest the increase, com- 
mand a blessing, I pray thee, upon all my stu- 
dies and endeavors, that I may not spend my 
strength for nought, nor labor in vain; but 
that I may make full proof my ministry, and 
be instrumental, through thy grace, to convert 
the unconverted, and to build up them that are 
in any measure sanctified; and so to save my- 
self, and those that hear me, that when I have 
finished my course, I may give an account of 
my stewardship with joy, and not with grief; 
and receive the crown of righteousness at thy 
hands, not for my merits, but for thy mercies’ 
sake. Amen, Amen. ; 


A Prayer for a Blessing upon the Societies con- 
JSederate, to promote Reformation of Manners. 


Righteous Lord! thou lovest right- 
eousness and thy countenance does behold 

the upright. Thou favorest them that espouse 
the 
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the righteous cause, and wilt for ever glorify 
such as turn many to righteousness. Thou 
hast not only commanded us to be holy, and to 
walk circumspectly ourselves, but also to shew 
our concern for the souls of others; to contend 
for the faith, and contend with the wicked, and 
not suffer sin upon our brother ; but apply our 
endeavors to convert the sinner from the error 
of his ways; and to recover those out of the 
snare of the devil, who have been taken cap- 
tive by him at his will. . 

Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth, and 
the faithful fail from among the children of 
men; even all seek their own; and O how 
few the things that are Jesus Christ’s! Arise, 
O God, and plead thy own cause; and be with 
them that rise up against the evil doers, and 
that strive to do good to this present evil world, 
by a merciful severity, to restrain the unruly 
from undoing themselves ; and by executing 
judgment, to stay the plague and wrath gone 
out from the Lord against us all. Plead their 
cause, O Lord, with them that strive with 
them, and stand up for their help; and stop 
the way against them that persecute them ; and 
make them successful to promote the honor 
of thy great name, and the interest of thy holy 
religion. 

- O that none of the correctors of others ma 
deserve like censure themselves ! but that they 
may all be blameless and harmless; the sons 
of God without rebuke, in the midst of a crook- 
ed and perverse nation, among whom they may 

shine 
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shine as lights in the world. O give them a 
tender love to the souls of men; a zeal, ac- 
cording to knowledge, and prudent conduct 
to walk in wisdom towards them that are with- 
out. And give them good courage to endure 
the contradiction of sinners, and count it a 
small thing to be judged of man’s judgment, 
and help them in their patience to possess their 
souls, and in meekness to instruct those that 
oppose themselves; and make the weapons of 
their warfare mighty through God, to the pull- 
ing down of strong holds. And so speed them 
with thy heavenly blessing, that how small so- 
ever was their beginning, their latter end may 
greatly increase. O let them go forth in thy 
strength, and prevail and prosper, as. the bless- 
ed of the Lord. 

Though we are cast into the dregs of time, 
when godliness declines, and iniquity abounds; 
and almost all abomination grows daring and 
impudent: yet, thou, Lord, that dost maryel- 
lous things, can bring light out of darkness ; 
and when thou pleasest, canst change the face 
of eviltimes. Yea, glorious things are spoken 
of the last day ; and thy word foretells such a 
holy and happy state of things, even upon 
earth, as this sinful and wretched world does 
not yet seem to have been blest with. 

O when shall it be, Lord; when shall judg- 
ment return to righteousness, and all the up- 
right in heart follow it? O when shall the 
wickedness of the wicked come to anend ? and 
profaneness and lewdness, debauchery and im- 

: morality, 
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morality, intemperance and extravagance, be 
put to confusion; and all iniquity stop her 
mouth, and the righteous flourish, and Jerusa- 
lem be the joy and praise of the whole earth! 

The Lord hasten it in his time; and in the 
mean while give a check from heaven to the 
floods of ungodliness, that have lifted up their 
voice and their waves ; and say to those proud 
waters, Hither shall ye go, and no further ! 

O cherish and prosper all good beginnings, 
and all hopeful proceedings for the furtherance 
of piety, and for the advancement of thy glory. 
Make magistrates and ministers, and all orders 
of men, vigilant and diligent in keeping their 
own hearts, and ordering their own conversa- 
tions aright ; and also to set forward, what in 
them lies, the reformation and edification of 
their neighbors ; that all may account it, not 
only their duty, but their honor and pleasure, 
to have their hands in this blessed glorious 
work, and may do it heartily, as to the Lord; 
to the bettering of the world, and to the rejoic- 
ing of all that, in sincerity, do love our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amens, 


A Prayer for our Benefactors. 


DESIRE with all thankfulness to acknow- 

I ledge thy loving kindness, O Lord my 
God, that thou hast given meso many com- 
forts, and raised me up so many friends, and 
helps in the world. It is thou, Lord, who hast 
the hearts of all in thy hands, that turnest the 
, hearts 
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hearts of any to shew me favor, and to do 
me good, ‘They are but the instruments and 
means of conveyance; but thou art the bless- 
ed Author and original Fountain of all the 
kindness ; to thee, therefore, where alone it is 
due, I give the glory and offer the sacrifice of 
praise. But for them, whom thou hast enabled, 
and also inclined to benefit and pleasure me, I 
am obliged to offer up the sacrifice of my pray- 
ers. O be thou kind to them, Lord, as they 
have been kind to me: refresh their bowels, 
as they have refreshed mine ; and requite their 
love, and all their endearing offices of friend- 
ship sevenfold into their bosoms. Make me 
studious ever to approve myself grateful; and 
ready to make all fitting returns in my power. 
And be thou pleased, O blessed God, infinite- 
ly good, to reward them where I cannot: yea, 
turn all the advantages I have fhad from them 
to their own greatest advantage. And for their 
goodness and their kind favors give them not 
only temporal mercies, but heavenly blessings, 
and eyerlasting consolations. O give them 
Christ, and all the good things of thy Spirit 
that accompany salvation; yea, give them thy 
own self, Lord, who art#All in all, to be their 
blessed glorious portion for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for our pious Friends. 


LORY be to thee, O Lord, for thy grace, 

discovered upon any of my friends. O 

how great is thy goodness, which thou et 
al 
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laid up for them that fear thee, which thou hast 
wrought for them that trust in thee, before the 
sons of men. Save thy people, and bless thy 
inheritance: Feed them also, and lift them up 
for ever. Letnone that wait on thee, O Lord, 
be ashamed ; but let all that seek thee, rejoice 
and be glad in thee, and ever have cause to 
say, the Lord be magnified who has pleasure 
in the prosperity of his servants. O do good 
to them that are good, and to them thatare up- 
right in their heart. And continue thy loving 
kindness, Lord, to all such as have chose the 
better part ; and still desire to know, and fear 
and love thee more, and to serve and please 
thee better. O answer them in the wishes of 
their hearts, whose hearts thou knowest to be 
set upon the increase of thy grace and perfect- 
ing holiness in thy fear. Lead them on from 
strength to strength, from one degree of say- 
ing knowledge and grace to another ; till, from 
shining here as lights in the world, they come 
to shine as the stars, and as the brightness of 
the firmament, in the kingdom of their Father, 
for ever and ever. And while they are in the 
world, O do thou keep them, good Lord, from 
the evil of it; and bless and prosper all their 
designs and endeavors, to do still more and 
more good in it; that all about them may be 
the better for them, and that themselves, when 
come to the end of their pilgrimage here, may 
depart in peace, and hope and joy; and find 
their grace exchanged for the crown of glory 
that fades not away ; among all the redeemed. 

. and 


For a wicked Relation. 801 


and blessed of the Lord, where they will ad- 
mire and enjoy thy love, and extol and magni- 
fy thy name for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for our Friend whose Soul we fear 
Y 


to be in a dangerous Condition. 


‘@) LORD, it was a mighty concernment 
upon the spirit of thy holy apostle, that 
made him declare, he had great heaviness and 
continual sorrow in his heart, and could wish 
himself accursed from Christ, for his brethren, 
his kinsman according to the flesh : and some- 
what like to this, thou knowest I feel in myself, 
with reference to some of my relations, espe- 
cially my poor friend , who seems 
to be even in the gall of bitterness and the bond 
of iniquity : setting himself in a way that is far 
from good, and lying under the danger to be 
for ever lost. O what shall I do for him ? and 
how shall I apply myself to be helpful to him ? 
I would be taught of God;-and I desire to 
learn wisdom of thee, my Lord, and to be en- 
abled by thy grace, to use the methods and ex- 
pedients that shall be most probable and suc- 
cessful to work upon him, and to do him good. 
O instruct me in the way that I shall take, and 
assist and bless me in the means and endeavors 
I shall use to attain this desirable end. 

Yea, thou great Almighty God, who workest 
all in all, and canst do whatever thou pleasest, 
to enlighten the darkest mind, to fashion the 
hardest hearts, conquer the stubbornest will, 

Cc ~ and 
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and to turn even the most hopeless sinners to 
thyself; O be thou pleased to shew the irresist- 

able efficacy of thy heavenly grace in the case ° 
that is so sad, and worthy of thyself to relieve. 
Be pleased, O Lord, to break im powerfully 
upon him, and discover to him what is amiss 
with him: and make him to know the danger 
of his sins, and in what condition his soul is: 
And open, Lord, his eyes, and'soften his heart, 
and turn his course, and break the force of his 
temptations ; and so make him a way to ¢s- 
cape out of the enemy’s hands ; that even the 
dead may hear the voice of the Son of God and 
live. That the presumptuous may be start- 
Jed, and the secure awakened, and he that is 
so far gone yet recovered: Yea, that the lost 
sheep may be brought home, and the sinner so 
repent and be converted, that his sins may be 
blotted out, and his soul be thoroughly healed, 
and mercifully accepted, and eternally saved. 
_ © gracious God, thou hast no pleasure m 
the death of the wicked, but art reconcileable 
in the Son of thy love, to the very worst of 
thy enemies, and not* willing that any should 
perish. O what profit is there in his blood! 
how shall the dead and damned praise thee ? 
Lord of all power and mercy, get thee glory in 
his recovery. O speak the word, and thy sinful 
creature shall live, and for ever bless thy name. 
Dear Father, forgive him all the evil thoughts 
and devices of his heart, and all the offensive 
wicked carriage of his life. Forgive him all 
his sins of omission and commission ; and 
bring 
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bring him out of ail the ways of wickedness 
and ruin, into which he hath struck out: O 
bring him at last, with purpose of heart, to re- 
sign and give up himself to the Lord: and 
make him diligent to retrieve himself, and full 
of care for his soul, and very conscientious 
and, zealous in all the practices of piety and 
honesty, and charity and sobriety ; whereby 
he may approve himself to be truly changed, 
and quite another manner of person than he 
has been, in all holy conversation and godli- 
ness. 

O grant him an inheritance among them that 
are sanctified, through faith in Christ Jesus ; 
and send down that renewing grace into his 
heart, which may be there as a well of water, 
springing up to everlasting life. Thus com- 
fort and rejoice the soul of thy servant, O 
Lord, who does wait upon thee, and cry unto 
thee, for such thy saving mercy, to be shewn 
upon me and mine, particularly upon this near 
ally, whom I bewail and recommend to thy 
grace; even for thy own mercy’s sake, in the 
great Lover and Saviour of souls, who came to 
seck the lost, and to call sinners to repentance, 
eyen thy dearly beloved Son, our blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Unconverted. 


LORD God, gracious and merciful! thou 

art good to all; and thy tender mercies 

are over all thy works. And thou hast assur- 
ed 
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ed us, that thou hast no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked ; but that he should turn from 
his way and live./ Yea, thou that didst call 
Zacheus an old sinner, and Saul a fierce per- 
secutor, hast the power over all hearts in thy 
hands, to fashion them as thou wilt ; and canst, 
even out of stones, raise up children to Abra- 
ham; and make eminent saints out of the very 
vilest sinners.J O Father of mercies, pity poor 
sinners that have not hearts to pity themselves : 
open their eyes to see the error of their ways, 
and the danger of their case : soften their hearts 
into a penitent concernment for their sins; and 
awaken them into a timely care of their souls. 
O let thy Spirit convince them how bad it is 
with them ; and set their sins in order before 
them ; that they may know their transgressions, 
and what is the wages of sin, and the dreadful 
portion of all ungodly men; and know where 
their help lies, and what they must do to be say- 
ed: and the Lord make them faithful to their 
convictions ; that they may not hold the truth 
in unrighteousness ; but make haste to do what 
~ they are convinced is necessary to be done for 
their poor sinking souls, before it be too late. 
O good God, give repentance to the acknow- 
ledgment of the truth, unto such as have op- 
posed themselves, that they may be recovered 
out of the snare of the devil, who have been 
taken captive by him at his will ; that thy pow- 
er and mercy may be glorified in their conyer- 
sion and salyation; and not thy truth and jus- 

tice in their ruin and destruction. 
That 
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That they are so far from the kingdom of 
God, that they contradict and blaspheme thy 
truth, and stumble at thy word, and set it at 
nought ; resisting the means of their ‘salvation, 
and hating and abusing the followers of Jesus ; 
turning agam to rend thy servants: O Lord, 
our heavenly Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. And stop and ttrn 
them as thou didst the, persecuting Saul, when 
he was mad against the saints, and verily 
thought with himself that he ought to do ma- 
ny things contrary to the name of Jesus. Put 
them in fear, O Lord, that they may know 
themselves to be but chaff and stubble before 
thee our God, a consuming fire. And bring 
down their high looks, subdue their stiff necks, 
and break their hardened hearts, to make them 
to submit unto thee, that they may not be slain 
before thee. _ 

And such as think they are rich and increas- 
ed with goods, and have need of nothing ; and 
know not that they are wretched, and miscra- 
ble, and poor, and blind, and naked ; O Lord, 
discover them to themselves, and shew them 
the true state of their souls; that they may be 
sorrowfully concerned for their sins, and ap- 
prehend the peril they-are in, and timely seek 
out for help, and fice from the wrath to come. 
' Such as are ignorant and ont of the way, 
and, to do their souls good, have no know- 
ledge, Lord, have compassion on them; and 
call them out of darkness, into thy marvellous 
light, that they may not perish for lack of 

Cc2 knowledge. 
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knowledge. O let them be taught of God to * 
know thee and themselves, and the things be- 
longing to their peace, before they be hid from 
their eyes. O thou that commandest the light 
to shine out of darkness, be pleased to shine n- 
to their hearts ; shew them thy ways, and lead. 
them in thy truth, that they may not be unwise, 
but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
Such as are in pernicious errors,. and dam- 
nable heresies, departed from the faith once 
delivered to the saints; having their minds 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ ; 
perverting the truth, as itis in Jesus; and not 
only swerving from the pure doctrine of the 
gospel themselves, but also lying in wait to se- 
duce and deceive others. O Father of lights, 
take away the veil which is upon their hearts, 
that they may see wherein they have erred, 
and come to receive the truth in the love of it, 
_and earnestly contend for the faith, which they 
once destroyed. 
The prosperous worldlings and secure sin- 
ners, settled upon their lees, that are at ease 
in their possessions, and admire and doat upon 
the worldly good, as if it were the chief and 
only good; applauding themselves in their 
portion that they have in this life, as if they 
had no need of God, nor to take care for any 
other heaven; O dear Father, shew them how 
base is their choice, so to go a_ whoring from 
the Lord; and how. rotten the foundation, on 
which at present they stand. O make them to 
know that the friendship of the world is enmi- 


ty 


For the Unconverted. 307. 


ty with God; and that all this world can never 
either satisfy the desire, or recompence for the 
loss of a soul: yea, open their eyes, O Lord, 
to see how the fashion of this world passeth 
away; and how soon all that wherein they trust 
and delight will be utterly gone, as if it had 
never been! and what: multitudes by forsak- 
ing of God to cleave unto mammon, miscarry, 
and are lost for ever ; drowned in that destruc- 
tion and perdition, from whence there is no 
redemption: that they may be checked and 
cooled in their pursuit and love of the world, 
and flee from its snares, for the life of their 
souls; and so leave all for Christ, and the ev- 
erlasting glory to come; that they may not be 
condemned with the world, but saved in the 
great day of the Lord. 

And such as the loose and profane, and 
scandalous in their lives, making bold to rebel” 
against Heaven, and committing all unclean- 
ness with greediness ; scoffing at the followers 
of Jesus, and deriding all that is serious and 
holy, and needful to the saving of the soul ; re- 
fusing to be ashamed, and hating to be reform- 
ed; how dangerous and desperate soever seems 
their case; yet, Lord, it is not past thy help 
and cure, who callest those things that are not, 
as if they were; who canst change the leo- 
pard’s spots, and the Ethiopian’s skin; yea, 
and bring not only something out of nothing, 
but the greatest good even out of the worst 
evil. O! where sin has abounded, may thy 
grace much more abound. Thou, Lord God — 

Almighty, 
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Almighty, do the great work of thy grace, to 
heal such wounds and bruises, and putrifying 
sores ; and to recover the ruinous simners so far 
gone, under such deadly distempers, that the 
prodigals may come to themselves, and arise, 
and go to their Father ; that such as were dead 
may be alive again, and such as were lost may 
be found ; that they may yet turn from their 
evil Ways and come to see the beauties of holi- 
ness, and delight to do thy blessed will, O God, 
and obtain an inheritance among them that are 
sanctified, through faith in Jesus Christ. Amen. 


A Prayer for all that desire our Prayers. 


LORD God of the spirits of all flesh! . 

thy word requires us to pray for others, 

as well as for ourselves ; and to call upon thee 
as our common Father in Jesus Christ. And 
though I am unworthy to speak to thy hea- 
venly Majesty, O most High, either for my- 
self, or others; yet, in the sense of thy mercy, 
and the obligation of my duty and charity, I 
take upon me to become an humble petitioner 
to thee, my Lord, in behalf of all such as 
desire to be partakers of my prayers: O that 
they may share in thy rich mercies, according 
~ to their several wants and necessities. They 
are known to thee by name; O let them be 
known of thee in the number of thy children. 
Thou knowest what they most need, and chief- 
ly desire; O thou gracious Giver of all good, 
answer them in the desires of their hearts, as 
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far as they desire the things that are meet and 
good ; and where they desire what is unfitting 
and hurtful, convince them of their error, that 
they may not persist in it. And where they 
see not the things of their peace, or are cold to 
that which is most for their good, O Lord, 
shew them the saving way, and grant them a 
great love for it, and true zeal to follow it. 
Bless them, gracious Father, with so much of 
the world’s good, as thou knowest to be good 
for them ; but especially remember them with 
the favor which thou bearest to thy people. 
Instruct them, Lord, in the knowledge of thy 
will, and what they must do to be saved; and 
make them faithful to practise according to the 
light which thou art pleased to give them; yea, 
incline their hearts to take pleasure in the per- 
formance of their duty. Bless them, O God 
of all grace, with that grace and favor of thine, 
in which is life, and with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly things in Christ Jesus. 


A Prayer for the Blessing of our intended 
Marriage. 


MY God, thy bountiful favors have ex- 
ceeded all my expectations, as well as 

my deservings: and though I have wretchedly 
abused thy kindness and love, yet still thou 
waitest to be gracious; and art not weary to 
shew mercy. Now thy goodproyidence, Lord, 
hast set the fruition before me, which looks 
hopeful upon me, and for good to me. _ If thou 
knowest 
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knowest it to be so indeed, O Lord of love, 
promote and bring it to pass. And, that thou 
mayest bless and prosper my designs, grant 
that I may proceed in thy fear and favor; so as 
shall be for the glory of thy name, and the eter- 
nal welfare of myself, and thy servant, whom 
my thoughts and affections are set upon. O 
give me such a partner of my fortunes as may 
be a blessing to me, for this life and a better. 
And make us truly beneficial and comfortable 
to one another in all the best respects pertain- 
ing to our cniefest good. Grant, Lord, that 
we may be helps meet for each other, in refer- 
ence to both worlds ; and that our love may be 
sincere without guile ; pure without lust; and 
lasting without decay. O thou that fashionest 
all heats, unite our affections upon such just 
and worthy accounts, as may make them firm 
and durable to the end. Wed us both to thy 
blessed self, as well as to one another, that our 
marriage may be in the Lord; and not sepa- 
rate us from, but bring us nearer to our God. 
O grant us new supplies of thy grace for this 
new estate of our lives, that we may fill up the 
relation into which we are entering with all 
suitable duty ; that we may not only be faith- 
ful, in still keeping the marriage bed undefil- 
ed, but be mutual helps and comforts, both in 
the temporal and spiritual concerns; and even 
conspire together, to pleasure and honor, and 
benefit one another: and, aboye all, to glorify 
and praise thee our God, through Jesus Christ. 


Amen. 
The 
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The Husband’s Prayer. 


CCEPT my humbie thanks to thee, Lord 

my God, who has provided.a help meet 

for me, that is thy gift; and such an one as thy 
good providence hast appointed to be my part- 
ner in the nearest relation. O teach and ena- 
ble me, im all things, to carry myself towards 
her as behoves and becomes ine in this station : 
to love and cherish her as my own flesh; and 
not to despise her, not to be bitter against her ; 
but to bear with her infirmities, and forbear: 
her in love, and all gentleness. Nor let me 
insult over her as an inferior ; but mildly use 
my authority, in treating her as my dear yoke 
fellow and.companion. Not rigid in opposing 
of her; but comply with her, and condescend- 
ing to her in all her reasonable desires and ex- 
pectations. O make me meek and patient with 
her; faithful and kind to her; respectful and 
tender of her, and well pleased and satisfied in 
her: that she may find the refreshment and 
benefit of my fellowship, and not bewail but 
rejoice in her choice ; to forsake all other for 
my sake. O blessed Lord, espouse my dear 
friend to thyself, in loving-kindness and faith- 
fulness, and tender mercies. Bless her and 
love her, and make her lovely to thyself, and 
to all; especially make her like the king’s 
daughter, glorious within, that she may not 
only appear well here, but be most blessed for 
ever ; and grant, O Lord our God, that we | 
may 
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may be lovers of one another’s souls, and pro- 
moters of each other’s salvation; so that after 

a short conversation here, we may meet again 
with rejoicing there, where we shall never part, 
even in that fulness of joy which is in thy pre- 
sence ; where, though there be no marrying, 
nor giving in marriage, yet is there greater 
festivity and gladness, than in any day of es- 
pousals ; and ‘all heay enly sweets, and the high- 
est pleasures for evermore. Amen. 


The Wife's Prayer. - 


& 
-MY God, thou hast called me to this 

‘state of life; and it is the disposal of thy 
providence, that I should be joined in wed-. 
lock with thy servant. I bless thee, Lord, that 
thou hast dealt well with me, and provided 
graciously for me. O continue thy goodness 
to me, in giving me knowledge and grace to 
demean myself aright in this relation, that I 
may honor and obey the Lord in reverencing 
and obeying my husband; submitting to him 
in all things not forbidden by thee; speaking 
of him, and to him, with such words, to signi- 
fy the high esteem and dear love that I have for 
him: and so comporting myself, as to give 
him content, and increase his delight; that he 
may not only be satisfied with me, but take 
pleasure in me: and in any occasions of of- 
fence, with silence, or soft obligmg words, let 
me quench the ames: ; so preserving peace. 
O give me the ornament of a meek and quiet 
~ Spirit ; 
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spirit; such as may not only make me sweet and 
amiable at present, but also prevent all shame- 
ful and mischievous effects. O make me hum- 
ble and modest, discreet and considerate, care- 
ful and diligent, faithful and constant, mild and 
patient ; remembering not only the duties and 
comforts, but also the temptations and crosses 
of the married condition ; and taking the worse 
with the better, as a part of my portion; still 
shewing myself a follower of wise and pious 
matrons in all things that are of good report, 
however I am tried with prosperity or adver- 
sity. Bless my dear partner, O Lord, with the 
best of thy blessings ; and love him, and keep 
him in thy continual care, till thou bring him 
to thy heavenly kingdom. O bind us both in 
faithfulness unto thee, as well as to one anoth- 
er: and as weare one flesh, so make us of one 
heart, and of one soul, that nothing but death 
may ever make a separation between us. And 
let us not hold together only upon the worldly 
account, but also, and especially upon the re- 
ligious and godly; to admire, and love, and 
serve, and glorify, and please thee our God, 
through Jesus Christ. .4men. 


A Prayer for a Woman in Travail. 


() ALMIGHTY Lord God, who bringest 
’ tothe birth, and givest strength to bring 
forth ; shew favor, we beseech thee, to thy 
servant in the time of her need and distress; . 
and be not far from her when trouble is nigh 

Dd to 
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to her, and lies sore and heavy upon her: but 
let her experience thy help at hand, according 
to the necessity of her case. O mitigate the 
pangs, and make them tolerable to her; and 
support and relieve her under the pain and 
pressure that are so grievous to be borne by 
her. And grant her, Lord, a timely, safe, and 
happy deliverance of the offspring wherewith 
she travails, that she may see the fruits of her 
womb with such comfort and joy, as may make 
her forget the past anguish and sorrow; and 
with a truly thankful heart give thee the glory 
of such thy mercy, who dost things worthy of 
God, and makest thy servants a way to escape 
out of the dangers that threaten to destroy 
them. Or shouldst thou turn things contrary 
to these our desires, which we humbly present 
before thee ; shouldst thou refuse to hear us 
begging for the life of thy handmaid, and make 
this unexpected birth prove the cause of her 
death; yet hear us, O Lord, we earnestly pray 
thee, for her soul, that it may be safe in thy 
blessed hands; that she may be prepared for 
a better life; and find the best deliverance of 
all from sin and misery, into the perfection 
_ of holiness, and ‘the fulness of joy; there to 
live in thy love, and to sing thy praise for ev- 
ermore. dmen. 


A Thanksgiving after a safe Delivery. 
LESSED for ever be thy name, O Lord, 


our gracious God, who rememberest us. 
nn 
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in our low estate, and dost not abhor the af- 
fliction of the afflicted; but hearest thy ser- 
vants crying to thee in their distress, and send- 
est relief and help in time of need. O that we 
may praise thee, Lord, as we ought, for such 
thy goodness and wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men! Thou bringest down, and rais- 
est up; thou givest trouble and sendest com- 
fort; throwest down under fears and griefs, 
and again revivest our hopes and joys. ‘Vhou, 
OQ God, art good in all, and worthy to be ad- 
mired and praised in every dispensation of thy 
providence! but chiefly are we affected with 
thy seasonable aids of our misery, when thou 
giyest us beauty for ashes, the oil of gladness 
for mourning, and the garments of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness ; so thou hast now, blessed 
be thy name! refreshed thy afflicted hand- 
maid, and rejoiced the souls of thy servants. 
And here we offer up unto thee, O gracious 
Lord, ali our devout acknowledgments of thy 
loving kindness ; and the sacrifice of our un- 
feigned thanks and praise for this sweet reviy- 
ing mercy, which is as life from the dead. O 
that thy handmaid, and all of us, may be duly 
sensible of such favor from the Lord; and for . 
all the great goodness and these continual obli- ~ 
gations from above, may we give thee all the 
love of our hearts, and the service of our lives, 
and the glory due to thy blessed name, now and 
for evermore. Amen. | 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for our Children. | 
HE children, O Lord my God, which thou 


hast given me, I return, and surrender 
them up to thee. O that they may know thee, 
and be owned by thee, every one from the 
greatest to the least. Pour out’ thy Spirit upon 
my seed, and thy blessing upon my offspring : 
make them, Lord, thy children by adoption 
and spiritual regeneration. O take possession 
of their hearts, and season their tender years 
with thy heavenly grace: and teach those who 
have the teaching of them, that they may be 
brought up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, and trained:up in the way that they 
should go. I have helped to bring them into 
the world, children of wrath: O that thou 
wouldst make me instrumental to set them up 
in thy church the children of grace. Lord have 
mercy upon them, and speak life to their souls, 
and whatsoever else they want: O let them 
have thy grace and the portion of thy children. 
My God! be thou a gracious Father to them, 
and a merciful Provider for them in all estates, 
and all affairs and events of their lives. Dispose 
of them, and whatever concerns them, to thy 
glory and to the promoting of their salvation 
everlasting. 

Shouldst thou take them from hence before 
me, O fit them for thee: and make me will- 
ing to resign them to thee: or if thou take me 
from them, O my Lord, take them up, eo 

e 
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be an infinitely better Father to them, when 
I am gone. O keep them from the evil of 
this world ; and conduct and bring them safe 
through it to a better; take thou care even 
of their temporal concerns, and choose their 
inheritance for them, that they may find con- 
venient being here, and an easy passage through 
the present life: but especially, my God, take 
care of their souls, and give them the blessed 
treasure in heaven, that when they shall be 
deprived of all here, they may be taken into 
thy glorious kingdom above: to live with 
_thee, and all the heavenly host, world without 
end.- Amen. 


A Prayer for our Parents. 


O LORD God, my heavenly Father, I here 
prostrate myself before thee, to beg thy 
blessing, grace and mercy, upon my earth- 
ly parents. Cast them not away in the time 
of their old age; forsake them not when 
their strength fails them ; but have compassion 
Lord, on their infirmities, and help them in all 
their weakness. O remember not against them 
any of their former iniquities ; but according 
to thy mercy remember them for thy good- ” 
ness’ sake in Jesus Christ. O that the true wis- 
dom may be with them, and abundance of thy 
grace upon them, that their hoary heads may 
be found in the way of righteousness, and their 
souls be ever precious in thy sight. O let 
goodness and mercy follow them all the days 

DdQ of 
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of their life: let their last days be their best 
days; and the longer they live-here in the 
world, make them still the readier to die, and 
the fitter to live with thy blessed self, in the 
glorious life eternal. O be thou their Guide 
until death; in death their support and com- 
fort; and when heart and flesh, and all here 
shall fail them, O do thou never fail them, but 
be the strength of their hearts, and their por- 
tion for evermore. Amen. 


The Widow’s Prayer. 


EVER living and all disposing God! 

thou hast taken from me the friend of my 
bosom, that was even as my own soul; and by 
the want, now taught me the worth of that 
blessing which I was not so thankful for, nor 
so careful as I ought, to use and improye, in 
the enjoyment, to thy glory. I submit to thy 
over ruling hand, which is always just, though 
sometimes heavy, as now I feel it upon me. 
O deliver me, Lord, from the sins which are 
the cause of thy displeasure ; and forgive me 
all wherein ever I have failed towards thee, or 
towards my dear partner. He was thy gift, and 
it was thy goodness that I enjoyed, and thy 
help and comfort that I found in him: who 
canst supply to me, by thyself, what I received 
from thee by his hands; for thou art still the 
same eternal Fountain of goodness, whatever 
means of conveyance thou cuttest off from us. 
O pity me, Lord, under the breach which thou 
hast been pleased to make upon me, and sup- 
port 
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port me in the dejection of my heart, and guide 
and comfort me in all the perplexity of my 
thoughts. Withdraw not thou thyself from 
me, O my God, now trouble is upen me ; but 
make even the bitter dispensation.a happy oc- 
casion to bring me nearer to thyself, by remoy- 
ing that which lay betwixt thee and my heart ; 
and to raise this heart of mine from the present 
world to.a better, where I hope my dear friend 
is now with the Lord: that as a widow indeed, 
and desolate, and deprived of former helps, I 
may trust in God, and continue in supplica- 
tions and prayers night and day. O thou that 
hast.a peculiar care, and tender regard for the 
widows, be pleased to espouse my concerns, 
and direct my path, and shew me what I have 
to do, and fit me for, and assist me in every 
duty now incumbent upon me. O let my Ma- 
ker be my husband to teach me, and help to 
defend and comfort me ; to deal graciously with 
me, and to be all in all to me; and bring me 
safe, O my God, through this vale of misery, 
to the blessed kingdom of thy glory, for the 
sake of thy beloved Son, my only Saviour, Je-- 
sus Christ. Amen. 


The Orphan’s Prayer. 
LORD my God, thou art he that took 


me out of my mother’s womb ; and art 
pleased to style thyself in a peculiar manner, 
the Father of the fatherless ; now am I left un- 
to thee, my eyes are upon thee, and I desire,to 
pour 


- 
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pour out my soul before thee, intreating thy 

gracious favor to have compassion on me, 
and leave me not desolate, exposed to the wants 
and mischiefs, and dangers of this wicked and 
miserable world : But when my father and mo- 
ther have forsaken me, O Lord, do thou take 
me up, and be a Father, and the best of Fathers 
to me, and still a gracious Provider for me. 
Guide me, O my “heav enly Father, and my 
friends also, that are concerned in the dispos- 
ing of me and my affairs. O be thou pleased 
to choose my inheritance for me; and order 
me, and all that concerns me to thy glory, and 
to the promoting of my present welfare, and 
my everlasting happiness. Direct my designs, 
that they may be agreeable to thy blessed will ; 
and bless and prosper my undertakings and en- 
deavors, that they may succeed according to 
my desire, and so as to give me occasion for 
thy praise. My Lord, I commit myself to thee! 
O be thou.my God and guide, even unto 
death: be ever watchful over me for good, and 
preserve and keep me, and conduct and lead 
me in all the variety of estates and affairs of this 
life, till thou hast brought me to imherit the 
_ blessed portion of thy children, in that most 
sweet and glorious life, which shall never fail. 
Grant this, O merciful Father, for thy dear 
Son’s sake, my only Saris Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


The 
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O LORD of my life, thou art my God from 
the womb, my hope and trust from my 
youth ; by thee I was brought into the world, 
and upon thee have I lived all my days. O 
with what patience and long suffering hast thou 
endured me ! and with what loving kindness 
and tender mercies still prevented and follow- 
ed me: how many have I seen snatched out 
of this life,-as I fear, miserably unprovided for 
their death ; whereas thou prolongest my days, 
and together with more days, still addest new 
mercies to my life: O that it may be in mercy 
to my soul, that I am suffered to live so long 
in the world; that as my life is lengthened 
out, so all that concerns my salvation may be 
filled up, that I may redeem the time, and im- 
prove all the opportunities and means of grace 
which thou art pleased to put into my hands, 
for the best profit and advantage of my soul, 
that my age may be the good old age; and 
the remaining time of my sojourning here, the 

best ofall my time. | 
Though my sight is dim to the world, let 
my eyes be ever towards the Lord, and open 
to see the things of my peace: though my ears 
are dull of hearing, let my heart be attentive 
to thy calls, and to hear thy voice while it is 
called to-day. Though I cannot, as formerly, 
relish the pleasures of meat and drink ; yet let 
me taste the goodness of the Lord, and it 
the 
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the things of the Spirit of God, and hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, and those pleasures 
which are at thy right hand for evermore. And 
though my limbs are weak, and my strength will 
not serve me to travel abroad as I have done ; 
yet make me strong in the Lord, to do thy 
work, and to walk in thy ways; and to per- 
form my great journey home to my house 
eternal in the heavens: and seeing there is no 
‘.man that liveth and shail not see death: and 
the longer I have escaped it, the nearer 1 am 
“now to it, and shall one day certainly fail by 
“it; and must every day reckon upon it, and 
know not but my soul this night may be re- 
guired of me: O let not my length of days 
‘tempt me to forget their end; or to put my last 
day far from me: but let me keep it ever in 
my prospect as drawing nigh to me; that I 
may order all my concerns, not only like a 
stranger and sojourner with thee, as all my fa- 
thers were ; but as a dying man, and ready to 
drop into the grave, waiting and watching, and 
preparing for the coming of my Lord; that at 

thy coming, thou mayest find me so doing. 
And because I am old in sins, as well as in 
years; pulled down with miquity, as well as 
-with age ; and the number of my transgressi®ns 
exceeds not only my years and days, but even 
the hotirs of my life, and the hairs of my head ; 
where I cannot, alas ! pretend to my innocence! 
O my gracious Lord, give me true repentance ! 
and that godly sorrow for my sihs, which may 
prevent my going down im a worse sorrow. to 
poy 
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my grave. Thou hast saved many old sin- 
ners; O God, be so merciful to mé a sinner. 
Put all my sins upon the account of thy dear 
Son; and wash me thoroughly from them, in 
the fountain of his precious blood.’ Especial- 
ly, O merciful Lord, acquit and discharge me 
from the sins that lic heaviest upon me; and 
that make the thoughts of death and judgment 
most frightfulto me. O give me, Lord, some 
tokens for good, that I shall find such mercy 
at thy hands, that I may depart in peace, and 
finish my course with joy, and in the end of 
my life, be numbered among the redeemed 
blessed of the Lord, through the tender mer- 
cies of my God, and the all-sufficient merits of 
my only Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


The Child’s Prayer. 
O MY good God, who hast made me, have 


mercy upon me, and teach me to know 

thee, and incline my heart to love thee, and en- 
able me in all my life to do thy willas I ought 
to do. Thou hast formed me in the womb for 
thyself, and in the church I have been devoted, 
and offered up to the Lord, as thy dear child, 
in all duty to wait upon thee. © thou bless- 
ed guide of.my youth! give me. thy grace, 
to understand and seek after God; yea, to 
seek the Lord early, and to remember my 
Creator, and bear the yoke in the days of my 
youth; that thou mayest not be unmindful of 
me in the time of age ; but make me to find a 
never- 
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never-failing comfort in my latter days. As 
I grow in years and stature, so help me, Lord, 
to grow in wisdom and grace, and in favor 
with God and men. O keep me from the 
evil of this world, and carry me safe through 
it to thy heavenly kingdom. Make me obedi- 
ent and tractable to my parents and teachers ; 
and lowly, and respectful, and courteous to 
all: and bless me, and help me, Lord, in my 
learning of all such things as shall stand me in 
stead, and do me good. O my heavenly Fa- 
ther ! take care of me, and provide for me, and 
so dispose of me in the world, that I may be 
useful, and serviceable in my generation, and 
a blessing to the place where thy providence 
shall settle my abode. Preserve me, O my 
Lord, from the infection of bad examples, that 
I may not be led away, and enticed to follow 
the ungodly despisers of thy laws and religion, 
but make me a lover and follower of such as are 
good and godly, anda pattern of all that is com- 
mendable for others’ imitation. O God, thou 
knowest my foolishness, and. seest how weak 
I am; O look not upon my follies, nor remem- 
ber the sins of my youth; but have pity on my 
infirmities, and pass by my failings. And thou 
that out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
hast ordained strength, O magnify thy power in 
my weakness, and make me a profitable mem- 
ber of society, and the instrument of thy glory. 
Leave me not, O Lord, to myself, in the hands 
of my own counsel; but let me be taught of God 
how to behave myself, and what to do: oe : 

take 
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take thou the gracious charge and guidance 
and government of me; and keep my heart 
sull in thy fear and love; and. direct all my 
ways to please thee, my God, through Jesus: 
Christ. Amen. ; 


A Prayer to be used by. the Rich and Great. 


LORD, the gracious Giver of all our 

good things! thou hast opened thy hand 

to me in a bountiful manner, and givest me all 
things plenteously to enjoy: so that I am full, 
and abound in the store wherein many’ of my 
neighbors. are indigent and wanting : O that 
this plenty, which | have for my body, may be 
in. mercy and love to my soul! And-that:I may: 
not be put off with my portion in this life, nor 
rest in the gifts, forgetting and slighting the 
blessed Giver! for better I never had the 
world’s good,. if I. am never the better for it. 
And the more I have, the sadder account I shalk 
make, if I:do not good to. myself and others 
with it. The prosperity of fools destroy'them. 
O.good God! grant that this may not be my 
case, that 1: may not so abuse my. prosperous 
circumstances to rebel against thee, my Lord, 
with thy own bounty ; and carry worst towards 
thee, when. thou. dealest best. with me. I anv 
thy: steward, O. Lord; grant. I. beseech thee,. 
that: may, be found: faithful in what is com- 
mitted to my trust; that I may honor thee 
with my substance, and serve the ends of thy ho- 
ly religion inmy prosperoys-condition. © that 
pA with 
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with the fulness put into my hands, Jeanness 
may not be sent into my soul! That I may 
not wax proud and wanton, and careless of 
seeking after a better world ; when Iam so well 
provided in this! O let not my riches choke 
thy grace, nor dull my zeal in thy service. But 
the more thou hast done for me, my God, 
make me the more careful to approve the 
thankfulness of my heart to thee ; ‘and the more 
concerned to please thee, and the more fearful 
to ofiend thee. Seeing thou hast pronounced 
it so hard for the rich to+enter into thy king- 
dom, O keep me in continual vigilance, to es- 
cape the temptations and dangers to which I 
am exposed in this condition. And teach me 
good Lord! how to abound, and to use this 
world without abusing it. That the bodily 
provisions may not, through my folly, become 
snares and hindrances to my soul; but by thy 
mercy may be helps and encouragements to 

my duty. 9) | es 
O let me not trust in uncertain riches, nor 
value myself upon what I have of the world ; 
but be covetous after the true treasure of thy 
heavenly grace and love; and count all things 
but loss and dung, that I may win Christ, and 
be rich in good works, and abound in the fruits 
of righteousness. As thou fillest me with thy 
good things, so fill my heart with thy love and 
grace to use every gift aright to thy glory, who 
hast made me so much to differ from multi- 
tudes of poor creatures here in the world. O 
Ict me not despise any aboye whom thy distin-’ 
guished 
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guished kindness has raised me; but give me 
a heart to condescend to them of low estate: 
and amidst all my plenty to be clothed with 
humility, and forward to all the offices of char- 
ity ; ready to communicate, willing to distri- 
bute, laying up in store the good foundation 
against the time to come, that I may lay hold 
upon eternal life; and so making me friends of 
the unrighteous mammon, that when I fail they 
may receive me into everlasting habitations. 
Whatsoever I have in the world, O that I may 
have it, Lord, with thy leave and love, sancti- 
fied to me by the word of God and prayer; and 
by a right use and conscientious improvement 
of it to the honor of thy name, from whom 
every good and perfect gift does descend. O 
let me never gain the world at the hazard and 
loss of my soul; but rather than so, let me be 
stript of all which I have in this life, that I 
may inherit the heavenly treasure and life eter- 
nal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer to be used by such as are poor and 
low wr the World. 


LORD, the great Disposer of all our es- 

tates and concerns! thy Providence ap- 
points every one their several stations; and it 
is thy will that there should be poor and low, 
as well as rich and high, in the world. One 
thing is needful; and it is not what we have 
of the world, but what we are towards God, 
that will do us good, and make us happy. 7 If 
. thou 
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thou shower not down plenty upon. me, yet, 
Lord, give me what is needful and convenient 
for me. -And however thou dealest by me for 
the'things of this life, O deny me not the rich- 
es of thy grace, and the saving good of ‘thy 
chosen, which is better than thousands of gold 
and silver. Teach me, my God, to suffer need, 
without repining at my lot, or coveting what I 
have not, or envying those that have it. O 
make me contented with my portion, and not 
ugerieved to be obscure and mean in the world ; 
so that Imay be known to heaven, and accept- 
ed in the sight of thee, my God, through Jesus 
Christ. Let me never stretch out my hand to 
iniquity, nor seek to help myself, by any dis- 
honest ways of gettmg; but choose rather to 
be poor than wicked ; and to want my-daily 
bread, rather than thy heavenly grace: casting 
all muy care upon thee, and trusting to thy Fa- 
therly care, to provide for me. Let me dabor, 
working with my hands, the thing which is | 
gocd, in all that I can, to minister to my neces- 
sities : and may thy blessing succeed and pros- 
per all my honest designs, and poor endeavors. 
And the less I have of this world, O let me 
be in greater care to lay out and labor for an 
- infinitely better! that 1, who have no inherit- 
gnce upon earth, may be made mect to be a par- 
taker of the inheritance of thy saints in light ; 
that I may not lose both worlds, nor pass from 
my small things here, to be out of all for ever ; 
but may have my treasure in heaven, and thy 
blessed self, O Lord, tobe my portion for ever ; 
4 being 
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being found among those poor of this world, 
whom thou hast chosen, that are rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom, which thou hast pro- 
mised to them that love thee. 

And blessed be thy name; O righteous God! 
that with thee there is no respect of persons ; 
but the poor are as capable of it as the rich ; 
yea, when it is so hard for the rich to enter, 
that thou hast put out of my way many of 
the snares and temptations that hinder others. 
And my poverty cannot keep me out of thy 
glory ; but when I am also poor in spirit, as 
well as. low in the world, I have thy promise 
of the kingdom of heaven. My God!. grant me 
that poverty of spirit, and those better things 
that accompany salvation; and then how short 
soever Iam kept in this life, thy will be done ; 
though I have nothing to depend upon in the 
world ; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation ; having thee 
for my God, and chiefest good, ‘and my most 
gracious F ather i in Jesus Christ. O Lord, give 
me thyself, and thén I have all; and for that 
best of gifts, I will bless thy name for ever 
more. Amen. 


The Master of a Family his Pray yer. 
* 
O MOST high God, the great Lord of al, 
whose providence disposes the several 
ranks of men inthe world; and.thy word gives 
rules to:masters, as well as. servants, how to 
demean themselves i in. their respective places.. 
res It. 
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It is thou, my Lord, who hast made me the 
head. of this house; O that I may walk in it 
with an upright heart; and not shelter any ill 
thing offensive to God or man, under my roof ! 
but countenancing the pious, correcting the 
vicious, and yielding myself a pattern of all that 
good which ought to be seen in the rest; let me 
so command my children, and my household 
after me, that they may keep the way of the 
Lord. And as for me and my house, let us ever 
in faithfulness serve the Lord. O that there 
may not be a hypocrite, nor an unrenewed pro- 
fane person among us. Let not me that am 
called a master, myself serve sin, nor be en- 
slaved by my own passions and lusts ; but have 
the dominion. over myself; and keep my eyes 
ever waiting upon the Lord my God, even as 
the eyes of servants are im the hands of their 
masters, gr ie 
O that my wife may be the spouse of Christ ;, 
my children, the children of God; my servants 
the servants of the Lord! and all the members: 
of my family the true members of thy church, 
and the constant followers of all that is laudable 
and good. Let me not carry myself with rigor 
and a high hand, nor despise the cause even of 
my servants; but with patience and fairness 
hear them ; and give unto them that which is 
just end equal, knowing that Lalso havea Mas- 
ter in heaven. Let me not insult over any that 
are under the yoke; nor be severe and cruel to: 
them ; nor oppress and. defraud them in their 
wages, nor any rewards or encouragements: wing 
4 -f 
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they may justly expect from me. But let my 
dealings with them, and my usage of them, be 
upright and candid, merciful and kind ; taking 
care of their bodies and their souls, of their 
maintenance and their carriage, and all that 
concerns them as their benign patron, and their 
faithful friend : and treating them with all due 
regard, as my brethren and fellow servants, and 
my equals in the worship of God, with whom 
is no respect of persons. O give me, Lord, an 
understanding heart and prudent conduct, and 
such a spirit of government, that I may go in 
and out before my people as one that is taught 
of God, and commanding nothing but in the 
. Lord, according to thy will, and for the ad- 
yancement of thy glory. 

O bless my house, Lord, and preserve it from: 
¥ice and ungodliness, and from all disorders 
and dangers, and make it a nursery of virtue 
anc piety, and all that is exemplary, and of 
good report. Direct, O God, and help us 
every one in the discharge of our several off- 
ces; that we may employ ourselves as we 
ought, and with quietness do our own. busi- 
ness; never forgetting, but above all respecting 
and pursuing the great work of the Lord, for 
ecuiel thou didse send us, into the world. O 
keep us all evermore in thy fear and love ; safe 
under thy tuition and upon the holy way to thy 
heavenly kingdom ; through thy mercy to us 
all, m our common: Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. men. 


The 


fe .332 a 
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O GOD, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth! it is the ordination of 
thy good providence, that there should be va- 
rious ranks and degrees of men ; and that I 
should be disposed of in the station where now 
Iam. Wherefore I submit, Lord, to thy most 
wise appointment of all things ; and desire, 
with content and thankfulness, to accept of 
my portion, how low soever in the world. If 
my blessed Redeemer, who is Lord of all, 
would take upon him the form ofa servant, and 
condescend even to the meanest offices for the 
service of our souls; O why should I be ag- 
grieved to be a servant under the yoke ? when 
in serving man as I ought, I do also serve the 
Lord; and though bound to others I may be 
the Lord’s freeman : yea, in faithfully discharg- 
ing the duties of my place, I shall be as accept- 
able to my God as any that enjoy the highest. 
station. I leave it to thee, O Lord of.ail, to 
choose my inheritance for me. Only I begat 
thy hands that my lot may fall where my soul. 
may prosper, though I work or fare the harder..: 
For if my soul do well, I shall be for ever hap-. 
py- If my heart be right with God, I shall have- 
his blessed countenance and love. And if 1 
be found in the way of righteousness, I shall. 
be exalted in due time, however abased at pre- 
sent. O my supreme Lord! let it not be so 
much my care to get higher in the world, as ta. 
get more in thy favor, wherein is life. Let re 
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be more my concern, to fill my place, and dis- 
charge my duty with faithfulness, than to 
change it for more ease, profit or honor. 

‘© let me not be the servant of sin, but en- 
joy the blessed liberty wherewith Christ Jesus 
sets all his people free ; the liberty from sinful 
bondage, the liberty to follow my Lord care- 
fully, and to run the way of thy commands with 
an enlarged heart. And, Lord, be thou pleas- 
ed to fit me for, and teach and help me in the 
service to which Iam called; that I may per- 
form it to the glory of thy name, to the plea- 
sure and welfare of those whom I serve, and 
my own true advantage and comfort. O make 
me true’and faithful, careful and diligent, hum- 
ble and obedient, meek and patient, fair and 
peaceable ; doing the business of my place, 
not with €ye-service as a man-pleaser ; but in 
singleriess of heart, fearing God. ~ Not cross 
and froward, but apt to bear, and deny myself; 
not answering again, to stir up wrath 3 but 
with silence and submission, following the 
things that make for peace; not debasing my 
master to set off myself; nor doing him any 
‘damage for my own filthy lucre, or fleshly plea- 
sure ; but tendering his credit and interest, a8 
one that would be found faithful in the sight of 
my God, who evermore seest in secret, and 
searchest the very heart : and make me, I be- 
seech thee, such every way towards thee, that 
thou mayest mercifully accept me, and all my 
service, for the sake of thy beloved Son, my 
blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. ; The 


kr ee 
The Soldier’s Prayer. 


O LORD God of hosts ! who hast all ihe 
creatures in heaven and in earth ready to 
fight thy battles, and execute thy pleasure ! 
thou didst not sow any seeds of enmity in our 
nature ; but didst create man endued with all 
the principles of love and dispositions to peace. 
It is from our lust and sins, that the wars and 
fightings come amongst us. First we fell out 
with our God, and our own happiness; and 
ever since it is a contentious quarrelsome world 
that we live in, where restless men are jostling 
one another, and striving for that ease and con- 
tent which the world has not for them. Now 
that I am in this military station, O Lord, in- 
struct and enable me to behave myself therein 
as I ought. O make me the faithful soldier of 
Jesus Christ, in that spiritual warfare, wherein 
I am to combat with the enemies that war 
against my soul. And that I may have ya 
with my God, let me have no peace with my 
sins, nor any part or consent with the rebels 
against heaven ; nor be carried away with 
any ungodly examples, into such wickedness, 
against which thou, O God, hast declared thy _ 
wrath from heaven. O grant that I may nes 
so strive with my Maker, nor allow myself in 
sucha habit of mind, and course of life, as are 
enmity against God; but ever dread more to 
fall into thy hands than their’s, that can but kill 
the body ; and shew myself the more zealous ~ 

for 
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for thee the more I see others set themselves 
against thee. O Lord most high! make me 
valiant for thy cause, as well as that for man, 
wherein I am now engaged. And preserve me, 
O my God, from the profaneness and blasphe- 
my, the lewdness and debauchery, the rude- 
ness and violence that are most incident to 
men of this profession ; that I may not be in- 
fected with their contagion, but preserve my 
itegrity, amidst all the temptations whcrewith _ 
T am surrounded. 

Though the sword is in my hand, lect the 
peace of God rule in my heart; and though I 
am a soldier, let me not be a man of blood, de- 
lightiag in war; but a ready servant of my 
country, a faithful instrument for our common 
defence and safety, and a dutiful subject to the 
powers ordained of God, for the Lord’s sake. 
O my strength and my Redeemer, strengthen 
my heart and hands for the service to which 
I am called; and make me successful and vic- 
torious, through thy blessing and power from 
on high. It is thou, Lord, only, that makest 
us to dwell in safety : O cover my head in the 
day of battle; and in all times of danger, be 
thou my shield and buckler. And either keep: 
the evil from me, or arm me for it, that I may 
n ruined by it, but gain good out of it,’ 
and find bedily hurts making for the health of 
my soul: and even the temporal death but a- 
gate opened to eternal life. And seeing I go 
with my life in my hands, and am more exposcd 
than other men-to dangers and death, O make 

mc 
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me more careful of my soul, more mindful of 
my. latter end, and more diligent to put and 
keep myself in a preparation and readiness to 
die, And whether I prosper or miscarry in the 
attempts. and enterprises wherein I am now 
concerned, O let my soul be ever precious in, 
thy sight, and safe in thy, hands. Help me, 
O my supreme Commander, the great, Gaptain 
of our salvation, so to live, that foam find it 
the greatest gain to die: and let me go on, as 
Christ’s faithful soldier, so conquering and. to 
conquer the enemies of thy glory, and the hin- 
drances of my own and others’ salvation, that 
having overcome, I may sit down in thy king- 
dom, and triumph in thy sweetest love, and in 
thy heavenly joy, and thy most glorious prais-, 
es, world withoutend. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Melancholy and Dejected. 


O MOST good and gracious Lord! thou 
knowest our.frame, and arta God full of, 
compassion, to pity and relieve thy servants un-. 
der their trouble and oppression. Look down,, 
we humbly pray thee, with thy wonted. pity, , 
and remember in tender, mercy the work of; 
thy hands, our disconsolate friend; this fcc 


bled soul, that is even. distracted in suff 
thy terrors; while thy. wrath lies hard upon, 
him, and all thy waves and billows are gone; 
over him to disturb his peace, and oppress his, 
mind, and unfit him rightly to use his reason,, 
or discharge his duty. O thou that sapeakest: 

the 
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the winds and waves into obedience and calm- 
ness, settle and quiet his discomposed breast ; 
speak peace and satisfaction to his troubled 
mind ; and give him comfort and sweet repose, 
in the sense of thy pardon and love. Lord, 
help his unbelief, and increase his faith, that he 
mav not be faithless, but believing. Though 
he now walk in darkness and has no light, let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God. And in the multitude of the 
thoughts and sorrows that he has in his heart, 
O let thy comforts come in to refresh his soul. 
Be thou pleased, Lord, to deliver and ease him 
of the load that lies upon his spirit ; and let in 
the beam of thy heavenly light, to scatter and 
dispel all the clouds and darkness in which his 
mind is wrapt up. O direct to the means most 
proper for his help, and bless and prosper them 
so, that they may be efficacious to promote his 
recovery out of this low and doleful estate. 
Incline his ears to wholesome counsels, and 
fashion his heart to receive due impressions. 
O gracious Father ! pity his frailty, and forgive 
*his iniquity; and heal him, Lord, both in soul 
and body ; rebuking his distemper so, tliat his 
disquieted soul may return to its rest. O raise 
Kim up and make him whole. Yea, make 
nie, O Lord, to shew such mercy upon him, 
even for thy own mercy’s sake in Jesus Christ, 
our blessed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


F f A Prayer 


E938 a 
_ A Prayer for the Lamatic and Distracted. 
é) LORD, the only wise God ! thou Bivext 


understanding, and takest it away as thou 
pleasest; and thou art holy and righteous in 
all that ever thou dost. Though the reason and 
meaning of many of thy works are unknown 
to us; yet still thou knowest well what thou 
hast to do ; and we must be dumb, and open 
not our mouths, when it is thy doing. The 
stroke which thou hast laid upon thy poor crea- 
ture, would be just upon any of us; and we 
must acknowledge it owing only to thy mercy 
that itis any better for us. But in tender com- 
passion of his pitiable condition, we take upon 
us to beg thy merciful relief in his behalf. For 
thou, Lord, that givest sense and discretion, 
canst as easily renew them when impaired : 
and thou that madest thy servant out of noth- 
ing, canst also bring him to himself again, and 
help him to use his reason aright, as he ought. 
O dispel the clouds in which now his soul is 
wrapped up, that he may come to a good un- 
‘derstanding of himself, and the things of his» 
peace ; reduce and heal the crazed and broken 
faculties; or else settle and quiet them, pacify 
“and compose them. Have pity, we beseech” 
thee, O Lord, upon him, and impute not = 
him any thing that is now said or done amiss 
by him; but in mercy pass it by, as if it had 
not been said or done at all. 
O that thou wouldest direct to some means 
for help in this case, and make him tractable 
to 
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to the use of remedies, and willing and’ ready 
to comply with the advice of his friends, till 
he shall be in better capacity to manage and 
help himself; and where no means will reach 
to work the cure, thou that canst open the 
doors which are barred against us, and art nev- 
er at sucha loss but thou knowest how to deliv- 
er ; O reveal thy glorious arm, without means, 
to bring salvation from above ; and do the work 
worthy of God, to command that deliverance 
which is out of our prospect to see effected ; 
that thy name may have all the glory of such 
thy great and wonderful mercy in Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


A Prayer for insensible Sinners. 


@) LORD, the great Almighty God, who 
quickenest the dead, and callest those 
things that are not, as if they were: with thee 
nothing is impossible; but the things that re- 
sist all the skill and power of man, thy divine 
virtue and glorious operation, with the great- 
est facility, brings to pass. Thou, the living 
God, canst speak life to souls dead in trespass- 
es and sins; and make even such as lie in the 
grave of all their habitual corruptions, hear 
the voice of the Son of God and live. It is 
the great work of thy eternal Spirit, Lord, to 
convince the world of sin; and to make incon- 
siderate, careless sinners to know themselves, 
and be concerned as they ought about the case 
of their souls. O that these poor insensible 

wretches 
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wretches who have sinned 
themselves even past feeling, may find such 
mercy from the Lord, and yet come to feel in 
themselves that irresistable force of thy hand. 
O that thou wouldest open their eyes, to see 
their case, and soften their hearts to bewail 
their sins; and turn their course to flee from 
the wrath to come! Blessed Lord, awaken 
them with thy terrors, before they be overtak- 
en by thy judgments ! O break in upon their 
souls by thy mighty convictions, to set them 
in bitterness for their sms; and let thy quick 
und powerful word pierce into their hearts, to 
make them cry and seek out, what they must 
do to be saved ! 

O if they did but apprehend their case, and 
know their transgressions, that they remain so 
remorseless and unconcerned, as if nothing 
were amiss with them, and that can induige 
themselves in pleasure and mirth, as if they 
were in the happiest condition, would soon be 
struck down into the deepest heaviness and 
consternation, refusing to be comforted ; and 
go mourning all the day long, yea, even roar 
for the disquietness of their hearts.. O God of 
all grace, be thou pleased in mercy to shew 
such seeming severity ; to write bitter things 
against them, and make them confess their for- 
mer iniquities ; and to feel now the weight and 
horror of all their sins, that they may not feel 
it eternally when past remedy. Direct and im- 
power thy messengers, Lord, to speak heme to 
their conviction, crying aloud, and not sparing 

to 
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to shew them their transgressions and their 
sins. Yea, make thy word in thy servants’ 
mouths as fire, to enflame and rouse the consci- 
ences of such drowsy secure sinners, that they 
may come to perceive what a forlorn, lost con- 
dition they are in ; and be restless in themselves, 
till coming unto Christ, laboring and heavy la- 
den under the load of their sins, in him they 
may find rest for their souls. O thou Almighty 
God! do marvellous things, worthy of thyself 
im taking away that which blinds the minds, 
and hardens the hearts.of such stupid creatures ; 
and brmg them out of the worst lethargy and 
deadness, to understand themselves, and seek 
after. God, and to take and to follow the way 
of peace with thee, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. . 


The condemned Malefactor’s Prayer. 

On of the depths do.I cry to thee, O 

Lord ! Lord, hear my voice : let thy ears 
be attentive to the voice of my. supplication. 
if thou, O Lord, shouldest mark imiquities, O 
Lord, who should. stand! but there is forgive- 
ness. with thee that thou mayest be feared. 
Therefore I wait for the Lord ; my soul does. 
wait, and in thy word dol hope. Though my 
sins have found me out, and brought me to 
shame, and they are heinous beyond expres- 
sion, and, the thought and remembrance. of 
them.fills me with horror and confusion; yet 
L believe, Lord help my unbelief, they are 
2 Rie not 
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not greater than thy Son has satisfied for, nor 
greater than thy mercy in him ean set me clear 
from, as bad and as sad as ever | have made my 
case. Woe is me, vile and wretched that I 
am,°so foolishly and wickedly that I have done ! 
yet it is not past thy help and care, O Lord 
God Almighty, who at the lowest canst-raise, 
and at the worst art able to relieve us. Ex- 
cept we repent, thou hast told us, that we 
shall perish ; but upon our repentance, thou 
hast promised thy gracious forgiveness. And 
though sin has abounded, yet when we forsake 
our wicked ways and thoughts and return to 
the Lord our God, thou hast promised to have 
mercy upon us, and abundantly to pardon. He 
that believeth not on the Son of God is con- 
demned with a worse condemnation than what I 
now lie under : but it is thy own most true and 
faithful word, O Lord, that whosoever believes 
in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life ; 
and that he who confesseth and forsaketh his 
sins, shall have mercy. Though I cannot find 
such mercy at man’s tribunal; yet I beg it of 
thee, the Father of mercies, who art the Helper 
of the friendless, and dost not reject the cry 
even of fools in their distress, though because of 
their sins they are afflicted, but rememberest 
us in our low estate, out of that mercy of 
thine which endures for ever. O thou that 
hast. promised to forgive every penitent sinner, 
make me, Lord, I beseech thee, one of that 
number. O touch my heart with true remorse, 
that it may melt and bleed for my sins, and 

become 
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become such a broken, contrite heart, as thou 
wilt not despise. 

O that the doleful circumstances which I am 
in, may be turned, through the riches of thy 
grace, into a happy occasion of converting my 
soul, and perfecting my repentance, and pro- 
moting my salvation! This is atime of shame 
and sorrow with me ; but help me, good God, 
so to repent and be converted, that my sins 
may be blotted out, when the timés of refresh- 
ing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 
Pardon my sin, for it is great; too great for 
any but the God of infinite goodness and love 
to give me a merciful discharge from: and 
that thou mayest have the everlasting glory and 
my soul the refreshing fruit of thy mercy, O 
Lord, prepare me for it by such a serious re- 
pentance as thy holy word requires of sinners, 
aud such as thy goodness in Christ Jesus will 
mercifully accept at my hands. What is past 
] cannot recall; but thou, Lord, canst remit it, 
and give me grace to repent of it: O give me 
such sound repentance for my sins, that thou 
mayest also give me full pardon of them ; and 
never lay them to my charge, but upon the ac- 
count of thy beloved Son, our blessed Saviour, 
who came to seek and to save that which was 
lost ; and who himself suffered and died once, 
that we might not suffer and die eternally. O 
wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin, in that fountain open- 
ed for sin and for uncleanness, the precious 
blood of the immaculate Lamb of God, slain 


to 
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to take away the sins of the world, that: thou 
mayest not abhor my soul, as I have justly de- 
served ; but, of thy wonderful merey, accept 
me in the Son of thy eternal love, m whom 
thou art well pleased. - 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto. 
death. O most gracious Lord! grant that my 
sorrow may be the godly sorrow; not only a 
sorrowing for the bitter consequences of my 
sin, but for the sin itself, and for my wicked 
offending of thee, my great Lord God, as I 
have done. O blessed Jesus, who camest to 
call sinners to repentance, and thyself didst 
hang upon the cross, and shew thy compassion 
and great salvation upon the poor malefactor: 
there’ suffering ; remember me now in such 
- mercy, Lord, for thy own mercy’s sake. O 
Son of David have mercy, upon me. Both 
“now and ever, vouchsafe to hear me, O Christ ;: 
graciously hear me, O Lord Christ; and let 
thy mercy be shewed upon me, as Ido put my 
trust in thee. O glorify this thy merey in my- 
salvation, and not thy justice in my destruc- 
tion, - - 
‘Though confusion is now my portion, yet 
help me, Lord, so to bear thy just indignation, 
and to obtain such benefit to. my soul, out-of 
the punishment of my body, that I may. not 
hereafter awake to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt. And though I am now under the sen- 
tence of a temporal death ; yet spare my. soul,. 
O most mefciful Lord, and deliver me not in- 
to the bitter pains of eternal death. O that 
I may. 
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I may have all the shame and sorrow, and evil 
things in this life, that thou mayest spare me for 
ever ; and shew forth all the wonders of thy 
grace, and power, and mercy, to prepare me 
for, and support me under the deserved punish- 
ment which I am shortly to suffer, and to give 
me hope in my death, even in this famous 
death; and after death some part in thy king- 
dom, if but to be the least and lowest in the 
house of my God, for the sake of thy own ten- 
der mercies, and for the infinite merits of the 
great Redeemer of the world, my only Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 4men, Amen. 


Prayer and Praise upon the Occasion of our 
blessed Saviour’s coming into the World. 


LESSING, and honor, and glory, and 
power, be to him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever. O 
Lord God of our salvation! thou hast remem- 
bered us in our low estate, out of that mercy 
of thine which endures for ever. Thou hast 
raised up a great salvation and mighty deliver- 
ance for us; to heal the sinful, to help the mis- 
erable, and to save that which was lost. None 
but thy blessedself, O Lord, the gracious Giv- 
er, knows the greatness of that gift, which thou 
hast conferred upon us; the greatest that thou 
couldest give, or man receive, in giving thy 
only Son to be our Almighty Saviour, to deliv- 
er us from the eternal miseries of hell, and to 
make us meet to be partakers of the heavenly 
inheritance 
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inheritance of thy saints in light. Qhow won: 
derful have been the designs of thy loye, and 
the counsels of thy wisdom, to recover our 
poor lost souls, and to work for them a salva- 
tion worthy of God! that God should be mani- 
fested in the flesh, to destroy the works of the 
devil; and that the eternally Beloved of thy 
soul, should be made Son of man, to make us 
(sinful men) the children of God! O what man- 
ner of love has the Father bestowed upon us ! 
exceeding all that ever we are able to say of it! 
O that we and all men may. praise thee, Lord, 
for thy goodness, and such thy wonderful 
works to the children of men: that we may 
ever, with all admiration and reverence, and 
thankfulness, receive and ponder this great 
mystery of godliness: and that we may return 
the glory of salvation up to thee, who hast sent 
the joy of salvation down to us, that our souls 
may magnify the Lord, and our spirits rejoice 
in God our Saviour ; and blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, that has so visited and redeemed 
his people. ‘ 

And now that thou hast'laid help upon one 
that is mighty ; and found a ransom for us, and 
made the all-sufficient provision to save us; O 
help thou us, Lord our God, as we ought, to 
entertain and welcome the joyful news, that Je- 
sus Christ is come into the world to save sinners, 
Father of mercies, prepare us for the blessed 
Saviour which thou hast prepared for us: that 
he who came into the world in the fulness of 
time, may come into our souls with the pers 
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of his grace, and with all the blessings and con- 
solations of his coming: and that, as he was 
miraculously formed in the Virgin’s womb, 
he may be spiritually formed in our hearts. O 
thou great Lord and Lover of souls ! remember 
our souls in mercy, with the favor which thou 
bearest to thy people ; and visit us with the joy 
of thy salvation. O make the way of salvation 
plain before us, that we may know where our 
help lies, and what we must do to be saved. 
And incline and quicken us, O Lord, with all 
readiness to take that way, and to embrace that 
grace of God which brings salvation; and to 
comply with the gracious designs of thy mer- 
cy, to do us the greatest good, to make us for 
ever happy. O blessed Saviour, be thou an 
effectual Saviour unto us; and so save us from 
our sins, that thou mayest also save us from the 
wrath to come. So redeem us here from all 
iniquity, that hereafter thou mayest redeem us 
from everlasting misery. Thou camest down 
to earth, to raise us up to heaven ; and tookest 
our nature, to make us partakers of thine. O 
that we may experience the mighty power of 
thy great salvation upon us, to heal our deprav- 
ed natures, to sanctify our sinful souls, and to 
make us such lovers and followers of thy holy 
ways, that we may have in us Christ the hope 
of glory, and those good things of thy Spirit 
which do accompany salvation. And for all 
the great and strange things which thou hast so 
graciously done for us, in revealing thy salva- 
tion and opening the doors of hope to us, and 

putting 
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putting us in the way to that blissful end of our 
faith, the eternal salvation of our souls, which 
thou hast purchased for us. Unto thee, O 
blessed God our Saviour, in the unity of the 
ever glorious Trinity, be all thanks and praise, 
and honor, and glory, rendered by us and all 
thy church, now and for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer on the Occasion of our blessed Sav- 
iour’s Death. ~~ | 


GOD, the Father of mercies, and of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through who every 
mercy is vouchsafed and derived unto us ; 
thou didst create us after thy own blessed im- 
age, in a holy and happy estate, but we have 
defaced thy first handy work, and put ourselves 
not only in a case of strangeness unto thee, but 
of enmity against thee ; in Adam all die; and 
by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation: yet thou hast not used 
us as enemies, to leave us in the sad ruins 
of our fall; but hadst an eye of pity to us, ly- 
ing in our blood, to bid us live: though thy 
own eternal beloved Son was fain to die, to 
save us from that everlasting death, which is 
the due wages of our sins, yet him thou spar- 
edst not, that thou mightest spare us, and 
make us the eternal monuments of thy saving 
mercy. O what amazing unspeakable love is 
this, that even when enemies, we should be 
reconciled to God, by the death of his Son! 
But O the cursed nature of sin, to be hated 
with a perfect hatred, that had need of such 
an 
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an atonement ! O the dreadful justice of God, 
how should we ever stand in awe of it ! that 
required such a satisfaction! O the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge, that would 
redeem our poor lost souls at such a costly 
rate ! and shed his own precious blood to save 
us! And O the precious death of our Lord 
Redeemer, to be had in everlasting remem- 
brance! By it we abide, and upon that we 
depend for the pardon of all our sins; and for 
our whole acceptance with God, both here and 
for ever. Though we could not satisfy thy 
justice, O God, for our sins, should we suffer 
eternally; yet thy Son has satisfied in full, and 
nothing at all remains on their score, for whom 
thou art pleased to accept his infinite satisfac- 
tion. And seeing there is balm in Gilead, and 
a Physician that is able to heal us, O let not 
our souls be unhealed : let not the great things 
which our Lord Redeemer hath done and en- 
dured for poor lost sinners, be lost unto us; 
but let the same be mercifully accepted upon 
our account, and for our sins. .O. let not the 
blood of Jesus Christ, as to us, be shed in vain ; 
but let it purge and purify us from all our sins, 
and make our peace with thee, the just and ho- 
ly God, against whom we have greatly sinned ; 
that we may be healed by his stripes, and find 
his death unto us the savor of life. 

Though we are sinful and unclean, yet what 
pollution and defilement, cannot this Fountain, 
opened for sin and uncleanness, wash and. 
cleanse us from! Having therefore such an all- 

Gg ’ sufficient 
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sufficient Saviour to repair to ; we will not be 
faithless, but believing that Christ is our Lord, 
and our God, who loved and redeemed us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood. O 
that we may know him, and the fellowship of 
his sufierings, and be so conformable to his 
death, that it may mortify the corruption of 
our nature, and the lusts that war m our mem- 
bers ; and crucify the world unto us, and us to 
the world! ‘The Lord pardon ail our forget- 
fulness and disregard, and contempt of thy af- 
fection to us, and thy affliction for us : And° 
make us to know more of the love wherewith 
thou hast loved us ; and touch our hearts with 
such a powerful sense of thy love, that we may 
make better returns of love to the great Lord 
and lover of our souls; and that we may never 
forget or slight such unparalleled kindness and 
love of God our Saviour, stronger than death, 
and better than life. O that the life which we 
now live, may be by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved us, and gave himself for us! 
O let us not live any longer than we may 
abound in thy love. Blessed Lord! let this 
be ever preferred above our chief joy ; and let 
nothing in the world ever be so dear to us as 
the altogether lovely Jesus, who, has given the 
highest demonstration of love that ever could 
be given to our poor lost souls. And to thee, 
our Almighty Redeemer, and sweet Saviour, 
be all the praise and glory given most humbly 
and heartily, now and eternally. Amen, Amen. 


Prayer 
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Prayer and Praise on the Occasion of our bless- 
ed Saviour’s Resurrection. 


LESSED. be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his 
abundant mercy, has begotten us again to a 
lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. It is he that liveth and was 
dead; and behold he is alive for evermore, 
Amen; and has the keys of death and of hell. 
The Lord liveth; and blessed be our Rock, 
and let the God of our salvation be exalted. 
He that bore our griefs and. carried our sor- 
rows, has wrought eternal redemption for us : 
with his own right hand and holy arm, hath he 
gotten himself the victory ; having loosed the 
pains of death, because it was impossible he 
should be beholden of it. The glorious Sun 
of Righteousness is risen with healing in his 
wings ; and hath shewed, that he is able to save 
himself, and to save to the utmost all that come 
to God through him. Our eyes therefore are 
to thee, O Lord, our life, our strength, and our 
Redeemer, who hast all power in heaven and in 
earth, to whom nothing is impossible or diffi- 
cult; who quickenest the dead, even souls 
dead in sin, as well as bodies dead in the grave ; 
and hast life in thyself, to give it to whomso- 
ever thou wilt. O that we may know thee, 
and the power of thy resurrection ! and that we 
may feel it efficacious, to raise us out of the 
grave of our sinful corruptions, to newness and 
holiness of life! that having part in the first 
EN resurrection ; 
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resurrection, the second death may have no 
power over us. Speak death to our sins, O Lord, 
that our souls may live, and for ever bless thy 
name. Thou, O Christ, art our life; and in 
thee is all fulness of whatever we want. O give 
us the life which thou camest that we might 
have, and let us have it more abundantly : yea, 
such life, from thee, as may enable us to live 
unto thee, and that entirely and cheerfully, 
even as long as we have any life and being. 
Amen. , 
Prayer and Praise on the Occasion of our 
blessed Saviour’s Ascension. 


HOU art the King of Glory, O Christ ; 

thou hast ascended on high, and dragged 

the infernal foes after thy triumphant chariot. 
And thou art exalted far above all principali- 
ties and powers ; and enthroned in the highest 
glory in thy heavenly kingdom, where saints 
and angels, and all the host of heaven do admire 
and adore thee. Be thou exalted, Lord, and 
reign in the greatness of thy power and majesty, 
till thou hast brought all enemies in subjection 
under thy feet. But, Lord, remember us, now 
thou art in thy kingdom, where thou rulest and 
reignest on high. O regard the supplications, 
and relieve the necessities of thy poor subjects 
and servants here below. Save, Lord, and let 
the King of heaven hear us when we call. And 
O that we may feel the powerful attraction of 
thy grace and Holy Spirit; to draw up our 
minds 


Tor Whitsuntide. 353 


minds and desires from the poor perishing en- 
joyments here below, to those most glorious 
and everlasting attainments above, where thou 
sittest at the right hand of God. . O let us lay 
up our treasure, and have our conversation with 
thee in heaven ; and so love thy appearing, and 
desire to be dissolved and to be with Christ, 
that when Christ, who is our life shall appear, 
we may also appear with him in glory: and 
after our ascending and dwelling above in heart 
and spirit; we may at last personally ascend, in 
soul and body, to be ever with the Lord ; there, 
together with thy whole triumphant church, to 
see and admire, and love and bless, and praise 
and glorify thee, O blessed God, our Saviour, 
world without end. Amen. . 


A Prayer on the Occasion of the coming of the 
Holy Ghost. 

O THOU infinite eternal Spirit, the Lord 
and Giver of life, who workest all in all ; 

and especially workest and abidest in the hearts 
and souls of men! Pardon, we beseech thee, 
all our resisting of thy motions, and quenching 
the flames which thou hast ever enkindled in 
our breasts. And be pleased so to enlighten 
our minds, and purify our hearts, that we may 
be fit to receive and entertain thee, as the Guide 
and Comforter of oursouls. O blessed Truth ! 
lead us into all truth; and bring all needful 
things out of thy word to our remembrance ; 
and set them home powerfully upon our hearts, 
Geg2 to 
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to influence our lives, and to do us good, in 
every time of our need. O work, Lord, the 
grace that is not in us; and establish and in- 
crease what thou hast already wrought upon 
us. Iixcite and stir us up to all good ; and 
enable us for the performance of it, and engage 
-us to continue and persist in it. 

O come down, Lord, as fire, upon us, to con- 
sume our dross, and to make clean our hearts, 
~ and enflame them with heavenly love, that we 
may rightly relish thy holy things, and be live- 
ly in following of thy holy ways. O be thou 
a powerful principle of life and light, and love, 
and of all grace and holiness in our souls, to 
clear and illuminate our minds, to spiritualize 
and raise up our affections ; and to pacify and 
compose our consciences ; and to bring our 
souls out of every dangerous, self-destroying 
course, into the paths of righteousness—and 
that way of life, which is above to the wise, to 
depart from hell beneath. O blessed Lord, re- 
strain us from grieving the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby we are sealed to the day ofredemption ; 
and cast us not away from thy presence. Take 
“not thy Holy Spirit from us. --O make us so 

tractable to his holy motions, that we may ex- 
perience his heavenly consolations.. And let 
“the joy in the Holy Ghost be more to us than all 
‘ the pleasures of the world. O blessed Spirit ! 
~ be thou ever with our spirits, to heal our dis- 
tempers, and help our infirmities, and work 
mightily upon our hearts by thy grace, till our 
souls are fitted for that glory which is unspeak- 
‘able and everlasting. men. . A Prayer. 


A Prayer on the Commemoration of any Saint. 


GOD of all grace, who art pleased to call 
O out of this present world a peculiar peo- 
ple to thyself; and so far to discover thy grace, 
and pour out thy Spirit upon many of thy ser- 
vants, to make them shine as lights in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation ; 
eminent in all praise-worthy things ; and great 
examples to the rest of mankind! We bless 
thy name, O Lord, that thou hast not left this 
miserable world destitute of such helps and 
patterns, both to shew usa more excellent way 
- than the way of the world; and also to shew us 
how practicable is our duty; and what en- 
couragement we have to take the holy good 
way, wherein others, with such happy success, 
have gone before us; that we, in our slug- 
gishness, might be excited to be followers of 
them, as they were of Christ. And seeing we 
are encompassed with so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses, O that we may lay aside every weight, 
and the sin that does so easily beset us, and 
“run with patience the race that is set before 
~us! Teach and enable us, O King of saints, 
to make the good use and advantage of thy 
gifts and graces, shining forth in the inoffen- 
sive useful lives of such as have given thy holy 
religion the best recommendation, by letting 
men see their good works; and how much 
-more excellent it makes the righteous than 
their neighbors; 
. O that 
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O that we may never persecute thy saints, 
nor madly despise those who are as the apple 
of thine eye, whose great care is to approve 
themselves faithful in thy covenant, and zeal- 
ous for thy glory: and not only to preserve 
their integrity, and keep themselves unspotted 
from the world ; but to do good in their gene- 
rations, and turn many to righteousness. May 
we ever hold such in highest reputation while 
living, as well as count their memories precious 
when they are dead. O heavenly Father! let 
them be dearest to us that are so to thyself. 
And let all our delight be in such excellent 
ones, the saints that are in the earth, of whom 
the world is not worthy ; however they be so 
frequently and greatly abused by the world, as 
if unworthy to live in it. O let us. not be con- 
formed to this world, nor follow the multitude 
to do evil; but be followers of those, who, 
through faith and patience, do already inherit 
thy glorious promises; and so live the life, 
that we may. also die the death of the right- 
eous. Help us, Lord our God, so to imitate 
thy saints here, in their holy living, that here- 
after we may be numbered with them in the 
glory everlasting. As we desire and hope for 
- their blessed end, O let us love and follow their 
godly. way, and make the communion of 
saints a point of our practice, as weil as an ar- 
ticle of our faith; being lovers of all good 
men, honoring them that fear the Lord, and 
estceming them very highly in love for their 
work’s sake, And the Lord increase the gee 

er 
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ber of the true converts, and thy faithful peo- 
ple, and those that be followers of God, as dear 
children in all places. O let thy kingdom come, 
and thy will be done on earth, as it is in heav- 
en, that thy church may grow and prosper, 
and flourish; till we, with all thy servants de- 
parted in the Lord, meet together in the king- 
dom of our Father to live in thy presence and 
love ; and to enjoy and praise thee, world with- 
out end. . Amen. 


A SOLILOQUY for the pious Souk s Solace: 
By Way of Paraphrase on the Creed. 


ET not your heart be troubled, saith the 
Lord of love, our dear compassionate Re- 
deemer ; ye believe in God, believe also in me, 
the Messenger of his love, sent to be the Sav- 
jour of the world. 
Why art thou cast down then, O my soul! 
and why art thou disquieted within me! when 


I BELIEVE In Gop, 


‘And am not exposed, as one forlorn, to shift 
for myself, and to make a happiness out of my 
own stock, or want it! but I have a God to re- 
pair unto, and depend upon; and to expect all 
that ever I can desire from him. And thisGod is 


Tue FatHer, 


Not only of our Lord Jesus Christ, by eternal 
generation, but my Father, by a late creation, 
which has brought me out of nothing to what I 
am; not only to being, and life, and sense, but 

to 
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to the use of reason, and to the enjoyment of all 
that ever I have in the world, Yea, I am bold 
to father myself upon him also by a spiritual 
adoption ; and I am persuaded that a woman 
may sooner forget her sucking child, than the ° 
Lord will forsake that work of his hands which 
he has now created in Christ Jesus : nor is he 
less able than willing to do me good, being 
ALMIGHTY; 


And what is too hard for Omnipotence ? or who 
can pluck me out of his hands, to whom the 
very powers of hell are but weakness ? Though 
I am weak as a shaken reed myself; yet my 
help stands in the name of the Lord, whois the 
Maker or Heaven anv Earrn. 


And what can any of his creatures do against 
me, when God himself is for me; he that made 
all, will he see his child want a competency in 
the world ? or should I be turned out of the 
earth, yet all heaven is the Lord’s; and when 
he is my portion, I am sure of that which is 
infinitely better than all the world’s good ; 
which, alas, is but a poor drop from the eter- 
nal Fountain of all goodness. And what can be 
better than him that made it, and’ gave it all 
that goodness which it has ?. Myself, and what- 
ever | see in the world, was once nothing ; and 
the great Lord, who was most blessed before 
all worlds, and would have been nevertheless 
blessed, though we had never been at all, he 
has brought us into being; not for any need 
he had of us, but to communicate of his good- 
ness to us, In 
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In Jesus Curisv. 


And what so sweet as Jesus in my mouth! No 
such music in my ears; no such gladness in 
my heart. I was lost, and Jesus is my Sav- 
iour ; I was dead, and Jesus is my life; Iwas 
an enemy, and Jesus is my peace. Stull I sin, 
and Jesus is my advocate with the Father. 
Christ is my prophet to direct me, my priest 
to atone for me, my king to defend me, and to 
watch for good over me; he is all that I want 
and that Ican wish. I am worse than nothing 
without him; and have all things given me 
together with him, who is the beloved of the 
Father ; ; 
His onry Son. 


The only one, by nature, that is co-equal with 
the Father ; and having such a friend in the 
court of heaven, I will therefore come boldly 
to the throne of grace. For if the Son make 
us free, we shall be free indeed. The Father 
will deny us nothing that we ask in his name ; 
and the Son upbraids us, that we make no 
more use of this our blessed privilege. Hither- 
to ye have asked nothing in my name, saith 
he; ask and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full. Such pleasure has ‘he in the pros- 
perity of his servants, who is 

wee Our Lorp, 


Our heavenly Sovereign ; at whose feet kings 
do cast their crowns, and all the angels of God 
worship him. O happy the servants that have 
such a Lord! and blessed be the Lord, sot 

wil 
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will admit me in the number of his servants ! 
Is not he my Lord, that has bought me? In one 
sacrament I was listed into his service ; and in 
the other, how oft have I sworn to him alle- 
giance! This is the crown of all my glorying, 
that Jesus is my Lord, 
WuoWAS CONCEIVED BY THEHOoLYGuosrT, 
Tn a miraculous manner, above all the power 
of nature ; and without any the least spot of 
sin; that he might be the meet propitiation for 
all our sins. He is fairer than the children of 
men, who are, all of them, shapen in iniquity, 
and conceived in sin. But he is free from eve- 
ry blemish, and altogether lovely. 

Born or tHE Vircin Mary, 
And so he has. done the highest honor to. our 
poor nature, by uniting it tothe divine; taking 
part of our flesh and blood, that he might not 
only be touched with the feeling of our infirm- 
ities, but also taste death for our offences : 
coming down to earth to raise us up to heav- 
en; and manifested in our flesh, to bring sal- 
vation home to our very doors: “And how can: 
I ever now be at a desperate loss, when the 
Lord, m whom lies our help, is become God 
with us! and to embolden our addresses to him, 
he has vouchsafed even to set up his dwelling 
among us. All the glory of salvation be to 
thee, O Lord, who hast brought such joy of 
salvation to the world. 


Her surFERED UNDER Ponrivus Prrare, 


And haying no need at all to suffer for any oa 
0 


a 
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of his own, was he not wounded for our trans- 
gressions, and bruised for our iniquities ? O 
wicked wretch! that I should be one of those, 
who put the Son of God himself upon sufter- 
ing! But O how happy for me, that he would 
be pleased to suffer once, to save me from suf- 
fering for ever. 
He was Crvuciriep. 


Love, that was strong as death, fastened my 
Saviour to’ the infamous tree ; with his arms 
extended to receive me; and his side opened 
to make me a passage to his very heart. O my 
dearest Lord! God forbid that I should glory 
save.in thy cross ; which I shew Satan to con- 
found him ; on which I lean, to rest my weary 
soul ; and to which I will cling, though carri- 
ed by the gates of hell: yea, by which I hope 
to climb to the glory everlasting in heaven. 
He was > 
_ Deap. 


Not only Abraham, the friend of God, gave up 
the ghost; but he that was before Abraham, 
our blessed Saviour himself, the well beloved 
Son of God, when he took upon him the seed 
of Abraham, was not excused from dying. 
And shall I then conclude that my God, has no 
kindness for me, because I must follow such 
forerunners, and go the way of all flesh ? No; 
though he slay me, yet will I trust in him, and 
have hope even in my death ; for the death of 
Christ is my life ; seeing he has taken out the 
sting of death temporal, and made it the very | 
. Hh entrance 
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entrance to life eternal. He has led us the way, 
through that gloomy vale, to the glorious re- 
gion of immortality. And shall death separate 
me from my Saviour, or divorce my soul from 
the heavenly bridegroom ? No; I depart hence 
to be with Christ, and that I may get nearer to 
him whom my soul loveth. He is gone before ; 
and, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest. Thou wast laid in the grave, 
Anpv BurieED, — 
To make that desolate place inviting by thy. 
presence ; to perfume the chambers of death, 
and turn the horrible pit into a happy semi- 
nary—where the poor, weak, perishing flesh is 
sown to come up again, powerful, glorious, and 
incorruptible. And shall I shrink from the bed 
where my Lord himself lay ! would I lie better 
than he did ? No; the grave itself is become a 
goodly lodging since Christ was there. And I 
will not go down in sorrow to my grave, when 
going but to sleep with Jesus, the life of my 
soul, and the spring of all my joy. 
» He pescenpep into Het, 

Three days he continued in the state of the 
dead, that none might question the truth of his: 
death, upon which depends all our hope of par- 
don and life. That I might not dread the part- 
ing of soul and body, which befel my Lord 
himself; and that none belonging to him might 
be out of heart, even at the lowest ebb, when 
our Redeemer, who lay so long under the pow- 
er of death. ie aa 

Tue 
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Tue Turrp Day HE ROSE AGAIN FROM 
THE Deap. 


And shail T be in bondage all my life, through 
fear of death, when under the conduct of such 
a victorious Captain of salvation, that has tri- 
umphed over all the powers of the grave ; 
No; he lives and was dead. And though I 
know I must die, yet withal I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and is alive for evermore ; 
and because he lives, I shall live also; for he 
has no life but what every member of his shall 
share in. Now, therefore, O death, I can tri- 
umph over thee, since my Lord has routed all 
thy forces. It is true, yet thou canst kill me, 
but thou canst not hurt me; for take down 
this crazy cottage and a better fabric shall suc- 
ceed to stand for eternal ages.” But could not 
all the bonds of death hold my Almighty Sav- 
iour ? Dearest Lord ! thou was arrested for our 
debt, and laid up in the prison of the grave, on 
our account ; but thy release gives me a cheer- 
ful assurance that thou hast satisfied divine 
justice to the utmost. Since thou art come so 
gloriously forth, I am sure that all is discharg- 
ed. Then blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his 
abundant mercy, has begotten us again to a 
lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. 


He ascenprep 1nTO HEAVEN. 


And O with whatjoyful acclamations was he 
welcomed home into those high regions of the 
, blessed, 
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blessed after all his wondrous achievements, 
to effect eternal redemption for us ! He led cap- 
tivity captive, and dragged the infernal powers 
after his triumphant chariot, to shew that hell, 
as well as death, is subject unto him. And now 
he has cleared us a way to glory, and opened 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers ; being 
gone to prepare a place for us; that where he 
is, there we may be also. Even where 


He sITTETH AT THE RIGHT HAND oF Gop, 
THE FatTuer ALMIGHTY; 


Far above all principalities and powers, a glo- 
rious King for evermore. With all power and 
authority in his hands, and all the crowns and 
mansions of glory at his disposal. He is not 
only the Prince of the kings of the earth, by 
whom they all do reign: but all the angels in 
heaven fly to do his pleasure ; where he has 
thrown off the veil, under which he shrowded 
his majesty here below; and shews himself now 
in all the splendor of the King of glory, to the 
admiration of the highest cherubims and sera- 
phims, who will be joyfully taken up to all 
eternity, in beholding such wonders of divine 
beauty and glory. To him I look as the great 
author and finisher of our faith, and the blessed 
object of my daily worship and devotion; who, 
in all the height of his glory, does not forget 
his poor retainers here, but has still bowels of 
compassion to intercede for us, as well as ful- 
ness of power to prevail on our behalf; and 
God forbid that I should forget this absent 

friend ; 
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friend; that he should be, to me, out of sight 
out of mind. O where should be my heart, 
but with the great love and beloved of my 
soul? who not only humbled himself on earth, 
but even now. in heaven so humbles himself, 
as to remember me in my. low estate. And 
when I am loaded, or gravelled that I know 
not what to do, I will go and put the matter 
into his hands, who can easily help me out, and 
set me right; for what enemies too hard for 
me but he can soon make them his footstool ; 
What boon so big to be asked, but this great 
Master of requests in heaven, can obtain it for 
me ? What time I am afraid then, or trotibled, 
in a strait or at a loss, I will look unto Jesus, 
at God’s right hand above, and remember his 
kind office there ; and pray his friendship, and 
intreat his gracious favor, who is*worthy ever 
to be heard for me, though I am unworthy to 
speak for myself. 


FRrRoM THENCE HE SHALL COME TO JUDGE 
THE QuICK AND THE DeEApD. 


And shall appear in greater power and glory 
than ever he was seen here in weakness and 
poverty ; when his stubborn enemies, that 
would not that he should reign over them, 
shall be brought forth and slain before him : 
and all his sheep that hear his voice, and follow 
him, waiting for his coming, and loving his 
appearing, shall then hold up the head, and 
never droop any more, but find the most re- 
freshing sunshiné amidst all the gloominess and 

Hh 2 horrors 
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horrors of that day ; which will be to them a 
day of discharge, and jubilee, and coronation ; 
the most sweet and lightsome day that ever 
came over them. Then shall I see him sit on 
the throne to give me my portion; who was 
nailed on the cross to purchase my salvation ; 
my advocate, my life, my Saviour, will be alone 
exalted in that day. And will my advocate 
accuse me? will my life destroy me? will my 
Saviour condemn me? No; though good and 
bad both be called over there ; long as Jesus is 
my judge, who himself has satisfied for the 
bad, and will make my imperfect good then 
shine* out as the noon-day ; I will pray, come 
Lord Jesus, come quickly. 


T BELIEVE 1N THE Hory Gnuosr, 


The Lord and giver of life, the heavenly coun- 
sellor and comforter of our souls, by whom I 
call Jesus Lord, and cry Abba Father unto my 
God. And having such a blessed guardian, 
and divine inhabitant, why do I drag on heavi- 
ly, as if left comfortless ? why do I not overflow 
with joy in the Holy Ghost ? am I. weak ? he is 
the power of the Most High, to help my infir- 
mities. Am I forgetful ? he is the kind moni- 
tor, to bring all needful things to my remem- 
brance. Am I afraid lest I should fail of God’s 
acceptance and salvation ? this blessed Spirit 
witnesseth with my spirit, that I am the child 
of God ; and seals me to the day of redemption. 
Away. then, thou foul wr of the brethren : 
peace, clamorous conscience§ and stand aside 

all 


upon the Creed. 367 


all pitiful creature comforts ; I have affiance in 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. For I belong to 


Tue nory Caruoric Cuurcu. 


Tama member of that most truly royal society, 
some of which, already entered into the joy of 
their Lord, are got out of the field to their 
crowns ; and passed from service to triumph ; 
and the rest here—yet on our pilgrimage and 
warfare—are reaching forth to the glorious 

rize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

he lines are fallen to me in pleasant places, 
where the Sun of Righteousness is risen to us, 
and causes the heavenly day-spring from on 
high to shine upon us; yea, in that church, 
against which the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail, I believe . 

Tue Communion or Saints. 


‘The same life and spirit pervades the multitude 
of believers every where: and, like so many 
rivulets they run all to the same sea, although 
not inthe same channel: Or, like divers strin gs 
of a musical instrument, though they have sey- 
eral notes, yet they make up one song of praise 
and glory to their common Lord; from whom 
they receive influence, as all the bodily parts 
do from the head, and are knit together as fel- 
low members of Christ’s body. They are the 
household of faith ; ofthat corporation and fani- 
ily of heaven ; for the sake of which they forget 
their own people, and father’s house. “Yea, as 
all the parts of the body, how mean soever, 
share in the same life as is in the head and heart, 


and 
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and the noblest members despise not the vilest ; 
but the lowest are of use to the highest and all 
conspire for the joint interest of the whole; so 
I, as a part of this great body, whilst I strug- 
gle not for myself, but keep to the flock of 
Christ, and join with them in the worship and 
service of my Lord, and tender and love them 
in my heart, am one of their happy number, 


and do share in ‘the prayers of every faithful 


christian throughout the world: and communi- 
cating now with the saints inall offices of love, I 
shall be advanced, with them, to the possession 
of their heavenly inheritance in internal life. 


Tue ForcGIvVENESS OF SINS. 


This is the article that strikes at the very root 
of bitterness, and removes the ground of all 
my fears andigriefs. _O how numerous are my 
sins! and what a heavy load upon my soul! 
But it enlightens my heart to hear of God man- 
ifested in the flesh :. to undergo all the penalties 
of sin, in the very nature that sinned; to bear 
our sins in his own body on the tree. And 
when our All-sufficient Surety has finished the 
atonement, will the justice of God require a 
second payment? No, God is not only mer- 
ciful, but just also in justifying the believers 
in Jesus; who was made sin for us, who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him. And now all the frightful 
guilt is swallowed up in that Fountain opened 
for sin and uncleanness; liké;as a drop of ink 
is lost in a mighty river, so that my spirit re- 

joices. 
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joices in God my Saviour ; and I thank God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose blood 
cleanses us from all our sm. O that I could 
loye him yet more, who forgiveth me so much. 


Tue ReEsurRECTION OF THE Bopy. 


This is the Christian’s strong hold, that al- 
though we fall into the grave, we shall not be 
utterly cast down ; but have a Lord that will be 
the plague of death, and the destruction of the 
grave; toredeem us out of the hands of both. 
My flesh is perishing as the grass that is green 
and withereth ina day. But this mortal shall 
put on immortality; yea, mortality itself shall 
be swallowed up of life. This heavy log though 
sown a natural, shall rise a spiritual body, to 
glide through etherial regions, as the fish in 
crystal streams ; and swifter than eagle or ar- 
row, to follow the lamb whithersoever he goes. 
Even the vile, coarse flesh, in the great morning 
of the resurrection, shall come gloriously forth, 
as a bridegroom out of his chamber ; and like 
the trees new apparelled in the Spring ; more 
orient and beautiful of itself than all make it ; 
shining as the firmament; yea, outvying the 
stars and the sun. Is my body then often here 
put to hardships ? Be it so; I do not look for 
my haven in it now, as itis here; but Iexpect 
it to rise impassible, pass all suffering: And, 
in the mean time, I must not think it strange 
to be tossed on shipboard, till I arrive at the 
fair haven, where I would be. Am I tempted 
to excesses, or any lusts of the flesh, I will not 

surfeit 


oF” Lae, 


on 


370 A Soliloquy 


surfeit on the meat that perishes, nor sink the 
vessel that is carrying me over to the blessed 
land of promise. Rather let me go without my 
full repast in the evening of this mortal life; so 
that I break my fast on thy heavenly pleasures 
of eternity, in the dawning of the Last Day. I 
do not hate thee, my own flesh, to bid thee stay 
and keep thy appetite for entertainments infi- 
nitely better ; seeing I believe the resurrection 
of the body, 


Anp THE LIFE EVERLASTING. AMEN. 


This is the centre of our desire, and the crown 
of our joys; the drift of our whole religion ; 
and the height of all perfection: That which 
eases all our labors, and makes our very trou- 
bles look cheerful upon us. Wretched relief 
is the heathens’ antidote against the dread of 
death; only to think, that die we must. But 
Christians have a consolation strong indeed, 
that, after death, we shall live for ever. Our 
present lives are; for the most part, spent in 
providing us livelihoods; and, instead of car- 
rying happiness now in our vessels, all that we 
can do is but to make shift a little to stop our 
misery. ‘Though God has graciously made it 
pleasant, even to repair the decays of our na- 
ture: yet he would not haye us mistake that 
poor pleasure for our heaven ; and the soul that 
knows itself is rather weary of this attendance 
on the corruptible flesh, and aspires after that 
state where the body shall, obsequiously fol- 
low, without the drudgery of patching up its 

breaches 
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breaches and decays. Where shall be nothing 
vexatious or troublesome ; nothing to hinder 
or abate the perfection of bliss! nothing to 
mar or embitter the fulness of joy, but, all the 
black curtains drawn aside, we shall have the 
beatific sight of our Lord, which will create in 
us raptures greater than our hearts can hold, 
till heaven shall hold our souls, and we enter 
into that joy of our Lord, which is too large to 
enter into us; where we shall meet with all the 
best company in the world; and enjoy that 
sweetest of all society, without any reserves, in 
the most glorious place: And their and our 
souls, being then perfectly healed of every 
thing offensive, we shall have all the refresh- 
ments, without any uneasiness of conversation. 
Every faculty of the soul shall there imbibe 
that fulness of satisfaction which so long it had 
sought, but never found before. And neither 
shall the body want an agreeable entertainment 
for its feast and solace. But it is not for a 
tongue of flesh to utter, what eyes and ears of 
flesh never saw nor heard. It is enough to 
know, that it is above our knowledge; being 
the life that is sweetened with a goodness no 
less than the divine, and measured with a du- 
ration no shorter than eternal. 

All this I believe; and I believe it is more 
than all this which I believe, in believing the 
life everlasting. My life is hid with Christ in 
God; and the life which I now live, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me. And when Christ, who 
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is our life, shall appear, then shail I also appear 
with him in glory. O let me now begin the life 
of heaven, and hereafter I shall never know its 
end: while I am here alive, may I so die to the 
flesh and the world, that when I depart from 
hence, I may live to God with Christ ; which is 
the life comparably best ofall. dmen, Amen. 
THE END. 
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1 FOR SALE, 
Av WEBSTERS & SKINNERS” Bookstore, 
In the White House, Cortier of State and Pearl-Streets ; 


$ OLIO, Quarto, Octavo, and White’s Sermons, 
Pocket and School Bibles, § Village Sermons, 
Brown’s family Bible, folio, $ Campbell’s Lectures on Ec- 
Scott’s do. 6 vols. clegiastical History, . 
Henry’s Commentary, 6 vols. ; John Newton’s Sermons, and 
Testamenis, Letters to a Wife, 
A large variety of Common $ Cruden’s Concordance, 
§ Prayer Books, from 75 cts. § Fisher’s Concordance, 
(uv 10 dollars, Real Treasure for a Pious 
é Hawe’s Church History, Mind, 
Whole Duty of Man, A Golden Treasury, 
¢ Orton’s Exposition ofthe Oid § The Poor Man’s Help and 
Testament, Young Man’s Guide, with 
Boston’s Four-Fold State, Hymns and Prayers, 
Edwards’ History of Redemp- H Festivals and Fasts for the 
lion, : Episcopal Church, 


VLPVVC VOW On = 


al 


6s ad 


Edwards onthe Affections, % Constitutionof DutchChurch, 

Doddridge’s Rise & Progress, ¢ Bibie Stories, 

Witherspoon’s Works, Daich Church Psalms and 

Melimoth’s great Importance 
of a Re'igious Life cansid- 
ered, 


Hymns, = 
Waits’ Psal'ms and Hymns, 
Dwight’s Psalms and Hymns, 
Burder’s History of the Bible, ¢ Occum and Smith’s Hymns, 
2 vols. Rippon’s Hymns, 
Drew on the Resurrection of § Newton’s Olney Hymns, 
Parent’s Friend, [‘he body, 3 Watts’ Divine Songs, 
Pike’s Cases in Conscience, % Heidelbergh,Aiberthoma and 
Gisborn’s Duties of Men, Hellenbrook Catechism, 
Pilgrim’s Progress, ShorterCatechism, with Scrip- 
Saurin’s, Jay’s, fordyce’s, ture Proofs at large, — 
Clapham’:, Blair's, Sea- ¢ Episcopal Church Catechism, 
bury’s, Smalley’s, Taylor’s § Roman Catholic Catechism. 


Albany, July 20, 1813. 
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